
By Sarah Brown
Lebanon Local

The Lebanon Square Circlers 
celebrated their 75th anniver-
sary doing what they do best: 
square dancing.

Held on Feb. 4 at the Leba-
non Senior Center, the event 
drew approximately 100 peo-
ple from Albany, Corvallis, 
Independence, Lebanon and 
Sweet Home clubs. They cast 
off, promenaded, circled left, 
circled right and engaged in 
friendly chit-chat.

Many members of the Leb-
anon club wore their red and 
white attire, complete with 
the strawberry insignia. Pet-
ticoat-poofed skirts twirled in 
feminine fashion while callers 
took turns leading the charge.

If one asks why these danc-
ers enjoy this particular ac-
tivity so much, they will likely 
hear the same reasons: the 
friendships they build, the 
physical exercise they benefit 
from and the mental stimula-
tion they acquire.

The Lebanon Square Cir-
clers formed in 1949 after the 
American Legion Auxiliary 
started offering classes. They 

performed their first public 
street dance at the 1949 Straw-
berry Festival, and to this day 
they continue the tradition 
by square dancing on a trailer 
pulled during the Grand pa-

rade.
After 75 years, the club 

can boast they remain the 
second-oldest square dance 
club in Oregon. Square Cir-
cler Kaynor Heineck said she 

heard that, back in the earlier 
days, dance meetings were so 
packed that couples spilled 
onto the streets and music had 

By Sarah Brown
Lebanon Local

A train that was expected 
to last only 30 or 40 years was 
the subject of celebration on 
Feb. 3 as fans of the Santa 
Maria Valley 205 steam loco-
motive gathered for its 100th 
“birthday.” 

Though reading off a pre-
pared statement, owner 
Rick Franklin spoke from the 
heart as he began to – almost 
imperceptibly – choke back 
tears while saying, “It is ex-
tremely important to me to 
tell you how much I value 
the people of our commu-
nity, both the community of 
Lebanon and the commu-
nity of people that are ded-
icated to the preservation 
of steam-powered antique 
equipment.”

The Santa Maria Valley 
205, a fully restored 1924 
Baldwin 2-6-2 prairie steam 
locomotive, was construct-
ed by Baldwin Locomotive 
Works in Eddystone, Pa., for 
the Big Creek Hydroelectric 
Project north of Fresno by 
San Joaquin & Eastern Rail-
road (SJ&E). After the SJ&E 
line was abandoned in 1933, 

the Southern California Ed-
ison Company sold the lo-
comotive to the Santa Ma-
ria Valley Railroad, where 
it moved freight cars until 

it was retired in May 1950. 
The train was displayed at 
the Santa Maria Fairpark in 
Santa Maria until Yamhill 
resident George Lavacot ac-

quired it in 1983.
For 38 years, Lavacot and 

his friends restored every bit 
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Photo by Sarah Brown
A banner spreads across the face of the Santa Maria 205, announcing its age of 100 years.

Photo by Sarah Brown
Square dance enthusiasts from Albany, Corvallis, Independence, Lebanon and Sweet Home 
engage in a spin around the room during the Square Circlers’ 75th anniversary celebration.

Train enthusiasts celebrate steam locomotive's 100th

Lebanon Square Circlers celebrate 75 years
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Jan. 12
3:18 a.m - Haven Austin 

Hansen, 28, was cited for driv-
ing while suspended. 

1:16 p.m - Paul Hertzberg, 
36, was arrested on a Lebanon 
Municipal Court warrant. 

3:06 p.m - Thomas Gantt, 35, 
was arrested on a warrant. 

3:18 p.m - Eddie Zarr, was 
cited on a Lebanon Municipal 
Court warrant for failure to 
appear on an original charge 
for driving while suspended. 

10:31 p.m - Joshua Webb, 
45, was cited for driving while 
suspended and driving unin-
sured. 
Jan. 13

12:39 p.m - Matthew Bene-
dict, 26, was cited for second 
degree criminal trespass. 

3:12 p.m - Conner B Provst-
gaard, 35, was cited on a Leba-
non Municipal Court warrant 
for failure to appear on crim-
inal citations for driving while 
suspended and driving unin-
sured. Provstgaard was also 
cited for driving while sus-
pended, failure to carry proof 
of insurance, and improper 
display. 

5:02 p.m - Anthony Middle-
ton, 60, Nicklaus Glasser, 34, 
were arrested for warrant. 
Jan. 14

2:56 p.m - Sara Collins, 49, 
was arrested on a warrant 
and cited for driving while 
suspended and driving unin-
sured. 

4:36 p.m - Caller reports 

Warrants are out on the 
following individuals: Tasha 
Mary Bowers-Curtis, Shelby 
Keith Brigham, Austin Shane 
Conner, Steven Michael Cool-
ey, Michael Travis Flanigan, 
Selina Renee Ford-Blackburn, 
Melissa Nicole Fox, Keely Min-
nie Lilli Gomez, Steven Edward 
Grimm, Matthew David Gri-
ner, Aaron Thomas Halvorson, 
Cheryl Kelley Hansen, Christo-
pher Lee Hurt, Andrew Chris-
topher Jones, Andrew Donald 
LeGore, James Andrew Linder, 
Mikel Vincent Lizama, Zach-
ary John Marshall, Kurtis R. 
McClurg, Keoni Martin Mur-
ray, Cary Nathan Pedigo, Tay-
lor Ray Plummer, Jeremy Scott 
Rowan, Rosemary O. Saviour, 
Gary Forrest Schaeffer, Aaron 

Carlyle Scott, Tiffani Kend-
ra Stubblefield, Russell Dale 
Truedson, Paul Walter Ulm, 
Darnell T. Wells, Jessica Ashley 
Wynne.

Jackson Charles Blan-
shan, 57, was placed in the 
DUII diversion program af-
ter pleading guilty to driving 
with a .28% BAC. 

Jennifer Rae Burton, 52, 
was charged Feb. 5 with sec-
ond-degree sexual abuse for 
allegations involving a male 
under the age of 18, and sec-
ond-degree online sexual 
corruption of a child.

Johnathan Michael Davis, 
31, was sentenced Jan. 12 to 
suspension of a driver’s li-

Growing 
Gardeners series

The Linn County Master 
Gardener Association and 
Lebanon Public Library of-
fer the following series of 
gardening education events 
on Thursdays at the library’s 
community room, 55 Acade-
my St.

Feb. 22, from 1:30-2:30 p.m.: 
Vermicomposting & Meal-
worms, with Melissa Selby

Feb. 29, from 4:30-5:30 p.m.: 
Garden Journaling, with An-
gela Blackburn

March 7, from 1:30-2:30 
p.m.: Dry Gardening, with 
Darren Morgan

March 14, from 1:30-2:30 
p.m.: Artificial Intelligence & 
Plant ID Apps, with Leo Sher-
ry

March 21, from 1:30-2:30 
p.m.: Eco Therapy, with Su-
sannah Prenouveau

For more information call 
the library at 541.258.4926 or 
email libraryinfo@ci.lebanon.
or.us.

Local authors fair
Friends of the Lebanon Li-

brary will host its first-ever 
Local Author Fair from 9 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. on Feb. 24 at Leba-
non Senior Center, 80 Tan-
gent St.

Oregon writers who would 
like to participate may apply 
by Feb. 10 at  https://forms.
gle/M7thCcrRTvqqsoq56. 

Space is limited. Booth 
space starts as low as $10. 
For more information, call 
541.730.3602, email Friend-
sLebanonORLibrary@gmail.
com, or visit https://linktr.ee/
lebanonlibraryfriends.

Chili cook-off
Meadowlark Senior Living 

will host their first-ever chili 
cook-off at 1 p.m. on Sunday, 
Feb. 25, at 181 S. 5th St.

The public is invited to 
participate by sharing their 
favorite chili dish for the 
community to sample, with 
a chance to win some “hot” 
prizes. Residents at Mead-
owlark and public attendees 
will be the judges. One “very 

excited” resident of Mead-
owlark will bring his family 
recipe to the cook-off and 
“give everyone a run for their 
money.”

Meadowlark will supply ev-
erything needed (except the 
ingredients and crockpot). 
Register by texting/calling 
Erica at 541.799.4855.

Seed swap
Santiam Food Alliance 

presents “Seedy Tuesday” at 
6:30 p.m. on Tuesday, Feb. 27, 
at the Lebanon Public Library, 
55 Academy St.

This is an opportunity to 
swap seeds with other plant 
enthusiasts and glean some 
information. This year’s 
Seedy Tuesday will include 
brief presentations on a few 
plants whose seeds will be on 
offer, a Master Gardeners’ ad-
vice table, and an information 
table for the Lebanon Garden 
Club.

Bring envelopes and a pen, 
any seeds you want to share, 
as well as well-wrapped 
plants, tubers and bulbs. 
Seedy Tuesday is co-spon-
sored by the Lebanon Public 
Library, the Lebanon Garden 
Club, and Linn County Mas-
ter Gardeners.

Game night for adults
Lebanon Public Library 

hosts an adult game night 
(18+) from 5-8 p.m. on a 
monthly basis at 55 Acade-
my St. Bring your own game 
or play one from the library. 
This event will be held Feb. 
28, March 27, April 24, and 
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Donna Wood
February 14, 1932 - January 
19, 2024

Albany Mennonite Home 
resident Donna Wood, age 
91, passed away peacefully on 
January 19, 2024. 

She was born on February 
14, 1932, in Mill City, Oregon, 
the second of four children of 
Ray and Alma Plymale. 

Donna graduated with 
honors from Lebanon High 
School where she was in-
volved in variety of school ac-

tivities including the march-
ing band. She played more 
than five instruments for a 
significant part of her life 
and seemed to be able to pick 
up and play any instrument. 
She obtained her first bache-
lor’s degree from Northwest 
Christian College in Eugene 
in 1954. 

Later that same year she 
married Elijah Criswell “Joe” 
Vaughan. The couple had 
eight children between 1955 
and 1963. Twin sons Berle Jay 
and Merle Ray died short-
ly after birth. While living in 
Junction City and raising her 
children, Donna obtained 
a second bachelor’s degree 
from the University of Ore-
gon. 

She worked as a substitute 
schoolteacher and eventually 
worked as the Director of Stu-
dent Financial Aid at North-
west Christian College. 

After retiring, Donna and 
Joe served at a Christian mis-
sionary center in Mexico for 
several years. 

Joe predeceased Donna 

in 1987. Her brothers John 
Plymale and Ben Plymale also 
predeceased her, as did her 
second son David Vaughan of 
Junction City. 

Donna became interested 
in genealogy and successfully 
traced her family history and 
ancestry back more than 500 
years. She was a member of 
the Daughters of the Amer-
ican Revolution and Daugh-
ters of Union Veterans of the 
Civil War (DUV). 

She actively served on na-
tional committees of the DUV 
and was its national president 
in 2004 where her son Dudley 
Vaughan and granddaughters 
Lilian and Amelia Vaughan 
attended and participated in 
the national convention. In 
2014 

Donna married Jay Wood. 
The couple lived in Fillmore, 
California until moving to the 
Mennonite Village. Jay prede-
ceased Donna. 

She is survived by her step-
daughter, Caren Baumgart 
of Klamath Falls, Oregon, 
and children Cris Vaughan 

of Grass Valley, California, 
Christine Bell of Dallas, Dan-
iel Vaughan of Corvallis, Dud-
ley Vaughan of Tampa, Florida 
and Carol Alford of Wood-
land, Washington and her 
sister Lydia Wilson of Albany, 
as well as grandchildren and 
great-great grandchildren. 

A Celebration of Life will 
be held on Saturday, May 4, 
2024, at 1:00 pm at the Lake-
side Center, Mennonite Vil-
lage, 5353Columbus St SE, 
Albany, Oregon. Donations in 
lieu of flowers may be made 
to Crabtree Christian Church, 
37650 Crabtree Dr, Crabtree, 
OR 97335

Death Notices
**Info. from Legacy.com, Hus-
ton Jost, Weddle, Sweet Home 

Funeral, Aasum-Dufour Funer-
al Home, & Fisher Funeral**

Charles “Chuck” Bennett 
- 90, of Lebanon, died Jan-
uary 11, 2024. Huston-Jost 
Funeral Home is handling 
arrangements. 

Richard Ray Carey - 93, of 
Lebanon, died January 26, 
2024. Huston-Jost Funeral 
Home is handling arrange-
ments. 

Paula Marie Lea Sky-
les-Lutzi - 51, of Lebanon, 
died January 25, 2024. Hus-
ton-Jost Funeral Home is 
handling arrangements.

Roger Dale Robinson - 74, 
of Lebanon, died February 
7, 2024. Sweet Home Fu-
neral Chapel is handling ar-
rangements. 

Alvin Ray Vaughan - 69, of 
Lebanon, died January 15, 
2024. Huston-Jost Funeral 
Home is handling arrange-
ments. 

Esther Louise Whitney 
- 86, of Lebanon, died Jan-
uary 28, 2024. Huston-Jost 
Funeral Home is handling 
arrangements. 

CIRCUIT COURT
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Levy, OSHA top of discussion for Fire Board
By Sarah Brown 
Lebanon Local

The Lebanon Fire District 
Board approved a referral 
for a local option levy for 
the May elections and heard 
a report regarding respira-
tory protection inspections 
during its Feb. 13 meeting.

The District will request a 
five-year levy of 75 cents per 
$1,000 of assessed value to 
improve services to the com-
munity. If approved by voters 
in May, the measure would 
begin July 1, 2024, and ex-
pire June 30, 2029. It would 
provide six more firefighter 
medic positions, and replace 
aging equipment and appa-
ratus.

The proposed ballot ver-
biage states, “Without the 
new levy funding, the Fire 
District will need to cut back 
on its level of services to the 
community.” The District 
said it serves a population of 
more than 40,000 residents, 
and provides 134 square 
miles of fire protection and 
419 square miles of ambu-
lance service.

LFD Fire Chief Joseph Ro-
dondi said at a campaign 
kick-off party on Jan. 11 that 
LFD needs nine more fire-
fighter medic positions filled, 
but pared that number down 
to six to make it more digest-
ible for voters. The 75-cent 
ask would cost homeowners 
approximately $150-300 per 
year (based on a home val-
ued between $200,000 and 
$400,000). It would also help 
“round out” the fleet and, ul-
timately, improve response 
times.

The District’s permanent 
tax rate is $2.26 per $1,000 
of assessed value. After the 
pandemic, the nation saw 
inflation rise dramatically, 
and costs to the LFD were no 
exception. The LFD is con-
sidered a “special district,” 
meaning it is not under the 
government of the city or the 
county, but operates as its 
own government. Rodondi 
said the federal government 
does not recognize special 
districts as possible recip-
ients of certain grants and 
funding, further restricting 
access to needed funds.

On a separate agenda item, 
Rodondi addressed a hurdle 
the Special Districts Associ-
ation of Oregon is tackling. 
SDAO is a lobbying and ed-
ucational organization rep-
resenting many special dis-
tricts of Oregon, including 
the LFD. Its mission is to as-
sist special service districts 
in providing cost-effective 
and efficient public services 
to Oregonians (learn more at 
www.sdao.com. 

SDAO recently reported 
that OSHA (Occupational 
Safety and Health Adminis-
tration) inspections related 
to respiratory protections 
and the inspection process 
of self-contained breath-
ing apparatus (SCBA) sys-
tems at fire agencies have 
increased substantially this 
past year, as have the pen-
alty fines. Several agencies 
received citations for “failing 
to follow the manufacturer 
recommendations” for the 
SCBA inspection process. 
The SDAO asked OSHA for 
clarification on some points 
and reported they received a 
response back that “places a 
heavy burden on all districts 
but most notably on volun-
teer and districts with small-

er staff.”
Among a handful of con-

cerns during a recent ap-
peal process, Rodondi said 
he questioned how OSHA 
determined the fine for pen-
alties because “there’s no 
consistency across the state.” 
A central Oregon depart-
ment was fined $185 while 
LFD was fined $2,625 for a 
similar violation type. State 
law requires departments to 
inspect an SCBA at a min-
imum of monthly and in 
accordance with the manu-
facturer’s recommendations 
which, for the MSA brand, is 
daily.

Rodondi learned that the 
SCBA brand they use (MSA, 
which he said is used by most 
departments in Linn County 
and across the state) is “more 
restrictive in their inspec-
tions” than other brands. 
Inspecting the SCBAs on a 
daily basis is not realistic for 
volunteer and partial-volun-
teer departments (like LFD), 
Rodondi said. Volunteers re-
spond to an emergency from 
their home to their assigned 
station, he clarified for Leba-
non Local. 

“Having to stop and per-
form a 15 to 20 minute check 

on the SCBA is not realistic,” 
he said.

He questioned OSHA and 
MSA about these proce-
dures.

“MSA is at least recogniz-
ing that this could impact 
their pocketbook, that OSHA 
is putting their finger on the 
scales of pushing many fire 
districts to purchase other 
(less restrictive) products 
than their product,” Rodondi 
said.

If OSHA continues to 
over-penalize districts on 
matters pertaining to SCBAs, 
LFD must consider whether 
it should remove the gear 
from their fire engines at 
volunteer substations, which 
would prevent them from 
doing interior firefighting, 
he said. 

“Taking such drastic ac-
tion could have a significant 
impact on insurance rates in 
the community,” he said.

LFD and SDAO are con-
tinuing to meet with key lo-
cal and state leaders on the 
matter to work out a reason-
able solution, Rodondi said.

In other business, the 
board:
• Appointed Rodondi as 

budget officer and approved 

the budget calendar;
• Reviewed an updated 

policy regarding social me-
dia and dress code for fire 
personnel and board mem-
bers;
• Reviewed the financial 

report;
• Heard from the Leba-

non Professional Firefighters 
Union representative Jason 
Adamson, who said he’s ex-
cited about the levy that he 
deems is “completely fair;” 
• Heard from firefighter 

Michael Perkins, who re-
ported he was able to secure 
another volunteer for the La-
comb Station 32 site, as well 
as a part-time firefighter out 
of Jefferson;
• Heard from Rodondi who 

shared the administration 
and firefighting staff will be-
gin moving into the new fire 
station;
• Heard about the District’s 

work as staff keep an eye on 
the Legislative Short Session 
this year. Rodondi report-
ed that fire chiefs are not in 
favor of a potential wildfire 
tax that would be distributed 
20% to the districts and 80% 
to the state. Also, PERS ben-
efits might change, which 
could raise LFD’s budget ex-
penses by about $100,000, 
Rodondi estimated. He also 
reported that federal legis-
lature is beginning to recog-
nize special districts, which 
down the road could lead to 
more funding opportunities 
through the federal govern-
ment. Division Chief John 
Tacy reported the District is 
“keeping an eye on” an EMS 
modernization bill which is 
“really focused around data 
collection,” and a military li-
censing bill.

Photo by Sarah Brown
The Lebanon Fire District Board listens to Chief Rodondi speak about items on the agenda.
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By Sarah Brown
Lebanon Local

The Lebanon Public Library 
has been enticing more teen-
agers to utilize the library af-
ter creating a Teen Advisory 
Group (TAG).

“Teens don’t typically come 
to the library just to come,” Li-
brary Assistant Julie Tibbetts 
said. “We’ve always had a very 
low percentage of teens us-
ing the library and coming to 
programs. It’s easier for teens 
to get teens into the library.”

TAG was a function the li-
brary staff had been wanting 
to start for a while, Tibbetts 
said, so they began by inviting 
their Summer Reading Pro-
gram teen volunteers to join. 
The advisory group began in 
September 2022 starting with 
members Kaz Dunn, Lorelai 
Fosselman, Abigail Ghio, and 
Helen Rounsavell, and later 
added two more members.

“We are mainly focused 
on making the library more 
teen-focused,” 15-year-old 
Rounsavell said. “We run 
different clubs, we host 
teen-centered events, and try 
and make sure the teen sec-
tion of the library is super in-
viting and fun.”

Dunn, 15, said TAG current-
ly organizes science and craft 
events from time to time, but 

they also host a book club and 
poetry club, plus new clubs 
for American Sign Language 
(ASL) and coding.

“We’ve had our best num-
bers since the TAG has taken 
over and kinda had their own 
ideas,” Tibbetts said.

In addition to hosting fun 
programs for teen involve-

ment, the advisory group 
contributes by helping with 
displays, shelving books and 
stocking personal care sup-
plies in the youth bathroom.

“I love TAG because I get to 
hang out with fun people all 
the time and I get to just, like, 
do my best to do something 
for the community,” Dunn 

said. “In Lebanon, there’s not 
a lot to do for teenagers, so 
it’s nice to be able to do some-
thing.”

Rounsavell agreed, stating 
they’ve met a lot of interest-
ing people through the activ-
ities.

“I don’t go to public school, 
so I don’t have many opportu-

nities to socialize specifically 
with teenagers, and that’s a 
lot of what we do here,” Roun-
savell said. “We gather teen-
agers with common interests, 
and then everybody can meet 
and socialize. It’s really nice 
to get to reach out into our 
community and get more in-
volved, especially with the 
library because Julie is just 
amazing.”

Tibbetts is responsible for 
providing a Nintendo Switch 
at the library for teens, which 
has drawn some kids in, and 
the library has begun offer-
ing the occasional movie-
and-craft night. Reese King 
attended the most recent 
movie night on Jan. 25 when 
the library hosted the original 
Disney Alice in Wonderland 
movie complete with tea and 
scones, and a terrarium craft 
project. King said she tends to 
like themed events like that, 
and she’d like to see more 
craft events.

With the library’s own 
teen-centered project in ad-
dition to TAG events, Tibbetts 
said she’s seen a “definite” in-
crease in teen attendance at 
programs.

“The momentum keeps go-
ing,” Tibbetts said. “We just 
hope it continues.”

City Council initiates goal setting work sessions
By Sarah Brown
Lebanon Local

In the face of a strained 
budget and growing needs in 
the city, councilors initiated 
the first of a series of work 
sessions on Jan. 24 to set goals 
for the next few year. 

At this particular meeting, 
the purpose was to determine 
how the council wanted to 
move forward with its goal 
setting structure.

“I think it’s been the bet-
ter part of a decade since the 
council has taken part in goal 
setting,” Councilor Michelle 
Steinhebel noted.

Interim City Manager Ron 
Whitlatch told the council 
that, when considering goals, 
they should determine what 
goals they are interested in, 

how they would achieve it, 
and what financial or oth-
er consequences the goals 
would create.

It’s important for the coun-
cil to set policy goals and the 
City’s staff perform the ac-
tions that will achieve those 
goals, Whitlatch said. Goals 
for this year already includ-
ed in the budget are under-
way, so ideally the new goals 
will be for the next year or 
two. The council should de-
cide whether they will hire 
a moderator to help facili-
tate the goal setting process 
and keep the council on task. 
Whitlatch also suggested the 
council create goals based on 
categories (i.e., quality of life, 
economic development, pub-
lic safety, recreation, etc.).

“Once you’ve established 
those categories and what 
your overarching goals are, 
then the management team 
proposes a work plan that fits 
those goals,” he said. 

He reminded the council 
that the budget should always 
be at the forefront of their 
minds when they are setting 
goals. Additionally, the coun-
cil might need to consider po-
tential added costs if a deep 
drawdown at Green Peter 
Reservoir once again requires 
heavy water treatment next 
winter.

Whitlatch mentioned a 
handful of ideas for possible 
goals they might consider, 
including: reopening the jail, 
code amendments for hous-
ing production, or starting a 
capital fund for the expansion 
of the children’s room at the 
library.

However, in the face of the 
City’s structural deficits, it is 
facing several needs, he said. 
These include maintenance 
for trails and parks, repairs 
at the wastewater treatment 
plant, continuing programs 
such as the library and senior 
center, preparing for West-
ern University’s expected ex-
pansion, development code 
amendments, redeveloping 

the Champion Mill Site, mov-
ing into a safer City Hall, and 
infrastructure.

“I think that, until the struc-
tural deficit is at least in a 
manageable place, it’s going 
to be hard to set goals,” Whit-
latch said. “It’s not just ‘we 
need more money.’ We’re gon-
na look deep inside the orga-
nization and there’s gonna be 
some uncomfortable discus-
sions about how we get there 
and what the consequences 
look like, what the pros and 
cons of them are with the 
number one goal still to pro-
vide service to the public.”

The council agreed they 
preferred to focus on strate-
gic five-year plans that would 
consist of achieving goals in 
one to two years. They also 
agreed they wanted to hire a 
moderator. There was some 
discussion about the Leba-
non 2040 Vision, an action 
plan created in 2016 based on 
community input about how 
citizens want Lebanon to be 
(look, feel, achieve) by 2040.

Mayor Kenneth Jackola said 
he believes the 2040 Vision is 
a good document, but after a 
while it sort of got set aside, so 
this goal setting work might 
be an opportunity to help fin-
ish the Vision.

He did a quick survey of 
the council members to see 
where their initial interests 
for goals are. Councilors Carl 
Mann, Jeremy Salvage, Stein-
hebel, KJ Ullfers and Dave 
Workman all agreed one of 
their biggest goals is public 
safety in the form of more 
police staffing and/or reopen-
ing the jail. Councilor Wayne 
Dykstra said he is interested 
in more parking downtown, 
perhaps in the form of a 
parking structure, to encour-
age economic development 
downtown. Jackola said he 
also is interested in economic 
development.

“Without new growth with 
businesses and housing, it’s 
really hard to pay for stuff,” 
Jackola said.

Workman also expressed 
interest in a balanced budget 
and keeping up with infra-
structure; Salvage expressed 
interest in economic devel-
opment at Cheadle Lake Park 
and keeping up with infra-
structure; Steinhebel spec-
ified infrastructure at the 
westside interceptor; Ullfers 
also noted infrastructure, 
more specifically the “ancient, 
almost Roman-time” sewer 
and water lines, and he would 
also like to see the roads fixed.

Library draws in teens with teen-led advisory group

Photo by Sarah Brown
Teen Coding Club leader Lorelai Fosselman, left, navigates coding work on a laptop while 
Kaz Dunn and Helen Rounsavell watch.
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LHS health secretary faces charges of sexual abuse of a minor
By Kristy Tallman 
Lebanon Local 

On Feb. 2, Jennifer R. Bur-
ton, a 52-year-old health 
secretary at Lebanon High 
School (LHS), was arrested 
by the Albany Police Depart-
ment (APD) on charges of 
second degree sexual abuse 
of a minor and second degree 
online sexual corruption of a 
child, both of which are clas-
sified as class ‘C’ felonies.

Public Information Offi-
cer Laura Hawkins cited a 
conflict of interest with the 
Lebanon Police Department 
(LPD). Which lead to APD 
taking charge of Burton’s ar-
rest.

According to court docu-
ments, the charges against 
Burton date back to the pe-
riod between Sept. 1, 2018, 
and Dec. 31, 2018, in Linn 
County. The first charge, 
second degree sexual abuse 
of a minor, alleges that Bur-
ton, then over 21 years of age 
and an employee of a school 
with direct responsibility for 
student instruction, unlaw-
fully subjected a male under 
the age of 18 to sexual inter-
course.

The second charge, second 
degree online sexual corrup-
tion of a child, asserts that 
during the same period, Bur-

ton, being 18 years or older, 
knowingly used online com-
munication to solicit a child 
for sexual contact or sexual-
ly explicit conduct, with the 
intent of gratifying her own 
sexual desires.

Burton was released from 
custody as of Feb. 5, with her 
next hearing scheduled for 
March 4. Conditions of her 
release include restrictions 
against contacting the defen-
dant or his family, as well as 
prohibitions from accessing 
schools or parks and from in-
teracting with minors.

School District Responds
While the case unfolds, 

Lebanon Community School 
District (LCSD) has taken 
steps to address concerns 
and ensure the safety and 
well-being of its students.

“Ms. Burton is currently an 
employee on administrative 
leave. Any process related 
to personnel matters is con-
fidential,” LCSD Director of 
Communications Susanne 
Stefani said regarding Bur-
ton’s employment status 
since her arrest.

According to Stefani, Su-
perintendent Jennifer Meck-
ley became aware of the sit-
uation on Jan. 4, 2024, after 
receiving a tip regarding 
Burton.

“The superintendent im-
mediately contacted law 
enforcement and put the 
employee on administrative 
leave, on which she has re-
mained since,” Stefani said.

Stefani stated that prior 
to this incident, there have 
been no other complaints or 
disciplinary actions against 
Burton of a similar nature 
during her tenure with Leb-
anon schools. However, in-
formation regarding such 
incidents is also protected 

employee information.
“In light of these develop-

ments, LHS staff have been 
equipped with information 
to address student inquiries 
and emotions,” Stefani ex-
plained. “Our professional 
school counselors and on-
staff mental health thera-
pists are also available to 
support students who may 
need assistance.”

Stefani stressed the impor-
tance of community involve-
ment, urging anyone with 

information relevant to the 
case to come forward.

“Parents and caregivers are 
encouraged to report any 
concerns to school district 
administrators or the police 
to facilitate formal investiga-
tions aimed at ensuring the 
safety of students and the 
community,” she said.

Regarding rumors circu-
lating within the communi-
ty, Stefani clarified that the 
District had not received 
prior reports of misconduct 
involving Burton. She under-
scored the legal obligation of 
district staff to promptly re-
port any suspicions of child 
abuse or misconduct.

“LCSD adheres to state law 
and district protocols when 
handling allegations of sexu-
al misconduct involving chil-
dren,” Stefani affirmed. “We 
follow the law (ORS 339.388), 
ensuring due process and 
compliance throughout such 
investigations.”

As the legal process un-
folds, LCSD stated they re-
main committed to trans-
parency, safety and the 
well-being of its students. 
LHS is cooperating fully with 
law enforcement and en-
courages anyone with addi-
tional information to come 
forward.

May 22. For more informa-
tion, call 541.258.4926 or 
email libraryinfo@ci.lebanon.
or.us.

First Fridays downtown
The Lebanon Downtown 

Association hosts its First Fri-
day events from 5-8 p.m. ev-
ery first Friday of the month. 
With a special theme each 
month, downtown merchants 
invite the public to partici-
pate in the event, check out 
their businesses and enjoy 
historic Lebanon.

March 1: Pub Crawl
April 5: Spring Fling Farm 

to Table
May 3: Cinco de Mayo
June 7: Strawberries
July 5: Red, White and 

Boozy
Aug. 2: Food & Drinks from 

Around the World
Sept. 6: Crafters Night
Oct. 4: Harvest Festival
Nov. 1: Chili Cookoff, Shop 

Small
Dec. 6: Christmas in the 

Park

Genealogy meeting
The next meeting of the 

Lebanon Genealogical Soci-
ety will be at 12:30 p.m. on 
Friday, March 1, at the Leb-
anon Public Library Com-

munity Room, 55 Academy 
St. There will be a surprise 
speaker. This is a fun oppor-
tunity to learn about history 
and find your roots.

Teen Coding Club
Lebanon Public Library’s 

Teen Advisory Group hosts 
its newest club, Teen Coding 
Club, from 4-5 p.m. on Mon-
day, March 4, at the library’s 
youth section, 55 Academy St. 

Bring your own computer 
and join other teens who are 
between the ages of 12 and 18. 
TAG leaders will be on-hand 
to help teens who are already 
coding or would like to learn 
how to get started. This club 
is for anyone who would like 
to hang out with other teens 
who like all things related to 
coding. Teens can share ideas, 
chat and enjoy snacks. All lev-
els are welcome to attend. 

The club is held every 
first Monday of the month. 
For more information, call 
541.258.4926 or email library-
info@ci.lebanon.or.us.

Forum on 
affordable housing

The League of Women Vot-
ers hosts a forum, “Afford-
able Housing, Here and Now,” 
at 6:30 p.m. on Wednesday, 
March 6, at the Lebanon Pub-
lic Library, 55 Academy St.

Co-sponsored by the Rotary 

Club, the forum will address 
how the city, the state and 
private agencies are address-
ing the shortage of affordable 
housing for both buyers and 
renters, and both moderate- 
and low-income residents. 

Panelists will represent 
the City of Lebanon, DevNW, 
Crossroads Communities, the 
Linn-Benton Housing Au-
thority, and the Farmworkers 
Housing Development Cor-
poration. Each speaker will 
make a brief presentation, and 
a question-and-answer period 
will follow. 

The forum is free of charge 
and open to all. For more in-
formation, contact Linda at 
503.707.1539.

Book club
Lebanon Public Library 

hosts a monthly Adult Book 
Club (18+) at 5:30 p.m. at 55 
Academy St. This event will be 
held March 6, April 3, May 1 
and June 5.

A new book is discussed 
every month. For more in-
formation or to inquire 
about the current book, call 
541.258.4926 or email library-
info@ci.lebanon.or.us.

Cheadle Lake walk
Build Lebanon Trails invites 

the community to join them 
on a Cheadle Lake walk/pre-

LOCAL EVENTS
From page 2

See Local Events, Page 11
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Sodaville Council decides fate of water bill, driveway widths

Pool director reports current maintenance issues

By Sarah Brown
Lebanon Local

The Sodaville City Council 
at its Jan. 25 meeting ques-
tioned how it should respond 
to burst pipe water charges 
and whether they should 
adopt more lenient laws re-
garding paved driveways.

Following the ice storm 
that hit the state in mid-Jan-
uary, Public Works Director 
JD Burns reported a resi-
dent was unable to access his 
shop because it was uphill 
and the road was slick with 
ice; even City staff were un-
able to drive out. During the 
storm, a pipe in the shop had 
burst, causing a high loss of 
water and, ultimately, a high 
water bill.

City Administrator/Re-
corder Alex McHaddad of-
fered a suggestion to cut the 
resident’s bill in half as a sort 
of compromise, given the cir-
cumstances. He clarified the 
resident’s bill usually hovers 
around $60, but this incident 
put him at around $373 (at 
the water restriction rate).

“We want people to be con-
serving, and they’ve been 
conserving” but now they’re 
hit with a water bill they 
had little to no control over, 
McHaddad said. He noted 
there was a similar situation 
with a different resident this 
past summer where they 
charged only half the cost.

Councilor Adina Olivares 
stressed she wanted to be 

sure the council remained 
“consistent and fair” with 
everyone when they make 
these kinds of decisions. 
Councilor Joseph Parsons 
also noted the council ad-
dressed this issue the previ-
ous month, essentially deter-
mining that “if it’s anything 
behind the meter, it’s not our 
responsibility.”

“Ordinarily when there’s 
an enforcement action like 
this, people are responsible 
for mitigating it,” McHaddad 
said. “But if they’re prevent-
ed from mitigating it them-
selves, I think we can give 
them some leniency.”

Olivares agreed this par-
ticular situation by an Act of 
God prevented the proper-

ty owner and city staff from 
identifying the problem, 
and some sort of mitigation 
should be considered. Par-
sons also wanted to take a 
person’s history with water 
and water bills into consid-
eration. After some back and 
forth among the councilors, 
they agreed to charge the 
property owner half the cost 
of his bill.

The council next addressed 
an issue regarding a proper-
ty owner who is going to be 
required to install a 22-foot-
wide paved driveway due 
to a current city ordinance; 
they noted Sodaville Road 
is only 20 feet wide. It is an 
ordinance that several coun-
cil members said doesn’t 

make sense. Olivares even 
noted that, given the recent 
ice storm, a gravel driveway 
would be easier or safer to 
drive on during such weath-
er. The council approved a 
motion to initiate an amend-
ment to the ordinance to 
adopt Linn County pave-
ment standards, which has 
less stringent requirements. 
The amended ordinance will 
be reviewed during the Feb-
ruary council meeting.

In other business:
• McHaddad reported 

the City spent “a little over” 
$90,000 in water hauling 
for the fiscal year and had 
“scraped together” $104,000 
for the purpose, leaving a 
$14,000 surplus. However, 
the budget for liability insur-
ance was short and health 
insurance premiums were 
recently raised. McHaddad 
recommended the council 
move the surplus to cover 
those unexpected expenses.
• McHaddad reported the 

Legislature made a mistake 
in its appropriations for So-
daville’s water funding grant; 
he expects the error to be 
fixed soon. While the City 
waits for the funding for the 
new well project, it is tackling 
necessary paperwork and 
discussions with an engineer 
and the property owner.
• The Council appointed 

McHaddad as the budget 
officer for the 2024-25 fis-
cal year, and designated The 

New Era/Lebanon Local as 
the City’s paper of record.
• McHaddad shared he 

might be offered a different 
job soon. If that is the case, 
the Council will have about a 
month to hire a replacement, 
but he will make himself 
available to assist with the 
transition. 
• Burns reported Dec. 12, 

2023 was the last day the 
City hauled water in, and the 
City’s reservoir hit the full 
mark on Jan. 4, 2024.
• The Council tabled a de-

cision regarding a perma-
nent rate change for water 
use in excess of 7,500 gal-
lons during normal periods, 
charging two cents per gal-
lon above 7,500 gallons. It 
is expected this would help 
replenish lost funding due to 
water hauling this past year. 
They opted to hold a work 
session Feb. 8 to discuss the 
matter further.
• The Council adopted 

a resolution transferring 
$5,000 from LGIP (the State 
Pool Account) into the City’s 
checking account, and mov-
ing $496 from checking into 
LGIP (which comes from the 
$2 base rate from water bills 
and is to be reserved for re-
pairs and maintenance).
• The Council appointed 

Parsons as a member to the 
board of the Oregon Cas-
cades West Council of Gov-
ernments, and Olivares as 
alternate director.

By Sarah Brown
Lebanon Local

The Lebanon Aquatic Dis-
trict at its Jan. 22 meeting 
approved a resolution essen-
tially transfering funds in the 
amount of $95,000 to cover 
the expense of a new boiler 
for the Lebanon Community 
Pool.

Executive Director Lor-
lee Engler reported the LAD 
recently purchased a new 
two-boiler water system, 
which is planned to be in-
stalled some time between 
March and April. The resolu-
tion allows a previous trans-
fer of $70,000 from the gener-
al fund into the reserve fund 
to be reversed and put into 
the capital category within 
the general fund, and allows 
a total of $25,000 to be trans-
ferred out of the personnel 
services category into the 
capital category and the ma-
terials and services/building 
maintenance category.

Engler reported that of 
the building maintenance’s 
beginning balance fund of 
$36,000, only $12,000 re-
mains for the rest of the fiscal 

year. The $36,000 is a “really 
healthy amount,” she said, 
but the pool is old and “stuff 
breaks when you least expect 
it to.”

“I anticipate that, if things 
just keep kind of going the 
way they’re going, then we 
might run out of that money 
between now and June,” En-
gler said.

She gave an example of a 
recent maintenance issue 
with the water makeup valve, 

which automatically fills the 
warm pool when it detects 
low water levels. It has been 
overfilling the warm pool, so 
staff has gotten in the habit 
of just turning the valve off, 
but they sometimes forget to 
turn it back on. Funds were 
spent to determine and fix 
the problem.

On a side note, the recent ice 
storm in mid-January caused 
ice to form on the heater coils 
in the men’s locker room, En-

gler said. The boiler “conked 
out,” which prevented the 
swimming pool building from 
having any heat, and the cold 
weather got into the pipes, 
effectively breaking the heat-
er in the men’s locker room. 
She’s also tackling a problem 
with an outdated HVAC con-
troller, which she believes has 
faulty coding that cannot be 
accessed due to the develop-
er’s proprietary code.

In other business:

• While reviewing a reso-
lution to adopt public con-
tracting rules, Board Director 
Jereme Guenther asked if a 
particular paragraph could 
be removed that indicated 
giving preference to people of 
color “and other such things”

“I don’t believe that is nec-
essary to open the door for 
us to discriminate against 
people, which I don’t think we 
would ever do, so why are we 
opening the door?” Guenther 
said. 

The board unanimously 
approved the resolution as 
amended per Guenther’s re-
quest.
• Engler reported the LAD 

and Lebanon Community 
School District will be negoti-
ating the renewal of the lease 
contract.
• The board approved a 

new contract and salary for 
the executive director, retro-
active Nov. 1. Guenther noted 
he didn’t agree with the salary 
increase, stating he believes 
it’s more than they can afford. 
The contract was approved 
by three yes, two no votes.

Photo by Sarah Brown
The Sodaville City Council discusses water issues during its 
meeting on Jan. 25.

Photo by Sarah Brown
The Sodaville City Council discusses water issues during its meeting on Jan. 25.



| PAGE 7February 21 2024 | Lebanon Local

By Sarah Brown
Lebanon Local

This past month, the School 
Board for the Lebanon Com-
munity School District award-
ed bids for facility projects, and 
regular reports were heard. 
One report included enroll-
ment numbers for each class 
in the district, revealing where 
“overcrowding” may require 
discussions with teachers to 
alleviate the burden. This is 
the first time the District has 
reported on class sizes since it 
negotiated its recent collective 
bargaining agreement with li-
censed District staff.

In a special school board 
meeting held Jan. 18, the 
board:
• Awarded the Lacomb 

School roofing project to ABC 
Roofing to replace the main 
section of roof over the el-
ementary school section of 
the school in the amount of 
$1,644,172. Board Member 
Melissa Baurer asked if the 
other part of the roof was 
found to be in good condition, 
to which COO Will Lewis re-
sponded it is a 20-year roof 
that is at 20 years, so it will 
eventually need to be replaced 
as well. At this point in time, 
he added, the District needs to 
focus spending its funds on the 
“critical need” projects first.
• Awarded the high school 

Cafeteria Equipment Project to 
Curtis Restaurant Equipment 
to replace cafeteria equipment 
in the amount of $347,014. 
They were the only bidders to 
respond to a request for pro-
posal. The need is there be-
cause, Lewis said, the lunch 
service has “dramatically” in-
creased since the pandemic 
from about 250 meals served 
to now about 600. Plus, some 
of the current equipment is 
failing.
• Awarded the high school 

Cafeteria Renovation Project 
to First Cascade Corporation 
in the amount of $141,580. The 
board, as required by law, also 
approved an increase in the 
limit for immediate procure-
ment to cover that amount.

During the regular Feb. 8 
board meeting: 
• Special Education Director 

Steve Woodcock reported on 
data for restraint and seclu-
sion actions during the 2022-
23 school year. There were 
six times when restraint was 
enacted and 40 times when 
seclusion was used. A history 
of incidents since the 2013-14 
school year revealed the num-
ber of restraints has declined 
drastically, while the number 
of seclusion increased dras-
tically. It was noted that only 
two students this past school 
year were among those placed 

in seclusion. All the students in 
the data this year were white, a 
majority were male, a majority 
had a disability, and two were 
economically disadvantaged.
• Supt. Jennifer Meckley 

presented the winter STAR 
progress for K-8 in reading 
and math. The numbers are 
in relation to “normed” num-
bers across the nation, she ex-
plained. By looking specifically 
at the average percentile rank, 
the District can see growth that 
they are “so pleased” to see, 
with a 53 percentile increase 
in reading and 40 percentile 
growth in math. Comparing 
Fall’s data with Winter’s, all 
schools except Hamilton Creek 
showed growth, ranging from 
+3 to +13. Hamilton Creek 
scored -1 in reading and +1 in 
math; Meckley attributed it to 
a high number of new teachers 
at the school.
• In responding to the re-

cent collective bargaining 

agreement with licensed Dis-
trict staff, Meckley provided a 
report of class sizes and case 
management loads. In the 
agenda packet on the subject, 
she stated, “We make every 
effort to keep the classes and 
case management loads with-
in the recommended ranges. 
When they are higher, it is our 
goal to provide some extra 
support to the employee.” 

For K-8, the report showed 
all schools but Cascades have 
four or five class sizes that 
are above the recommended 
enrollment, but only by one 
to six extra students. River-
view had the highest number 
of “over enrolled” students. 
Meckley explained there are 
a variety of reasons a class 
size might be higher than rec-
ommended, but emphasized 
open enrollment as one of the 
main reasons. “We’re working 
on transitioning away from 
open enrollment so that we 

can avoid overcrowded schools 
and schools that have far less 
students,” she said. 

According to the report, the 
school enrollment indicates 
the following total numbers: 
Cascades 262, Green Acres 
310, Hamilton Creek 263, La-
comb 224, Pioneer 336, River-
view 421. At Seven Oak Middle 
School, 42 of its 171 classes ex-
ceed the recommended class 
sizes. At the high school, 40 of 
its 566 classes exceeded the 
recommended class sizes, to 
which Meckley explained the 
new block scheduling has con-
tributed to the issue. Musical 
Theater Production holds the 
highest number of students 
with 60; a high school class is 
considered over the recom-
mended size when it reaches 
32. Board member Tom Oliver 
noted some Language Arts 
classes are under-limit while 
others are over, and some 
Spanish classes exceed num-
bers while French classes have 
very low enrollment numbers. 
Meckley added that timing 
of class electives may be con-
tributing to some of the over-
crowding.
• COO William Lewis III re-

ported the contract with Sand 
Ridge Charter School is up for 
renewal. The Board agreed to 
set up a meeting time with the 
school to negotiate the con-
tract terms. 
• Lewis reported the roof-

ing contract has not yet been 
signed by the contractor. He 
said the District is “working 
through that.” If for some rea-
son the contract does not go 
through, the District is pre-
pared with a back-up plan and 
will report to the Board at the 
time they cross that bridge, he 
said. 
• Lewis reported the new 

classroom building at Seven 
Oak is on its way to being fin-
ished as the roof has now been 
completed. The first cut on the 
concrete floor, HVAC and win-
dows are installed, and the sid-
ing is currently going up. The 
second cut on the floor and 
classroom framing is next on 
the to-do list. He expects the 
building to be completed by 
May.
• Lewis told the board the 

facilities department staff are 
looking at ways to be more 
efficient. The District’s main 
storage facility is at the for-
mer school in Waterloo. The 
District received air purifiers 
for every school in the district, 
plus five years’ worth of fil-
ters, he said. All of that will be 
shipped and stored in Waterloo 
until staff need to install them, 
all of which essentially costs 
money to do (mileage, driving 
time, etc.). On a side note, the 
District is canceling its con-
tract with the City of Lebanon, 
which maintains landscape for 
the District, and will use its 
own staff to continue the work. 
The landscape/maintenance 
crew will use winter months 
to focus more on maintenance 
needs.

“What we’re trying to do is 
get more efficient with the cur-
rent staff we have, and then 
utilize those individuals… to do 
the maintenance and addition-
al maintenance needs around 
the school district (during win-
ter months),” he said.
• Oliver reported that Board 

Member Mike Martin submit-
ted his resignation for the po-
sition. The board will declare 
the seat’s vacancy at its next 
meeting and begin the process 
of appointing a qualified resi-
dent, he said.

School District presents first report on class sizes

Highlighted data indicates which elementary classes are 
considered overcrowded.

Lebanon’s
New Neighbor Program
Lebanon is welcoming new

residents to town by
extending hospitality from
our local merchants as well
as maps and guides to help
them settle in Our Town!  

If you or someone you know is new
to Lebanon and would like a 

New Neighbor Packet 
Stop by the Lebanon Chamber of Commerce  

Monday-Saturday
1040 S. Park St., Lebanon

And it’s FREE!

“Welcome!”
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By Kristy Tallman
Lebanon Local

The story of Hangry Solu-
tions, which some would 
consider a culinary gem in 
the heart of Lebanon, is not 
just about its dishes; it’s a 
narrative woven with pas-
sion, perseverance and a 
profound sense of commu-
nity. 

The dynamic duo behind 
Hangry Solutions, Marcie 
Lindley and Ronda Vinson, 
sat down for an interview, 
offering a glimpse into their 
journey from dreamers to 
community champions.

Lindley, an executive chef 
with a lifelong love for culi-
nary arts, began her journey 
in the restaurant business 
in the ‘90s after graduat-
ing from culinary school in 
2008. The dream of Hangry 
Solutions took root during 
the challenges posed by the 
COVID-19 pandemic and 
personal loss, creating a per-
fect storm that propelled 
Lindley and Vinson into ac-
tion. 

“COVID happened, my 
husband died,” Lindley re-
flected. “A whole bunch of 
things came together. And 
it was like, let’s do this. Let’s 
just start it. You don’t know if 
you’re gonna fail unless you 
start slowly. We’re not fail-
ing. Right? You don’t know if 
you’re gonna fail unless you 
start.”

Hangry Solutions initial-
ly took the form of a food 
truck, hitting the streets 
of Lebanon in September 
2020. Despite the challeng-
es posed by the pandemic, 
the truck turned out to be a 
blessing in disguise. 

“It was a dream and pas-
sion for us to open a food 
truck, and we started that 
venture,” Vinson said. “It 
turned out to be a blessing 
for us.”

However, the desire for a 
more personal connection 
with customers led Lindley 
and Vinson to transition to 
a brick-and-mortar restau-
rant, taking over the space 
where Lindley once man-
aged the former Bigfoot 
Bites kitchen.

The journey of opening 
the food truck in the begin-
ning of COVID-19 was not 
without its challenges. Lind-
ley and Vinson vividly de-
scribed the hardships faced 
during their time in the food 
truck, a space that brought 
unique obstacles.

“Wearing masks, operat-
ing carefully like a ballet, 
and it’s a whole different ex-
perience,” Lindley shared. 

The constraints of the 
food truck, exacerbated by 
COVID-19 restrictions, cre-

ated a challenging environ-
ment, with temperatures 
soaring 25 to 35 degrees 
hotter inside the truck. De-
spite the difficulties, their 
resilience and determina-
tion shone through, propel-
ling them to consider new 
horizons and eventually 
establish Hangry Solutions’ 
current location. Vinson de-
scribed the transition.

“We kind of weighed our 
options. Did we want to 
sweat to death in the sum-
mer and freeze in the win-
ter? And most important for 
Marcie and me,” Vinson said, 
looking at Lindley, “correct 
me if I’m wrong, we wanted 
to have that connection with 
our customers.”

Gaining a nod of approval 
from Lindley she continued.

“We want them to feel like 
they are our family. The in-
teraction that we got to have 
with them before was just 
through the window. Now 
that they can come in and 
sit down, we learn more 
about them and their fami-
lies, and they learn about us. 
But yeah, we figured it was 
time to try something differ-
ent. And here we are today, 
we’ve been here, open since 
the 13th of March, almost a 
year, a year!”

Lindley agreed, stating 
they want their customers 
to feel like they are their 
family.

Hangry Solutions stands 
out not just for its diverse 
menu with specialty ham-
burgers and sandwiches, as 
well as an array of home-
style cooked dishes, but the 
restaurant is also known 
for its affordability and the 
owners’ heartwarming com-
mitment to the town. Lind-
ley’s dedication to ensuring 
that the locals can enjoy a 
meal without breaking the 
bank goes beyond the price 
tags on the menu.

“I did not get into this 
business to get rich,” Lindley 
said. “What I want is for my 
local community to be able 
to go out to eat at least once 
a week, not break the bank, 
feed the whole family.”

This commitment to ac-
cessibility is reflected in the 
restaurant’s portion sizes, 
which are notably generous. 
Lindley and Vinson, during 
the interview, shared that 
they specifically design larg-
er portions with the inten-
tion of promoting shared 
meals, making it easier for 
single mothers with large 
families and the elderly on 
fixed incomes to enjoy a sat-
isfying meal without worry-
ing about the cost.

“We like to do it for single 
moms who have a lot of kids. 

That’s why I’m here,” Lindley 
added.

Vinson echoed the sen-
timent, emphasizing their 
desire to extend this afford-
ability to the elderly, who 
can come in, buy one meal, 
and share it.

The portions at Han-
gry Solutions are not just 
about satisfying appetites, 
but about fostering a sense 
of community around the 
dining table. By providing 
substantial servings, the la-
dies  ensure that everyone at 
the table can enjoy a hearty 
meal, making it a natural 
gathering place for families 
and individuals alike.

The restaurant’s generosi-
ty extends beyond the menu, 
especially during the holi-
day season. Lindley and Vin-
son shared how they donat-
ed meals, sometimes funded 

by the community, to those 
in need. Whether it’s a single 
mother with a large family 
or an elderly individual on a 
fixed income, the ladies aim 
to make a positive impact on 
the community, one meal at 
a time.

The day to day grind, 
though, is a tough one for 
these ladies as they both 
open and close the restau-
rant every day. One of these 
such challenges came with 
January’s ice storm. The 
restaurant lost power for five 
days, but made it through 
with help from an anony-
mous community member 
who donated $1,000 to help 
with the loss of food. Vinson 
noted it was a blessing and a 
humbling experience.

“We have had other peo-
ple that have donated to us 
along the way,” she said. “We 

had family help, bonuses, 
and someone donated our 
kegerator. And then we have 
a customer that every once 
in a while leaves a card with 
$100. So we feel like we’re 
doing the right things.”

Lindley agreed, adding, “I 
think the one that’s gonna 
stick with me is that large 
donation for no reason oth-
er than they didn’t want us 
to suffer, right? And that 
huge sense of community 
and welcoming that we’ve 
received coming into this 
town. It means a lot to me.”

Owning and running a 
restaurant is no easy feat, 
and they’ve faced their 
share of challenges. Howev-
er, Lindley and Vinson ap-
proach these hurdles with 
a determination to make a 

Photo by Kristy Tallman
Above: Executive Chef Marcie Lindley, left, and co-owner Ronda Vinson pose for a photo. 
They will celebrate the restaurant’s one year anniversary at their new location on March 13. 
Below: Staff at Hangry Solutions prep for an evening dinner rush.

Feelin’ a bit Hangry - There’s a solution for that

See Hangry, Page 9
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Muddy Creek  
Open House
Solar energy leader Qcells invites you to come 
learn more about an innovative new energy and 
agriculture project in Linn County. 

Muddy Creek Energy Park is an agrivoltaics 
project combining solar panels with agriculture 
and sheep grazing on 1,100 acres in southern 
Linn County. It would generate enough energy 
for up to 34,000 homes while keeping valuable 
agricultural land in production. 

We’ll have information to share and experts 
covering all areas of agrivoltaics and Muddy Creek 
Energy Park. We look forward to seeing you there.

For more information, please visit 
www.muddycreeksolar.com. 

PLEASE JOIN US

Tuesday, March 5, 2024
5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Life Northwest in Harrisburg, 
rooms 125 and 120

Light 
refreshments 
provided.

Theater students perform “Newsies, Jr.”
By Sarah Brown
Lebanon Local

The Lebanon High School’s 
Musical Theater Production 
class raised the curtain on its 
first play of the school year, 
“Newsies, Jr.,” providing full 
cast entertainment on Feb. 
9-10.

“It was so fun,” sophomore 
Sami Lovely said. “I was very 
nervous, but once you’re on 
stage all the adrenaline just 
goes away.”

Lovely played two roles, 
that of newsgal Hazel and 
vaudeville performer Ada.

Disney’s “Newsies Jr.” 
is a 60-minute version of 
the 2012 Broadway musi-
cal based on the 1992 film. 
Based on a true story out of 
New York City at the end of 
the 19th century, the musi-
cal play follows charismatic 
leader Jack Kelly, a newsboy 
who wants to be an artist out 
west. When publisher Joseph 
Pulitzer raises his newspa-
per prices at the newsboys’ 
expense, Kelly leads the 
city’s newsies in a strike that 
ultimately teaches the kids 
resilience and unity.

Senior Keegan Baughman, 
who played the role of Kelly, 
said the opening night was 

“amazing,” even though he 
noticed they made errors 
throughout the night.

“I don’t think anyone (in 
the audience) noticed the 
things that were missed be-
cause we improv-ed, which 
is what you do when that 
happens,” Baughman said. 
“Everyone involved in this, 
they did a great job; I’m so 
proud of them.”

He said the hardest part 
for him during the school se-
mester was memorization of 
all his lines, but for the crew 
as a whole, he noted one of 
the hardest things was the 
ice storm in mid-January, 
which forced them to push 
forward the production a 
few weeks later.

The character of Katherine 
Plummer, Pulitzer’s daugh-
ter, was played by junior 
Marie Wallace. She echoed 
Baughman’s sentiment that 
opening night was “amaz-
ing.”

“I was absolutely terrified, 
but it went so well,” she said. 
“Everyone worked so good 
together and I’m just so hap-
py that we all got to do this 
together. It was awesome.”

Led by choir teacher 
Emma Christensen and 

band teacher Aaron Smith, 
the class consisted of about 
60 students. After the school 
year began on Sept. 6, 2023, 
they began work on the Dis-
ney production.

“We fiddle around for 
about the first month,” Smith 
said.

This was the first year both 
Smith and Christensen took 
the helm of the high school’s 
bi-annual presentation. The 
band teacher said he espe-
cially liked the weekend con-
struction builds when a lot 
of the students come in and 
“just demo and build, demo 
and build, demo and build.” 
They take old stage builds, 
tear them down and rebuild 
what’s needed for the cur-
rent play. Given that most or 
none of them have construc-
tion experience, they used 
online videos to try to “figure 
it out,” he said.

“I think the best part was 
in the last few weeks, once 
everyone got really com-
fortable with their lines and 
memorization and every-
thing,” Christensen said. “It 
just really seemed to come to 
life on stage and see people 
be a lot more confident and 
expressive; it’s fun to watch.”

Photos by Sarah Brown
Above, musical theater production students at LHS end a 
musical score while performing “Newsies Jr.” Below, Saphira 
Brown, left, and Abigail Ghio, right, adjust the makeup for 
Izabel Scott who played two roles in “Newsies Jr.”

positive impact. 
“We believe in making a 

difference, not just through 
our food but also through 
our actions,” Vinson said.

This belief is vividly dis-
played in their extensive 
involvement during Child 
Abuse Awareness Month 
in April. Lindley and Vin-
son actively support Dala’s 
Blue Angels, an organization 
committed to promoting the 
well-being of children and 
preventing child abuse and 
neglect through education 
and advocacy.

Each year, Hangry Solu-
tions participates in the 
annual “Walk a Mile for a 
Child” event, a Dala’s Blue 
Angels initiative. The event, 
held on the first Saturday of 
April, serves as a fundrais-
er to support child abuse 
awareness and education.

In addition to their active 
participation, Hangry Solu-
tions helps sponsor and un-
dertakes the responsibility 
of “painting the town blue” 
in the last week of March. 
Volunteers, in collaboration 
with the restaurant, embark 
on a mission to adorn Main 
Street with blue ribbons, 
visually symbolizing the 
town’s stance against child 

abuse. Further exemplifying 
their commitment, through-
out the entire month of 
April, Hangry Solutions do-
nates one dollar for every 
hamburger sold, an effort 
that garnered 1,107 dona-
tions last year. The Duo also 
helps decorate the town 
during Christmas.

Lindley and Vinson also 
shared how they donate 
meals, sometimes funded by 
the community, to those in 
need. Whether it’s a single 
mother with a large family 
or an elderly individual on 
a fixed income, they aim to 
make a positive impact on 
the community, one meal at 
a time, reinforcing the idea 
that everyone should have 
the opportunity to enjoy a 
delicious meal, regardless of 
their financial situation.

“We have one lady that 
comes in and says, ‘Can I 
put $10 towards so and so?’ 
So we’ll say okay, and then 
we’ll let that person know 
that they have soup com-
ing,” Lindley explained. “Or 
they’ll say they want to pay, 
we say don’t worry about it. 
We got it. We just want to 
feed them when we can.”

Vinson echoed Lindley’s 
thoughts.

“And as long as they’re 
respectful of our property 
and us when they’re here 
and our other customers, we 

don’t mind.”
Looking ahead, Lindley 

and Vinson are focused on 
maintaining the quality and 
quantity of their offerings 
rather than expanding to 
additional locations. They 
aim to ensure that every 
customer experiences the 
same level of excellence. 

Lindley said that’s why 
they are at the restaurant all 
the time. 

“Yeah, I think because we 
cook everything, we want 
everything to be the same for 
every person, even though 
we give off that homestyle 
feel and that comfort feel. 
We still want our plates to 
be uniform. We still want ev-
erything to look the same,” 
she said.

Vinson said they will con-
tinue to do catering events. 

“We love doing that. That’s 
the one time that she (Lind-
ley) goes completely into 
heaven is working catering 
events.”

As Hangry Solutions 
marks nearly a year since 
their March 13 opening at 
the new location, the own-
ers remain deeply grateful 
for the overwhelming sup-
port from the community. 

“There’s so many things 
we’re thankful for,” Vinson 
said.

“And we don’t take any of it 
for granted,” Lindley added.

HANGRY
From page 8
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ACCOUNTING

(541) 258-4829
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Affordable Individual Income Tax 
Preparation, Payroll, Bookkeeping

& Business Services
610 Park Street

kari@denilass.com | www.denilass.com
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HOME & GARDEN

1055 Tangent St. Lebanon

MON- FRI 7:30AM-6PM
 SATURDAY 8AM-5PM

541-258-7107
www.summitacehg.com

ART SUPPLIES

(503) 318-9648
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BUILDING SUPPLIES

(541) 451-1234

Lebanon Area

��������������������
�����������
���	����������
�����������	����������

EQUIPMENT

(541) 451-5213

"Powerful Equipment, Local Service"

1215 W Airway Road
Lebanon OR 97355

CascadePowerLebanon.com

Hours: M-F 8am-5pm
Sat 8am-noon

FURNITURE

(541) 259-3646

2582 S. SANTIAM HWY.

INSURANCE

(541) 223-0404
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beechhillstudios.com
beechhillstudios@gmail.com

“Creating your perfect living 
space so you can thrive”

Beech Hill Studios, LLC

45 E. Sherman Street
Lebanon, Oregon

Maryann Ewing, ASID

(503) 867-5534

INTERIOR DESIGN JEWELRY

(541) 258-2888

722 S. Main Street
tremlsjewelry.com

Custom Design
Diamond Specialist

JOLENE 
MULLENIX
Loan Consultant
NMLS #853502

(541) 570-2322

NMLS#174457

www.loanDepot.com/jmullenix

LOANS

Equal Housing Opportunity | 56 E. Airport Rd., 
Lebanon, OR 97355. loanDepot.com, LLC NMLS ID 

174457. Licensed by the OR Division of Finance and 
Corporate Securities, Mortgage Lending ML-4972. 

(091923 120284-1723)

REAL ESTATE

2345 S. Santiam Hwy., 
Lebanon, OR 97355

(541) 258-6100
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LOVE WHERE YOU LIVE, SHOP WHERE YOU LIVE.

By Sarah Brown
Lebanon Local

The Waterloo City Coun-
cil took some time during its 
Jan. 23 meeting to discuss 
how they might encourage 
more people to be involved 
as city councilors.

Councilor Kevin Faulk 
noted this topic has always 
“been an issue” in the city.

“People just seem to kind 
of want to be left alone out 
here,” he said.

The Council consists of six 
seats, plus the mayor. Cur-
rently there are four coun-
cilors serving; Councilor  
Allen Shearer passed away 
after the metting. With the 
possibility of two seats be-
ing empty, the City faces 
more pressure to weigh its 
remaining options.

“If you don’t have commu-
nity involvement, you don’t 
have a working govern-
ment,” Mayor Justin Cary 
said.

He also said this has “al-
ways been an issue,” partic-
ularly with finding someone 
who would serve as mayor, 
and in his experience there 
has always been at least one 
empty councilor seat.

When discussing the City 
newsletter, Cary asked if 
Council would be okay with 

him including a “note from 
the mayor” wherein he 
could try to elicit more par-
ticipation.

“We really need to stir the 
pot as far as getting some 
folks to participate in this 
council,” he said. “Not just 
as part of the Council, but 
just in general coming to 
the Council meetings and 
be involved. I really feel like 
we’re at a point where if we 
don’t get involvement, we’re 
gonna have issues having a 
council.”

City Recorder Brandi Li-
bra suggested going door 
to door to encourage more 
participation, but noted 
there are only “a handful” 
of residents who might re-
spond. Council members 
mentioned they might know 
one or two people they 
could ask to get involved.

“If we don’t get fresh blood 
or some interest, I don’t 
know what we’re gonna do,” 
Cary said.

Cary said he has made 
the decision this will be his 
last year as mayor, hoping 
someone else will step up to 
participate in the process of 
serving as mayor or coun-
cilor. He has so far served as 
mayor for five years. If the 
City does not have enough 

councilors and/or a mayor 
to serve, they will have to 
consider unincorporating 
the city. Cary also said there 
is a problem finding enough 
qualified citizens to serve 
on the budget committee. If 
there’s not enough residents 
participating, the City can-
not legally pass the budget, 
he said.

“I think this year we’ll kind 
of have to see if the commu-
nity is going to respond or 
not,” Cary said.

In other business:
• Cary reported the City 

received one bid for an ar-
chaeology project that must 
be performed before the 
City can use grant funds to-
ward a building project at 

City Hall; he is waiting on 
a response from the tribal 
community. Funds distrib-
uted to Waterloo through 
the American Rescue Plan 
Act (ARPA) (with 75% 
matching USDA funds) were 
earmarked to be used to in-
stall a bathroom and HVAC 
at City Hall, and potentially 
the addition of a community 
room. Tribes requested an 
archaeological survey first 
be completed to ensure no 
indigenous artifacts are dis-
turbed.
• Faulk recommended 

the City decline the idea of 
drawing up an ordinance 
allowing use of UTVs (with 
restrictions) in the city. He 
explained his concern that 

more UTVs would be used 
and the City does not have 
the resources to enforce the 
law.
• Street Master Adam Bes-

kow reported he re-erected 
the street sign at 6th and 
Card streets, and staff began 
cleaning street signs that 
had been tagged. He said 
police reports have been 
filed for the tagging, and 
video footage has also been 
captured. Beskow asked 
Libra about a pothole on 
3rd Street, to which she re-
sponded she’s finding it dif-
ficult to find someone who 
would fix it.
• Cary reported that bud-

get season is here and the 
City needs to find residents 
who would participate on 
the budget committee. He 
also reported election dead-
lines are approaching for 
anyone interested in run-
ning for a council seat.
• Libra reported she has 

been having problems with 
the the City’s computer 
and printer, mostly due to 
a virus. Most functions are 
beginning to work proper-
ly since the computer has 
been cleaned of the virus, 
but Libra is still working out 
some bugs.

Waterloo Council discusses need for more involvement

Photo by Sarah Brown
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25 N Santiam Hwy • (541) 451-3995
ixtapamexicanrestaurant.com

Mexican RestaurantIxtaPa
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Not valid with any other offer.

Gift Certificates Available Now!

5412584040
1188 S MAIN ST.

CARRY OUT | DELIVERY

$3
OFF EXPIRES 3/15/2024

CAN’T BE COMBINED
WITH OTHER DEALS OR OFFERS

ANY GIANT
PIZZA

FREE
McMuffin®

Breakfast Sandwich
of equal or lesser value with
purchase of any McMuffin®

Breakfast Sandwich

FREE
Medium Fries and
Medium Soft Drink

With purchase of a
premium sandwich

valued at $2 or more

Expires 12/31/24

Valid only at
Lebanon, OR McDonald’s®
Not valid with any other offer,

discount, coupon or meal. Limit
one coupon per person per visit.

Cash value 1/20 of 1 cent.
Expires 12/31/24

Valid only at
Lebanon, OR McDonald’s®
Not valid with any other offer,

discount, coupon or meal. Limit
one coupon per person per visit.

Cash value 1/20 of 1 cent.

FACEBOOK.COM/SCHMIZZALEBANON

• 36 Beers on tap
• Growler FIlls
• Pizza, Burgers,
  pasta & more!

2602 S. SANTIAM HWY, LEBANON

541-451-1141

TAQUERIA
DOS ARBOLITOS

Great Mexican Food!
50 W. Oak St., Lebanon

541-258-5798

DOWNLOAD OUR APP
TO SEE OUR DAILY SPECIALS

Online Ordering • Outdoor Patio Section • Oregon Lottery

(541) 367-1560 • 6305 US 20 Foster • pointsweethome.com
Sun-Thur: 8am-8pm  | Fri-Sat: 6am-9pm 

EST. 1970

sentation from 9-11 a.m. on 
Saturday, March 9.

The South Shore Cheadle 
Lake trail walk will highlight 
recently completed trail sec-
tions, and major trail and 
park improvements planned 
for construction in 2024 at 
Cheadle Lake Park, including 
the extension of the existing 
trail system.

The estimated length of the 
walk is two to four miles and 
is expected to take one to two 
hours with moderate difficul-
ty. The surface type is varied, 
including hard and soft sur-
face areas. There are parts of 
this walk that are not wheel-
chair accessible; participants 
will cross dirt and grass fields. 
Dogs on-leash are welcome, 
but may not be allowed inside 
structures.

Meet at the South Shore 
parking lot, 37954 Weirich 
Drive. Please arrive 10 min-
utes early to receive a listen-
ing device to hear the speaker 
providing details about BLT, 
trail development and more. 
For more information, visit 
BuildLebanonTrails.com.

Book sale
Friends of the Library hosts 

a $5 bag sale from 9 a.m. to 2 
p.m. on Saturday, March 16, at 
the Lebanon Senior Center, 80 
Tangent St.

Buy a bag (or bring your 
own), pay $5 and fill it with 
as many books as it will hold. 
All books and media must go. 
Wide variety of genres and in-
cludes vintage, hard-to-find, 
and damaged books, plus fre-
quently includes DVDs, CDs 
and audiobooks. Debit/credit 
cards accepted. 

Proceeds support reading 
and arts programs at the Leb-
anon Public Library.

Comedy hypnotist show
Meadowlark Senior Living 

will host “Cirque du Mead-
owlark,” a comedy hypnosis 
show, from 3:15 to 6:30 p.m. 
on Saturday, March 30, at 181 
S. 5th St.

A professional hypnotist 
will visit the building to pro-
vide fun and laughs, along 
with stilt walkers, jugglers and 
a magician. Dinner will also be 
available.

Admission to the show will 
be a donation to support the 
Lebanon Soup Kitchen. Regis-
ter to attend by texting/calling 
Erica at 541.799.4855.

Walk a Mile for a Child
Dala’s Blue Angels will hold 

its annual Walk a Mile for a 
Child awareness and fund-
raising event starting at 8:45 
a.m. on Saturday, April 6, at 
Academy Square (next to the 
Lebanon library).

Participants can walk the 
mile or opt to run the 5K.

LOCAL EVENTS
From page 5
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Discover weight management 
options
Tuesday, March 12 | 10:30 a.m. to noon and 
Tuesday, March 19 | 1:30 to 3 p.m.
Join a free virtual seminar and learn about weight 

insurance coverage and more. Register by calling 
541-768-4280 or visit SamaritanStories.com.

Support for postpartum depression
Thursday, Feb. 22 | 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. and 
Thursday, March 14 | 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.
Every new baby is unique and so is every parent. 
Whether postpartum depression symptoms are 
mild or serious, if they last longer than two weeks 
or affect a person’s ability to enjoy their daily life, 
loved ones should encourage the parent to seek 
help. Hope for Mothers is a free virtual class. For 
more information, call 541-451-7872 or email 
HopeForMothersSupportGroup@samhealth.org.

Advance directive workshop
Thursday, March 7 | 2 to 3:30 p.m. and 
Thursday, April 4 | 2 to 3:30 p.m.
Samaritan Lebanon Community Hospital offers 
a free in-person monthly class for anyone with 

form. The advance directive is a set of instructions 
that expresses a person’s health care wishes if they 
were ever in the hospital and unable to speak for 
themselves. Drop-ins are welcome, but registration 
is requested. Register at samhealth.org/PlanAhead 
or call 541-451-7129.

Navigating cancer as a young adult  
Tuesday, March 12 | 6:30 to 8 p.m. and  
Tuesday, April 9 | 6:30 to 8 p.m.
The Young Adult Support Group is for anyone 
between the ages of 25 and 55 who has been 
diagnosed with cancer. Support groups can help 
those with cancer cope with the emotional aspect 
of cancer by providing a safe place to share feelings 
and challenges. They foster a sense of community 
for those living with a cancer diagnosis and offer 
opportunities to learn from others. This free support 
group meets virtually. To register, call the Samaritan 
Cancer Resource Center 541-768-2171.

Samaritan health seminars available  
Ongoing at samhealth.org/HealthSeminars
The medical professionals of Samaritan Health 
Services host online health seminars on a variety 
of topics throughout the year. If you are unable to 
attend a live session, you are welcome to view a 
recording of past programs online.

Samaritan offers a variety of online cancer support 
groups for women, men and young adults. There 

such as breast, ovarian, blood and prostate. Visit 
 

your needs.

Livinghealthy
Community classes to  

keep you healthy

samhealth.org

Visit samhealth.org/Classes for a 
complete list of classes and support 
groups in your community.

HealthyYou HealthyYou
Turn to your plate for 
vitamins and minerals

Health is a multibillion dol-
lar industry. People who may 
be short on time may look to 
the most efficient routes for 
maintaining health and well-
ness. For some, that could 
mean turning to supplements 
to ensure they are consuming 
the recommended amounts of 
vitamins and minerals. But is 
supplementation the best way 
to fuel the body?

According to MyProtein.
com, a supplement and nu-
trition company, the average 
American spends close to 
$56 per month on supple-
ments, which include protein 
powders, vitamins and more. 
Those expenditures are in 
addition to their other health 
spending, which may include 
gym memberships and meal 
plans. However, leading health 
experts point healthy individ-
uals in the direction of getting 
their vitamins and miner-
als from eating nutrient-rich 
foods instead of taking sup-
plements. According to VNS 
Health, a New York-based 
home and community health 
care organization, people in 
good health are better off get-
ting the majority of their daily 
nutrients from food.

Harvard Health seconds 
that advice, saying vitamin 
and mineral supplements can-
not match all of the biological-
ly active compounds available 
through a varied diet. There 
are 13 vitamins in total, and 
eight belong to the B group. 
Together with minerals, these 
nutrients are essential for 
bodily functions like wound 
healing, regulating hormones 
and fighting infection. Nu-
trients that are consumed 
through foods are often easier 
for the body to absorb. Fur-

thermore, it is much less like-
ly one will experience toxicity 
from getting too many vita-
mins and minerals through 
diet alone, whereas it can be 
easy to go over the recom-
mended daily values when 
using supplements.

Although vitamins and 
minerals consumed via a 
balanced diet are generally 
the best bet, there are some 
instances when supplemen-
tation may be necessary. 
A health care provider can 
guide people as to when sup-
plementation might be neces-
sary. Individuals with Crohn’s 
disease, Celiac disease or irri-
table bowl syndrome should 
know that each condition 
can make absorbing nutri-
ents challenging. Those with 
osteoporosis or age-related 
macular degeneration also 
may find supplementation or 
eating fortified foods can be 
advantageous.

Individuals should keep in 
mind that many supplements 
are not regulated by the U.S. 
Food and Drug Administra-
tion or other countries’ gov-
ernment regulators. Such 
products may contain hidden 
ingredients or vitamins and 
minerals in levels not deemed 
safe. Also, some supplements 
can interact with medica-
tions. Again, it is best to con-
sult with a healthcare provid-
er before supplementation to 
find out if it is necessary.

People concerned about 
their vitamin and mineral 
intake should first turn to 
food to get all of the nutrients 
they need, and then discuss 
supplements with their phy-
sicians if they still have defi-
ciencies.
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theft of tire chains. Officer re-
sponded, report taken. Valued 
loss $55. 3200 South Santiam 
Highway.
Jan. 15

1:58 a.m - Donald Simmons, 
53, was cited for driving while 
suspended, driving under the 
influence of intoxicants, refus-
al to take a blood alcohol test 
and failure to carry proof of in-
surance. Simmons was arrest-
ed for driving under the influ-
ence refusal, reckless driving 
and contempt of court. 

8:41 p.m - Steven Robert Ta-
foya, 61, was arrested for driv-
ing under the influence of in-
toxicants, reckless driving and 
reckless endangering person.  

11:05 p.m - Andrew Eugene 
Duncan, 32, was cited on a Leb-
anon Municipal Court warrant 
for a probation violation, and 
driving while suspended.
Jan. 16

3:38 a.m - Richard David 
Mccollister, 67, was cited for 
driving while suspended and 
driving uninsured. 

7:44 p.m - Brenna Rae Can-
dler, 53, was arrested on a 
Lebanon Municipal Court 
warrant for failure to appear 
on an original charge for third 
degree theft. 

10:53 p.m - Stephen Scantlin, 
50, was cited for driving while 
suspended and no insurance.
Jan. 17

3:19 p.m - Caller reported 
theft earlier in the day. Officer 
responded, report taken. Val-
ued   loss $353.91. Wilco Farm 
Store. 

3:41 p.m - Michael Branton 
Jr., 47, was arrested for a war-
rant. 

5:39 p.m - Antonio Estrada 
Torres, 42, was arrested for 
driving under the influence of 
intoxicants and reckless driv-
ing. 

6:11 p.m - Anthony Dodson, 
37, was arrested for menacing. 

6:20 p.m - Caller reported 
the theft of a green Samsung 
22+. Officer responded, report 
taken. Valued loss $1000. 

7:33 p.m - Caleb Rusk, 51, 
was cited in lieu of custody on 
an outstanding warrant.  
Jan. 18

7:51 a.m - Owen Mercier, 
Raquel Kelman and Kenneth 
Faulconer were arrested for 
second degree criminal tres-
pass. 

11:33 a.m - Dustin Phares, 
41, was arrested for warrants. 

1:48 p.m - Nathan Larkin, 36, 
was arrested for a warrant. 

4:20 p.m - Drexel Morgan, 
37, was arrested for a warrant. 

7:33 p.m - Jacob Gillette, 28, 
was cited for driving unin-
sured. 
Jan. 19

10:03 a.m - Christopher Ar-
thur Mack, 39, was cited for no 
driver’s license, driving unin-
sured and failure to obey traf-
fic control device. 

10:38 a.m - Bthanee Renee 
Nicewaner, 27, was cited for 
improper display and failure 
to carry proof of insurance. 

11:48 a.m - Exzavier Jamar 
Wright, 23, was cited on a Leb-
anon Municipal Court warrant 
for harassment and interfer-
ing with a peace officer. 

2:49 p.m - Molly Kesey, was 
cited for traffic violations. 

3:37 p.m - Ivan James Rob-
ison, 26, was cited for driving 
while suspended, driving un-
insured, and failure to register 
vehicle. 

4:06 p.m - Jerrod Martin 
Pierce, 43, was cited for driv-
ing while suspended. 
Jan. 20

10:08 a.m - Zachary Pekar, 
43, was cited for failure to 
obey a traffic control device. 

4:53 p.m - Male was 
scammed out of $5,000. Inves-
tigation ongoing. 

8:07 p.m - Quentin Quadros, 
26, was cited and released on 
an undisclosed warrant for 
criminal mischief. 

8:44 p.m - Aubrey Cade, 22, 
was cited for speeding. 

10:34 p.m - Chase Davis, 32, 
was cited for driving while 
suspended and driving unin-
sured. 

11:11 p.m - Jaycee Mcclurg, 
36, was cited for driving while 
suspended, and no insurance. 
He was also cited and released 
on a Lebanon Municipal Court 
warrant for contempt of court.
Jan. 21

2:00 p.m - Stephanie Leffler, 
56, of Lacomb, was cited for 
failure to drive within lane. 

4:12 p.m - Thomas Junior 
Mccarthey, 60, was cited for 
driving uninsured and driving 
while suspended. 

8:52 p.m - David Clinton Fox, 
55, was cited for failure to obey 
a traffic control device. 
Jan. 22

9:33 a.m - Joshua Webb, 45, 
was cited for driving while 
suspended. 

10:42 a.m - Monte Lee, 52, 
was arrested for a warrant.

12:54 p.m - Caller reported 
theft of utility trailer. Officer 
responded, report taken. Val-
ued loss $11,700. 500 block of 
Weldwood Dr. 

1:09 p.m - Caller reported a 
fence was cut to gain access 
to a three wheeler. Officer re-
sponded, report taken. Valued 
damage $500. 1400 block of 
South Main St.  

2:31 p.m - Ashley Schooley, 
38, and Paula Skyles-Lutzi, 51, 
were arrested for warrants. 

8:38 p.m - Katie Stockwell, 
40, was cited for driving while 
suspended. 

9:25 p.m - Jonathan Trisdale, 
40, was arrested for warrants. 

10:00 p.m - Katheryn Ann 
Crowell, 43, was cited on an 
undisclosed warrant, driving 
while suspended and failure to 
carry proof of insurance.  

10:25 p.m - Rebecca Duclas, 
31, was cited for a warrant. 

11:39 p.m - John Payne, 69, 
was cited for dog as a public 
nuisance. 
Jan. 23

9:10 p.m - Steven Charles 
Eaton, 27, was cited for driving 
while suspended.  

9:19 p.m - Austin Peter Ro-
bledo, 28, was cited for speed-
ing. 63/45.

10:07 p.m - Sophie Huss, 26, 
of Corvallis, was cited for driv-
ing while suspended and was 
arrested for a warrant.  
Jan. 24

10:53 a.m - Lerae Nicholle 
Ruck, 22, was cited for driving 
while suspended, driving un-
insured, Lebanon Municipal 
Court warrants for probation 
violations on two counts of no 
operators license, and a Linn 
County Circuit Court warrant 
for failure to appear on an 
original charge for unlawful 
use of a motor vehicle. 

1:14 p.m - Dustin Clarneau, 
was cited for a Lebanon Mu-
nicipal Court warrant for a 

probation violation and sec-
ond degree criminal trespass. 

3:25 p.m - Pam Smith, was 
cited for a Lebanon Municipal 
Court warrant for failure to 
appear on an original charge 
for second degree trespass. 

3:30 p.m - Nicholas Duncan, 
was cited for a Linn County 
Justice Court warrant for con-
tempt of court. 
Jan. 25

4:31 p.m - Gerlinde Spring 
Lynch, 44, was arrested on a 
parole detainer for the Linn 
County Jail. 
Jan. 28

7:56 p.m - Wyatt Coda Calk-
ins-Gilbert, 19, was cited for 
reckless driving. 
Jan. 29

7:59 p.m - Jordan Lee Har-
ris, 23, was arrested on a Linn 
County Circuit Court warrant 
for a probation violation re-
garding second degree crimi-
nal mischief. 

1:03 p.m - Christopher Ger-
ald Coultas, 41, was cited on 
an Albany Municipal Court 
warrant for contempt of court, 
and a Lebanon Municipal 
Court warrant for a probation 
violation. 

8:40 p.m - Nicholas Orval 
Duncan Jr, 45, was arrested on 
a Linn County Justice Court 
warrant for contempt of court.  
Jan. 30

3:10 a.m - Robert Gerold 
Hunter, 33,  was cited for an 
undisclosed warrant. 

10:37 a.m - Pamela Jean 
Smith, 63, was cited for crim-
inal trespass. 

11:35 a.m - Sean Birkholz, 
39, was arrested for fourth de-
gree domestic assault. Lodged 
at Linn County Jail. 
Jan. 31

6:37 p.m - Travis Lee Mish-
ler, 54, was cited for driving 
while suspended. 

7:34 p.m - Alicia May Graz-
er, 45, was cited for no valid 
operator’s license, driving un-
insured, and unidentified war-

rant. 
Feb.1

5:59 p.m - Albert Grugett, 
82, was cited for driving while 
suspended.

6:56 p.m - Caller reports 
items were stolen. Officer re-
sponded, report taken for 
theft. Valued loss $225.41. 
2900 block of South Santiam 
Hwy. 
Feb. 2

1:51 a.m - Michelle Lee 
Hertz, 54, was cited on a Leba-
non Municipal Court warrant 
for a probation violation and 
a Lebanon Justice Court war-
rant for a probation violation.  

9:20 a.m - Andrew Moseley, 
35, of Lebanon, was arrest-
ed for first degree burglary. 
Transported to Linn County 
Jail.

9:53 a.m - Richard Leroy Og-
bin, 64, was cited for a Salem 
Municipal Court warrant for 
failure to appear on an origi-
nal charge for disorderly con-
duct. 

12:09 p.m - Jack Eldon 
Thompson, was arrested on 
a Oregon State Parole Board 
warrant for a parole violation. 
Transported to Linn County 
Jail. 

8:18 p.m - Anthony Middle-
ton, 60, was cited for driving 
while suspended, failure to 
use an ignition interlock de-
vice and driving uninsured. 

8:56 p.m - Caller reported 
three subjects stole from prop-
erty. Officer responded, report 
taken for second degree theft. 
Valued loss $912.75. Walmart. 

9:47 p.m - Nicklaus Glass-
er, 34, was cited for an undis-
closed warrant. 

10:23 p.m - Christian Mi-
chael Rogers, 28, was cited 
on a Sweet Home Municipal 
Court warrant for failure to 
appear on an original charge 
for third degree theft. 

DIAL-A-BUS

SWEET HOME SHOPPER

CURB TO CURB IN SWEET HOME
MON-FRI 7 AM - 4 PM
CALL TO SCHEDULE
OFFICE HOURS 8-4

MON-SAT 9 AM - 4 PM
SHOP LOCAL- 4 TRIPS A DAY 

THROUGH TOWN

LINN SHUTTLE
MON-FRI 6 AM - 10 PM - 10 ROUTES PER DAY
SAT 7 AM - 7:30 PM - 6 ROUTES PER DAY
CALL FOR APPROVED FLAG STOPS

STUDENTS RIDE FREE WITH STUDENT ID  |  ALL OTHERS $1 PER TRIP
ELECTRONIC TICKETS - DOWNLOAD THE TOKEN TRANSIT APP: TOKENTRANSIT.COM
TICKETS AVAILABLE AT THE OFFICE OR ON THE BUS. 
ONLY CASH ACCEPTED BY DRIVERS (EXACT AMOUNT, NO CHANGE AVAILABLE)

SWEET HOME:
FOSTER
SH CITY HALL
HOY'S HARDWARE
13TH & KALMIA
SHEA POINT

LEBANON:
WALMART
LBCC
PARK & OAK

ALBANY:
LBCC MAIN CAMPUS
TRAIN STATION
HERITAGE MALL
DOWNTOWN
SAT ONLY: KOHL'S & WINCO

541-367-4775  |  LINNSHUTTLE.COM | F I N D  U S  O N  F A C E B O O K

PUBLIC SAFETY
From page 2

FOR MORE VISIT
LEBANONLOCALNEWS.COM
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541-401-9276
linncountyrealtor@gmail.com

Licensed in the state of Oregon

I’d love to be your Realtor

REALTOR®
Firiel Severns

2345 S. Santiam Hwy
Lebanon, OR 97355 (541) 258-6100

OregonRealEstateProfessionals.com

REAL ESTATE SOLD
646 Morton St, Lebanon; 

one-story residence, 896 sq. 
ft., two-bedroom, one-bath 
built in 1943; 0.15 acres; 
$275,000.

585 Manor Way, Leba-
non; no additional details 
listed; 0.24 acres; $405,000.

765 Central Ave, Leba-
non; one-story residence, 
1399 sq. ft., three-bedroom, 
one-bath built in 1960; 0.51 
acres; $295,000.

1524 Main St, Lebanon; 
no additional details listed; 
0.29 acres; $450,000.

4430 Santiam Hwy, 
Lebanon;  one-story resi-
dence with attic, 2452 sq. 
ft., four-bedroom, two-bath 
built in 1950; 1.06 acres; 

$75,390.
2123 Main St, Sweet 

Home; no additional details 
listed; 0.27 acres; $200,000.

4914 Mimosa Cir, Sweet 
Home; one-story residence, 
1848 sq. ft., three-bedroom, 
two-bath built in 2006; 0.18 
acres; $395,000.

37291 Meredith Dr, Leb-
anon; one-story residence, 
1596 sq. ft., three-bedroom, 
two-bath built in 1953; 0.32 
acres; $485,000.

906 D Street, Lebanon; 
two-story residence, 1248 sq. 
ft., three-bedroom, two and a 
half-bath  built in 1998; 0.12 
acres; $330,000.

361 Jadon Dr, Lebanon; 
one-story residence, 1250 

sq. ft., three-bedroom,  two-
bath built in 2011; 0.14 acres; 
$399,900.

34869 Ede Rd, Lebanon; 
one-story residence with 
attic, 2148 sq. ft., three-bed-
room, two-bath built in 1948; 
19.66 acres; $855,000.

35995 Polly Farm Lane,   
Lebanon; one-story resi-
dence with attic, 1485 sq. 
ft., three-bedroom, one-
bath built in 1958; 0.5 acres; 
$401,000.

30515 Brownsville Rd, 
Lebanon; no additional de-
tails listed; 484.14 acres; 
$1,500,000.

480 Ash St, Lebanon; 
one-story residence, 1503 
sq. ft., three-bedroom, two-

bath built in 2018; 0.19 acres; 
$415,000.

201 Osage St, Sweet 
Home; one-story residence, 
1540 sq. ft., three-bedroom, 
two-bath built in 1969; 0.17 
acres; $349,000.

26145 Teco Ln, Sweet 
Home; one-story residence, 
1884 sq. ft., six-bedroom, 
one-bath built in 1952; 3 
acres; $325,000.

1230 49th Ave, Sweet 
Home; no additional details 
listed; 0.26 acres; $80,000.

243 7th St, Lebanon; 
one-story residence, 1203 
sq. ft., three-bedroom, two-
bath built in 1947; 0.18 
acres; $379,000.

154 Cleveland St, Leba-
non; one-story residence, 
1172 sq. ft., two-bedroom, 
one and a half-bath built in 
1920; 0.22 acres; $258,988.

31597 Waterloo Rd, Leb-
anon; one-story residence, 
4253 sq. ft.,  two and two 
half-baths built in 1965; 25 
acres; $960,000.

1179 46th Ave, Sweet 
Home; no additional details 
listed; 0.22 acres; $95,000.

611 D Street, Lebanon; 
one-story residence, 2124 
sq. ft., four-bedroom, two 
and a half-bath built in 1964; 
0.29 acres; $250,000.

2293 Long St, Sweet 
Home; one-story resi-
dence with attic, 1562 sq. ft., 
three-bedroom, two-bath 
built in 1944; 0.21 acres; 
$294,200.

2470 7th St, Lebanon; 
one-story residence, 1232 
sq. ft., three-bedroom, one-
bath built in 1958; 0.55 
acres; $436,600.

1106 Mazama Ave, Leb-
anon; one-story residence, 
1298 sq. ft., three-bedroom, 
two-bath built in 2004; 0.13 
acres; $379,000.

520 Walker Rd, Leba-
non; one-story residence, 
1728 sq. ft., three-bedroom, 
two-bath built in 2023; 0.15 
acres; $410,000.

599 Russell Dr, Lebanon; 
no additional details listed; 
3.97 acres; $3,250,000.

825 Airway Rd, Lebanon; 
no additional details listed; 
0.23 acres; $464,000.

3062 Long St, Sweet 
Home; two-story residence, 
1920 sq. ft., two-bedroom, 

one and a half-bath built in 
1997; 0.87 acres; $400,000

126 Weldwood Dr, Leb-
anon; one-story residence, 
1186 sq. ft., two-bedroom, 
two-bath built in 2005; 0 
acres; $232,000.

1385 Poplar St, Sweet 
Home; one-story residence, 
1008 sq. ft., three-bedroom, 
one and a half-bath built in 
1977; 0.21 acres; $322,000.

1185 Franklin St, Leba-
non; one-story residence, 
1120 sq. ft., two-bedroom, 
two-bath built in 1940; 0.19 
acres; $320,000.

840 Airway Rd, Leba-
non; one-story residence, 
1012 sq. ft., three-bedroom, 
one-bath built in 1979; 0.21 
acres; $275,000.

1454 Hiatt St, Leba-
non; one-story residence, 
1276 sq. ft., three-bedroom, 
two-bath built in 1945; 0.16 
acres; $355,000.

342 8th Ave, Sweet 
Home; one-story residence, 
1468 sq. ft., three-bedroom, 
one-bath built in 1947; 0.16 
acres; $315,000.

1500 Tamarack St, 
Sweet Home; no addition-
al details listed; 22.03 acres; 
$4,000,000.

34430 Lake Creek Dr, 
Brownsville; no addition-
al details listed; 6.82 acres; 
$3,700,000.

321 Jadon Dr, Lebanon; 
two-story residence, 1549 
sq. ft., three-bedroom, two 
and a half-bath built in 2005; 
0.15 acres; $390,000.

341 9th Ave, Sweet 
Home; one-story residence, 
1321 sq. ft., three-bedroom, 
one and a half-bath built in 
1976; 0.19 acres; $325,000.

5191 Redwood St, Sweet 
Home; one-story resi-
dence, 1508 sq. ft., one-bed-
room,six-bedroom, 8 built in 
1961; 0.71 acres; $350,000.

37910 River Dr, Leba-
non; one-story residence, 
1346 sq. ft., three-bedroom, 
one and a half-bath built in 
1957; 2.44 acres; $315,500.

1145 Cedar St, Sweet 
Home; one-story residence, 
1196 sq. ft., three-bedroom, 
one-bath built in 1938; 0.25 
acres; $320,000.

323 Taylor Creek Dr, 
Sweet Home; additional de-
tails are not listed; 0.2 acres; 
$399,000.
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cense for 90 days, 480 hours 
jail, 18 months bench proba-
tion and $200 in fines after 
pleading no contest to second 
degree criminal mischief and 
failure to perform the duties 
of a driver - property damage. 
A reckless driving charge was 
dismissed. Davis was respon-
sible for crashing a vehicle 
into the Lebanon Chamber of 
Commerce building.

Justin Taylor Fields, 32, 
Charges of first degree theft, 
identity theft, first degree 
forgery and first degree crim-
inal possession of a forged 
instrument were dismissed 
with prejudice “based upon 
the interests of justice and 
the defendant has passed 
away.”

Albert Guo, 24, of New 
York, was sentenced Jan. 18 
to 14 days jail, five years su-
pervised probation and a 
$200 fine after pleading no 
contest to second degree sex-
ual abuse of a victim under 
the age of 12. Guo was orig-
inally charged also with two 
counts of first degree sodomy 
and two counts of first degree 
sexual abuse, but the charges 
were later dropped. Court 
records reveal Guo’s defense 
included statements and po-
tential evidence with the fol-
lowing statements:

He began an online re-
lationship with the victim 
who used false documents to 
prove she was 18 years old. 
When he flew to Oregon to 
meet her, she changed their 
plans and invited him to her 
home in Lebanon where she 
shared a house with room-
mates, whom he did not meet 
or see. The next morning, the 
victim’s parents found Guo in 
their daughter’s bed. The de-
fendant’s statement also as-

serts the mother has known 
of her daughter’s previous at-
tempts to form relationships 
with men online.

Wesley Alan Har-
ris-Campbell, 34, was 
charged Feb. 14 with domes-
tic violence strangulation 
and domestic violence fourth 
degree assault.

Jett Shae Harry, 23, was 
sentenced Feb. 9 to suspen-
sion of a driver’s license for 
three years, 20 days jail, 60 
months bench probation and 
$2,195 in fines and fees after 
pleading guilty to DUII, crim-
inal driving while suspended 
or revoked and refusal to take 
a test for intoxicants. Charges 
of reckless driving and viola-
tion of ignition interlocking 
device installation were dis-
missed.

Dustin Neal Herron, 46, 
was sentenced Jan. 30 to 
30 days jail, 18 months su-
pervised probation, $300 in 
fines and $3,843 restitution 
to Knothole Market after 
pleading guilty to first degree 
theft and failure to appear. A 
second FTA charge was dis-
missed.

Robert Grant Hodson, 
28, was charged Jan. 17 with 
unauthorized use of a vehi-
cle. Bail was set at $25,000. 
In a separate case, he was 
charged on Feb. 2 with sec-
ond degree sexual abuse and 
three counts of third degree 
rape. Allegations involve a 
child under the age of 16. Bail 
was set at $25,000.

Wesley Alan House, 40, 
was sentenced Feb. 5 to 18 
months with the Oregon 
Dept. of Corrections, 12 
months post-prison super-
vision, and a $200 fine after 
pleading no contest to first 
degree forgery. Charges dis-
missed were: first degree 
forgery, second degree theft, 
first degree failure to appear, 
and two counts of FTA on a 

criminal citation. In a sepa-
rate case, he was sentenced 
to 18 months with the Oregon 
Dept. of Corrections (concur-
rent with other sentence), 24 
months post-prison super-
vision and a $200 fine after 
pleading no contest to third 
degree robbery. Charges dis-
missed: fourth degree assault 
and second degree disorderly 
conduct.

Christopher Lee Hurt, 
34, was charged Feb. 12 with 
reckless driving and fleeing 
or attempting to elude a po-
lice officer.

Lauren Tatum Hutsell, 24, 
was placed in the DUII di-
version program after plead-
ing guilty with a .13% BAC. 
Charges of reckless driving 
and driving uninsured were 
dismissed. Hutsell was in-
volved in an accident on Nov. 
18 that involved crashing a 
car into Papa’s business on 
Main Street. 

Whitney Montgomery, 
37 Was Charged with mail 
theft, identity theft, comput-
er crime and second degree 
theft against, were dismissed 
with prejudice “based upon 
the interests of justice and 
new information.”

Bethanee Renee Nice-
waner, 27, was charged Jan. 
31 with first degree theft and 
first degree burglary. Alle-
gations involve the theft of 
cash or merchandise from La 
Mota valuing $1,000 or more.

Laurie Ann Parish, 58, was 
placed in the DUII diversion 
program after pleading guilty 
to driving with a .038% BAC.

Phillip Grant Passmore, 
47, was charged Jan. 22 with 
failure to report as a sex of-
fender.

 

 

 
SATURDAY

SHABBAT SERVICE:
Worship: 10:00am

Torah Study: 11:30am
Held at

Trinity Baptist Church
72 E Elmore St, Lebanon

For More Info Call: 
541-248-0595
503-358-4904

For where two or three 
are gathered together in 
My name, I am there in 
the midst of them.

-Ma�hew 18:20

CIRCUIT COURT
From page 2
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of the 205 out of his shop in 
Independence until Lebanon 
resident Franklin, of the Alba-
ny & Eastern Railroad Com-
pany, acquired the final prod-
uct. Franklin had met Lavacot 
some 30 years ago and would 
visit him while he worked on 
the steam engine. The train 
made its first public run out 
of Lebanon in November 2021 
through Santiam Excursion 
Trains, which provides train 
tours on the railroad.

Reflecting on the number 
of decades it took to finish the 
restoration, Lavacot said “the 
first day we fired it up, the 
first time we blew the whistle” 
was the most memorable mo-
ment .

“It is my opinion that the 
205 is the most flawlessly re-
stored and beautiful locomo-
tive anywhere in the world,” 
Franklin said.

During the celebration, 

Martin Hansen, a train histo-
rian and close friend of Lava-
cot, shared that diesel trains 
began replacing steam loco-
motives in the 1950s, forcing 
most steam engines to the 
scrapyard. It was a “miracle” 
the 205 instead landed at the 
fairpark, but it began to slow-
ly deteriorate year after year 
as it sat exposed to the ele-
ments. It was a second “mir-
acle” that Lavacot was able 
to get his hands on the train 
and restore it to its original, 
working condition. The third 
“miracle” was Franklin’s offer 
to put it back on the rails for 
the public, he said.

“What you’re going to enjoy 
today is the fruits of all these 
people saving this engine,” 
Hansen said. “This thing’s 100 
years old and now stronger 
and better than it’s ever been, 
and there’s no reason to be-
lieve it won’t run for another 
hundred years thanks to the 
fact that George had the fore-
sight to save it and Rick’s got 

the foresight to keep it up and 
keep it operating for the pub-
lic.”

Among the speakers were 
also Mayor Kenneth Jackola 
and Linn County Commis-
sioner Sherrie Sprenger.

Embarking out of Leba-
non’s Santiam Travel Station, 
the Santa Maria Valley 205 
carried some 160 guests up 
to Crabtree. Steam billowed 
above the train’s smokestack, 
briefly dusting the clear, sun-

ny sky. Guests witnessed the 
wild and manicured rural 
scenery along the way. Some 
guests braved the slightly 
chilly weather for a chance to 
stand in an open car directly 
behind the engine, while oth-
ers remained inside for food 
and conversation. Santiam 
Excursion Trains provided 
champagne and cupcakes in 
honor of the train’s 100 years.

Prior to yelling “all aboard,” 
Franklin expressed deep ap-
preciation for all who partic-
ipated in restoring the train, 
and shared his vision for the 
future of the locomotive.

“Her journey has led us here 
for a reason. I believe that rea-
son is to expose a whole new 
generation of children to the 
power of American ingenuity 
and possibility. Sharing this 
locomotive with our kids and 
teaching them about the pow-
er of steam is very important 
and our goal on this railroad 
is to move these generations 
forward.”

to be piped outside to accom-
modate them.

While the Square Circlers 
may not be seeing such crowds 
anymore, members express 
pride for its continued robust 
membership, though they 
would like to see younger gen-
erations add to the numbers.

“We’re all aging,” member 
Ben Wadlow said, “but in just 
this last year we had probably 
half a dozen young people, so 
that’s really encouraging to see 
that happen.”

Ben and Terry Wadlow have 
been square dancing for a de-
cade now. Terry said the men-
tal and physical benefits of the 
activity are nice, but she em-
phasized the camaraderie is 
the best part.

“We all love each other in 
these clubs,” she said. “We’re 
good friends.”

Risking a creative sidestep 
here, to say they all love each 
other could also allude to the 
many courtships that resulted 
in marriage through square 
dancing. Among the many are 
the Allens, the Christensens, 
the Heinecks, the McKameys 
and an unidentified man who 
said he met his three wives 
through square dancing.

A majority of the Lebanon 
club members are female. 
When asked if there were any 
particular male members the 
girls fought over to dance with, 
Wanda Frenzel and Jackie Gale 
laughed and then decided, if 
anyone, it would probably be 
Bill Gale, though he mostly 
round dances.

In some cities across the 
states, square dancing was 
introduced to children at el-
ementary and junior high 
schools, but that wasn’t the 
case for Debbie Denaro, who 

grew up in a big city. She said 
her very first (and recent) in-
troduction to the activity was a 
little intimidating, but she got 
over it pretty quickly.

“The very first time that I 
tried it was a little stressful be-
cause there’s moves that I nev-
er even heard of before, but it 
was fun,” said Denaro, who is 
a member of the Albany Tim-
ber Twirlers. “They don’t do 
super complex things in the 
very beginning. Each week you 
progressively learn something 
new.”

The area clubs liven up their 
sets with themed nights such 
as silo, root beer float, circus, 
wild west, Disney night, un-
der the sea and hippie dances. 
Aside from square dancing, 
Lebanon also offers waltz les-
sons and they like to take their 
dancing on campouts. In April, 
the Lebanon and Sweet Home 
clubs will gather together for 
a “Down by the River Dance 
Camp Out” at Camp Koino-
nia. There is also a campout 
planned for the Strawberry 
Festival, and another one on 
Labor Day weekend.

As colorful costumes and 
outfits flitted in circles across 
the Senior Center audito-
rium floor, it was observed 
that some dancers were quite 
young while others were on the 
other side of the age spectrum. 
It was learned that of the club’s 
82 members, 8-year-old Han-
nah Wiebe was the youngest 
(and one of the newest), while 
Frank Cawrse was among the 
longest-running members, fol-
lowed by Marilyn Yorn

“It’s just been lots of fun,” 
York said. “Wonderful, won-
derful people.”

For more information about 
the Lebanon Square Circlers, 
visit LebanonSquareCirclers.
com or call 541.401.9780.
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Photo by Sarah Brown
Above, a black and white snapshot depicts graduates from the Lebanon square dance group 
in 1960. Below, people both young and old, novice and experienced, dance together while 
celebrating the Lebanon Square Circlers’ 75th anniversary on Feb. 4.

Photo by Sarah Brown
Nate Degerstedt and Ed Bohm wear pig noses to honor the 
Santa Maria locomotive and their friend George Lavacot, 
who restored the train and nicknamed it “Porky.”


