
By Sarah Brown
Lebanon Local

Following a work session 
and public hearing regarding 
the city’s utility system, City 
Council approved a 3.03% in-
crease in utility rates during 
its April 10 meeting. The new 
rates will be effective July 1.

Looking at the average 
household’s use of water in 
Lebanon, city staff deter-
mined the current cost for 
five units of water is $122.08. 
With the rate increase, the 
costs would be $125.89, a 
$3.81 monthly increase.

“This is based on inflation, 
based on where we think 
we’re headed in capital,” En-
gineering Services Director 
Ron Whitlatch said about the 
methodology for determining 
the rate increase.

Comparing Lebanon’s rates 
to 20 other Oregon cities, 
Lebanon ranks number four, 
flanked between Sweet Home 
at number three and New-
port at number five. Of the 
21 cities, the average rate is 
$108.43.

A staff report indicated the 
“rate adjustment will cover 

increase in operational costs 
and help offset the increased 
cost for constructing capital 
projects.”

Approaching the council 
with questions regarding the 
increased water rates, Alicia 
Van Driel asked the council 
what is being done to make 
sure funding is set aside for 
future infrastructure given 

that, according to her un-
derstanding, residents were 
stuck with the bill for current 
unplanned infrastructure. 

Considering increased de-
velopment in the past 10 
years, she asked if the system 
development charges (SDC) 
from those developments 
were going toward the water 

By Sarah Brown
Lebanon Local

After raising utility rates, 
city staff discussed the pos-
sibility of a city fee and levy, 
followed by a discussion 
on costs to move the coun-
cil chambers to the library 
during a work session on 
April 24.

“I think we’re definitely 
not going to make every-
body happy, but we can at 
least have a good message as 
to why this has happened,” 
Interim City Manager Ron 
Whitlatch told the council. 
“If you look across the state, 
this is happening in almost 
every community and every 
district right now.”

Whitlatch said the city is 
currently looking at a budget 
that will be approximately $2 
million short by FY 2027 and 
the city council made it clear 
they don’t want to reduce 
services (such as police and 
library). As such, staff are 

By Jennifer Moody
For Lebanon Local

Fourteen-year-old girls 
who sign up for firefight-
er training this summer 
through the Lebanon Fire 
District can thank Londyn 
Randall for the opportunity.

It was 2018 and Randall 
was just 14 when she told 
her mother she’d like to try 
Lebanon’s new Linn County 
Young Women’s Fire Acade-
my.

Then in its first year, the 
academy was geared for ages 
16 to 19. But Randall’s moth-
er called Lt. Erin Nunes, who 
was organizing the academy, 
to see what might be done.

“I remember asking her 
mom, 'Is she very mature? 
Do you think she can do this 
camp?'” Nunes said. “And she 
said, ‘Absolutely.’”

So Nunes agreed and Ran-
dall signed up. She did so 
well that Nunes decided the 
minimum age for all subse-
quent camps would be low-
ered to 14.

“I realized, this is the age 
group we should be includ-
ing,” Nunes said.

Registration closes May 
3 for this year’s academy, 
which will be held July 13-14 
at the fully rebuilt Station 31 
at 1050 W. Oak St.

Anyone 14 to 19 who lives 

in Oregon and identifies as 
female is welcome to apply. 
There is no cost, and meals 
are included. Information 
and applications are avail-
able online at lebanonfir-

eoregon.gov or by calling 
541.451.1901.

Randall has volunteered 
with previous camps, but 
this year, she will be among 
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By Sarah Brown
Lebanon Local

The Lebanon Fire District 
honored a local gal for her 
heroism during their board 
meeting April 9.

Alisha Hendrickson was re-
turning home after taking her 
son to his first Trailblazers 
game on March 9 when she 
saw what at first appeared to 
be a bonfire on River Drive.

“I was coming up past the 
dam and see a fire in the trees 
and I realized it was a car on 
fire,” she said.

She pulled up to find two 
teenage boys on the side of 
the road in a panicked state. 
They told her their friend, a 
17-year-old, was stuck in the 
car, and Hendrickson could 
see flames as high as six feet 
coming out of the engine bay.

“I jumped out of my car, 
headed over there, opened 
the front passenger door and, 
sure enough, a teenage boy 
was trapped right there in 
the front passenger seat,” she 
said.

Hendrickson reported the 
boy had severe internal inju-
ries and broken bones, and 
he was “knocked out,” or in 
shock.

“He couldn’t barely talk or 
move, and the car seat had 
him pinned forward,” she said.

Hendrickson moved the 
seat back, unleashed the seat-
belt and told the boy they 
needed to get him out. By 
then, 911 had been called.

“He said, ‘I can't move,’ but 
I had to get him out of the car 
because it was on fire, so I just 
reached in under his arms, 
wrapped my arms around his 
chest and just pulled him out.”

She said she definitely had 
an adrenaline rush, but also 
attributed her CrossFit exer-
cise as a reason for being able 
to act swiftly.

“With my strength and my 
adrenaline, I just (carefully) 
yanked him right out of there.”

Afterward, Hendrikson said 
her body shook for about an 
hour.

“I was really emotional 
and pretty traumatized for 
a couple weeks afterwards,” 
she said. “As a mother, see-
ing teenage boys like that, so 
broken physically, was really 

challenging. I definitely have 
a new respect for first re-
sponders that do this all the 
time. It's gotta be hard to see 
that all the time.”

Lieutenant Erin Nunes said 
that while cars almost never 
blow up after a crash, there 
was significant risk to the 
young man’s life, including to 
Hendrickson.

“Fires can spread incredi-
bly fast in cars and he was in 
grave danger of being burned 
in the next few minutes,” she 
said. “The area where he was 
sitting was hot already from 
the heat and flames were get-
ting closer to him.”

Fire Chief Joseph Rodondi 
presented Hendrickson with 
a fire chief challenge coin de-
signed by former city manag-
er Gary Marks.

“A lot of folks, when they see 
an incident, they will freeze or 
they will not want to get in-
volved,” Rodondi said.

As the fire engulfed the en-
gine compartment and began 
to move into the passenger 
compartment, Hendrickson 
jumped in to help, he said, 
adding that she told news me-
dia she did it because she’s a 
mom.

After rescuing the boy, 
whose identity is concealed 
because he’s a minor, Hen-
drickson then went over to 
the other boys and comforted 
them, “and did what a mom 
should do to give them some 

solace,” Rodondi said.
“Her heroism, her courage, 

and just the good old-fash-
ioned, ‘I’m a mom, I know 
what to do,’ that’s pretty spe-
cial,” he said. 
In other business, the 
board:

• Heard an update on the 
new fire station on Oak Street 
from Rodondi. Construction 
and landscape is expected to 
be completed by the end of 
May. The kitchen table was 
put together by Battalion 
Chief Ken Savage and retir-
ee firefighter Jon Davis using 
cedar salvaged from the for-
mer building. This fire board 
meeting was the first in the 
new facility. The district will 
host an open house for the 
community on June 15.

• Heard from Rodondi about 
upcoming meetings where he 
will share with the communi-
ty information about the up-
coming levy.

• Heard updates on legisla-
tive movements. A resolution 
at the house (HR 7525) would 
provide recognition of special 
districts by the government 
that could help districts such 
as LFD receive federal fund-
ing. Also “pretty much every-
body” is opposed to proposed 
changes to federal OSHA re-
quirements, Rodondi said. 
One of those changes would 
include making districts do 
fire safety analyses on aban-
doned buildings, which Ro-
dondi said could be a costly 
expense in addition to ques-
tioning the constitutionality 
of going onto private property 
to conduct the surveys. Chief 
John Tacy reported on an EMS 
Modernization Bill and a Bal-
ance Billing Act.

• Heard from union repre-
sentatives on what they’re do-
ing to promote the levy.

• Heard from Michael Per-
kins, who reported on new 
volunteer recruits.

 Wayne Cole Houser
October 8, 2024 - March 7, 2024

Friends will be saddened to 
hear of the passing of Wayne 
Cole Houser. Wayne was born 
on October 8, 1975 in Utah, 
and died on March 7, 2024 in 
Portland, due to injuries sus-
tained in an accident.

Wayne was the youngest of 
nine children and doted on 
and adored by all his siblings. 
The family moved to Oregon, 
and he grew up attending Leb-
anon High School. 

Surviving siblings include 
Julie Houser Lakey, David 
Houser, John Houser, George 
(Deborah) Houser, Daniel 
Houser, Chuck Houser, Ruth 
Houser, and Barbara Houser. 
He is also survived by his sons, 

Marshall Houser and Hayden 
Houser, his girlfriend, Jacque-
line Banta, several aunts and 
uncles, and numerous nieces 
and nephews who loved him 
deeply.

Wayne had an amazing tal-
ent for fixing things and was 
especially skilled in construc-
tion and mechanics. He was 
a jack of all trades and people 
would bring things to him that 
needed to be fixed, knowing 
that he would figure out how 
to do it. He was a straight 
shooter who never spoke badly 
of others and was very humble 
and generous.

There will be no public ser-
vice. The family will be holding 
a private memorial to remem-
ber and honor him.
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DEATH NOTICES
**Info. from Legacy.com, Huston Jost, Weddle, Sweet Home 
Funeral, Aasum-Dufour Funeral Home, & Fisher Funeral**
Verlyn Betz, 89, died 

April 5, 2024. Huston-Jost 
Funeral Home is handling 
arrangements. 

Franklin Forrest 
Braught, 80, died April 
7, 2024. Weddle Funeral 
Home is handling arrange-
ments.

Dennis Robert Cochran, 
70, died March 30, 2024. 
Huston-Jost Funeral Home 
is handling arrangements. 

Jeanne Elizabeth 
Devine, 79, died March 
25, 2024. Weddle Funeral 
Home is handling arrange-
ments. 

Joseph Bert Goad, 92, 
died March 20, 2024. Hus-
ton-Jost Funeral Home is 
handling arrangements. 

Larry Duane Kearns, 82, 
died April 16, 2024. Hus-
ton-Jost Funeral Home is 
handling arrangements. 

Marilyn Ruth Kraemer, 
70, died April 23, 2024. Hus-

ton-Jost Funeral Home is 
handling arrangements.

Jeanne Ann Lewis, 55, 
died April 22, 2024. Hus-
ton-Jost Funeral Home is 
handling arrangements. 

Timothy J. Primasing, 
60, died March 21, 2024. 
Huston-Jost Funeral Home 
is handling arrangements. 

William Allen Ramsey, 
73, died April 19, 2024. Hus-
ton-Jost Funeral Home is 
handling arrangements. 

Daniel Paul Suing, 79, 
died April 7, 2024. Sweet 
Home Funeral Chapel is 
handling arrangements.

Brice Chad Vandenberg, 
30, died April 6, 2024. Hus-
ton-Jost Funeral Home is 
handling arrangements. 

Janet Lee Williams, 80, 
died March 22, 2024. Hus-
ton-Jost Funeral Home is 
handling arrangements. 
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LFD Honors Mom for Heroic Act

Photo by Sarah Brown 
The fire board stands with Alisha Hendrickson, center, for 
photos. They are, from left, Tim Mueller, Dale White, (Hen-
drickson), Fire Chief Joseph Rodondi, Allen Forster and Rob-
ert Taylor. Board member Wyatt King was present via Zoom.
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Warrants are out on the 
following individuals: Austin 
Shane Conner, Steven Michael 
Cooley, Rose Joann Ellison, Mi-
chael Travis Flanigan, Selina Re-
nee Ford-Blackburn, Melissa Ni-
cole Fox, Shellie Raeann Gilbert, 
Keely Minnie Lilli Gomez, Steven 
Edward Grimm, Matthew David 
Griner, Aaron Thomas Halvor-
son, Robert Edwin Hoskinson, 
Christopher Lee Hurt, Bruce 
Clifton Kelly, Andrew Donald 
LeGore, Mikel Vincent Lizama, 
Rick Jordan Maas, John Andrew 
Mance, Zachary John Marshall, 
Andrew Dwayne McCullom, Jer-
emy Allen Moore, Keoni Martin 
Murray, Cary Nathan Pedigo, 
Taylor Ray Plummer, Jeremy 
Scott Rowan, Rosemary O. Sav-
iour, Aaron Carlyle Scott, Tif-
fani Kendra Stubblefield, Rus-
sell Dale Truedson, Paul Walter 
Ulm, Darnell T. Wells, Jessica 
Ashley Wynne.

Herman J. Barawis, 56, was 
charged April 22 with second 
degree assault, unlawful use of 
a weapon (hammer), menacing 
and two counts of fourth de-
gree assault. The charges were 
dismissed after the defendant 
died.

Gerald Edwin Boehme, 60, 
was sentenced March 27 to 
240 hours jail and 24 months 
supervised probation after 
pleading no contest to first de-

gree forgery. A charge of first 
degree possession of a forged 
instrument was dismissed.

A charge against Gabriel 
Bruce Bucker, 26, of domestic 
violence strangulation was dis-
missed by a grand jury as not a 
true bill.

Kevin Austin Corrington 
Jr., 25, was charged April 3 
with fleeing or attempting to 
elude a police officer, reckless 
driving, criminal driving while 
suspended or revoked, and un-
lawful possession of firearms. 
He posted 10% of a $15,000 
security.

Steven Forest Crosman, 42, 
was charged March 28 with 
domestic violence fourth de-
gree assault and second degree 
theft. Bail was set at $25,000. 
He was charged March 29 
with domestic violence fourth 
degree assault, harassment 
and interfering with making 
a report. He posted 10% of a 
$25,000 security.

Courtney Meagan Fell, 35, 
was sentenced April 25 to 10 
days jail, 36 months bench pro-
bation, and $1,314.64 in fines 
and restitution after pleading 
no contest to fourth degree as-
sault and strangulation.

Austin Connor Ghere, 28, 

was charged April 22 with sec-
ond degree burglary. Bail was 
set at $15,000.

Shellie Raeann Gilbert, 35, 
was charged April 22 with DUII 
(liquor) and third degree theft.

Wesley Alan Harris-Camp-
bell, 35, was sentenced April 
12 to five days jail, 12 months 
bench probation and a $100 
fine after pleading no contest 
to fourth degree assault. A 
strangulation charge was dis-
missed.

Cody Dean Hildebrandt, 
32, was sentenced April 4 to 
suspension of a driver’s license 
for one year, 10 months with 
the Oregon Dept. of Correc-
tions, 12 months post-prison 
supervision and a $200 fine af-
ter pleading no contest to un-
authorized use of a vehicle.

Robert Grant Hodson, 29, 
was sentenced April 5 to one 
year revocation of a driver’s 
license, 18 months with the 
Oregon Dept. of Corrections, 
12 months post-prison super-
vision and a $200 fine after 
pleading guilty to unautho-
rized use of a vehicle. On April 
9 he was charged with conspir-
acy to commit tampering with 
a witness.

Devin Michael Houseman, 
36, was sentenced March 25 
to one year revocation of a 
driver’s license, 10 days jail, 18 
months supervised probation 
and a $200 fine after pleading 
no contest to unauthorized use 
of a vehicle. Two counts of fail-
ure to appear were dismissed.

Richard Allen Howe, 61, 
was charged April 2 with first 
degree failure to appear. He 

posted 10% of a $60,000 bail.

Jesse Wayne Ice, 36, was 
charged April 1 with unlawful 
use of a weapon, menacing and 
second degree disorderly con-
duct.

Christopher Allen Jackson, 
30, was found guilty by jury 

Information for the Public 
Safety report in The Leba-
non Local is sourced from 
local law enforcement and 
fire agencies. Incident de-
tails, which may not always 
be available from agencies 
in time for publication in 
our weekly paper edition, 
could be updated online 
as information becomes 
available. Addresses pro-
vided generally denote the 
location of the incident or 
arrest, occasionally indicat-
ing the origin of the call. It 
is crucial to emphasize that 
our reporting of an individ-
ual’s arrest or citation for a 
crime does not imply guilt. 
Determination of guilt can 
only be established through 
legal proceedings in court.

March 29
1:01 a.m - Tunisha Cole-

man, 42, was cited for driving 
uninsured. 

1:11 a.m - Sophie Huss, 26, 
of Bend, was arrested for mul-
tiple warrants. 

4:01 a.m - Heather Kelly, 44, 
was arrested for a warrant. 

4:37 p.m - Ryan Owen Nel-
son, 24, was cited on a Leba-
non Municipal Court warrant 
for contempt of court

11:48 p.m - Sky Silva, 34, of 
Salem, was taken into custody 

by the Marion County Sher-
iff’s Office for multiple undis-
closed crimes. 
March 30

12:40 p.m - Jack Eldon 
Thompson, 41, was cited on 
a Lebanon Municipal Court 
warrant for failure to appear 
on an original charge for sec-
ond degree theft. 

4:05 p.m - Kagen Cowart, 
was cited on a Benton Coun-
ty Circuit Court warrant for 
failure to appear on an origi-
nal charge for menacing and 
a StateWide Felony warrant 
from Linn County Sheriff's Of-
fice for a probation violation. 
Transported to Linn County 
Jail. 

5:25 p.m - Michael Stewart, 
61, was cited for failure to reg-
ister a vehicle. 

5:49 p.m - Dante Ortiz-Bry-
an, 19, of Albany, was cited for 
speeding. 78/55.

6:57 p.m - Austin Hickman, 
24, of Albany, was arrested 
for unlawful use of a weapon, 
menacing, disorderly con-
duct, furnishing alcohol to a 
minor. 

7:03 p.m - Caller reports 
many tools were taken. Re-
port taken. Valued loss $3200. 
700 N 5th Street. 

10:59 p.m - Michael Scott 
Branton Jr, 48, was cited on 
a Lebanon Municipal Court 

warrant for failure to appear 
on an original charge for sec-
ond degree failure to appear. 

11:50 p.m - Leanna Smith, 
37, of Albany, was arrested 
for two undisclosed warrants. 
Smith was cited for driving 
while suspended, driving un-
insured and failure to carry 
registration. 

11:51 p.m - Scott Darin 
Green, 25, was arrested for 
harassment constituting do-
mestic violence. Transported 
to Linn County Jail.  
March 31

1:46 p.m - Lesa Cathcart, 61, 
was arrested on undisclosed 
warrants. 

8:11 p.m - Leonard Curtis, 
65, was cited for driving un-
insured. 

8:56 p.m - Nickolas Shoul-
ders, 34, was arrested on an 
undisclosed warrant. 

9:05 p.m - Carson Riley Loe-
wen, 20, was cited for improp-
er display. 

9:39 p.m - Joshua Welch, 
35, was cited for driving while 
suspended and an undis-
closed warrant. 

9:51 p.m - Joshua Welch, 
35, was arrested for driving 
while suspended. This charge 
was the second in one night. 
Welch was also cited for driv-
ing uninsured and failure to 
register a vehicle.  

April 1
3:40 a.m - Coby Emmitt, 29, 

was cited for driving while 
suspended. 

3:39 p.m - Christina Watts, 
35, was arrested for a warrant. 

3:56 a.m - Spencer Garcia, 
25, was cited for an undis-
closed Linn County Circuit 
Court warrant. 

9:49 a.m - Brennen Tyler 
Seplocha, 32, was cited on an 
undisclosed Albany Munici-
pal Court warrant, an undis-
closed Lebanon Municipal 
Court warrant and an undis-
closed Linn County Supervi-
sory Authority warrant. 

4:37 p.m - Richard Howe, 
61, was arrested for a warrant. 

6:39 p.m - Travis Ray Wilm-
oth, 45, was cited for driving 
while suspended, failure to 
carry proof of insurance and 
failure to install an interlock 
ignition device. 

7:25 p.m - Raven Fara Sise-
more, 20, was cited for failure 
to carry proof of insurance. 

9:07 p.m - Scott Citro, 48, 
was cited for driving while 
suspended and driving unin-
sured. 

10:25 p.m - Fawn Burleson, 
38, of Waterloo, was cited for 
her two active warrants. 

10:45 p.m - Jamie Sloat, 40, 
was arrested for a warrant. 

10:52 p.m - Darryl Gandy, 

43, was cited for speeding. 
76/55. 
April 2

2:16 a.m - Richard Thom-
as, 59, was cited for speeding. 
76/55. 

2:30 p.m - Peggy Pitts, 36, 
was arrested for multiple un-
disclosed warrants, driving 
while suspended and driving 
uninsured. 

2:02 p.m - Bradley Pugh, 40, 
was arrested for a warrant. 

2:49 p.m - Thomas Bradley, 
43, of Sweet Home, was ar-
rested for reckless driving and 
reckless endangering. Bradley 
was arrested after operating 
his motorcycle at extremely 
high rates of speed between 
Lebanon and Sweet Home. 
April 3

12:26 a.m - Martin Deveney, 
51, was arrested for driving 
while revoked and was sub-
sequently transported to Linn 
County Jail.  
April 4

4:19 p.m - Sarah Jean Kali-
na, 43, was cited for careless 
driving. 
April 5

11:18 a.m - Cassandra Tad-
lock, was cited for traffic vio-
lations. 

2:04 p.m - Sara Collins, 49, 
was cited for driving while 

CROSSWORD KEY
Puzzle on page 17

SUDOKU KEY
Puzzle on page 17

See Public Safety, Page 13

See Circuit Court, Page 13

PUBLIC SAFETY

CIRCUIT COURT

• Compost
• Rock Products
• Sawdust
• Fir Bark
• Hemlock
• Garden Mixes

Winter Hours: Mon. - Sat. 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. | Sun. Closed

Central Bark Sales
5265 South Santiam, Lebanon Oregon 97355 • 541-451-2373
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DIAL-A-BUS

SWEET HOME SHOPPER

CURB TO CURB IN SWEET HOME
MON-FRI 7 AM - 4 PM
CALL TO SCHEDULE
OFFICE HOURS 8-4

MON-SAT 9 AM - 4 PM
SHOP LOCAL- 4 TRIPS A DAY 

THROUGH TOWN

LINN SHUTTLE
MON-FRI 6 AM - 10 PM - 10 ROUTES PER DAY
SAT 7 AM - 7:30 PM - 6 ROUTES PER DAY
CALL FOR APPROVED FLAG STOPS

STUDENTS RIDE FREE WITH STUDENT ID  |  ALL OTHERS $1 PER TRIP
ELECTRONIC TICKETS - DOWNLOAD THE TOKEN TRANSIT APP: TOKENTRANSIT.COM
TICKETS AVAILABLE AT THE OFFICE OR ON THE BUS. 
ONLY CASH ACCEPTED BY DRIVERS (EXACT AMOUNT, NO CHANGE AVAILABLE)

SWEET HOME:
FOSTER
SH CITY HALL
HOY'S HARDWARE
13TH & KALMIA
SHEA POINT

LEBANON:
WALMART
LBCC
PARK & OAK

ALBANY:
LBCC MAIN CAMPUS
TRAIN STATION
HERITAGE MALL
DOWNTOWN
SAT ONLY: KOHL'S & WINCO

541-367-4775  |  LINNSHUTTLE.COM | F I N D  U S  O N  F A C E B O O K

LOCAL EVENTS
Genealogy Society 
Meeting

The Lebanon Genealogi-
cal Society invites interested 
people to join their regular 
meeting at 12:30 p.m. on Fri-
day, May 3, at the Lebanon 
Public Library's community 
room, 55 Academy. Elaine, a 
memer, speaking about the 
Mountain Home- Gunder-
son- Norweigian cemetery.

Also be aware the Leba-
non Genealogical Society 
has a room at the library and 
there are volunteers avail-
able Tuesdays and Wednes-
days from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
For other days and times or 
to make an appointment, 
contact the library to leave a 
message.

Garden Club Plant Sale
The Lebanon Garden 

Club's annual plant sale this 
year will be from 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m. on Friday, May 10, 
and from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
on Saturday, May 11, at 880 
Tangent St., on the corner of 
10th Street. Plants for sale 
will include perennials, an-
nuals, veggies, trees, shrubs 
and gardening supplies. For 
more information, contact 
Lynne at 541.990.3894.

Healing Garden Tour
Lebanon Community Hos-

pital Foundation will host 
garden tours of the Japanese 
Healing Gardens on May 10, 
June 14, July 12, Aug. 9 and 
Sept. 13.

Starting at 10 a.m., the 
one-hour tour will include 
information on the history 
of the two gardens and how 
they are maintained. Meet at 
the gazebo located at Boul-
der Falls Event Center next 
to the hotel, 605 Mullins 
Drive.

For more information, 
contact Brandy O’Bannon at 
bobannon@samhealth.org.
Fashion Show and Talk

After 5 Connection (Stone-
croft) will present “April 
Showers Bring May Fash-
ions,” a fashion show hosted 
by 1st Hand Seconds Unique 
Boutique, from 6-8 p.m. on 
Tuesday, May 14, at Lebanon 
Foursquare Church, 470 W. 
C St., Lebanon.

The upscale Albany resale 
boutique is the financial 
support of a nonprofit pro-
viding help to women and 
their children at risk. Pianist 
Judy Stevens will accompa-
ny soloist Janet Nortune  to 
perform background music 
for the style show.

Nancy Gabert from Bend 
will be a guest speaker for, 
“What's in Your Backpack?” 
a highly humorous drama. 
She talks about the steps 
one must take to let go of the 
past and move forward in life 
with freedom and passion. 

Cost for dinner and the 
program is $18 (no cred-
it cards please). RSVP 
by contacting Madel at 
541.451.2586, or Nancy at 
541.259.1396 (or email Nan-
cyPinzino@comcast.net). If 
unable to attend, please can-
cel your reservation.

Wellness Fair
The annual Sources of 

Strength Wellness Fair will 
be held on Wednesday, May 
15, at the Boys & Girls Club.

Contest for younguns
The Santiam Chapter 

Daughters of the American 
Revolution encourages kids 
in grades 3-12 to participate 
in the America’s Field Trip 
contest.

Students may submit art-

work, videos or essays in 
response to the contest’s 
prompt: “What does Ameri-
ca mean to you?” There will 
be 25 first-place winners in 
each grade who will win a 
three-day, two-night trip to 
one of America's historical 
or cultural sites with a par-
ent/guardian. Three teach-
ers associated with the top 
three winners will be award-
ed with $1,000 cash. Also, 
25 second-place winners 
in each grade will receive a 
$500 cash award. 

For more information 
and to submit entries, vis-
it https://america250.org/
fieldtrip/. Contest ends May 
17. The local Daughters can 
also help answer questions 
via email at santiam.chap-
ter@oregondar.org.

Dyno Days
Linn-Benton Communi-

ty College will host “Dyno 
Days” from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
on Friday and Saturday, May 
17-18, at the LBCC automo-
tive technology training cen-
ter, 2000 Oak St.

The two-day event will 
include booths, food ven-
dors, tours, games and in-
dustry-related opportunity 
information, as well as the 
opportunity to run your ve-
hicle on a dynamometer (a 
“vehicle treadmill”).

For $50, have your front- 
or rear-wheel drive vehicle 
tested three times on the 
dynamometer to find out its 
torque and horsepower out-
put. No motorcycles or all-
wheel drives; semis are okay.

Reservations are not nec-
essary, but are encouraged. 
To reserve a run on the dy-
namometer or for more in-
formation, call 541.917.4506.

Civil War at 
Cheadle Park

The Northwest Civil War 
Council (NCWC) will host a 
“Living History” Civil War 
reenactment from 10 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. on Friday, May 17 
(school day), and from 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m. on Saturday 
and Sunday, May 18-19, at 
Cheadle Lake Park, 37941 
Weirich Drive.

A donation of $3 per stu-
dent and $5 per adult is re-
quested, but not required, 
to help cover costs to put 
on the event. The American 
Legion will also host a bene-
fit breakfast for veterans on 
Saturday.

The nonprofit organization 
works to educate the pub-
lic about the American Civil 
War through reenactments. 
Members wear authentical-
ly-reproduced clothing, use 
black powder weapons, cook 
over open fires and sleep in 
canvas tents as they partici-
pate in battle reenactments 
and live the military and ci-
vilian life. The reenactments 
across Oregon are a small 
sampling of what members 
do to share about the history 
and people during the Civil 
War era. For more informa-
tion, visit www.nwcwc.net.

Pool Seeks Swimmers 
for Funds

The Lebanon Aquatic Dis-
trict is hosting a “Splash for 
Cash” fundraiser on May 18 
in the community pool at the 
high school, 1800 S 5th St.

The fundraising commit-
tee for the district is looking 
for people who would be in-
terested in participating in 
the event to help raise mon-
ey for pool renovations. Par-
ticipants would solicit pledg-
es for every lap they swim 

(they can opt instead to jog 
in the warm pool or walk 
around the deck), or straight 
donations could also be ac-
cepted.

For more information on 
how to participate or donate, 
contact Rose or Lorlee at the 
Lebanon Community Pool at 
541.451.8551.

Pioneer Cemetery 
Workday

Friends of Pioneer Cem-
etery in partnership with 
SOLVE Oregon will be hold-
ing a workday from 9 a.m. 
to 12 p.m. on Saturday, May 
25, for weeding and gener-
al maintenance of Pioneer 
Cemetery at Dodge and 
Grove streets.

Anyone interested in help-
ing weed around gravestones 
and inside family plots is 
encouraged to participate. 
Bring gloves and hand tools 
(no power tools allowed). 
Trash bags, water and snacks 
will be provided.

Breakfast for Habitat
Lebanon Habitat for Hu-

manity will host a fundrais-
ing breakfast at 8 a.m. on 
Thursday, May 30, at Boul-
der Falls Inn Event Center, 
605 Mullins Drive.

Did you know that Habi-
tat builds homes for aging in 
place to make sure individu-
als can remain in their com-
munities? Join the nonprofit 
for breakfast “on the house” 
as they share their plans to 
expand services in East Linn 
County. All donations go to-
ward the two current home 
builds in Sodaville.

RSVP by May 17 at https://
bit.ly/3xojibB. For more in-
formation, call 541.405.5213 
or email info@lebanonhabi-
tat.com.

Flower & Quilt Show
Lebanon Garden Club 

hosts its 115th annual Flow-
er & Quilt Show on May 31 
(1-4 p.m.) and June 1 (12-4 
p.m.), at the former Wells 
Fargo building in downtown 
Lebanon, 809 S. Main St.

Area residents are en-
couraged to enter their best 
plant clippings and/or flow-
er designs for free. Quilts 
will also be on display, and 
one will be raffled off. To 
learn more about the raffle 
or how to submit clippings 
and designs, contact Lynne 
at 541.990.3894.

Fourth of July
Celebration

The new Lebanon’s Fourth 
of July committee plans 
to reopen the celebration 
this year from 3-10 p.m. at 
Cheadle Lake Park, 37941 

See Local Events, Page 6
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ACCOUNTING

(541) 258-4829
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Affordable Individual Income Tax 
Preparation, Payroll, Bookkeeping

& Business Services
610 Park Street

kari@denilass.com | www.denilass.com

HOME & GARDEN

1055 Tangent St. Lebanon

MON- FRI 7:30AM-6PM
 SATURDAY 8AM-5PM

541-258-7107
www.summitacehg.com

BUILDING SUPPLIES

(541) 451-1234

Lebanon Area
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EQUIPMENT

(541) 451-5213

"Powerful Equipment, Local Service"

1215 W Airway Road
Lebanon OR 97355

CascadePowerLebanon.com

Hours: M-F 8am-5pm
Sat 8am-noon

FURNITURE

(541) 259-3646

2582 S. SANTIAM HWY.

INSURANCE

(541) 224-0081
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beechhillstudios.com
beechhillstudios@gmail.com

“Creating your perfect living 
space so you can thrive”

Beech Hill Studios, LLC

45 E. Sherman Street
Lebanon, Oregon

Maryann Ewing, ASID

(503) 867-5534

INTERIOR DESIGN JEWELRY

(541) 258-2888

722 S. Main Street
tremlsjewelry.com

Custom Design
Diamond Specialist

JOLENE 
MULLENIX
Loan Consultant
NMLS #853502

(541) 570-2322

NMLS#174457

www.loanDepot.com/jmullenix

LOANS

Equal Housing Opportunity | 56 E. Airport Rd., 
Lebanon, OR 97355. loanDepot.com, LLC NMLS ID 

174457. Licensed by the OR Division of Finance and 
Corporate Securities, Mortgage Lending ML-4972. 

(091923 120284-1723)

REAL ESTATE

2345 S. Santiam Hwy., 
Lebanon, OR 97355

(541) 258-6100
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LOVE WHERE YOU LIVE, SHOP WHERE YOU LIVE.

the full-fledged firefighters 
helping to run the academy. 
A resident volunteer for the 
Lebanon Fire District for 
the past year and a half, she 
started her job as a paid staff 
member on April 1.

The academy sold her on 
firefighting, she said.

Randall hadn’t really con-
sidered the academy until 
her best friend’s father, Lt. 
Brent Gaskey, suggested 
joining.

“I was so little,” marveled 
Randall, now 20. But she 
remembers thinking, “OK. 
That sounds fun.”

She enjoyed everything 
about that first academy, 
from handling hoses to prac-
ticing forced entries. But 
what really sold her was the 
108-foot aerial ladder.

“I got all the way to the top 
and I thought, this is really 
cool,” Randall said.

She came back for a second 
academy the following year, 
but couldn’t continue after 
that because of shutdowns 
from the global coronavirus 
pandemic.

As a high school senior, she 
talked to a recruiting officer 
about becoming a volunteer, 
and went through the for-
mal volunteer academy in 
fall 2022. Now she’s taking 

paramedic classes at Cheme-
keta Community College in 
Salem and hopes to have her 
license this summer.

Women still make up only 
a small percentage of fire-
fighters nationwide: 9% in 
2020, according to estimates 
from the National Fire Pro-
tection Association. Of those, 
more than 80 percent were 
volunteers.

That’s something Nunes 
said she’s hoping the Young 
Women’s Fire Academy will 
help to change. It’s already 
starting to: one of Randall’s 
co-campers, McKenzie Cren-
shaw, is also part of Leba-

non’s paid firefighting crew. 
(Five women in all are part of 
the paid team.)

Unlike Randall, Crenshaw 
already was planning to be 
a firefighter when she joined 
the academy.

“I was already sold,” she 
said, “but it did justify that 
this was what I wanted to do 
for sure.”

Crenshaw went to the full 
firefighter academy as a se-
nior in high school, then 
served as a resident volun-
teer for six months while 
getting EMT certification at 
Chemeketa. She was hired 
in Lebanon in January 2022 

and also continues to help 
with the women’s academy.

The academy is important 
for young women’s self-con-
fidence, Crenshaw said. A 
huge part is simply offering 
the opportunity to try some-
thing they may not have con-
sidered.

Nunes agreed. She invites 
women police officers and 
National Guard service folks 
to the academies to share 
the same message. She also 
points out the fire service 
careers that exist alongside 
firefighting.

“My goal is that every lit-
tle girl knows this is an op-
tion for her,” Nunes said. 
“It doesn’t have to be, but it 
could be.”

Women are critical to fire 
service for several reasons, 
the three said: Diversity 
strengthens teams because 
men and women bring differ-
ent backgrounds, perspec-
tives and approaches to the 
job. Also, a large percentage 
of emergency calls are relat-
ed to assault or to medical 
or mental health crises, and 
women firefighters may be 
more quick to gain the trust 
of women and child patients.

Further, the nation is suf-
fering a severe firefighter 
shortage, particularly when 
it comes to volunteers. The 
National Volunteer Fire 
Council estimated there 

were close to 898,000 vol-
unteer firefighters in 1984, 
handling 11,890,000 fire ser-
vice calls that year. By 2020, 
the number of volunteers 
had dropped to 676,900 - but 
calls had more than tripled, 
to 36,416,000.

“Every single department 
is facing this,” Nunes said. 
“We need to broaden our 
view of, what is a firefighter?”

Nunes said when she was 
pursuing her career, she 
didn’t know of any other 
women firefighters, not even 
ones portrayed in movies or 
on television. It’s more com-
mon now, but she still gets 
the occasional puzzled com-
ment from strangers who as-
sume she works strictly as a 
paramedic and doesn’t actu-
ally fight a blaze.

Crenshaw said she used to 
get comments from people 
who asked, “Are you sure you 
don’t want to be a nurse?”

“There’s always that push-
back of, ‘Are you sure that’s 
what you want to do?’” she 
said, but added she never felt 
anything but support from 
the Lebanon station.

It’s that support the three 
women said they want to 
share with their younger 
counterparts who take this 
summer’s academy.

Said Randall: “I think it’s 
great to show you can be 
whatever you want to be.”

BLAZING A TRAIL
From page 1

Photo courtesy of Erin Nunes 
Crenshaw poses at the base of an aerial ladder during the 
2019 academy.
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(541) 367-7368   |   BRAD.ELPM@GMAIL.COM
EASTLINNPROPERTYMANAGEMENT.COM

RENT

$1,450
BED

2
BATH

1
SQ.FT.

852

Duplex with range, fridge, dishwash-
er, gas stove in living room for heat 
& cadet heaters in bedrooms and 
bathroom, 1 car garage and metal 
shed. Small pet okay with pet 
deposit of $250.00 and a monthly 
pet rent of $50.00.

1192 48TH AVE.
SWEET HOME

AVAILABLE
NOW!

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Dear Editor,

In a recent article in the Al-
bany Democrat Herald, Leba-
non Fire Chief Rondondi told 
reporters that the “Lebanon 
Fire District is hemorrhaging.” 
I think the fire district is short 
sighted in not recognizing 
that the tax payers in Lebanon 
are hemorrhaging from our 
state and local property tax-
es. Look back at our support 
for the LRFD over the years. 
In 2019 we passed a bond to 
build a new fire station. That 
bond was in the amount of 16 
million dollars. That will be 
paid back by the community 
over a 26 year period. We will 
pay off that bond in or around 
2045. If we look at our annual 
property tax statement in the 
right column you will see that 
what we pay in taxes is broken 
down into three areas, Edu-
cation, General Government 
and Bonds/Other. Education 
and General Government 
are limited by Measure 5 to a 
term called compression. The 
Bonds/Other category is not 
limited by Measure 5. Bonds 
and Levies are voted on by the 
taxpayers and must have vot-
er approval. The LRFD Levy 
will appear on the May ballot. 
The LRFD is asking $ .75 per 
$1,000 of assessed value. This 
will cost tax payers an addi-
tional $250 - $500 annually in 
property taxes. In my case it is 
roughly $350. The taxpayers 
in Lebanon are hemorrhaging 
money through high property 
taxes.

I suggest everyone in the 
community review their 
2023 Property Tax State-
ment. While reviewing my 
statement (Education-Gov-
ernment and Bonds/Levies) 
l discovered in the Govern-
ment section line 4, I am al-
ready funding the LRFD for 
operations in the amount of 
$467.72. After adding in the 
amount on my statement 
from the $16 million bond 
passed in 2019 in the amount 
of $73.63, I am paying a total 
of $540.65 to the LRFD. Keep 
in mind we have roughly 7,200 
homes in Lebanon also paying 
these taxes. Do the math! If I 
add the proposed levy costs 
of $350, I will pay $890.85 an-
nually, pushing my property 
taxes to well over $5,000 an-
nually. The proposed levy is a 

five-year levy generating $10 
million for the Lebanon Fire 
District. This levy will return 
on the ballot in five years at 
a higher tax rate requesting 
voter approval once again.

The taxpayers in Lebanon 
are hemorrhaging money in 
taxes. When I spoke to the 
Linn County Assessors Office 
their first comment was made 
in references to the already 
high property taxes in Leb-
anon. We as taxpayers need 
to keep in mind that the city 
is also eyeing a levy/bond for 
a new City Hall and the Leb-
anon Community School Dis-
trict will be looking at a bond 
before 2030. It is my opinion, 
that the LRFD pay attention 
to the high inflation rates and 
rising costs of living and live 
within their means (as we all 
do), tighten their belts and 
look at how they can reallo-
cate funds within the depart-
ment in order to maintain 
great service to the commu-
nity.
- Michael Martin, Lebanon

Dear Editor:
I was saddened to read that 

someone wrote in favor of 
infamous grifter Jamie Mc-
Leod-Skinner. It seems that 
the writer is in favor of social-
ism, which is a way of every-
one having access to the same 
privileges without working 
or paying for them. I had to 
pause for a minute so I could 
stop laughing and compose 
myself. This is the same Dem-
ocrat who has a staff that filed 
complaints against her; it’s 
public information and not 
something that I as a voter 
would like to see. This is the 
same Democrat whose wife 
goes on social media and cuts 
down those that don’t share 
their own lifestyle or agenda. 
Quite frankly, it’s pathetic. 
I’m very passionate about our 
great State of Oregon and all 
it has to offer – but nothing is 
free, nor should it be.

Today, I am writing in sup-
port of working Representa-
tive Lori Chavez-DeRemer.

Lori has personally helped 
me understand the politi-
cal landscape of Oregon and 
I consider her an ally and a 
friend. I thoroughly enjoy her 
Town Hall Meetings; I’m al-
ways happy to get that phone 

call. Whether I am only listen-
ing or actively participating, 
I know that Lori has our best 
interests in hand. Lori also 
happily works on bi-partisan 
bills and projects (so, not ex-
actly the “extremist” that Ms. 
Nilsen paints a picture of). 
Lori advocates for our Veter-
ans. Also, from Jan 2023 to Apr 
2024, Mrs. Chavez-DeRemer 
missed 3 of 847 roll call votes, 
which is 0.4%. That is amaz-
ing. She is present.

In closing, I hope that Mrs. 
Chavez DeRemer defeats 
Mrs. McLeod Skinner, again, 
because it’s best for Oregon. 
We have got to stop voting for 
Democrats who make empty 
promises and enable bad be-
havior.
-Josh Bacher, Lebanon

Dear Editor,
I urge our community to 

vote YES on Measure 22-202 
on the May 21st ballot. As 
President of the Lebanon Fire 
District board, I've witnessed 
firsthand the strains on our 
resources and the growing 
demands placed on our fire-
fighters. Our non-recognition 
as a government agency poses 
a significant challenge, limit-
ing our access to critical funds 
necessary for sustaining es-
sential services.

If Measure 22-202 does not 
pass, we will be forced to make 
difficult decisions that will 
impact the level and scope of 
emergency services we can 
provide. Prolonged budget 
strain, workforce reductions, 
delayed responses to low-acu-
ity calls, and service cutbacks 
are all on the table.

However, there is hope. 
Measure 22-202 authoriz-
es the allocation of tax rev-
enue to fund six additional 
firefighters and necessary 
equipment. This measure is 
aimed at improving response 
times, enhancing operation-
al capacity, and broadening 
non-emergency services, ulti-
mately ensuring a safer com-
munity for all residents.

Recent investments by tax-
payers in a new fire station 
represent significant progress, 
but our commitment to safe-
ty must remain a top priority. 
Voting YES on Measure 22-
202 is not merely a vote; it's a 
pledge to invest in the safety 
and well-being of our commu-
nity, ensuring that Lebanon 
remains a safe and thriving 
place for generations to come.

We urge every member of 
our community to stand with 
us in support of Measure 22-
202. Let us spread the word, 
rally our friends and neigh-
bors, and make our voices 
heard on May 21st.
- Duane Taylor 
President, Lebanon Fire 
District Board

Weirich Drive.
The family-friendly atmo-

sphere allows everyone to 
come together to celebrate 
the nation’s independence. 
With different food options, 
live music and an amazing 
fireworks display, there’s 
something for everyone.

There will be a parking fee 
($5 pre-registered, $10 at the 
gate). For more information, 
visit LebanonFourth.com or 
email Lebanonfourthofjuly@
gmail.com.

Suicide Bereavement 
Support Group

Lebanon Area Mental 
Health Alliance hosts a Sui-
cide Bereavement Support 
Group every second Thurs-
day of the month from 6:30 
to 7:30 p.m. at Lebanon 
Community Hospital, 525 
Santiam Hwy. in conference 
room 1 and 2. Park and enter 
at the back of the building.

For anyone who has suf-
fered the loss of a loved one 
by suicide, struggles with 
previous attempts or at-
tempts from a loved one, or if 
suicide has had an impact on 
your life.

A licensed mental health 
therapist will facilitate the 
meetings. For more informa-
tion, contact Dave Butler at 
541.936.2580 or via email at 
dave@lamha.org.

Adult Book Club
Lebanon Public Library 

hosts a monthly Adult Book 
Club (18+) at 5:30 p.m. at 55 
Academy St. The next meet-
ing will be on June 5.

A new book is discussed 
every month. For more in-
formation or to inquire 
about the current book, call 
541.258.4926 or email li-
braryinfo@ci.lebanon.or.us.

First Fridays 
downtown

The Lebanon Downtown 
Association hosts its First 
Friday events from 5-8 p.m. 
every first Friday of the 
month. With a special theme 
each month, downtown 
merchants invite the public 
to participate in the event, 
check out their businesses 
and enjoy historic Lebanon.

June 7: Strawberries
July 5: Red, White and 

Boozy
Aug. 2: Food & Drinks from 

Around the World
Sept. 6: Crafters Night
Oct. 4: Harvest Festival
Nov. 1: Chili Cookoff, Shop 

Small
Dec. 6: Christmas in the 

Park

OSWA convention
The Linn County Small 

Woodlands Association hosts 
the Oregon Family Forest 

Convention and Tree Farmer 
of the Year tour on June 13-
15 at Boulder Falls Inn, 505 
Mullins Drive.

The three-day event will in-
clude a Saturday tour of Oak 
Basin Tree Farm, a business 
convention, panels on vari-
ous topics and a tour of the 
Freres mass plywood plant.

For more information, visit 
linncountyswa.com/events/.

Albany garden club 
presentations

The Albany Grand Prai-
rie Garden Club will host 
a monthly series of garden 
talks at the Albany Library, 
2415 14th SE Ave., Albany. 
The club meets on the second 
Thursday of the month at 1 
p.m. in the library classroom.

June 14: Tataki Zome, Flow-
er Pounding Workshop, by 
Susannah Prenoveau (con-
tact Sheryl Casteen for a list 
of supplies needed)

For more information, 
contact Sheryl Casteen at 
casteen@aol.com
New Fire Station Open 
House

Lebanon Fire District in-
vites the community to an 
open house for its new fire 
station from 1-4 p.m. on Sat-
urday, June 15, at 1050 W. 
Oak St.

Celebrate with LFD in their 
dedication ceremony of the 
brand new fire station. Enjoy 
festivities and refreshments, 
and take a guided tour of the 
facility.

Auditions at Albany 
Civic Theater

“Disney’s The Little Mer-
maid Jr.” open auditions on 
June 26-27; performances in 
August. Directed by Rebecca 
Douglas, rbbailey@hotmail.
com.

Visit www.AlbanyCivic.org 
for more information.

Heart Tribute Band
The Oaks at Lebanon will 

host a Heart tribute band 
benefit concert on July 27 
at Academy Square Park, 55 
Academy St. 

The event is free, but do-
nations will be accepted for 
the Mid-Valley Walk to End 
Alzheimer’s fundraiser. More 
information will be updated 
when available.

National Night Out
Lebanon Police Depart-

ment will host its annual 
National Night Out event at 
5 p.m. on Tuesday, Aug. 6, at 
Academy Square Park, 55 
Academy St.

The free community event 
is meant to enhance the rela-
tionship between neighbors 
and law enforcement while 
bringing back a true sense 
of community. There will be 
music, vendors, games, law 
enforcement vehicles and 
other entertainment.

LOCAL EVENTS
From page 4
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Lebanon’s
New Neighbor Program
Lebanon is welcoming new

residents to town by
extending hospitality from
our local merchants as well
as maps and guides to help
them settle in Our Town!  

If you or someone you know is new
to Lebanon and would like a 

New Neighbor Packet 
Stop by the Lebanon Chamber of Commerce  

Monday-Saturday
1040 S. Park St., Lebanon

And it’s FREE!

“Welcome!”
������������

tasked with finding new rev-
enue streams to fund budget 
needs.

“Our target amount, 
whether that’s through 
reductions, whether it’s 
through a combination of 
levy, fee and reductions, it’s 
gonna be that $2-$2.5 million 
range,” he said. “That gets us 
to even. That doesn’t allow 
for any growth in the future 
as we move through because 
this is a five-year forecast, 
so that leaves us very stag-
nant. That is what the dollar 
amount is that we need to 
break even at that point.”

Looking at 15 other Oregon 
cities, Whitlatch showed fees 
they use to supplement their 
revenue, including city ser-
vice, transportation, parks, 
public safety and street 
maintenance fees that range 
between $4.50 and $17 a 
month. The City of McMinn-
ville’s city service fee offers a 
$1.30 charge for low income 
accounts.

He also reviewed 13 cities 
that are using levies to fund 
their needs for libraries, po-
lice, swim centers and city 
operations.

Using a general term of 
“city service fees” for Leba-
non Council’s consideration, 
Whitlatch presented differ-
ent monthly charge options 
in addition to the possibility 
of doing both fees and a levy. 
There are a variety of ways 
the city could determine how 
to charge the fees, so he used 
a methodology based on wa-
ter meter size.

If the city charged $5 a 
month, single family homes 
in the city would contrib-
ute an estimated $23,660 a 
month, apartment complex-
es would contribute about 
$16,430, and commercial 
properties $5,650, providing 
the city about $548,800 a 
year.

If the city charged $20 a 
month, single family homes 
in the city would contrib-
ute an estimated $94,640 a 
month, apartment complex-
es would contribute about 
$65,720, and commercial 
properties $22,600, provid-
ing the city almost $2.2 mil-
lion a year.

The city service fee would 
not require a vote by the peo-
ple, and would likely go up 
every year according to the 
Consumer Price Index.

Finance Director Brandon 
Neish presented levy options 
with examples of how they 
might impact taxpayers. To 
generate $1 million a year at 
70-cents per $1,000 assessed 
value, a $221,000 home val-
uation would contribute 
approximately $155.68 per 
year (or $12.98 per month). 
To generate $3 million a year 

at $2.19 per $1,000, the same 
home would contribute ap-
proximately $484.89 per year 
(or $40.41 per month).

He noted that the down-
side to levies is that taxpay-
ers might vote it down and, 
if they don’t, the city would 
still be reliant on voters to 
continue approving a levy 
about every five years. He 
also mentioned the city is 
starting to see a reduction 
in homeowners paying their 
property taxes.

Whitlatch told the council 
the library and justice obliga-
tion bond will come off in FY 
2028, freeing up about $1.6 
million. As such, that might 
create a potential strategy 
to perhaps go up for a levy 
at that time, he said, adding 
that the city fee could be 
dropped at that time or they 
could keep the fees and go 
out for a smaller levy.

Councilor Dave Workman 
said he doesn’t think the 
community will “buy off” on 
a $20 city service fee, but re-
gardless, none of the fee and/
or levy strategies will even 
cover what he believes the 
council wants; namely, for 
him at least, the reopening of 

the city jail.
Whitlatch responded it’s 

the $3 million levy that will 
get them to be able to open 
the jail.

“Yeah, it’s gonna be an up-
hill climb,” Whitlatch said.

Councilor Michelle Stein-
hebel said she appreciates 
the city’s recent move to 
make reductions in costs, 
but she doesn’t see how they 
will satisfy the budget with-
out a combination of both 
fees and a levy. Whitlatch 
told Lebanon Local that staff 
have reduced 9.75 full time 
equivalent positions for the 
upcoming fiscal year.

The council seemed to 
agree that both a monthly 
fee and a levy are warranted.

Whitlatch said there are 
some ideas as to how to pres-
ent messaging to the com-
munity, including perhaps 
town hall meetings.

“I’ll just be honest with 
you,” he added. “It’s not going 
to be a fun process, but we’re 
at that crossroad.”

The council directed staff 
to consider a $15 city service 
fee and in addition to a levy. 
Councilors and Mayor Ken 
Jackola noted this is not a 

money grab, but a necessary 
survival strategy due to in-
flation.

Moving on, the council be-
gan looking at plans to move 
the council chambers from 
Santiam Travel Station to 
the library community room, 
which is estimated to cost 
the city a ballpark figure of 
$150,000 – which is budgeted 
for next year with remaining 
ARPA funds – plus approx-
imately $18,000 to $20,000 
for the dais.

Whitlatch said they are 
looking at how they can 
make the room function-
al for city council meetings 
while keeping it functional 
for community use. They re-

viewed options for how to set 
up immovable council tables 
that would take up about 11 
feet.

“With a move like this, 
there would be some initial 
cost up front, but I think the 
benefits outweigh any con-
cerns in that we would have 
maintenance cost savings on 
this building (the travel sta-
tion),” Jackola said.

He also said by leasing out 
the travel station or vacating 
it altogether, the city is con-
solidating its assets and also 
“updating the city image.” It 
also provides more seating 
and parking for the commu-
nity to attend city council 
meetings.

Whitlatch told Lebanon 
Local there are currently no 
maintenance needs with the 
building, but noted Jackola 
was referring to future costs 
such as roof, painting, etc. 
He also noted at the meet-
ing that the travel station 
was paid for with a grant, 
so staff have to determine 
if they would need to repay 
that grant if the city sells the 
property.

“Kelly (Hart) and I are of the 
opinion that it was kind of in-
tended for a travel hub and, if 
we could give it to somebody 
or sell it to somebody that 
was going to use it as that, 
then that would be more of a 
use and we shouldn’t have to 
pay it back,” Whitlatch said.

COUNCIL
From page 1

Data presented by staff shows how much revenue the city could expect if it tacks on a “city 
service fee” to monthly utility bills.
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2024 Junior Court Presented in Tiara Ceremony
By Sarah Brown
Lebanon Local

Lights beaming from chan-
deliers at River Center pro-
vided a dazzling display of 
sparkling tiaras as the 115th 
Lebanon Strawberry Festival 
Junior Court was presented 
on April 3.

This was the second 
year the Junior Court ti-
ara-crowning ceremony was 
held at River Center. Pre-
viously it had been held at 
Santiam Place and Lebanon 
High School. According to 
Junior Court Co-Chair Kim-
berly McGuigan, a schedul-
ing conflict at the high school 
prompted the move to River 
Center last year.

“The acoustics and the in-
timacy in the River Center 
was very nice, so we opted 
to have it here again,” Mc-
Guigan said.

“This is their first big event 
specifically geared towards 
them,” added Junior Court 
Chair Tayah   Storkson. “It’s 
nice that they literally get 
the spotlight right on them, 
so it kind of breaks the ice for 
them.”

2024 Strawberry Festival 
Queen Libby Jorgensen em-
ceed the ceremony, which 
consisted of introducing 
each junior princess and for-
malizing their position with 
a tiara, sash and bouquet of 

roses.
Each young girl, outfitted 

in a green tulle dress and red 
cardigan, represented one 
of the elementary schools of 
Lebanon and answered ques-
tions posed by Jorgensen.

First up was Abigail Briden, 
of Green Acres. She likes 
drawing and art, and her fa-
vorite part of the Strawber-
ry Festival is “having fun.” 
Next presented was Princess 
Ahnjess Gunnett, of Pioneer. 
Her favorite animals are the 
red panda and racoons. She 
likes the rides at the festival.

Princess Alicia Nunez-
Aikin, of Cascades, likes 
pandas. Her favorite part 
of the festival is the floats 
in the parades Princess An-
naLyn Grove, who is home-
schooled, said she likes chee-
tahs and “having fun” at the 
festival.

Next up was Princess Au-
driana Torres, of East Linn 
Christian Academy. Her fa-
vorite activity is puzzles, and 
she said her favorite part of 
the Strawberry Festival is “be-
ing kind to others.” Princess 
Ava Luebke, of Riverview, 
likes turtles and the festival 
parades. Princess Bristol Da-
vis, of Hamilton Creek, said 
she likes art and her favor-
ite part about the festival is 
being on the floats. Princess 
Kodie Hilchey, of Sand Ridge 

Charter, likes tumbling and 
the festival parade. Princess 
Million Swensen, of Lacomb, 
said her favorite activity is 
drawing and reading. Her fa-
vorite part of the Strawberry 
Festival is the rides.

Storkson sat in the front 
row of the audience and 
could be seen using hand 
gestures to remind the young 
girls to wave and curtsy 
during their introduction.

“Besides our meeting, they 
don’t really know how to do 
any of this, so this is real-
ly nerve-racking for them 
coming in and seeing a big 
crowd,” Storkson said, adding 
that she sits front and center 
so they have a familiar face 
to look at for hand cues.

“It’s been a great opportu-
nity to be a positive influence 
in these little girls’ lives,” she 
said. “Being a positive in-

fluence for them, teaching 
them how to be ladies, it’s so 
rewarding.”

The junior court is ran-
domly chosen from a pool 
of second-grade applicants. 
The 2024 Senior Strawberry 
Festival Court was also intro-
duced at the ceremony, and 
the junior court was escorted 
by the Lady Strawberrians.

By Sarah Brown
Lebanon Local 

Ahead of the annual 
Strawberry Festival Flower 
Show, Lebanon Garden Club 
members offered flower de-
sign classes to encourage 
more submissions this year.

Every year, most of the 
design submissions in the 
flower show are from club 
members, but the flower 
show is supposed to be a 
community event, member 
Merrie Wales said. She sug-
gested flower design classes 
as a way to encourage more 
engagement in the flower 
show.

“As you can see, it’s appar-
ently a good thing,” she said, 
noting the large turnout at 
the first class.

On April 18 Club member 
Renata Stenko presented 
the first of a series of four 
classes held at the senior 
center. Stenko demonstrat-
ed some designs showing 
water and stones, which is 
one of the categories in the 
flower show.

“What is really important 
is your vase or container,” 
she told the crowd.

She presented some of 
her favorite vases of vari-
ous shapes and colors, but 
mentioned that people can 
use other items such as bas-
kets or anything unusual 
that can, essentially, hold 
water (or hide a jar). In fact, 
she used a pink colander for 
one of her designs, utilizing 
water-holding containers 
inside the colander to hold 
the flowers.

Using flowers and foli-
age found in her garden, on 
hikes and at floral shops, 

Stenko created six differ-
ent designs based on cate-
gories in this year's flower 
show that require the use of 
stones or showing water.

Each year, the flower 
show theme is based on the 
Strawberry Festival theme. 
For this year’s “Strawberry 
Circus” theme, the flower 
design categories have titles 
such as “rock candy,” “wa-
ter ring toss,” “flea circus,” 
and “the show must go on.” 
Category titles suggest what 
a design might depict, but 

technically the interpreta-
tion of a design title is most-
ly subjective.

The “rock candy” cate-
gory requires the design to 
include stones, so Stenko 
placed stones next to her 
vase as part of the design. 
For “water ring toss,” she 
used ring-shaped objects in 
her design.

Stenko has been entering 
flower designs at the flow-
er show for about 10 years 
and has won many blue 
ribbons for her entries. She 
said one of the first design 
tips she learned was to keep 
her flower combinations at 
around three colors.

“You can build in threes, 
fives, an uneven number,” 
she recommended. “Uneven 
numbers just work a little 
better for artsy design, but if 
you use four or six it can still 
look pretty.”

Also, she’s often heard 
people suggest building the 
design up by one-and-a-half 
the size of the container.

There are certain guide-
lines that must be followed 
for a chance to win a ribbon, 
such as measurement max-

imums and no use of arti-
ficial flowers. A handful of 
judges, usually from outside 
of the area, select winners 
for each category.

“Nobody should be dis-
couraged if they don’t get 
a ribbon,” Stenko said. “At 
least you have a design you 
can take home later.”

The other weekly flower 
design classes offered by the 
club included: teacup de-
sign (using a teacup), green 
and petite design (May 2), 
and miniatures and dried 
design (May 9).

In addition to the design 
division, the annual flower 
show includes a horticul-
tural division and special 
exhibit. This year, the flower 
and quilt show will be held 
in the former Wells Fargo 
building on the corner of 
Main and Grant streets.

Entering horticulture 
and design submissions in 
the flower show is free of 
charge. To learn more about 
how to submit entries in the 
horticulture or design divi-
sions, contact Merrie Wales 
at 530.936.7464 or email 
happycelts@att.net.

Photo by Sarah Brown
Princess Alicia Nunez-Aikin answers questions about her favorite animal and favorite part of 
the Strawberry Festival.

Garden Club Hosts Flower Design Classes

Photo by Sarah Brown
Garden Club member Renata Stenko works on a flower de-
sign during the first in a series of four classes.
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By Zeva Rosenbaum
Lebanon Local

Jannah Jimenez sees be-
yond the tiaras and gowns 
that come with being a 
Strawberry Festival Prin-
cess; she looks at the role as a 
chance to empower girls.

“The five princesses (bring) 
something like women’s em-
powerment,” Jimenez said. 
“To me, like, it’s just like I said 
growing up, ‘Wow, I want to 
be just like them.”’

Jimenez, who was born in 
Salem and raised in Leba-
non and Scio, grew up going 
to the Strawberry Festival 
and parade with her par-
ents and two brothers every 
year. Now she gets to keep 
the traditions alive as part of 
the newest era of Strawberry 
Princesses.

“It’s different once you 
grow up, you know, because 
you get to be part of it to rec-
reate that memory for kids or 
for the community,” Jimenez 
explained. “I think a memory 
that stuck for me, too, was in 
the third or like fifth grade; 
(the Strawberry Princesses) 
would come to our school, 
and sign the cards like we do 
now. I think I still have those 
cards too.” 

Jimenez said it’s inspiring 
to see five teen girls have an 
impact on their community 
and she’s enjoyed getting to 
know the other girls better. 
She went to school with all 
but one of the other prin-
cesses and they’ve connected 
over sports and class senator 
positions. 

“I think my most favorite 
thing is probably getting to 

know every single one of us,” 
Jimenez said.

As someone who grew up 
speaking Spanish at home, 
Jimenez said a big part of the 
reason she wanted to be a 
princess in the first place was 
to provide representation.

“(The reason) I want to 
become a princess is also to 
inspire other Hispanics, or 
any culture, to be a princess,” 
Jimenez said. “You can be 
from any culture, you can be 
any ethnicity, and you can be 
part of it; I feel like I can im-
pact a lot of little girls.” 

Jimenez told the story of 
a little boy she met on one 
of her visits to a school as 
Strawberry Festival Princess 
who accidentally greeted her 
in Spanish.

“He said, ‘Oh, sorry, I meant 
to say hi,’” Jimenez remi-
nisced. “Then I spoke to him 
in Spanish like, ‘Don’t worry. 
I speak Spanish too.’ And he’s 
like, ‘Oh my gosh, really?’ in 
Spanish. He was like, in awe, 
and it was the cutest thing 
ever.”

Despite the Hispanic com-

munity in Lebanon being 
small, Jimenez said residents 
have been very accepting 
and the community is grow-
ing as well.

“Recently, we just got a 
young Hispanic couple of 
neighbors who moved in,” 
Jimenez said. “They came 
over like, oh my gosh, we 
speak Spanish. It was kind of 
a bonding moment.”

Outside of princess du-
ties, Jimenez said she loves 
playing softball for an orga-
nization in Portland, where 
she competes against teams 
from all over the US. She also 
enjoys reading and walking 
her dogs, including 15-year-
old childhood dog (Maripo-
sa), who Jimenez named at 
age three.

“24/7, if I’m not doing any-
thing, I’m probably practic-
ing (softball),” Jimenez said. “I 
live on a little farm so I like to 
be around to help my mom, 
like with her garden, feed the 
cows, things like that.”

After graduating, Jimenez 
plans to pursue a diagnostic 
imaging degree at Oregon In-
stitute of Technology. As her 
brothers decided not to go to 
college, she will be the first 
in her family to get a degree 
and she’s excited to make her 
parents proud.

“I think it’s a blessing, and 
it’s amazing because I get to 
represent not only my (im-
mediate) family, but my en-
tire family, because there’s 
only a few family members,” 
Jimenez said. “My cousins 
have been in college. I think 
going into the medical field is 
also a huge step.”

According to Jimenez, one 
of her heroes is Samantha 
Show, a pro softball player 
who said it’s important to 
surround yourself with peo-
ple who believe in you to help 
you achieve your goal. An-
other hero is her mom, Ana 
Jimenez, who keeps things 
running while Jimenez’s dad, 
José, is gone at work. Ana 
taught her patience as well 
as how to overcome chal-
lenges even if it takes a long 
time.

“She has to keep it togeth-
er for her kids, you know?” 
Jimenez said. “I think she has 
to have a lot of patience with 
everything.”

Jimenez said her dad’s 
work ethic inspires her too. 
As a dad in a first-generation 
family, he works incredibly 
hard to provide for the fami-
ly. Beyond her plans to study 
imaging, she wants to go 
back to school for business 
and finance.

“I think long term I want 
to take over my dad’s busi-
ness, so that would be nice,” 
Jimenez said, “and then on 
the side maybe do some real 
estate on a couple duplexes 
or something like that (and) 
rent them out. And maybe in 
10 years have a little family 
of five or so; I’ve always been 
family-oriented.”

On top of being a youth 
minister at her church, 
Jimenez works as a senior 
senator in a leadership class 
at school where she helps 
keep things running smooth-
ly, especially around events 
like graduation, and is also in 
the National Honor Society.

Jimenez has lots of things 
on her bucket list, including 
going skydiving and bungee 
jumping, learning to snow-
board, riding in a hot air bal-
loon, buying a house, and 
traveling to places like Japan 
and Europe.

“I haven’t had an oppor-
tunity (to snowboard) be-
cause if I get hurt I’ll be out 
for a season or two and then 
there’s my future,” Jimenez 
mused.

Jimenez suggested a retro 
theme for the next Straw-
berry Festival, “Bring out the 
denim (and) colors; I think 
it’d be super fun!”

Jannah Jimenez Empowers Lebanon’s Girls Through Representation

VISIT LEBANONSTRAWBERRYFEST.COM
FOR TIMES AND UPDATES.
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Stella Lang: Accomplished Early Grad, Legacy Strawberry Festival Princess

Kaelyn Aguirre Connects to Lebanon Through Sports, Community
By Zeva Rosenbaum
Lebanon Local

Kaelyn Aguirre first saw the 
Strawberry Festival Princesses 
in sixth grade, when they vis-
ited her school and sparked 
her interest in the court.

Aguirre said she’s enjoyed 
visiting schools the most, of-
ten finding kids who recog-
nized her from coaching. Her 
favorite part of the festival it-
self is the rides and treats such 
as funnel cake. 

“I actually have never been 
to a coronation,” Aguirre ad-
mitted. “I think that’s so weird 
because now I kind of wish I 
did so I could see what I’m get-
ting myself into!” 

Aguirre is friends with for-
mer Princess Elizabeth Baker, 
who gave her a breakdown 
about interviewing and what 
she would be doing as a prin-

cess.
“Something I would say to 

future princesses (and) the 
younger generation is to re-
ally be involved in your com-
munity,” Aguirre suggested, 
“and not to be afraid to take 
big steps even though they are 
scary.”

Aguirre is also passionate 
about volleyball, which she 
plays in school in addition 
to coaching and refereeing 
games outside of school. In 
fact, Aguirre’s whole family 
is into sports; respectively, 
her five younger siblings play 
soccer, swim, run track, dance 
and do gymnastics, and their 
dad used to coach soccer for 
the middle school.

“(My biggest inspiration is) 
probably both of my parents 
because they’ve gone through 
different paths throughout 
their lives,” Aguirre added, 
“and they still come out being 
the most confident and being 
the most uplifting people.”

Currently, Aguirre is work-
ing on getting a pharmacy 
technician certification, then 
she plans to work for Samari-
tan as a pharmacy tech before 

heading to college for a med-
ical assistant license and a 
nursing degree. She said she 
loves kids and hopes to spe-
cialize in pediatrics or the 
newborn intensive care unit.

In school, Aguirre said she 
especially enjoys language 
arts and history, as well as 
the health career course 
offered by her high school, 
which is what “pushed” her 
to want to be a nurse. After 
several health classes, she 
started job shadowing and 
eventually found out about 
the option of working as a 
pharmacy technician.

According to Aguirre, she’s 
also passionate about sui-
cide prevention, especially 
having lost a friend to sui-
cide, and she’s worked with 
the local suicide prevention 
community.

“I have been working with 
Boys and Girls Club for three 
years and I have recently just 
started working with the ath-
letics department; that’s one 
of my ambitions,” Aguirre 
said. “One of the things that I 
love the most is working with 
the kids in this community, 
it’s really inspired me to be a 
princess.”

Aguirre said she loves how 
close-knit the Lebanon com-
munity is, although moving 
here from Southern California 
was a bit of a culture shock.

“You can go to Walmart and 
see everybody that you know. 
Then other times, it’s like, oh, 
I’m in my pajamas,” Aguirre 
laughed.

Later this year, Aguirre 
plans to travel to Greece for 
four weeks, her first adven-
ture outside of the US.

By Zeva Rosenbaum
Lebanon Local

Stella Lang, one of this 
year’s Strawberry Festival 
Princesses, was born and 
raised in Lebanon and grew 
up admiring the princesses 
who came before; now it’s 
her turn.

Lang, whose mother Becky 
Lang was a Strawberry Fes-
tival Princess in 1998, said 
she wanted to be a princess 
since she was little, as she 
grew up playing dress-up in 
her mom’s princess dress-
es and tiaras. She said other 
princesses inspired her too, 
including babysitters and 
friends from church. Lang 
packed on extracurriculars 
like debate team and teach-
ing herself to play both pi-
ano and guitar, building a 
substantial resume while 
also graduating at 16 to get 
a head start on her nursing 
career.

“When I decided to take the 
opportunity of graduating 
early, I thought that (being 
a princess) would complete-
ly be off the table because 
I wouldn't be a senior any-
more,” Lang said. “I was pret-
ty upset. I was like, ‘I feel like 
I've kind of been working my 
whole life for this.’”

The committee made an 
exception for Lang though, 
given her age, accomplish-
ments and unique circum-
stances as a homeschooler 
who graduated early. Now 
she gets to see kids’ “eyes 
light up” when Princess Stel-
la walks into the room. 

“I'm always excited when I 
meet little kids that are ho-
meschooled and I'm like, ‘I'm 
homeschooled too!’ because 
there haven't been very many 
homeschooled princesses,” 
Lang said. “It's very exciting 

to give representation.”
At Linn-Benton Commu-

nity College, where Lang is 
already working on her nurs-
ing degree, she takes part 
in the a cappella group as a 
singer and social media man-
ager, the Alpha Club where 
people can have coffee and 
conversations, and Campus 
180, a Christian discipleship 
club. 

“I'm very proud of my abil-
ity to be able to talk to adults 
and have engaging conver-
sations; I consider myself to 
be a good public speaker,” 
Lang admitted. “I'm also very 
proud of singing and where 
I've gone with music, so it's 
definitely an area of my life 
that I put a lot of effort into 
that brings me a lot of joy.”

In addition to clubs and 
extracurriculars, Lang was a 
staff member at a leadership 
school where she learned 
about communications and 
how government works. Lang 
also has her CNA license and 
works several days per week 
at a long term care and hos-
pice center in Lebanon. 

“Healthcare is something 
that I'm super passionate 
about; I really like getting 
to take care of people right 
now,” Lang explained. “My 

role is loving on people's 
grandmas and grandpas, and 
I think that's so special that I 
get to do that.”

Lang was also trained as 
a dental assistant at Adam 
Kirkpatrick Family Dentist-
ry and had the opportunity 
to travel to Tanzania with 
Dr. Kirkpatrick. She said she 
would love to return some-
day and hopefully climb 
Mount Kilimanjaro. 

“I definitely could see my-
self going back there. Being 
in East Africa two years ago 
with Dr. Adam was a really 
cool experience,” Lang said. 
“The village that we stayed in 
for 10 days is in the foothills 
of Mount Kilimanjaro.”

Lang hopes to complete 
her bachelor’s degree in 
nursing at the University of 
Phoenix (and potentially a 
doctorate). Lang would like 
to be a mother someday, 
and said she feels called to 
work on YWAM (Youth With 
A Mission) ships, which are 
cruise ships that have been 
converted to hospitals.

“That's one of the main 
pushes for me to become a 
nurse; what really inspired 
me was the idea of getting 
to work on a boat and get 
to travel around the world 
and help people for free,” 
Lang explained. “Especial-
ly because those ships go to 
places that can't be reached 
by plane or foot. And being a 
mom…I'd love to make more 
little humans who can be 
good in the community and 
do good things for the world.”

Lang said her parents are 
her heroes; her dad, Jonah 
Lang, is a captain firefighter 
in Clackamas County, and 
her mom homeschooled 
Lang and her siblings, older 
sister Adrianne, who works 

at a Bible school in Amster-
dam, and younger sister 
Charlotte, who loves graphic 
design and art. Lang said she 
grew up hiking and surfing 
all over the world and she 
and her family have traveled 
extensively, including a visit 
to Australia, where Lang had 
the chance to visit the Steve 
Irwin Zoo, and Italy.

“My family has been very 
nomadic throughout my life; 
I've been to eight different 
countries and that's defi-
nitely something that I like 
to continue to do,” Lang said. 
“And I also am very passion-
ate about Lebanon and my 
community and being active 
in my community. I do a lot 
with my church, like the toy 
distribution every year and 
Christmas, Sunday school, 
food bank, that kind of stuff 
as well.”

According to Lang, she got 
to see her dad in action when 
someone got into a car acci-
dent on their property and 
had to be flown out by heli-
copter.

“Seeing my dad in action as 
a firefighter and a paramedic 
was super inspirational, es-
pecially as someone who's in 
the healthcare field myself as 
a nursing assistant, and just 
seeing him made me feel so 
safe,” Lang explained. “The 
fact that he was willing to put 
his safety at risk and thinking 
about how he would literally 
give his life for me, but not 
even just for me he would for 
you and anybody else. That's 
the heart of the fire service 
and it's very inspirational to 
me and I really aspire to be 
like him as a healthcare pro-
vider.”

According to Lang, some of 
her favorite parts of being a 
part of the Strawberry Festi-

val court are visiting nursing 
facilities and schools, and 
giving back to the communi-
ty. She described Lebanon as 
“close-knit” and the perfect 
size, even as the city has be-
gun to grow.

“I am just so grateful to be 
here; I feel like I am mak-
ing my five-year-old self so 
happy, really fulfilling a lot 
of dreams,” Lang said. “I feel 
like the court has evolved a 
lot recently and the role of 
strawberry princess is get-
ting a lot more meaningful. 
And so it's really amazing to 
get to be a part of something 
that's so dynamic.”

Some of Lang’s favorite 
parts of the festival include 
the community-wide church 
service, and the parade, 
where her dad drives his 
classic cars and, this year, she 
will get to ride on the official 
float.

“It's the city that friendli-
ness built, right? I feel like 
I always go back around to 
that when people ask me 
about Lebanon,” Lang said. 
“And the festival is 115 years 
old, so I think something 
special about the Strawber-
ry Festival is that it's really 
stood the test of time.”

Lang said it’s “surreal” and 
an “honor” to be a princess 
and, as much as she enjoyed 
the tiaras and pretty dress-
es, it’s important to her to be 
“approachable” and deserv-
ing of the title regardless of 
whether or not she’s wearing 
the tiara.

“I really want to give peo-
ple the very best experience 
and represent the court and 
Lebanon to the very best of 
my ability,” Lang explained. 
“As happy as the role makes 
me, I really do take it serious-
ly and I don't take it lightly.”
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Addison Cable Dreams of Entrepreneurship, Connection, World Travel
By Zeva Rosenbaum
Lebanon Local

Addison Cable, one of this 
year’s Strawberry Festival 
Princesses, is good at get-
ting things done, from being 
a senior senator and event 
coordinator at school, to her 
planned degree in business 
administration.

Cable and her family 
moved from California to 
Lebanon, where her father’s 
family had lived for gener-
ations, just in time for the 
100th Strawberry Festival. 
After watching other Straw-
berry Princesses take the 
stage and cut the shortcake 
since preschool, now at 17, 
she gets her chance.

“I just really want to meet 
people,” Cable said. “I feel 
like it’s cool to see how many 
people there are and how 
many are willing to talk to 
you about their life story.”

Cable said one of her 
favorite parts of being a 
Strawberry Princess is going 
to schools to visit the kids, 
including homeschooled 
kids this year, and nursing 
homes; she also loves how 
close the community is in 
Lebanon.

“(I love) how well everyone 

just comes together,” Cable 
added. “It’s not a doubt in 
anyone’s mind that, if some-
one needs something, they’ll 
just all join together to help.”

Cable – who lives on a 
farm with her parents, three 
brothers, her sister-in-law, 
and a menagerie of ani-
mals – said they often trav-
el back to California. After 
getting her degree, likely 
with a specialization in hos-
pitality management, she is 
considering multiple paths 
including starting an event 
planning company with her 
mom or getting a job at a 
“dream” company like Dis-
ney; Cable hopes to travel 
the world too.

“My mom and I have a plan 
to go to every Disneyland in 
the world,” Cable said. “(We 
had) family in Norway, that’s 
where (our family) is from.”

In the meantime, Cable 

said she’s often with her 
brothers and tends to pick 
up their hobbies, like skate-
boarding.

“I’m best friends with all 
my family,” Cable added.

Cable’s parents, Jennifer 
and Joe Cable, work for the 
Linn County Juvenile Cen-
ter and the City of Albany, 
respectively, and Cable says 
her mom is one of her big-
gest inspirations.

“She’s just always had an 
‘I’m gonna do exactly what 
I’m going to do’ (attitude) 
and is always determined 
and won’t have anyone else 
set her back,” Cable praised 
her mother. “So she’s always 
like, ‘I’m going to do exactly 
this and you’re not telling me 
otherwise.’”

While she loves all of the 
activities involved, getting 
to know the other princess-
es is one of Cable’s favorite 

aspects of being part of the 
Strawberry Court. 

“I’ve known some of (the 
princesses) outside of (the 
court), but I’ve never really 
got the chance to actually be 
so in depth with them,” Ca-
ble explained. “And I’m very 
excited to go to the parades 
and everything and meet 
more people.”

Cable said her parents 
have taught her not to take 
life too seriously and not to 
worry about things. 

“Just go forward without 
thinking too much about 
what could go wrong and 
have fun.”

Next year, Cable thinks 
a rock and roll Strawberry 
Festival theme would be a 
good idea.

“I think any neon colors 
and everything would be re-
ally cool,” she said.

Molly Theodoroff: Strawberry Princess, Robotics Buff, Future Scientist
By Zeva Rosenbaum
Lebanon Local

When Molly Theodoroff 
moved to Oregon from Cali-
fornia, she didn’t know any-
one, so when the Strawber-
ry Princesses came to her 
school, they left a lasting im-
pact.

“Seeing that these girls 
were so competent and pas-
sionate about what they do 
and how excited the (kids) 
were to see them,” Theodo-
roff said, “I was like, ‘I wish 
people were that excited to 
see me.’” 

Theodoroff’s favorite part 
of being part of the court is 
forming deep community 
connections, and now The-
odoroff has the chance to 
inspire a new generation of 
little girls to be Strawberry 
Princesses. 

“If you look (in detail), a lot 
of (them) are the girls who sit 
alone and aren’t really sitting 
in those giant groups of peo-
ple,” she said. “But you can 
see that spark in those specif-
ic people.”

When Theodoroff’s friend 
Mariah Dahlgren was a 
Strawberry Princess, she gave 
Theodoroff the support she 
needed to be one too.

“Throughout everything, 
she’s just supported me with 
who I am and helped me with 
my confidence,” Theodoroff 
said. “I joined the robotics 
team because of her, I ap-
plied for Strawberry Princess 
because of her; she’s kind of 
been my backbone with all of 
it.”

As for the Strawberry Festi-
val, Theodoroff’s favorite part 
is the rides and the snacks. 

Outside of her duties as a 
Strawberry Princess, The-

odoroff works at Cafe Rock 
and has an interest in ro-
botics. She has been on her 
school’s robotics team for six 
years now and plans to pur-
sue bachelor degrees in ma-
rine biology and engineering 
at Oregon State University, 
where she ultimately hopes 
to get a doctorate degree. 

“I want to go for two (de-
grees), marine biology and 
mechanical engineering so I 
find out that maybe is not my 
cup of tea, I always have that 
backup plan,” Theodoroff ex-
plained. “I’ve known I wanted 
to be a marine biologist for 
about four years now, but 
you never really know till it 
happens.”

OSU offers highly ranked 
programs in both biology – 
sending doctoral students 
to study a species of choice 
– and engineering, which 
Theodoroff said she’s had a 
connection with the school 
through the robotics team al-
ready. 

Theodoroff wants to spe-
cialize in studying sharks, or 
possibly other often over-
looked marine life like the oc-
topi, squids, sharks and other 
small sea creatures that live 

in the kelp forests. She point-
ed out that people tend to 
think about what’s in front of 
them, and the ocean can be 
“out of sight out of mind” at 
times. 

“There’s always that per-
centage that makes it worth 
it, being able to go down (into 
the ocean), being able to con-
nect with the ocean creatures 
and whatnot,” Theodoroff 
said. “Not (a lot of) people 
stick their heads in the water. 
We see the forest fires, but we 
don’t really see the ocean and 
the pollution and even (what 
we do see) is only like 2% of 
what’s happening.”

Theodoroff’s dad, TJ Theo-
doroff, who proposed to her 
mom with a juice box, is one 
of her favorite people. Even 
though he was in the Air 
Force and Army and often 
busy with work, he would al-
ways make time for her and 
take her on daddy-daughter 
dates and dances.

Following some health is-
sues, Theodoroff’s dad retired 
and moved the family to the 
Lebanon area. Though he 
was dealing with his illness, 
she said he still became a 
mentor for the robotics team 
so she could join early. De-
spite losing multiple family 
members, Theodoroff said he 
never let anything bring him 
down and still manages to 
“lift everybody else up.”

“He’s always been my big-
gest supporter,” Theodoroff 
said. “He’s been my back-
bone. He’s always supported 
me and what I want to do 
rather than trying to make 
me somebody that I'm not…
And then with everything he’s 
been through, he still manag-
es to be his best self and to be 

a good, kind person; he’s my 
best friend.”

Theodoroff has lots of 
things on her bucket list, in-
cluding going on an Alaskan 
cruise with her dad to see 
the northern lights; she also 
wants to go bungee jumping 
and skydiving and hike huge 
mountains. For now, she likes 
to travel within the US to see 
her family members, and 
brings her boyfriend along 
on hikes and visits to the 
aquarium. 

“I want to go to Hawaii so 
bad, for the marine life spe-
cifically,” Theodoroff added. 
“Even Florida’s waters, I don’t 
want to go to Florida for Flor-
ida, I want to go to Florida for 
the water, for the little crea-
tures.”

Mom Brooklynn Theodo-
roff, who runs Feral & Free 
Creations – a design business 
– out of their home and went 
to school for graphic design, 
is helping design the Straw-
berry Princess parade float.

While there’s a lot Theodo-
roff likes about Lebanon, she 
likes the safety and connec-
tion of the small town envi-
ronment, especially having 
come from the Sacramento 
area in California  with her 
parents and two younger sib-
lings.

“It’s so cool, just the support 
of everybody and the posi-
tiveness of it all,” Theodoroff 
said. “But also, downtown is 
my favorite because of the 
history. There’s so much per-
sonality in those buildings.”

Care Illuminated
541.757.9616

luminahospice.org

Supportive Care  |  Hospice Care  |  Grief Care

As an independent
nonprofit, your care

— not profit —
is our top priority.
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suspended, driving uninsured 
and was arrested for a war-
rant. 

5:47 p.m - Thomas Joshua 
Gnatt, 35, was cited on a Linn 
County Circuit Court warrant 
for second degree failure to 
appear and a Lebanon Munic-
ipal Court warrant for failure 
to appear on an original crim-
inal citation. 

9:27 p.m - Jameson Lee 
Mires, 54, was cited for driv-
ing uninsured and driving 
while suspended. 
April 6

3:46 a.m - Tawni Peterman, 
51, was cited for a warrant. 

4:14 a.m - Anthony Middle-
ton, 60, was cited for a war-
rant. 

10:57 a.m - Wren Wright, 
44, was cited for driving while 
suspended and driving unin-
sured. 

4:24 p.m - Jason Sylvester, 
48, was arrested for a warrant. 

8:21 p.m - Frank Coelho, 68, 
was cited for driving while 
suspended and driving unin-
sured.

9:22 p.m - Whitney Rafanna 
Hurt, 26, was cited for driving 
while suspended, failure to 
carry proof of insurance and 

undisclosed warrant. 
11:17 p.m - Brandy Lee 

Clark, 50, was cited for no val-
id operators license and driv-
ing uninsured.   
April 7

12:33 a.m - Veronica Askew, 
55, was arrested for an active 
warrant. 

4:00 p.m - Roy Jean Bohm, 
41, was cited on a Lebanon 
Municipal Court warrant for 
failure to appear. 

6:51 p.m - Brian Antho-
ny Johnson, 40, was cited for 
driving while suspended. 

7:37 p.m - James Francis 
Hilton, 34, was cited for driv-
ing while suspended and driv-
ing uninsured. 

8:05 p.m - Joel Wayne Carp-
er, 28, was cited for no valid 
operator's license and driving 
uninsured. 

8:22 p.m - Shain Hersey, 48, 
was arrested for driving under 
the influence of intoxicants, 
failure to carry and present, 
reckless driving and a war-
rant. Hersey was also cited for 
driving while suspended. Tan-
ya Indecio, 49, was cited for a 
warrant.  

9:46 p.m - Melissa Jill Whit-
more, 35, was cited for driving 
while suspended and failure 
to carry proof of insurance. 

11:11 p.m - Phillip Leon Lu-

cas, 66, was cited for driving 
while suspended and driving 
uninsured. 
April 8

12:20 p.m - Kathy Ann 
Clark, 74, was cited for fail-
ure to obey a traffic control 
device. 

4:09 p.m - Austin Jones, 27, 
was cited on an Albany Mu-
nicipal Court warrant, a Leba-
non Municipal Court warrant 
and a Linn County Circuit 
Court warrant. 

4:59 p.m - Fawn Marie 
Burleson, 39, was cited for 
driving while suspended and 
driving uninsured. 

10:13 p.m - Michael Devon 
Stokesbary, 37, was arrested 
for driving under the influ-
ence of intoxicants. 

10:35 p.m - Jenny Biggs, 50, 
was cited for failure to carry 
proof of insurance. 
April 9

10:48 a.m - Nicholas Brady, 
36, was cited for driving while 
suspended.

6:42 p.m - Von Mongomery, 
49, was cited for speeding. 
75/55. 
April 10

4:34 a.m - Gavin Joshua 
Worrell, 22, was cited for driv-
ing while suspended, careless 
driving, and failure to provide 
proof of insurance. 

9:07 a.m - Daniel Joseph 
Maurice, 58, was cited for 
warrants. 

10:47 a.m - Randi Jo Good-
win, 39, was cited on undis-
closed warrants. 

10:50 p.m - Michael Lynn 
Smith, 62, was cited for im-
proper display and failure to 
carry proof of insurance. 
April 11

2:16 a.m - Sean Birkholz, 40, 
was arrested for a warrant. 

10:33 a.m - Katie Stockwell, 
40, was arrested for fourth 
degree assault constituting 
domestic violence. Lodged in 
Linn County Jail. 

8:07 p.m - Carl Baxter, 66, 
was arrested for improper use 
of an emergency communica-
tion system. 

9:36 p.m - Dale Page, 56, 
was arrested on a Linn Coun-
ty Justice Court warrant and 
was cited for a Lebanon Mu-
nicipal Court warrant. 

10:23 p.m - Devin House-
man, 36, was cited for a war-
rant. 

11:29 p.m - Baylee Taylor, 
19, was cited for driving with-
out driving privileges.  
April 12

3:06 a.m - Kayla Brady, 36, 
was cited for careless driving 
and failure to drive within 
lane. 

4:56 a.m - Monte Lee, 52, 
was cited for a warrant. 

8:15 a.m - Jack Michael Tay-
lor, 21, was arrested for con-
tempt of court. 

10:04 a.m - Zackary Louis 
Linville, 20, was cited for fail-
ure to obey traffic control de-
vice and driving uninsured.  

11:34 a.m - Shaun Larsen, 
27, was cited for driving un-
insured. 

12:43 p.m - Deputies inves-
tigated theft of building ma-
terial. Lumber was stolen. Re-
port taken, valued loss $1,500. 
300 block of Russell St. 

9:36 p.m - Tracy Lee Ran-
dolph, 45, was cited for driv-
ing while suspended, driving 
uninsured and improper dis-
play. 
April 13

8:16 a.m - Maitland Joseph 
Moore, 41, was cited for driv-
ing while suspended. 

9:41 a.m - Nicholas Orval 
Dincan Jr, 45, was cited for 
driving while suspended and 
driving uninsured. 

1:04 p.m - Donald Ames 
Jr., 34, was arrested for driv-
ing while suspended, failure 
to perform duties of a driver 
when property is damaged, 
obstructing governmental or 

and sentenced April 23 to 70 
months with the Oregon Dept. 
of Corrections, 120 days jail, 
36 months post-prison super-
vision, 36 months supervised 
probation for second degree 
assault, second degree assault 
attempt to commit a Class B 
felony and two counts of as-
saulting a public safety offi-
cer. Charges merged with the 
second degree assault charge 
are: unlawful use of a weapon 
and attempt to commit a Class 
B felony. Acquitted charges 
are: attempt to commit a Class 
A misdemeanor, menacing, 
fourth degree assault, aggra-
vated harassment, attempt to 
commit a Class C/Unclassified 
felony, and aggravated harass-
ment.

Andrew Christopher 
Jones, 28, was sentenced April 
15 to 30 days jail, 24 months 
supervised probation and 
$400 in fines after pleading 
guilty to unauthorized use of a 
vehicle and first degree failure 
to appear. A charge of posses-
sion of a burglary tool or theft 
device was dismissed.

Ustin Ray Jones, 20, was 
placed in the diversion pro-
gram for allegedly driving a 
vehicle while under the influ-
ence of a controlled substance. 
He was also sentenced to fines 
that were waived after plead-
ing guilty to unlawful posses-
sion of oxycodone and unlaw-

ful possession of a schedule IV 
controlled substance. For this 
case, charges dismissed are: 
possession of hydrocodone, 
unlawful possession of co-
caine, violating a speed limit, 
and person under 21 possess-
ing marijuana while operating 
a motor vehicle.

Michael Alexander Lugo, 
34, was charged April 16 with 
theft of services and second 
degree burglary. 

Robert Harold Mayfield, 
39, was charged April 2 with 
domestic violence menacing 
and domestic violence unlaw-
ful use of a weapon. Bail was 
set at $25,000.

Andrew Dwayne McCul-
lom, 43, was charged March 
28 with strangulation and 
fourth degree assault.

Kasey Wayne Miller, 34, 
was sentenced March 25 to 18 
months with the Oregon Dept. 
of Corrections, 24 months 
post-prison supervision and 
a $200 fine based on after 
pleading guilty to second de-
gree escape. A separate case 
for charges of unlawful pos-
session of heroin, unlawful 
possession of methamphet-
amine, interfering with an 
officer, and failures to appear 
were dismissed. In yet another 
case, charges of unlawful pos-
session of heroin and failure 
to appear were also dismissed.

Shawn David Miller, 38, 
was sentenced April 22 to 150 

months with the Oregon Dept. 
of Corrections and 10 years 
post-prison supervision after 
pleading no contest to two 
counts of first degree sexual 
abuse of a female under the 
age of 14. Two more counts 
of the same charge were dis-
missed. In a separate case, he 
was charged on April 19 with 
first degree sexual abuse of 
a female under the age of 14 
and pleaded no contest. He 
was sentenced April 22 to an 
additional 30 months with the 
Oregon Dept. of Corrections 
along with the 10 years of su-
pervised probation.

Tyler James Nofziger, 23, 
was charged April 22 with first 
degree online sexual corrup-
tion of a child. He posted 10% 
of a $25,000 bail.

Robert Nicholas Polequin, 
43, was sentenced March 27 
to 15 days jail, 36 months su-
pervised probation and a $200 
fine based on a plea of guilty 
to unlawful use of a firearm 
weapon.

Sharon Renee Prior, 47, 
who appealed a lower court’s 
decision on a DUII conviction, 
was found guilty by jury on 
Feb. 9, 2024, and sentenced to 
revocation of a driver’s license 
for life, 60 days jail, 16 months 
bench probation and $2,255 in 
fines and fees. Prior was found 
guilty by a jury in Lebanon in 
December 2021 with a .15% 
BAC for a citation of the of-
fense issued on June 28, 2020.

Darwyn Dwayne Thom-
as Reimann, 23, was charged 
April 12 with felon in posses-
sion of a firearm, improper use 
of an emergency reporting sys-
tem (calling 911), and reckless-
ly endangering another person.

David L. Rood, 49, was sen-
tenced April 5 to 10 days jail 
after pleading no contest to 
first degree theft attempt to 
commit a Class C/Unclassified 
felony and second degree crim-
inal mischief. A second degree 
criminal trespass charge was 
dismissed.

Lerae Nicholle Ruck, 23, 
was sentenced March 29 to 
revocation of a driver’s license 
for one year, 15 days jail, 24 
months supervised probation 
and $327.82 compensation to 
a victim after pleading no con-
test to unauthorized use of a 
vehicle and first degree failure 
to appear. Other charges of 
unauthorized use of a vehicle 
and failure to appear were dis-
missed.

Michael Devon Stokesbary, 
37, was charged April 17 with 
DUII (liquor and/or cannabis).

Steven Robert Tafoya, 61, 
was sentenced April 15 to one 
year suspension of a driver’s 
license and a $650 fine after 
pleading guilty to refusal to 
take a test for intoxicants. A 
reckless driving charge was 
dismissed. He was also placed 
in the diversion program after 
pleading guilty to DUII (alco-
hol).

Loki Niklas Thompson, 
19, was sentenced April 19 to 
one year suspension of a driv-
er’s license, 48 hours jail, 24 
months bench probation and 
a $2,000 fine after pleading 
guilty to DUII (liquor) with a 
.15% BAC.

Antonia Estrada Torres, 
43, was sentenced April 12 
to one year suspension of a 
driver’s license, 48 hours jail, 
18 months bench probation 
and $2,255 in fines and fees 
after pleading guilty to DUII 
(liquor). A reckless driving 
charge was dismissed.

Alisia Ilene Vance, 27, was 
sentenced April 25 to 10 days 
jail and 36 months supervised 
probation after pleading no 
contest to third degree assault 
of a child. A charge of first de-
gree criminal mistreatment 
was dismissed.

Michael Robert Van Houte, 
35, was charged April 24 with 
strangulation, second degree 
attempted assault, menacing, 
first degree theft, unautho-
rized use of a vehicle and sec-
ond degree theft. In a separate 
case, he was charged with two 
counts of fleeing or attempt-
ing to elude a police officer, 
failure to perform the duties 
of a driver when property is 
damaged, third degree escape 
and resisting arrest. In both 
cases a $250,000 bail was set.

CIRCUIT COURT
From page 3

PUBLIC SAFETY
From page 3

See Public Safety, Page 15
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For where two or three 
are gathered together in 
My name, I am there in 
the midst of them.

-Ma�hew 18:20

department or if residents are 
strictly responsible for that 
infrastructure.

Whitlatch explained that 
developments are responsi-
ble for infrastructure for their 
developments and there are 
specific guidelines as to when 
SDC fees can be charged. He 
further explained what resi-
dents see in their water rates 
is “intended for capital re-
placement, not necessarily 
for capital improvement.” 

Responding to another 
question, Whitatch said the 
city has not received any 
grants for the water system in 
the past five or 10 years.

“The residents do pay pret-
ty high water costs according 
to a lot of other places in the 
rest of the state,” Van Driel 
said. “A lot of us do feel there 
should be other funding for 
it other than just out of our 
pockets because in the past 
they did not account for that 
and so we’re making up for a 
lot of years where that didn’t 
happen.”

Jenny Lynch also addressed 
the council with her concerns, 
expressing she is on limited 
income and that if the city 
charges a fee for water service, 
then she will be paying the 
same fee that higher-income 
households would be paying. 
Instead, she seemed to sug-

gest the city could charge a 
percentage based on proper-
ty taxes so she wouldn’t have 
to pay as much as higher-in-
come households.

Community Development 
Director Kelly Hart provided 
information about potential 
impacts in regards to Cross-
road Community’s request 
last month for a property 
tax exemption program on 
nonprofit affordable housing 
properties. 

She shared there are sev-
eral tax abatement programs 
that are or could be imple-
mented, and she identified 
11 known affordable housing 
developments in the city that 
are using some sort of tax 
abatement program. Three 
of those properties would be 
eligible for the requested tax 
exemption program if the city 
adopted an ordinance for it, 
but one is already using a dif-
ferent program that exempts 
them from paying property 
taxes. Between the two other 
properties, there is $19,471.05 
contributed in property taxes, 
providing about $12,000 to 
the General Fund.

If the city adopted the re-
quested program, other devel-
opments could build and take 
advantage of the exemption. 
Hart identified nine proper-
ties in Albany that have used 
the same program in the last 
30 years, and noted it is not a 
widely used program in that 

city because properties opt to 
use other tax abatement pro-
grams instead.

During discussion on the 
matter, Councilor Jeremy Sal-
vage said he compared two 
similar complexes, one of 
which was receiving a special 
tax program for being afford-
able housing, and found there 
was about a $135,000 dis-
count in property taxes on the 
affordable housing complex.

“There’s already a massive 
tax break that’s available, so 
I’m a little bit leery as we’re 
talking about the budget 
we’re already struggling with 
and we’re trying to find more 
sources of revenue,” Salvage 
said. “I know it’s just a small 
amount now, but that $20,000 
(referring to Hart’s earli-
er example) could easily be 
$100,000 that we’re giving up 
in the coming years, and I’m 
not sure right now’s a great 
time to do that.”

The council asked to revisit 
the matter again in Septem-
ber or October.
In other business:

• During a work session, 
Whitlatch and Public Works 
Director Jason Williams pre-
sented an update on the 
city’s water and wastewater 
systems, including water and 
sewer line repair projects 
and preparation for the next 
deep drawdown at Green Pe-
ter Dam, which is expected to 
once again create high tur-
bidity in the water. 

Whitlatch reported the wa-
ter, wastewater and storm 
drainage systems are on 
track to be at or above reve-
nue projections, and expens-
es at or under budget.

“The great thing about util-
ities (is) we budget for proj-
ects and things, and if we 
don’t get to them or we use 
less, that all goes right back 
into the fund and can be used 
in a different way,” he said. 

• James Gold, related to 
a club or business at 96 E. 
Sherman St., told the council 
they would like to do a block 
party downtown. Accord-
ing to Gold, last year they 
held a block party and raised 
enough money to feed four 
families for Thanksgiving. 
They also do fundraising for 
veterans.

• Rod Sell, of Build Lebanon 
Trails, informed the coun-
cil they are going forward to 
build the Georgia Pacific Mill 
Race trail. BLT intends to do-
nate the trail to the city after 
it is completed. Sell said he 
requested $25,000 from the 
Tourism Committee at the 
Chamber of Commerce to 
help build the trail and was 
awarded $1,500. He said he 
was not aware there was “an-
other pot” of potential fund-
ing through the city’s tran-
sient room tax fund, from 
which the Chamber was re-
cently awarded $100,000 to 
renovate their building, so he 
wanted to know if the coun-
cil would help BLT with their 
project from that same pot.

Whitlatch responded 
that there is some ques-
tion among staff regarding 
whether transient lodging 
tax funds can legally be used 
for trail systems, as they are 
earmarked for tourism-re-
lated purposes. Staff will talk 
with the attorney for further 
clarification and return to 
council with a report on the 
matter.

• Council approved a res-
olution updating policy and 
guidelines for the Private 
Sewer Lateral Replacement 
Assistance Program. Council 
approved this resolution last 
month, but it had the wrong 
attachment to it.

• Councilors KJ Ullfers and 
Dave Workman were as-
signed to an advisory com-
mittee that will review hous-

ing production strategies 
that will be implemented by 
city staff.

• Council approved an or-
dinance allowing designated 
enforcement officers to cite 
individuals for civil trespass. 
Attorney Tré Kennedy ex-
plained current code allows 
only sworn police officers 
to offer such citations. He 
specifically mentioned the 
inability of school resource 
officers to do so, noting they 
have to call a sworn officer 
to go down to the location to 
make the citation.

• Council approved a reso-
lution opting in to recreation-
al immunity pursuant to new 
Oregon statute 105.668.

• Interim City Manager Ron 
Whitlatch’s monthly report 
indicated staff are determin-
ing the feasibility to move 
City Council Chambers to the 
library’s community room. 
They are figuring costs for 
a new dais and IT improve-
ments for the room.

Also, staff initiated discus-
sions with Lebanon Farmers 
Market regarding moving 
them to another location 
next year, and construction 
for the rapid flashing beacon 
at Tennessee Road and Bea-
ton Lane is expected to begin 
this month.

• Salvage informed the 
council he met with some 
residents on East Elmore 
Street where parked cars and 
transient broken down vehi-
cles/RVs are parked along the 
street, causing traffic flow 
problems. He said the vehi-
cles/RVS are towed out and 
then back in, and garbage is 
left out. 

After some discussion, 
staff said they would inves-
tigate options the city could 
consider regarding RVs and 
no-parking options, and will 
bring it back to the table at a 
future meeting.

WATER RATES
From page 1
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25 N Santiam Hwy • (541) 451-3995
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Not valid with any other offer.

Gift Certificates Available Now!

5412584040
1188 S MAIN ST.

CARRY OUT | DELIVERY

$3
OFF EXPIRES 6/05/2024

CAN’T BE COMBINED
WITH OTHER DEALS OR OFFERS

ANY GIANT
PIZZA

FREE
McMuffin®

Breakfast Sandwich
of equal or lesser value with
purchase of any McMuffin®

Breakfast Sandwich

FREE
Medium Fries and
Medium Soft Drink

With purchase of a
premium sandwich

valued at $2 or more

Expires 12/31/24

Valid only at
Lebanon, OR McDonald’s®
Not valid with any other offer,

discount, coupon or meal. Limit
one coupon per person per visit.

Cash value 1/20 of 1 cent.
Expires 12/31/24

Valid only at
Lebanon, OR McDonald’s®
Not valid with any other offer,

discount, coupon or meal. Limit
one coupon per person per visit.

Cash value 1/20 of 1 cent.

FACEBOOK.COM/SCHMIZZALEBANON

• 36 Beers on tap
• Growler FIlls
• Pizza, Burgers,
  pasta & more!

2602 S. SANTIAM HWY, LEBANON

541-451-1141

TAQUERIA
DOS ARBOLITOS

Great Mexican Food!
50 W. Oak St., Lebanon

541-258-5798

DOWNLOAD OUR APP
TO SEE OUR DAILY SPECIALS

Online Ordering • Outdoor Patio Section • Oregon Lottery

(541) 367-1560 • 6305 US 20 Foster • pointsweethome.com
Sun-Thur: 8am-8pm  | Fri-Sat: 6am-9pm 

EST. 1970

judicial administration, at-
tempted assault of a public 
safety officer and resisting 
arrest. 

3:04 p.m - James Keith 
Mortensen, 24, was cited for 
driving while suspended and 
undisclosed warrants. 

3:36 p.m - Loa Ann Lou-
ise Branton, 34, was cited for 
driving while suspended and 
driving uninsured. 

4:56 p.m - Deborah Lynn 
Vickrey, 68, was cited and re-
leased on his warrants. 

11:29 p.m - Derek Sisemore, 
46, was cited for failure to 
drive within lane. 
April 14

7:54 a.m - Anthony Eden 
Middleton, 61, was cited for 
driving while suspended and 
driving uninsured. 

2:45 p.m - Justin Curtis 
Gilmore, 37, was cited on an 
undisclosed warrant. 

3:37 p.m - Cyliss Hickman, 
18, was cited for driving un-
insured, driving while sus-
pended and failure to register 
vehicle. 

8:32 p.m - Noel Joseph, was 
cited and released for crimi-
nal mischief. 

9:25 p.m - Noel Joseph was 
cited on an undisclosed war-
rant. 

9:51 p.m - Damion Garner, 
44, was cited for driving while 
uninsured. 
April 15

12:00 p.m - Rebekah Bri-
anne Summers, 26, was cited 
for driving while suspended 
and using a cell phone while 
driving. 

2:53 p.m - George Earl Scott 
Dunn, 21, was cited on a Linn 
County Supervisory Author-
ity warrant. Lodged in Linn 
County Jail.

3:13 p.m - Alyssa Snow Naf-
taniel, 34, was cited for im-
proper display and failure to 
carry proof of insurance. 

11:34 p.m - Benjamin Philip 
Hyatt, 45, was cited on a Leba-
non Municipal Court warrant 
for failure to appear. 
April 16

7:43 a.m - Caller reports 
theft of tools. Valued loss 
$500. No report. 800 block of 
Academy St. 

12:22 p.m - Renee Cheri 
Godell, 62, was cited for im-
proper display. 

7:47 p.m - Kaitlyn Rae Car-
penter, 25, was cited on an 
undisclosed warrant. 

8:05 p.m - Fawn Burleson, 
39, was cited for driving while 
suspended, driving unin-
sured, failure to renew reg-
istration and failure to carry 
and present. 

8:27 p.m - Ashley Schooley, 
39, was cited for driving while 
suspended, and driving unin-
sured. 

8:54 p.m - Joshua Webb, 

See Public Safety, Page 17

PUBLIC SAFETY
From page 13
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1170 3rd St, Lebanon; 
one-story residence, 936 sq. ft., 
two-bedroom one-bath built 
in 1969; 0.16 acres; $325,000. 

54 Weldwood Dr, Lebanon; 
one-story residence, 1209 sq. 
ft., two-bedroom, two-bath 
built in 2000;  $245,000.  

1056 Mazama Ave, Leb-
anon; one-story residence, 
1082 sq. ft., three-bedroom, 
two-bath built in 2003; 0.17 
acres; $380,000.  

1020 Franklin St, Leba-
non; one-story residence, 
with basement 2388 sq. ft., 
three-bedroom, two and a 
half-bath built in 1977; 0.5 
acres; $525,000.  

890 Mazama Ave, Leba-
non; double-wide residence, 

1440 sq. ft., three-bedroom, 
two-bath built in 1980; 0.13 
acres; $230,000.  

890 Mazama Ave, Leba-
non; double-wide residence, 
1440 sq. ft., three-bedroom, 
two-bath built in 1980; 0.13 
acres; $179,510.  

903 6th Ave, Sweet Home; 
one-story residence, 1402 
sq. ft., three-bedroom, two-
bath built in 1965; 0.17 acres; 
$362,000.  

552 C St, Lebanon; one-sto-
ry residence, 988 sq. ft., 
two-bedroom, one-bath built 
in 1938; 0.12 acres; $300,000.  

5401 Poplar St, Sweet 
Home; one-story residence, 
with attic 1852 sq. ft., four-bed-
room, two-bath built in 1935; 

0.67 acres; $190,000.  

38731 Elk Ln, Lebanon; 
one-story residence, 2264 
sq. ft., three-bedroom, two-
bath built in 2009; 1.32 acres; 
$475,900.  

25643 Gap Rd, Browns-
ville; two-story residence, 
3324 sq. ft., four-bedroom, 
two-bath built in 1970; 22.52 
acres; $600,000.  

855 8th Ave, Sweet Home; 
two-story residence, 2924 
sq. ft., five-bedroom, three-
bath built in 1975; 0.29 acres; 
$502,000.  

2221 Kalmia St, Sweet 
Home; one-story residence, 
1008 sq. ft., three-bedroom, 
one-bath built in 1975; 0.16 
acres; $270,000.  

2479 Roll Tide Ct, Leba-
non; additional details not 
listed; 0.19 acres; $681,025. 

776 Cheadle Lake Ct, Leb-
anon; two-story residence, 
2213 sq. ft., five-bedroom, two 
and a half-bath built in 2023; 
0.12 acres; $453,490.  

1418 45th Ave, Sweet 
Home; two-story residence, 
1675 sq. ft., three-bedroom, 
two-bath built in 2022; 0.13 
acres; $389,000.  

37591 River Dr, Lebanon; 
one-story residence, 1460 
sq. ft., two-bedroom, one-
bath built in 1960; 1 acres; 
$445,000.  

195 21st Ave, Sweet Home; 
two-story residence, 1496 
sq. ft., four-bedroom, three-
bath built in 2004; 0.46 acres; 
$421,500.  

34827 Meridian Rd, Leb-
anon; one-story residence, 
2068 sq. ft., three-bedroom, 
two and a half-bath built in 
1982; 6.49 acres; $627,650.  

839 Northpoint Lp, 
Brownsville; two-story resi-
dence, 2137 sq. ft., four-bed-
room, three and a half-bath 
built in 2023; 0.16 acres; 
$510,000.  

1045 Antioch St, Lebanon; 
two-story residence, 1472 sq. 
ft., three-bedroom, two and a 
half-bath built in 2003; 0.14 
acres; $385,000.  

38020 Courtney Creek Dr, 
Brownsville; two-story resi-
dence, 2019 sq. ft., three-bed-
room, two-bath built in 1980; 
6. 5 acres; $665,000.  

591 B St, Lebanon; one-sto-
ry residence, 1372 sq. ft., 
four-bedroom, two-bath built 
in 1930; 0.19 acres; $305,000.  

1980 22nd Ave, Sweet 
Home; additional details not 
listed; 0.67 acres; $100,000.  

1827 12th Ave, Sweet 
Home; one-story residence, 
836 sq. ft., two-bedroom, one-
bath built in 1930; 0.21 acres; 
$316,500.  

28451 Pleasant Valley Rd, 
Sweet Home; one-story res-
idence, with basement 1344 
sq. ft., two-bedroom, one-
bath built in 1976; 7 acres; 
$485,000.  

1118 Oak St, Brownsville; 
one-story residence, 1296 
sq. ft., two-bedroom, two-
bath built in 1926; 0.19 acres; 
$375,000.  

41744 Clark Smith Dr, 
Lebanon; one-story resi-

dence, with attic 2432 sq. 
ft., three-bedroom, two-
bath built in 2019; 2.5 acres; 
$740,000.  

305 Airport Rd, Lebanon; 
one-story residence, 816 sq. 
ft., three-bedroom, two and 
two half-baths built in 1950; 
4.29 acres; $526,665.  

808 River Ave, Browns-
ville; two-story residence, 
2442 sq. ft., five-bedroom, two 
and a half-bath built in 2021; 
0.11 acres; $445,000.  

39155 Highway 228, Sweet 
Home; one-story residence, 
1807 sq. ft., three-bedroom, 
two-bath built in 1947; 0.5 
acres; $350,000.  

360 Milton St, Lebanon; 
one-story residence, 960 sq. 
ft., two-bedroom, one and a 
half-bath built in 1944; 0.12 
acres; $267,500.  

91 Elmore St, Lebanon; ad-
ditional details not listed; 0.14 
acres; $335,000.  

2551 Porter St, Lebanon; 
one-story residence, 1538 
sq. ft., three-bedroom, two-
bath built in 1940; 0.16 acres; 
$90,000.  

112 E St, Halsey; one-sto-
ry residence, 1047 sq. ft., 
two-bedroom, one-bath built 
in 1910; 0. 9 acres; $270,000.  

30924 Pineway Rd, Leb-
anon; one-story residence, 
with basement 2384 sq. ft., 
three-bedroom, two-bath built 
in 1960; 1.7 acres; $460,000.  

29192 Santiam Hwy, Sweet 
Home; double-wide residence, 
1000 sq. ft., 1964; 4.91 acres; 
$120,000.  

30115 Berlin Rd, Lebanon; 
one-story residence, 1740 sq. 
ft., two-bedroom, two-bath 
1981; 7.42 acres; $885,000.  

1009 Antioch St, Lebanon; 
one-story residence, 1026 sq. 
ft., three-bedroom, one and 
a half-bath 2004; 0.14 acres; 
$338,500.  

30356 Butte Creek Rd, 
Lebanon; two-story residence, 
2012 sq. ft., three-bedroom, 
two-bath built in 1984; 5.91 
acres; $725,000.  

785 Kees St, Lebanon; 
one-story residence, 1016 
sq. ft., three-bedroom, one-
bath built in 1940; 0.79 acres; 
$358,000.  

1226 49th Ave, Sweet 
Home; one-story residence, 
1344 sq. ft., three-bedroom, 
two-bath built in 2023; 0.31 
acres; $371,614. 

REAL ESTATE SOLD

2345 S. Santiam Hwy
Lebanon, OR 97355 

OregonRealEstateProfessionals.com

(541) 258-6100

541-401-9276
linncountyrealtor@gmail.com

Licensed in the state of Oregon

I’d love to be your Realtor

REALTOR®
Firiel Severns
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46, was cited for driving 
while suspended. Shayanne 
Church, 28, was cited for war-
rants. 

9:17 p.m - Shane Archibek, 
59, was cited for driving unin-
sured. Archibek was arrested 
for driving under the influ-
ence of intoxicants and reck-
less driving. 

9:48 p.m - Caller reports 
allegedly being harassed by 
the owner of Chewy's Bar in 
Sweet Home. 

10:57 p.m - Cassidy Was-
kom, 52, of Corvallis, was ar-
rested for three active war-
rants. Transported to Linn 
County Jail. 

11:04 p.m - Joshua J Koenig, 
23, was cited for no valid op-
erator's license. 
April 17

4:07 a.m - Bryan Watts, 49, 
was arrested for possession of 
methamphetamine over two 
grams and an undisclosed 
warrant. 

4:42 a.m - Amaryllis Davis 
Burrell, 47, of Medford, was 
arrested for an active war-
rant. Transported to Linn 
County Jail. 

11:31 a.m - Roberta Grif-
fiths, 54, was cited and re-
leased on an undisclosed Leb-
anon warrant. 

12:12 p.m - Caller reports 
theft of trailer. Valued loss 
$2500. 800 block of Isabella 
St.

12:38 p.m - Caller reports 
theft of vehicle battery. Val-
ued loss $280.  AutoZone 
Auto Parts. 

12:59 p.m - Damion Grid-
dith, 18, was cited for driving 
while suspended and driving 
uninsured. 

3:21 p.m - Rikki N Bettely-
oun, 39, was cited for driving 
while suspended. 
April 18

7:45 a.m - Richard Rodri-
guez, 57, was cited for operat-
ing without privileges. 

8:29 a.m - Earl Dodge, 30, 
was cited for warrants. 

1:42 p.m - Heather Dawn 
Meeks, 35, was arrested on 
two undisclosed warrants. 
Transported to Linn County 
Jail. 

7:15 p.m - Wren Logan 
Wright , 44, was cited for driv-
ing while suspended, driving 
uninsured and an undis-
closed warrant. 
April 19

10:24 a.m - Antonio Sun-
seri, 45, of Albany, was cited 
for driving while suspended. 

12:53 p.m - Silvino Bram-
bila, 46, was cited for driving 
while suspended and driving 
uninsured. 

3:17 p.m - Heather Alyssa 
MacKay, 53, was cited for im-
proper display. 

3:54 p.m - Levi Joseph Mc-
Cutchen, 29, was cited on a 
Philomath Municipal Court 
warrant for failure to com-

ply on an original charge for 
driving under the influence 
of intoxicants and a Canyon 
County, Idaho, warrant for a 
probation violation. Trans-
ported to Linn County Jail. 

5:12 p.m - Aaron James Lo-
vik, 38, was cited on a Leba-
non Justice Court warrant for 
contempt of court, and a Leb-
anon Municipal Court war-
rant for failure to appear on a 
criminal citation. 

7:44 p.m - Bryer Thompson, 
33, was cited in lieu of custo-
dy for a probation violation. 

8:41 p.m - Joshua Webb, 46, 
was cited for driving while 
suspended and an undis-
closed warrant. 

9:30 p.m - Brittny Gibson, 
35, was cited for driving while 
suspended, driving unin-
sured and a warrant. 

9:58 p.m - Seth Tolleson, 29, 
was cited for driving without 
a license, driving uninsured 
and driving without an igni-
tion interlock device. 
April 20

1:02 a.m - Christopher 
Mack, 29, was cited for speed-
ing. 43/25. 

3:14 a.m - Deputy attempt-
ed to stop a motorcycle with 
no plate. Rider eluded deputy 
who terminated due to safety 
concerns. 

3:51 a.m - Alexander Ab-
shere, 29, was cited for driv-
ing while suspended, failure 
to register vehicle and an ac-
tive warrant. 

4:55 a.m - Caller reports 
theft of '97 Harley Davidson. 
Report taken. 200 block of 
Hobbs St. 

6:18 p.m - Devin Michael 
Houseman, 36, was cited for 
driving while suspended, and 
driving uninsured.  

7:45 p.m - Sandra Hendrix, 
50, was cited for driving while 
suspended, driving uninsured 
and an undisclosed warrant. 

8:10 p.m - Natalie Murphy, 
35, was cited for driving unin-
sured. 

10:35 p.m - Joseph Salley, 
51, was cited for a warrant. 
April 21

9:42 a.m - Terri Ann Lat-
tymer, 54, was cited for driv-
ing uninsured. 

12:16 p.m - Tasha Bow-
ers-Curtis, 39, was cited for 
driving while suspended and 
driving uninsured. 

2:27 p.m - Christina Good-
enough, 41, was arrested for 
second degree disorderly 
conduct, resisting arrest and 
multiple warrants. 

3:52 p.m - Walter Warren 
Ruck, 43, was cited for driving 
while suspended and driving 
uninsured. 

4:28 p.m - Shain Nicho-
las Hersey, 48, was cited for 
driving while suspended and 
driving uninsured. 

10:06 p.m - Nikolas Izatt, 
25, was cited for driving with-
out an operator's permit. 

11:38 p.m - Tyrese Pechar, 
25, was cited for speeding and 

driving uninsured. 63/45.
April 22

8:23 a.m - Brady Richard 
Lawrence, 57, was arrested 
for first degree theft after 
stealing his neighbor's dog. 
Lodged in Linn County Jail. 

8:58 a.m - Sarah Ann Loeks, 
33, was cited for driving while 
suspended. 

9:09 a.m - David William 
Ewing, 49, was arrested for 
an undisclosed Albany Mu-
nicipal Court warrant and an 
undisclosed Lebanon Munic-
ipal Court warrant. Cited in 
lieu of custody. 

11:26 a.m - Jason Lee Key, 
48, was cited for failure to use 
a seatbelt. 

11:56 a.m - Connor Bart 
Provstgaard, 35, was cited 
for driving while suspended, 
driving uninsured, improper 
display and an undisclosed 
Lebanon Municipal Court 
warrant. 

12:52 p.m - Micah K Jones, 
50, was cited for failure to 
obey traffic control device. 

1:06 p.m - John Laverne Mc-
Dougall, 44, was cited for fail-
ure to use a seatbelt. 

1:34 p.m - Ryan Michael Le-
hto, 47, was cited for driving 
while suspended, failure to 
carry proof of insurance and 
failure to use a seatbelt.

2:09 p.m - Kaden Phillip 
Lantis, 22, was cited for driv-
ing while suspended and 
driving uninsured 

2:26 p.m - Terry Cardin, 68, 
was cited for driving unin-
sured. 

2:35 p.m - Christopher 
Thomas Meehan, 55, was cit-
ed for failure to use a seatbelt. 

4:33 p.m - Theodore Stanley 
Harry, 60, was cited for failure 
to use a seatbelt. 

7:11 p.m - Joshua Jamal 
Ponzio, 23, was cited for driv-
ing while suspended and 
driving without insurance. 

10:03 p.m - Wren Wright, 
44, was cited for driving while 
suspended and driving unin-
sured. 
April 23

11:27 a.m - Rhonda Jeanene 
Oliver, 61, was cited for fail-
ure to obey a traffic control 
device. 

1:37 p.m - Lauren Marie 
Snyder, 37, was cited for driv-
ing while suspended. 

2:06 p.m - Daniel Wayne 
Williams, 29, was cited for 
failure to carry proof of in-
surance. 

2:50 p.m - Austin Davis, 20, 
was cited for operating a mo-
tor vehicle while using a cell 
phone. 
April 25

12:21 a.m - Nicklaus Glass-
er, 34, was cited for an active 
warrant. 

4:51 a.m - Timothy Full-
ford, 66, was cited for failure 
to drive within lane. 

10:45 p.m - James Daven-
port, 20, was cited for speed-
ing and failure to obey a traf-
fic control device. 90/55.

PUBLIC SAFETY
From page 15
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HealthyYou HealthyYou Few medical conditions 
can be as uncomfortable as 
radiculopathy, common-
ly referred to as a pinched 
nerve. Anyone can suffer 
from a pinched nerve, which 
is why it behooves people 
from all walks of life to un-
derstand this painful yet of-
ten preventable condition.
What is a pinched nerve?

The medical experts at 
Cedars Sinai note that the 
spine is made up of bones 
called vertebrae. The spi-
nal cord runs downward 
through the center of these 
bones, and nerve roots 
branch off the cord and go 
between each vertebra. A 
pinched nerve occurs when 
problems affect those nerve 
roots.
Where do pinched nerves 
occur?

Cedars Sinai notes that a 
pinched nerve is most likely 
to occur in the lower back. 
However, pinched nerves 
can affect other areas of the 
body, including the neck, 
arms and legs.
What are the symptoms of 
a pinched nerve?

People who have experi-
enced radiculopathy may 
identify pain as the most no-
table symptom of a pinched 
nerve. Cedars Sinai notes 
such pain may manifest in 
different ways depending 
on which part of the body is 
affected. Pain-related signs 
of a pinched nerve in the 
lower back include:

·  Sharp pain in the back 
that may travel down to the 
feet

·  Pain that worsens when 
sitting or coughing
A pinched nerve in the 
neck may produce:

·  Sharp pain in the arm
·  Pain in the shoulder
·  Feelings of numbers or 

pins and needles in the arm
·  Worsening pain when 

the neck moves or the head 
turns

Additional symptoms of 
a pinched nerve include 
numbness of the skin and 
weakness in the leg or arm.
Are there risk factors for 
pinched nerves?

Though anyone can expe-
rience a pinched nerve, var-
ious conditions can increase 
a person's risk for radiculop-
athy. Such factors include, 
but are not limited to:

·  Poor posture
· Poor body position: 

Crossing the legs when 
seated can pressure the 
spine and increase risk for a 
pinched nerve

·  Herniated disc
·  Slipped disc
· Arthritis in the spine: 

Rheumatoid arthritis and 
osteoarthritis can contrib-
ute to a narrowing of nerve 
openings and stiffness in the 
spine. Each of those condi-
tions can increase pressure 
on the nerves, potentially 
leading to a pinched nerve

·  Weight gain
·  Pregnancy
·  Post-surgery scar tissue: 

People who have previously 
had spinal injury might be 
at greater risk for a pinched 
nerve due to the formation 
of scar tissue that affects a 
nerve root along the spinal 
cord.

Pinched nerves are pain-
ful but treatable. Individuals 
who suspect they are expe-
riencing a pinched nerve are 
urged to contact a physician 
immediately.

What to know about 
pinched nerves
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By Sarah Brown
Lebanon Local

Sodaville city councilors 
during their April 18 meeting 
expressed frustration over a 
years-long process to build 
a sixth well that now faces a 
hurdle, setting them back.

For nearly a decade the City 
of Sodaville has been “chip-
ping away” at a water expan-
sion project on resident Ray 
Jackman’s property, and they 
were expecting $365,000 in 
funding to help with the proj-
ect.

Mayor Brian Lewis told the 
council that shortly before 
former City Administrator/
Recorder Alex McHaddad left 
last month, he was told the 
city would need to file for wa-
ter rights for the well on Jack-
man’s property. To receive the 
funding, the project would 
have to be completed by June 
2025 and the council sees no 
way to get that done now that 
they have this new hurdle re-
garding water rights.

“In the future, we can try to 
work things out and try to get 
back into it, see if we can’t get 
that money again, but right 
now it’s pretty much gone,” 
Lewis said.

A study was done on Jack-
man’s property about seven to 
10 years ago, and again about 
two years ago on a September 
day, which council said was 
the worst time of year to find 

water, and yet the property 
showed a healthy amount 
available. Council alluded 
that the previous administra-
tion in the past decade moved 
too slowly and now they find 
themselves at this point.

The council agreed the 
whole situation has been 
“very discouraging.”

A $60,000 grant from the 
state is still on the table for 
Sodaville that will assist in 
the cost of trucking water 
in from Lebanon next sea-
son. City Administrator/Re-
corder Brandi Libra said she 
will keep an eye out for new 
grants that can help with wa-
ter projects.

Meanwhile, the council is 
working on trying to get well 
number five back online. 

Council told Lebanon Local 
that a former water master 
said the well could no lon-
ger be used, but they cannot 
find any reports to indicate 
why that was the case. They 
believe it’s because of a pos-
sibility of iron bacteria in the 
well. It has been offline for a 
few years now.

Lewis noted that when well 
five was functioning, it pro-
duced as much water as all 
the other wells and they only 
had to truck in water one or 
two months out of the year.

Jackman, speaking from 
the audience at the meeting, 
said he contacted Star Water 

Systems who said treating 
iron bacteria is not a big deal. 
They suggested getting the 
well pump reconnected and 
pumped for a few hours, then 
bringing in a sample for test-
ing.

“That will tell him what he 
needs to do in order to treat 
that well,” Jackman said.

There will be some trial and 
error during treatment until 
they find the right treatment 
balance.

“If we can get that cleared 
up and get it back online, I 
think it’s gonna help,” Lewis 
said.

Public Works Director JD 
Burns suggested the possi-
bility of bringing in a witcher 

for a new well near well num-
ber two. Currently well two is 
producing less than 1,000 gal-
lons a day, he said.

Also, Lewis reported the 
mayor of Lebanon invited 
Sodaville to discuss the pos-
sibility of bringing water lines 
from their new Crowfoot 
Road project into Sodaville. 
After some discussion on the 
matter, the general consensus 
was the Sodaville council was 
not interested in connecting 
to Lebanon’s water system. 
While some said they didn’t 
like the taste of Lebanon’s wa-
ter, Councilor Joseph Parsons 
noted doing so would remove 
the only operating revenue 
Sodaville has.

“We need to try to keep 
our water resources here in 
the city of Sodaville,” Coun-
cilor Jeff Hensley said. “Our 
water’s better than theirs; it’s 
untreated right now and it’s 
better water.”

In other business, the 
council:

• Swore-in Brandi Libra as 
city administrator/recorder.

• Burns reported a water 
loss of a little more than 11%, 
the second month in a row 
he’s seen that happen. Look-
ing further into the matter, 
he and Libra found a discrep-
ancy with accounts between 
Quickbooks and READy Man-
ager (software used for the 
city meters). It might be that 
some residents haven’t been 
billed for the last few months, 
he said. He is still working 
through the situation to fig-
ure out what happened.

• Discussed during public 
comment how they might 
read meters and manage oth-
er needs while Burns is away 
on vacation. Lewis said he 
usually takes over the tasks in 
Burns’ absence, but the two 
both have planned vacations 
at the same time this year.

• Approved a motion to hire 
Mannix Law Firm.

Sodaville Faces Setback on New Well Project

Photo by Sarah Brown
 Mayor Brian Lewis, left, swears in Brandi Libra for her new 
position as city administrator and recorder.

Two-Motorcycle Crash 
Sends One to Hospital

By Sky Chappell
Lebanon Local

A Lebanon man who was 
recently arrested for elud-
ing police from Lebanon to 
Upper Calapooia on April 
2 is allegedly a suspect in a 
two-motorcycle collision in 
Sweet Home on April 12.

Sweet Home Ambulance 
and Fire District responded 
to calls of a motor vehicle 
collision in the 40800 block 
of Highway 228 on April 12. 
Upon arrival, crews got to 
work assessing and giving 
aid to those who were in-
volved.

According to  Battalion 
Chief, Randy Whitfield, the 
rider of the motorcycle was 

taken to a hospital with non-
life threatening injuries.

Oregon State Police (OSP) 
reported that they respond-
ed to a two-vehicle crash in-
volving two motorcycles and 
determined one of the riders 
fled the scene before police 
arrived.

OSP further reported they 
suspect Kevin Austin Cor-
rington, 25, of Lebanon, was 
the rider that fled the scene. 
The other motorcyclist, Eric 
Daniel Malcom Frost, 45, of 
Salem, was transported to a 
hospital with a broken ankle. 
Both vehicles were towed 
and there is a current ongo-
ing investigation.
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SUPPORT YOUR LEBANON FIREFIGHTERS

VOTE YES FOR
MEASURE
22-202

MAY 21, 2024
BALLOT

The Lebanon Professional Firefighters and Yes for Lebanon
Firefighters endorse this levy. Those who are registered to
vote and live within Lebanon Fire District will receive ballots
after May 1st.

For more information and to request a sign, visit:

www.lebanonfirefighters2163.com
and

www.yesforfirefighters.com

With local option levy
1. Additional Personnel: The levy enables the addition of essential 
personnel, including an initial increment of 6 firefighters, ensuring a 
more robust and capable emergency response team.

2. Enhancing Emergency Response Times: Passage of the levy is 
instrumental in addressing declining response times to emergencies, 
allowing us to deliver swift and efficient assistance when our community 
needs it the most.

3. Sustaining a Growing Community: A local option levy will provide 
vital support to accommodate the needs of our growing community, 
ensuring that our emergency services align with the expanding 
demands. 

4. Expansion of Community Outreach: Through the levy, we can 
expand non-emergency services such as community outreach initiatives 
encompassing public education, disaster preparedness, and wildfire 
preparedness.

5. Sustaining Mutual Aid and Conflagration Responses: Passage of the 
levy ensures that we can maintain our ability to provide crucial mutual 
aid to local partners and respond effectively to state conflagrations, 
fortifying our emergency support network.

6. Addressing Ambulance Revenue Gaps: The levy serves as a solution 
to offset the revenue gaps from insurance companies related to 
ambulance services, securing the financial stability of this critical aspect 
of our emergency response system.

7. Augmented Emergency Response Capacity: With the local 
option levy, we can significantly enhance our capacity to respond to 
emergencies, bolstering our ability to manage a broad spectrum of 
critical situations.

8. Apparatus Replacement: The local option levy provides crucial 
funding to replace aging equipment, including fire engines and 
ambulances, ensuring our apparatus remains modern, reliable, and 
ready for service.

Without local option levy
1. Workforce Reduction: The absence of additional funding may 
necessitate a reduction in our workforce, impacting our capacity to 
respond effectively to the needs of the community.

2. Delayed Response to Low-Acuity Calls: Without the support from a 
local option levy, response times to low-acuity calls could be delayed, 
affecting the overall efficiency of our emergency services.

3. Service Cutbacks: Service reductions to the community would be 
inevitable, affecting the level and scope of emergency services we can 
provide.

4. Prolonged Budget Strain: Without a local option levy, the persistent 
pressure of escalating costs coupled with stagnant revenue will continue 
to strain our budget, hindering our ability to maintain essential services. 

5. Mutual Aid Limitations: Our reduced ability to provide mutual aid to 
local partners and respond to state conflagrations may compromise the 
broader emergency support network.

6. Stricter Ambulance Transfer Limitations: Further restrictions to 
ambulance transfers may be imposed, limiting our ability to seamlessly 
transport patients for necessary medical care.

7. Emergency Service Reprioritization: The need to reprioritize 
emergency services may arise, potentially diverting resources away from 
critical areas of need.

8. Evaluation of Non-Response to Some Call Types: The absence 
of adequate funding might necessitate a critical evaluation of non-
response to certain call types, impacting the spectrum of emergencies 
we can effectively address.

9. Impact on Specific Emergency Responses: Key emergency responses, 
including but not limited to odor investigations, burn complaints, fire 
alarm activations, and public assistance, may face limitations in their 
timely and thorough execution.


