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New Samaritan
CEO Marty Cahill
says ‘significant
challenge’ facing
Samaritan Health

By Scott Swanson
Lebanon Local

Seventeen years into his
career as an administrator
with Samaritan Health, Mar-
ty Cahill has gotten to know
the nonprofit health provider
pretty well.

But this year, as he has taken
over as CEO of the five-hos-
pital chain, which serves an
area stretching from Lincoln
City to Lebanon and Corvallis,
a lot has changed.

Cahill, who is in his “mid-
50s”, came to Samaritan after,
he said, getting interested in
the world of health services
while working in sales for
Pfizer.

“You walk around, talking to
clinicians about pharmaceuti-
cals, the benefits of your med-
ication over the benefits of
your competitors’ medication
- I realized after a number of
years that that was not going
to be my career,” Cahill said.

“I was interested, intrigued
by hospitals. I was intrigued
by the hospital administra-
tion component of it.”

Cahill had grown up in Mas-
sachusetts and found Oregon,
he said, after meeting some
people from Eugene while
working a summer job at the
beach when he was in college.

“I came out for the sum-
mer and never left,” he said.
“I transferred my credits from
New England to the Universi-
ty of Oregon and never left.

“Mt. Hood, Mt. Bachelor,
Sunriver, the Oregon coast -
everything's like within four
hours of, you know, Eugene
and Portland. If you look at
the summers with no humid-
ity, no bugs, it's way different
than New England.”

Having graduated from
the U of O in 2001 with a
bachelor’s in sociology, Ca-
hill worked for Pfizer for 5%
years, then moved to Samar-
itan as director of physician
relations for a year and a half.

“I met with all of our cli-
nicians, kind of like an om-
budsman,” he said. “I talked to
all the community docs, you
know, any issues or concerns
they had. I tried to address
them, from Samaritans’ per-

See Samaritan, Page 6
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SERVING UP OHANA

Despite forecasted rain, The Oaks at Lebanon pressed on with their annual Longest Day
Alzheimer’s Awareness fundraiser on June 20. In fact, one might say the rain added to
the tropical element of the event because this year The Oaks went with a Hawaiian Luau
and Cruise-in theme, serving up huli huli chicken, kalua pork and other island flavors.
While some rain did pass through town that evening, it didn’t stop guests from being
able to visit under covered tables in the courtyard. Mostly, though, a good couple hun-
dred people gathered in the dining hall and throughout the downstairs area - which was
decked out quite colorfully. Thomas Mask provided live music, children got their face
painted and car enthusiasts rolled out their wheels for the cruise-in. The event raised
about $1,000 for the Oregon Alzheimer’s Association. See more photos of the event at

Photo by Sarah Brown

Koi make splash at Boulder Falls Inn

By Sarah Brown
Lebanon Local

As Tom Mechals approach-
es the fence, a shoal is already
gathering.

Hungry mouths pop open
like baby birds yearning for a
worm to make its way down
their gullets.

Mechals pinches a small
amount of kibble and tosses
it into the water, causing an
excited flurry of waves and
spectacle of color.

The Navy veteran is behind
Boulder Falls Inn, making a
visit to the Japanese Healing
Garden pond with hopes of
finding his former aquatic
pets.

More than 30 years ago,
Mechals dug out and built
a 10-foot by 10-foot, 3-foot
deep pond in his Lebanon
backyard, going by the in-
structions of a fish pond book
he'd bought somewhere.

Hed never had fish before
- except, maybe, he might've
won a goldfish at a fair in his
childhood; he can’'t remember.
But once his pond and water-
fall system were established,
he stocked it with some gold-
fish.

The pond book, Mechals
later realized, was not the
most expert source of infor-
mation. Through some trial
and error he learned how to
keep fish during freezing win-
ter months, and that goldfish
multiply like crazy. But this
isn't a story about goldfish.

It was probably about 10
years into the project when
Mechals gave away his gold-
fish and bought his first koi,

Photo by Sarah Brown
One of Tom Mechals’ giant koi, upper center - the medi-
um-sized one he donated - lingers under a gazebo in the Boul-
der Falls pond while its smaller counterparts beg for food.

which “seemed to be a bet-
ter way,” he said. After a lit-
tle more trial and error, he
bought a small doitsu (scale-
less) koi that was all white,
save for one orange “eyebrow”
and some orange on the tail.

Then he bought more.

For more than 20 years,
Mechals raised three koi fish
in his small pond. Though he

See Koi, Page 16
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OBITUARIES

Phyllis Schmitz
Jan. 17,1942 - June 11, 2025

Phyllis Joyce Schmitz (Mur-
phy) passed away peacefully
at the age of 83, on June 11,
2025, at home after a brief
time in the hospital.

She was born Jan. 17, 1942,
to Phil John and Mary Joyce
Hurst in McMinnville.

Phyllis grew up in Dayton,
graduated from Dayton High
School and went onto Linfield
College to graduate with a
bachelor’s degree in account-
ing and taxation.

Phyllis met and married
Donald Jean Schmitz, also
from Dayton, in 1964 and
moved to Sweet Home for a
short time. They made their

home in Lebanon where she
opened her accounting firm
in 1973.

Phyllis and Donald were
married for 35 years.

Phyllis later reconnected
with a longtime friend Lonel
Murphy and they married
in 2004. Phyllis and Lonel
shared 13 years of love and
happiness until his death in
2017. Phyllis retired a year
later after 45 years of owning
her own accounting firm.

She had a passion for hors-
es all her life, especially the
Tennessee Walking Horse.
She had a breeding farm and
raised and showed Tennes-
see Walking Horses for many
years. She passed on the love
of horses to her granddaugh-

ter Ashley and continued to
enjoy going to many horse
shows.

Phyllis was preceded in
death by her parents; twin
sisters Alice Irene Hurst and
Margaret Louise Youtz; her
husband Lonel;, and son-in-
law Jim Search.

She is survived by her
daughter, Heather Search of
Sweet Home; grandson Ian
Search and granddaughter
Ashley Search of Shelbyville,
Tenn., and Robert Sartore of
Arlington, Wash.

In honoring Phyllis's wish-
es, she asked not to have a
service. She will be laid to rest
at Evergreen Memorial Cem-
etery in McMinnville, at a lat-
er time.

Sweet Home Funeral Chap-
el is handling the arrange-
ments.

Paid Obituary

Death Notices
Jerry R. Adams, 79, of
Lebanon, died June 2, 2025
Huston-Jost Funeral Home
is handling the arrangements.

Bertha Jean Forbes, 86, of
Lebanon died July 6, 2025.

Weddle Funeral Service is
handling the arrangements.

Floyd Dean Garrison, 85,
of Lebanon died July 4, 2025.

Weddle Funeral Service is
handling the arrangements.

Keith O’Neil Gentry, 56, of

Lebanon,died June 15, 2025.
Sweet Home Funeral Chap-

el is handling arrangements

www.sweethomefuneral.com.

Priscilla Ann (Pekelder)
Gurner, 88, of Lebanon, died
Jun 19, 2025.

Aasum-dufour Funeral
Home is handling arrange-
ments.

Scott Lee Ellison, 72, of
Lebanon, died on July 1, 2025.
Fisher Funeral Home is han-
dling arrangements.

Joseph "Joe" James Tru-
ax, 62, of Lebanon died June
29,2025.

Huston-Jost Funeral Home
ishandling the arrangements.

PUBLIC SAFETY

B Information for the Public Safety report and Courts in Lebanon Local is
sourced from local law enforcement and fire agencies. Addresses provided
generally denote the location of the incident or arrest, occasionally indicat-
ing the origin of the call. Incident details, which may not always be available
from agencies in time for publication in our weekly paper edition, are of-
ten updated online at lebanonlocalnewsnews.com as information becomes
available. Also, due to space limitations in our paper editions, content may
be restricted to the most recent information, and a more extensive version
of the Public Safety Report will be available at lebanonlocalnews.com.

W It is crucial to emphasize that our reporting of an individual’s arrest or
citation for a crime does not imply guilt. Determination of guilt can only
be established through legal proceedings in court. We commit significant
effort to following through as cases move through the judicial process.

B Following is a list of abbreviations that may appear in our log reports:
LCSO (Linn County Sheriff's Office); LPD (Lebanon Police Department),
SHPD (Sweet Home Police Department); OSP (Oregon State Police); LMC
(Lebanon Municipal Court); LCCC (Linn County Circuit Court); LCJC (Linn
County Justice Court); SHMC (Sweet Home Municipal Court); AMC (Albany
Municipal Court); FTA (failure to appear); FTC (failure to comply). A Roman
numeral listed after a charge means that the charge is that numbered-de-

gree: theft I (first-degree theft).

njJuly 15

7:38 a.m . - Robert Allen Van-
hoose, cited on AMC warrant
for contempt.

7:44 am. - Shawn Michael
Bates, 33, cited for cell phone
use while driving and failure to
carry proof of insurance, E El-
more/S Main Sts.

7:47 a.m. - Autumn Elizabeth
Joseph, 31, cited for no valid li-

cense, 400 block E Grant St.

7:51 a.m. - Officer assists LFD
with car fire, 2400 block S 12th
St.

8:00 a.m. - Sarah Marie Ho-
lifield, 31, cited for speeding
52/25, S 7th/E Sts.

8:16 am. - Shawn Patrick
Cruise, 44, cited for driving
while suspended, 2200 block S
Santiam Hwy.

9:32 a.m. - Kodi Lee Richard-
son, 26, cited for driving while
suspended, W A/S 5th Sts.

10:53 a.m. - Hit and run re-
ported in area of Bellinger
Scale/Berlin roads. Caller’s side
mirror torn off vehicle while on
the road. Other driver did not
stop.

11:26 a.m. - Caller reported
drone flying over his property
in 33900 block Totem Pole Rd.
Deputies unable to identify
owner of drone.

11:36 a.m. - Emily Meghan
Goodenough, 26, cited for
speeding 43/25, Berlin/Brew-
ster Rds.

11:59 a.m. - Caller reported
theft of license plates from mo-
torcycle while parked near Key
Bank.

1:04 p.m. - Jesse Alan Marsh
111, 37, cited for cell phone use
while driving, Primrose/Porter
Sts.

1:49 p.m. - Erica Elaine Baca,
53, cited for driving while sus-

pended and driving uninsured,
near Safeway:.

2:06 p.m. - Officer responded
to call regarding juvenile at-
tacking parent.

2:32 p.m. - Karen Sue Felgen-
traeger, 58, cited on LCCC war-
rant for FTC on original charge
of DUIL

4:08 p.m. - Large-diameter
tree felled on Starker property,
38900 block Mountain Home
Dr., about three-quarters of a
mile south of Santiam Terrace.
Investigation ongoing. Report
taken.

5:53 p.m. - Officer respond-
ed to disturbance in Walmart
parking lot and determined a
female found dog inside a car
and waited with her husband
for the owner to return. When
he returned, there was arguing
and the female ended up slap-
ping or hitting the dog owner,
after which he hit her. Female
was determined to be aggres-
sor.
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CURB TO CURB IN SWEET HOME
MON-FRI 7 AM - 4 PM
CALL TO SCHEDULE
OFFICE HOURS 8-4

g- Wik AN

SWEET HOME SHOPPER
MON-SAT 9 AM - 4 PM

SHOP LOCAL- 4 TRIPS A DAY
THROUGH TOWN

FOSTER

SH CITY HALL
HOY'S HARDWARE
13TH & KALMIA
SHEA POINT

LEBANON:

WALMART
LBCC
PARK & OAK

ALBANY:

LBCC MAIN CAMPUS
TRAIN STATION
HERITAGE MALL
DOWNTOWN

LINN SHUTTLE

MON-FRI 6 AM - 10 PM - 10 ROUTES PER DAY
SAT 7AM - 7:30 PM - 6 ROUTES PER DAY
CALL FOR APPROVED FLAG STOPS

SWEET HOME:

SAT ONLY: KOHL'S & WINCO
STUDENTS RIDE FREE WITH STUDENT ID | ALL OTHERS $1 PER TRIP
ELECTRONIC TICKETS - DOWNLOAD THE TOKEN TRANSIT APP: TOKENTRANSIT.COM
TICKETS AVAILABLE AT THE OFFICE OR ON THE BUS.
ONLY CASH ACCEPTED BY DRIVERS (EXACT AMOUNT, NO CHANGE AVAILABLE)

541-367-4775 | LINNSHUTTLE.COM | @ 1o us on racesoox

N

6:09 p.m. - Caller reported
male slumped over bike, 100
block S 5th St.

7:30 p.m. - Parker Benjamin
Justham, 23, cited for driving
while suspended and no insur-
ance, N Santiam Hwy./Indus-
trial Way.

July 14

12:24 p.m. - Caller reported
theft of power tool from Wilco.
Loss valued at $349. Suspect
identified and trespassed. Re-
port taken for theft III.

1:33 p.m. - Caller reported
car broken into and damaged,
900 block Wassom St.

1:42 p.m. - Witnesses report-
ed male asking people for Nar-
can, between Gill's Landing and
Mayfly Park.

1:45 p.m. - Caller reported
theft of electric scooter parked
outside of Fitness 1440. Loss
valued at $400.

3:57 pm. - Caller report-
ed that his windshield was
cracked after parking at Bates
Bridge swimming spot in 40800
block McDowell Creek Dr.

4:11 p.m. - Durrell Monroe
Borden, 69, cited from driving
while suspended and driving
uninsured, 1000 block S Main
St.

8:05 pm. - Caller want-
ed subjects who previously
tried scamming Walmart at
self-checkout to be trespassed.
Victoria Guadalupe Lopez-Me-
jia, 38, and Jose Alfredo Me-
jla-Jurado, 33, trespassed for
life.

8:18 p.m. - Caller was rid-
ing bike on Main Street when
someone in passing car shot
him in the cheek with gel bead
from toy gun.

9:56 p.m. - Dakotah Lane
Hodson, 27, taken into custo-
dy on warrants with LMC and
LCCC.

11:46 p.m. - Subject at hospi-
tal asked for an officer. When
officer arrived, subject “talked

See Public Safety, Page 5
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LOCAL EVENTS

Can drive for local
Eagle Scout project

Local Boy Scout Zach
Schlundt will conduct a can
and bottle drive from 9 to
11 am. Saturday, July 26, at
the former Shari’s restaurant
parking lot, 2650 South San-
tiam Highway:.

The event will coincide with
Lebanons weekly “Cars &
Coffee” gathering. Schlundt
is working on upgrading the
nature trail at Hamilton Creek
Elementary School by clearing
the path and building benches
for users to enjoy. Funds are
still needed for building mate-
rials and tools.

Also, if anyone wants to do-
nate, monetary contributions
will be accepted and can be
tax-deductible.

Spend time at
Healing Garden

Lebanon Community Hos-
pital is hosting a series of
monthly cultural events at
the Boulder Falls Event Cen-
ter and patio, 605 Mullins Dr.
through the summer.

Garden Grooves Communi-
ty Concert; Saturday, July 26,
at 6 p.m. - The Fabulous Bad
Cats, an original rockin’ blues
band, will play classic hits
from Johnny Cash to Prince.
They have

performed throughout the
Pacific Northwest since 2002.

Melodies and Masterpiec-
es: Sunday, Aug. 3, from 1-3
p.m. - The Orchid Trio, a Port-
land-based string trio, shares
chamber music appreciation.
Enjoy music while learning
new art forms: Japanese origa-
mi class from 1-2 p.m., koke-
doma (moss ball) class from
1-2 p.m., koto (a Japanese in-
strument) demonstration at 2
p-m.

Healing Garden Lecture:
Thursday, Sept. 18, at 6 p.m
- Diane Durston, curator
emeritus from the Portland
Japanese Garden, will dis-
cuss Japanese philosophies of
Wabi Sabi and forest bathing.
Registration is required.

For more information or to
register, visit samhealth.org/
LebanonHealingGardens or
contact Brandy O’Bannon at
bobannon@samhealth.org.
Learn about
Indoor gardening

Master Gardeners will host
free monthly lectures on in-
door gardening at the Leba-
non Senior Center, 80 Tangent
St.

Last lecture will be about
seed starting for winter; Aug.
23 - tips for seed saving and
identifying peak produce ripe-
ness.

Bring your questions. For
more information, contact
Sheryl Casteen at casteen@

CIRCUIT COURT

aol.com.
Brownsville
Farmers Market

The Brownsville Farmer’s
Market is looking for vendors
for the 2025 season. The mar-
ket is held from 3-6 p.m. on
Thursdays at 185 Main St,
Brownsville (across from Dari
Mart). For more information,
contact Melissa Selby at 541-
223-4980 or info@gocfa.org.
Japanese Healing
Garden tours

The Lebanon Community
Hospital Foundation will host
free monthly tours of Samar-
itan Lebanon Community
Hospital's Healing Gardens
this spring and summer.

The gardens offer serene
spaces for quiet walks, reflec-
tion and a chance to escape
everyday distractions and
stresses.

Brandy O’'Bannon, Lebanon
Community Hospital Foun-
dation executive director, in-
vites all community members
to join her for these special
tours. The one-hour tours
will guide visitors through the
Samaritan Health Sciences
Campus Entrance Garden and
Campus Garden, providing
insights into their history and
maintenance while allowing
guests to soak in the peaceful
atmosphere.

Tours will take place at 10

a.m. on the second Friday of
each month at the gazebo
located at the Boulder Falls
Event Center, 605 Mullins
Drive. No registration is re-
quired. Upcoming tour dates:
Aug. 8, Sept. 12.

For more information, con-
tact Brandy at bobannon@
samhealth.org or visit sam-
health.org/LebanonHealing-
Gardens.

ODFW wildlife
art contest

The Oregon Dept. of Fish
and Wildlife invites artists to
submit their work for the 2026
stamp art competitions.

The winning artists receive
a $2,000 award and their art-
work is used to produce col-
lector’s stamps and other
promotional items with sale
proceeds benefiting Oregon’s
fish, wildlife and their habi-
tats. The three contests are:

Habitat Conservation
Stamp - Art entries must fea-
ture a Strategy Species identi-
fied in the Oregon Conserva-
tion Strategy in its appropriate
habitat. Not all species in the
Strategy are eligible, so please
use the qualifying list of spe-
cies. See the contest rules and
entry form for more informa-
tion and a list of eligible spe-
cies.  https://www.dfw.state.
or.us/conservationstrategy/
habitat_conservation_stamp.

asp

Waterfowl Stamp Contest -
Art entries must feature one
of the following species in its
natural habitat setting: Blue-
winged Teal, Lesser Scaup, or
Ruddy Duck. See contest rules
and entry form for more in-
formation. https://www.dfw.
state.or.us/resources/hunt-
ing/waterfowl/contest/index.
asp

Upland Game Bird Stamp
Contest - Art entries must fea-
ture Ring-necked Pheasant in
its natural habitat setting. See
contest rules and entry form
for more information. https://
www.dfw.state.or.us/resourc-
es/hunting/upland_bird/con-
test/index.asp

Artists are asked to use the
Recommendations for Pack-
aging Artwork on the Contest
Rules’ final page.

A panel will judge artwork
based on artistic composi-
tion, anatomical accuracy of
the species and general ap-
peal. Collector’s stamps, art
prints and other promotional
materials are produced from
first-place artwork. Proceeds
from product sales are used
for habitat improvement, re-
search surveys and conserva-
tion projects.

Interested artists are en-

See Events, Page 4

Warrants are out on the
following individuals: Omar
Edgar Arroyo, Elias Nicolas
Azar, Jonathan Edward Betar,
Christina Marie Cash, Austin
Shane Conner, Steven Michael
Cooley, Nicholas Orval Duncan
Jr, Selina Renee Ford-Blackburn,
Steven Edward Grimm, Aaron
Thomas Halvorson, Aaron Mar-
ten Heintzman, Robert Edwin
Hoskinson, Sir Frank Lee James,
Bruce Clifton Kelly, Faron Walter
Kennedy, Alan Kenneth Kilmer,
Caden Jason Scotty King, Brent
Jay Klient, Adam Christien Knoll,
Andrew Donald LeGore, Mikel
Vincent Lizama, Christopher
James Lloyd, Mainor Misael
Lucas-Velasquez, John Andrew
Mance, Heather Dawn Meeks,
Matthew Kincaid Nelson, Au-
tumn Brooke Pearson, Dustin
James Phares, John Ray Porter,
Allen Jess Russell, Daniel Ryan
Salo, Rosemary O. Saviour,
Shingy Robert Shineachi, Don-
ald Shane Simmons, April Lee
Springer, Brandi Lynn Trelstad,
Russell Dale Truedson, Wyatt
Linn Vaughan, Darnell T. Wells,
Jessica Ashley Wynne

Kelvin Edwin Attebery, 36,
charged June 26 with DV stran-
gulation, DV assault IV and DV
menacing. Bail set at $50,000.

Devon Wayne Baldwin, 32,
sentenced June 13 to 19 mos.
with the Oregon Dept. of Cor-

rections, 24 mos. post-prison
supervision and a $200 fine
after pleading no contest to as-
sault IV. An assault IV charge
was dismissed.

Thomas John Bobbitt, 24,
sentenced July 17 to 96 hours
jail, 24 mos. bench probation
and $200 in fines after plead-
ing no contest to assault IV
and strangulation. Robbery III
charge dismissed.

Juan Felipe Barajas-Ledez-
ma, 26, charged June 18 with
DUII (controlled substances)
and reckless driving.

Travis Jonathan Brown, 34,
sentenced July 8 to 30 days jalil,
36 mos. supervised probation
and a $200 fine after pleading
guilty to DV unlawful use of a
weapon. Charges of assault II,
interference with making a re-
port and tampering with physi-
cal evidence dismissed.

Cynthea Rose Christian-
sen, 19, charged June 27 with
robbery I, theft III and assault
IV. Bail set at $50,000.

Hailee Clark, 20, charged
June 18 with assault IIL.

Chelsea Christine Elkin, 33,
placed in diversion program
after pleading guilty to DUII
(liquor). She was sentenced
July 11 to 90 days suspension
of a driver’s license, five days
compensatory service in lieu
of jail and 18 mos. bench pro-
bation after pleading guilty to

recklessly endangering another
person. A second charge of the
same and reckless driving were
dismissed.

Gage Austin Ferrando,
20, charged June 25 with two
counts of rape I. Court doc-
uments indicate the victim
may have been “incapable of
consent by reason of physical
helplessness.” Bail was set at
$20,000.

Armando Garcia-Suarez,
35, charged June 23 with DUII
(liquor), recklessly endangering
another person and speeding.

Jessica Chari Gregorich, 40,
cited July 9 for speeding 112/55
on Highway 34 near milepost 7,
and careless driving. She was
charged July 16 with unlawful
use of a weapon, menacing,
felon in possession of a restrict-
ed weapon and two counts of
criminal mischief I. Bail set at
$20,000.

Jermey Ray Harris, 45, sen-
tenced June 24 to one year re-
vocation of driver’s license, 18
mos. with the Oregon Dept. of
Corrections, 12 mos. post-pris-
on supervision and a $200 fine
after pleading no contest to
unauthorized use of a vehicle.
In a separate case, he was sen-
tenced to one year revocation
of a driver’s license, an 18 ad-
ditional mos. with the Oregon
Dept. of Corrections, 12 mos.
post-prison supervision and
$800 in fines after pleading no
contest to identity theft, fraud-
ulent use of a credit card, com-
puter crime and unauthorized
use of a vehicle.

Kayla Michelle Heath, 37,
sentenced July 8 to 46 hours
jail, 36 mos. supervised proba-
tion after pleading no contest
to burglary I and unlawful pos-
session of methamphetamine.

Ernest Patrick Huerta, 46,

Compost

Sawdust
Fir Bark
Hemlock

TN

Rock Products”:;\.\_.',-

Garden Mixes

Central Bark Sales

5265 South Santiam, Lebanon Oregon 97355 - 541-451-2373
Summer Hours : Mon. - Sat. 8am - 5pm | Sun. 9am - 3pm

-

§

sentenced June 18 to five days
compensatory service in lieu of
jail and a $100 fine after plead-
ing guilty to failure to report as
a sex offender.

Aaron Marten Heintzman,
36, charged June 11 with DUII
(controlled substances) and
reckless driving.

See Circuit Court, Page 7

Crossword KEY

Puzzle on page 4

B

R
U
|
R N
E
D

M

|

S
R
E
A
D

&

SUDOKU KEY
Puzzle on page 4
4(6(712[3[1]18]|5]9
115(8]9]|4]|6]2[7]3
913[2])5]|7]|8)1]4]6
61411]719|5])3([2](8
219|3]16(8]4]5(1]7
8|17]1511[2]|3]6[9]4
718|6)415(12]9(3]|1
3121418(1]|9]17[6(5
5111913671482




PAGE 4 |

July 23, 2025 | Lebanon Local

- CROSSWORD —
1 2 3 4 5 6

8 9 10

CLUES ACROSS
1. Measurement (abbr.) 35
4. Returned material 37
authorization (abbr.) 39.
7. Sorting 41

12. Attribute

15. Poked holes in 42.

16. Angers 44
18. Doc 47
19. MLB journeyman pitcher 48

21. Snubs someone 52
27. One might be in distress 56

30. Chair 61
31. Music industry honors (abbr.) 63

34. Owed 65.
CLUES DOWN
1. Skater Lipinksi 29.
2. Data 32.
3. Single step 36
4. Destroyed financially 38
5. Fail to interpret correctly 40.
6. Favad’_: tree found in Brazil 43.
7. Vehicle
8. Limited 44.
9. Old English 45.
10. Aussie golfer Norman 46.
11. Job 51.

12. Loose-fitting undergarments 54,

13. Protected by balancing 55
14. Give up 56

24. 19th letter of Greek alphabet

25. Rounded knob (biology) 60.
. and behold

26. French philosopher Pierre 62
28. Mothers

. Caucasian language
. One thousand (Span.)

Musical style drum and bass

. Evergreen trees native to

warm climates
Begin _: start fresh

. Marshy outlets

. A chicken lays one

. Yemen’s largest city
Dillon 49.

20. Not don’t 50.

Conversion rate
Single Lens Reflex

. Atlanta rapper
24. Where kids bathe 53.

Reduce the importance of

. Faces of buildings

. Something achieved
. Distribute again

33. Dash 64.

Tooth caregiver
007’s creator

Dardic ethnic group
Supports the rudder

. An ugly evil-looking old woman
. Of a fasting time

Filled with passengers
Below the ribs and above
the hips

Binary-coded decimal

51 is a famous one

Goes into a funk

Chief O’Hara actor
Videocassette recorder

. Scored perfectly
. Type of tree

17. Fifth note of a major scale 57.
22. Extravagantly bright S8.
23. Takes dictation 59.

__ Spumante (Italian wine)
Popular commercial “pet”
Supreme god of Ancient
Egyptians

Room in a home

Level: Advanced

ELCA HONOR ROLL

Following are East Linn
Christian Academy students
who have been announced by
the school as having made the

Honor Roll for 2025.
Seniors 4.00

Kamden Bierly, Claire
Devlin, Daisy Lalonde, Blake
Presley, Gabe Schlabach,
Katelyn Williams

Seniors 3.50-3.99

Parker Adams, Ben Baer,
Bella Devlin, Olivia Garber,
Josie Grunerud, Bekah Hatch,
Tanner Henry, Mia Jones,
Blake Knurowski, Lily Mc-
Dowell, Arianna Pirtle, Grey-
sen Sewell, Janessa Stevens,
Paige Warren
Juniors 4.00

Brison Edwards, Chase Fen-
erty, Tati Manner
Juniors 3.50-3.99

Isabella  Albert, Isaiah
Blount, Ally Hatch, Randy
Holmes, Lexy Kauffman, Bai-
ley Kramer, Owen Nofziger,
Bain Pool, Angus Smith, Au-

drey Smith, Asher Taylor
Sophomores 4.00

Erin Davey, Audrey Garber,
Anna Hendry, Ian Schlabach,
Maya Van Dyke
Sophomores 3.50-3.99

Josi Davidson, Abby Garber,
Allison Gilliam, Noah Me-
dellin, Allison Presley, Avery
Runyon, Tessa Salvage, Piper
Sewell, Kai Wallace, Demetri-

us Wilke

Freshmen 4.00

Madi Coleman, Rachel
Hatch, Kaylyn Kauffman,

Madison Kauffman, Dailey
Kirkpatrick, Grady Knurows-
ki, Liam Medford, Ella Stutz-
man
Freshmen 3.50-3.99
Madison Adams, Savannah
Baker, Charli Burns, Parker
Caddick, Marshall Darwood,
Anderson Kropf, Casey May,

Maci Modderman, Karter
Nofziger, Cole Pennington
Eighth Grade 4.00

Ian Miller

Eighth Grade 3.50-3.99

Hadassah  Albert, Lily
Boschee, Ryder Cummings,
Jordan Gilliam, Njoki Githura,
Annie Kizer, Morgan Lalonde,
Ava Mitchell, Ezekiel Wells,
Harry Yanke-Knurowski
Seventh Grade 4.00

Isabelle Brubaker, Jada
Kauffman, Levi Puentes, Ky-
lie Schrock, Westin Walesby,
Cora Wolgamott
Seventh Grade 3.50-3.99

Boaz Angelford, Ryan Baker,
Lucas Davey, Kylie Freeman,
Wesley Geib, Tanu Githura,
Jonah King, Ava Leverich,
Peyton May, Christopher
Means, Erika Pape, Logan
Pennington, Clyde Ruckert,
Cora Teschner, Ean Waid
Sixth Grade 4.00

Serenity Dixon, Eric Miller,
Titus Schlabach
Sixth Grade 3.50-3.99

Henry Branham, Roman
Howard, Grayson Kropf,
Claire Miller, Bryson Mod-
derman, Malachi Nixon, Cash
Nofziger, Jr Smith

EVENTS
From page 3

couraged to visit ODFW's
stamp art competition web-
page for more information on
the contests and to view en-
tries from previous years.

Entries will be accepted
from Aug. 29 until 5 p.m. on
Sept. 26 at the ODFW head-
quarters, 4034 Fairview In-
dustrial Dr., SE, Salem, OR
97302.

For more information on
contest rules and to order
stamps and art prints, visit:
https://www.dfw.state.or.us/
stamp_contest/index.asp

Entries can be mailed
or hand delivered. If you
hand-deliver your entry,

please call ahead to make ar-
rangements at (503) 947-6314.
Stand By Me Day

The annual Stand By Me
Day in Brownsville will be held
Saturday, July 26, throughout
Brownsville. More details to
come.
Tomatofest

The annual Tomatofest will
be held from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
on Saturday, Sept. 27, at the
Lebanon Senior Center, 80
Tangent St. Times are subject
to change.

Taste dozens of varieties of

homegrown tomatoes, swap
seeds or pick up free seeds,
shop local vendors, pick up
homegrown free produce as
available, sample homemade
recipes, bring your garden-
ing questions for master gar-
deners to answer, and watch
demonstrations.

For more information, con-
tact Sheryl Casteen via email
at casteen@aol.com. Do not
call the Senior Center.
Weyerhaeuser grant
cycle now open

Weyerhaeuser is now ac-
cepting applications for its
2025 Giving Fund grant cycle.
Eligible organizations locat-
ed within Oregon operating
communities are encouraged
to apply by Sept. 30. Organi-
zations can learn more and
submit applications at https://
www.weyerhaeuser.com/
company/values/citizenship/
giving-fund/.

Church seeks
hygiene help

Crowfoot Baptist Church
operates a hygiene supply
program for families in need.
They are in need of tooth-
paste, toothbrushes, dental
floss, shampoo and condi-
tioner, deodorant, bar soap,
hand soap, feminine hygiene
products (tampons and pads),
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razors, shaving cream, dish
soap, laundry detergent, bath-
room cleaner, bleach, toilet
paper, garbage bags.

To donate, or for more infor-
mation, call (541) 258-3138, or
visit the church during open
hours (T, W, Th, and Sun from
9 am.to 1 p.m)at 699 Cascade
Drive.

Suicide loss support group

Lebanon Area  Mental
Health Alliance hosts a Sui-
cide Bereavement Support
Group every second Thursday
of the month from 6:30 to 7:30
p.m. at Lebanon Community
Hospital, 525 Santiam Hwy. in
conference room 1 and 2. Park
and enter at the back of the
building.

For anyone who has suf-
fered the loss of a loved one
by suicide, struggles with pre-
vious attempts or attempts
from a loved one, or if suicide
has had an impact on your life.

A licensed mental health
therapist will facilitate the
meetings. For more informa-
tion, contact Dave Butler at
(541) 936-2580 or via email at
dave@lamha.org.

Animal rescue
helpers needed

Linn County Animal Rescue
needs volunteers for its non-
profit work outside Lebanon.
For those interested in a re-
warding time spent with an-
imals, consider joining LCAR
which has horses, minis, cows,
sheep and senior dogs. There
are two shifts a day, morning
and afternoon. Volunteers
can work with the livestock or
dogs, or both.

Donations and sponsor-
ships are also welcomed. For
more information, visit lcar-
horse.org or call (541) 258-
3422.
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PUBLIC SAFETY
From page 2

nonsense,” said he was willing
to fight the officer if he tried to
arrest him, and said he'd poop
in the police car if he was put in
handcuffs, but he would coop-
erate if officer gave him a ride
to Safeway. Officer gave subject
aride to Safeway.

July 13

8:04 am. - Nicholas Scar-
nechia, 31, of Lebanon, arrest-
ed for elude-vehicle, elude-
foot, reckless driving, reckless
endangering, criminal trespass
II, and a warrant. Also cited
for driving while suspended,
driving uninsured. 38900 block
Hwy. 226. Vehicle towed. Re-
port taken.

8:22 am. - Caller believes
nephew’s ex-girlfriend leaving
feces in garage and urinating in
backyard, 800 block W Rose St.

9:44 am - Jesse Mica Baul-
dree, 51, of Scio, arrested on
unspecified warrant, driving
while revoked; cited for driving
uninsured, unsafe lane change
and failure to yield to emer-
gency vehicle, 2200 block S.
Santiam Hwy. Lodged at Linn
County Jail. Report taken.

10:27 a.m. - Caller report-
ed a juvenile carries a gun
and threatened people with it.
Mother keeps a gun in her safe,
but child should not have ac-
cess to it; will change the lock.

2:38 p.m. - Caller reported
theft of bike from side of house,
1100 block W Vine St. Loss val-
ued at $160.

2:42 p.m. - Male said he was

drugged the night before by a
female. Medics responded.

3:01 p.m. - Woman left baby
in car while buying life jacket
in Walmart. Car was running
with AC on. She was counseled
on the dangers.

3:09 p.m. - Anna Lawhon, 75,
of Lebanon, cited for following
too closely following two-ve-
hicle rear-end crash in 33400
block Brewster Rd. Minor inju-
ries reported. Report taken.

3:25 p.m. - Logan Duel Loo-
ney, 22, cited on Polk County
Circuit Court warrant for theft
I

3:51 pm. - Cassandra N.
Johnson, 28, cited on LMC
warrant for contempt - driv-
ing while suspended. Jason
Rober Skyles-Lutzi, 29, taken
into custody on LMC warrant
for FTA on original charge of
driving while suspended, LCSA
warrant for probation violation
DUII, Clackamas County Cir-
cuit Court warrant for FTA on
original charge of driving while
suspended, and LCCC warrant
for DUII and recklessly endan-
gering another person.

6:09 p.m. - Jack Counts, 36, of
Lebanon, cited for unspecified
SHMC warrant, 300 block Rus-
sell St. Report taken.

8:01 p.m. - Caller reported
male whipping dog with its
leash near Mayfly Park.

8:32 p.m. - Katrina Counts,
53, of Lebanon, cited for un-
specified AMC warrant. An-
thony Middleton, 62, of Leba-
non, cited on unspecified LMC
and AMC warrants. 500 block
Weldwood Dr. Report taken.

9:10 p.m. - Fawn Burleson,
40, of Lebanon, arrested for
unspecified warrant, 31100
block Old Santiam Hwy. Report
taken.

9:19 p.m. - Caller reported
driver doing donuts in school
parking lot, 31500 block Sand
Ridge Rd. Driver’s parents noti-
fied of his behavior.

July 12

12:43 a.m. - Crash reported
in 31500 block Stoltz Hill Rd.
Single vehicle collided with
loose cow in road. Report tak-
en. No injuries reported.

1::07 a.m. - Stanley Todd, 60,
of Lebanon, arrested for assault
IV-domestic after report of do-
mestic disturbance in 38700
block Elk Lane. Transported to
Linn County Jail. Report taken.

2:02 am. - Jordyn Tay-
lor-Brown, 22, of Albany, ar-
rested for DUII following sin-
gle-vehicle crash in area of
Denny School Rd./Oak St, Re-
port taken.

4:46 am. - Deputy located
individuals sleeping in private
farm field in 31600 block Sand
Ridge Rd. They were told to
move along and did.

6:27 a.m. - Chloe E. Linares,
24, cited for driving while sus-
pended and driving uninsured,
200 block W Oak St.

8:09 a.m. - Theft of packag-
es reported in 100 block Oak
Lane. Value $50. Investigation
ongoing.

11:27 a.m. - Caller reported
theft of electric bike from in
front of Crossroads Communi-
ties. Loss valued at $2,000.

2:14 p.m. - Driver acciden-

Angelita Sanchez announces run
for local House seat

Sweet Home City Council
member Angelita Sanchez
announced last week that
she will run for the House
District 11 seat after current
Rep. Jami Cate announced a
run for the Oregon Senate.

Sanchez pledged “to bring
common sense, courage, and
rural representation back to
Salem.”

“Our part of Oregon is full
of hard-working families
who feel forgotten,” she said
in a statement. “I am running
to make sure their voices are
heard loud and clear in the
Capitol. We need another
representative who under-
stands our way of life — and
is willing to fight for it”

A seventh-generation Or-
egonian, Sanchez said she
has deep roots in Sweet
Home and the surrounding
communities. Her distant
grandfather Frank Kropf is
the “Father of the Ryegrass
Industry” Her grandfather
Ralph Myers worked in the
mills and gave her the love
of forestry, she said. Sanchez

said she saw what it did to
Myers when the mills closed.
Sanchez said her campaign
will focus on: “protecting ru-
ral jobs and natural resource
industries; defending pa-
rental rights and educational
choice; securing our commu-
nities and standing with law
enforcement; rejecting un-
funded mandates and urban
overreach from Salem; and
putting working Oregonians
- not bureaucrats - first.”
Sanchez has worked in the
legislature the last two years
as an aide to Sen. Cedric
Hayden (R-Fall Creek), who
occupies the District 6 seat
for which Cate is running.
“Angelita has earned my
endorsement for the Oregon
House of Representatives
because she’s proven herself
to be a true grassroots ad-
vocate for the people of her
community,” Hayden said in
the statement issued by San-
chez.
“Not only has she been a
strong voice serving as a City
Councilor in Sweet Home,

Angelita Sanchez

she’s served in our Senate
office as my legislative aide,
engaging in complicated top-
ics like health care, transpor-
tation taxes, and civil rights
for families and people with
disabilities. Her constituent
service work is excellent.
She has earned her place to
serve as a state representa-
tive through her actions and
her heart for the people of
this state.”

tally pushed gas pedal and
crashed into tree at The Oaks.

2:21 p.m. - Caller reported
being scammed by someone
posing as LCSO personnel, ask-
ing for money for a warrant.
34900 block Ede Rd. Investiga-
tion ongoing. Report taken.

3:25 p.m. - Hali Mentzer, 31,
of Lebanon, cited for driving
uninsured, driving without op-
erator’s license. 000 block Mary
St.

7:43 pm. - Edgar Ramos,
32, of Salem, cited for driving
while suspended, 3300 block S.
Santiam Hwy.

8:05 p.m. - Frank James Be-
zuk, 52, cited on LCCC warrant
for FTA on original charge of
possession of methamphet-
amine.

10:50 p.m. - Rachell A. Gan-
drud, 44, cited on LMC warrant
for FTA and LCCC warrant for
FTA on original charge of es-
cape IIL.

July 11

1:43 a.m. - Alexander Anton
Abshere, 30, cited for driving
while suspended and LMC
warrant for contempt of court,
River Rd./Franklin St.

2:23 a.m. - Cyliss Troy James
Hickman 20, cited for driving
while suspended, 2600 block S
Santiam Hwy.

3:18 am. - Angel Cornejo
Flores, 55, of Lebanon, cited for
speeding, 35800 block Hwy. 34.

7:50 a.m. - Deputy recovered
found property reported in
38000 block Golden Valley Dr.

Plastic truck bed tool box con-
taining some old tools left on
caller’s property. Report taken.

9:41 am. - Timothy Loren
Ames Jr.,, 36, taken into custo-
dy on LMC warrant for FTA on
original charge of theft III and
trespass II.

10:23 a.m. - Caller reported
dog attacked him while bicy-
cling by, 200 block Cleveland
St.

11:20 a.m. - Michael Rivers,
33, arrested for attempted kid-
nap ! and rape I, 000 block In-
dustrial Way:.

11:49 am. -  Daniel
Noonchester taken into custo-
dy on Lincoln County Circuit
Court warrants for theft I and
probation violation.

11:55 a.m. - Devin Lewis,
26, cited for speeding 40/25, N
5th/W Qlive Sts.

12:19 p.m. - Teal Lee, 37, cited
for cell phone use and driving
uninsured, N 5th/W Olive Sts.

12:27 p.m. - Caller reported
theft of cans from porch, 100
block E Elmore St.

12:34 p.m. - Trudy Keller, 63,
of Lebanon, cited for driving
while suspended, driving unin-
sured, Santiam Hwy./Truman
St.

2:08 p.m. - Ethaniel Delk, 21,
cited for speeding, S 12th/W
Oak Sts.

2:49 p.m. - Attempted bur-
glary reported in 38900 block
Sodaville Waterloo Dr. Incident

See Public Safety, Page 10
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SAMARITAN

From page 1

spective, tried to make sure
they had all the information.”

Meanwhile, he was working
on an MBA in organization-
al behavior from Marylhurst
University, which he complet-
ed in 2008.

While doing his graduate
work, Cahill lined up an in-
terview with then-Samari-
tan President and CEO Larry
Mullins, who was midway
through his 25-year career
with the organization.

“I just talked to him about
hospital operations, hospital
administration, and we talk-
ed for seven or eight months,
and he hired me and the rest
is history.”

In 2008 Cahill was named
CEO of Samaritan North Lin-
coln Hospital, where he stayed
until 2015, when he took over
as CEO of Samaritan Lebanon
Community Hospital.

He was at SLCH until No-
vember of 2023, when he be-
came senior vice president
and chief operating officer of
Samaritan under Doug Boy-
sen, who had succeeded Mul-
lins.

The day after Christmas
2024, Boysen announced he
was planning to step down
from the role in 2025 and Ca-
hill was named to replace him,
which took place May 19.

He took the helm literally
as turbulence began rippling
through Samaritan’s ranks
and surrounding commu-
nities, including east Linn
County, sparked by talk of
impending closures of some
services in some Samaritan
hospitals, including Lebanon.

Cahill issued a statement a
few days after the talk began
circulating, confirming that
Samaritan administrators had
indeed identified some possi-
ble cuts to general surgery, or-
thopedics, women'’s and chil-
dren'’s services and urology.

Samaritan nurses and oth-
ers held a rally on May 27
outside Samaritan’s corporate
headquarters in Corvallis, and
a change.org petition entitled
“Keep Lebanon’s Birth Center
Open,” launched May 13, list-
ed nearly 3,000 signatures by
July 1.

‘Significant Challenge’

Cahill said Oregon’s hospi-
tals are facing “a significant
challenge right now” due to
increased costs resulting from
tariffs and other factors, and
accompanying difficulties in
collecting  reimbursements
from the government and in-
surance companies.

Plus, there is a growing
shortage of physicians and
nurses, especially those in-
terested in working in rural
settings.

“Probably two-thirds of the
hospitals in the state are ei-

ther performing in the red
- not making money - or
barely breaking even,” Cahill
estimated.

According to Oregon Health
Authority data, Oregon’s 60
acute care hospitals, as a
whole, saw an improvement
in profitable operating margin
(profit made after accounting
for direct costs of earning that
revenue) over the one-year
period ending in the third
quarter of last year, increas-
ing from -$9.7 million to $11.2
million. Samaritan’s recent
numbers, as posted by OHA,
are mixed.

In addition to Lebanon and
Lincoln City, Samaritan oper-
ates Good Samaritan Regional
Medical Center in Corvallis,
Samaritan Albany General
Hospital and Samaritan Pa-
cific Community Hospital in
Newport, all of them acute
care hospitals. Its network
also includes more than 100
clinics.

Of Samaritans five hos-
pitals, according to Oregon
Health Authority data, Leba-
non is the most profitable of
the five hospitals, earning a
profitable operating margin of
$24,414,294 in 2024, continu-
ing a trend of profitability that
extends back to 2014.

North Lincoln and Newport
were also in the black last year,
to a lesser extent, but Albany
and Corvallis finished 2024
with losses that total roughly
$32.3 million, just short of the
roughly $39.6 profitability of
the other three.

Cahill said expenses have
risen “significantly” since the
COVID pandemic “and reim-
bursements are not matching
that.”

“They're flat”

And, he added, “insurers are
taking longer to reimburse us
as well. So not only are we not
getting reimbursed what we
did five years ago, it’s taking
longer to collect on that as
well.

“It's just hard right now. It’s
challenging for Samaritan and
it's challenging for the state;
quite actually, nationally, it's
an issue as well”

Cahill said that although
some Samaritan hospitals are
in the black, the five are inter-
dependent.”

“All five hospitals do a great
job. They provide great care.
They do great things.”

He acknowledged that Leb-
anon is a “successful” opera-
tion with a “positive bottom
line,” but there’s more to the
situation.

The Samaritan group is
interdependent, he said, re-
counting how the system
came together over time: “It
was five independent hospi-
tals that were trying to sur-
vive.”

The Backstory

Samaritan was founded

in 1948 when the Episcopal
Church in Western Oregon
reorganized Corvallis Gener-
al Hospital as a not-for-profit
facility.

In 1997 the current non-
profit came into being when
Corvallis merged with Leb-
anon Community Hospital,
which was founded in 1952
by a community effort led by
local Mennonites and was
managed for decades by Men-
nonite Health Services.

Albany was added in 1999,
followed by North Lincoln
(2001) and Newport (2002).

“They came together main-
ly out of the fact that being
alone was not going to be a
strategy, moving forward, for
them,” Cahill said.

He said that because the
hospitals are now interdepen-
dent, even though in a partic-
ular year one might be doing
well, “we’ve got to look at the
whole, at all five hospitals, be-
cause they're independent.”

“The expense of being an
independent hospital was
too much 25 years ago,” he
said. “Five hospitals that were
within the region recognized
that they could not survive
on their own. So they came
together”

Today, Samaritan empha-
sizes integrated care, provid-
ing patients with coordinat-
ed, comprehensive care that
addresses all aspects of their
health, including medical,
behavioral, and social needs,
through a holistic collabora-
tive team approach that re-
duces fragmentation and du-
plication of care.

It also has the second-larg-
est residency program in the
state, with 112 young doctors
working in its hospitals and
clinics, along with some 650
clinicians.

“We've come together in
a way that we provide great
care in an integrated way,” Ca-
hill said.

Forced Economy

He said that things are
changing, with the financial
difficulties Samaritan is facing
and the organization is being
forced to look for ways to do
more with less.

“What we have to look at
now, I think, is the fact that
reimbursements are flat, hos-
pitals are really struggling to
be sustainable.”

Samaritan serves the ap-
proximately 290,000 residents
in Linn, Benton and Lincoln
counties.

“How can we take care of
290,000 people with the infra-
structure we have in a mean-
ingful, sustainable way?” Ca-
hill asked.

Retiring Practitioners

Then Samaritan is seeing
another problem that’s com-
plicating all of this, Cahill
added: retirements.

“There are more clinicians
retiring today than are being
created in the residency pro-
gram,” he said. “We're seeing
a decline in clinicians. There's
not enough nurses being gen-
erated in the nursing pro-
grams to replace the nurses
that are retiring.”

It’s a complicated problem,
he said, noting that one cause
is that residency programs are
generally capped at the num-
ber of residents they accepted
25 or 30 years ago. Now, as
Baby Boomers retire, “we're
not creating more doctors and
the same is true in the nurs-
ing program.

“We're having more people
retire than we can get educat-
ed and through the process.”

That, he said, is a “bottle-
neck” that won't be solved
even if hospitals can improve
their reimbursement rates.

“There are no easy solu-
tions,” Cahill said.

With the lack of available
practitioners, particularly
those who want to practice in
arural setting,

Samaritan branches are
“all of a sudden competing
against ourselves” in trying to
deliver the same services at
all five hospitals.

“We need more clinicians
and we need them at all five
sites.”

“There are not enough an-
esthesiologists right now, and
there's other constraints.”

Consolidation Solution?

Faced with a shortage of
clinicians and financial short-
falls, Cahill said, the best way
to address the issue would
be to consolidate certain ser-
vices. The most likely pros-
pects are women’s and chil-
dren's services, obstetrics,
general surgery, orthopedics
and urology, the latter being
a “growth strategy" for Samar-
itan.

He noted that for the past
25 years, each of the five hos-
pitals has done “five of every-
thing.”

“We believe consolidating
services is the best way to en-
sure the delivery of those ser-
vices in our system right now,
because we think we can't hire
the staff to man those services
across all five hospitals in a
meaningful way. It's becoming
cost-prohibitive to do that be-
cause there's just not enough
doctors to hire.”

He said the goal would be to
“consolidate services in a safe
way to create higher volumes
at a site in a more sustainable
way, and staff maybe three
units instead of five units.”

For example, Cahill said,
deliveries of babies may take
place in Albany instead of
Lebanon, though mothers
would still visit their OBGYN
practitioners at local clinics
prior to actually giving birth.
Inpatient surgery might take

Marty Cahill

place somewhere other than
Lebanon.

“They'd go see their doctor
every day that can see them,
Monday through Friday, in
the clinic, Cahill said. “If they
had outpatient surgery that
they needed, they would still
get that outpatient surgery in
Lebanon.”

Public Weigh-In on ‘Pro-
posal’

Cahill said a coterie of “cli-
nicians and some administra-
tors and folks” have weighed
the issues and are producing
a proposal that will be intro-
duced to the public in the
near future.

“We've got to talk to internal
stakeholders, external stake-
holders, people that have
interest in this, and get feed-
back from everybody,” he said,
cautioning, “The proposal is
not a plan. There's no decision
made yet on that proposal.”

He said “listening tours” will
be conducted, in which local
residents would be provided
the “data” behind problems
and “we have to do a lot of lis-
tening.”

“This topic is a very emo-
tional topic. And so the first
thing that I want to do, that
the team wants to do, is lis-
ten to everybody, hear the
concerns, and then start to
address those concerns in a
meaningful way with data.
We've got to validate the data
and make sure we have all the
right information, and then
we've got to start to talk to
people about that as well”

Samaritan is willing to pro-
vide speakers for local com-
munity groups and service
clubs interested in discuss-
ing the situation. To connect,
email sustainability@sam-
health.org. Those interested
in voicing their opinion on
prospective closures can do
so by email at actionnetwork.
org/letters/save-our-birth-
centers.

“We're looking for all the
input that we can get,” Cahill
said.
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CIRCUIT COURT
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Hope Rene Hodge, 20,
charged June 18 with assault III.

Kevin Ray Holt, 58, charged
July 8 with DUII (alcohol) and
reckless driving.

Charges against Melissa
Kay Hunter, 38, of unlawful
delivery of methamphetamine,
unlawful possession of cocaine
and recklessly endangering an-
other person were dismissed
without prejudice on May 8.

David Michael Idsinga, 40,
sentenced June 23 to 40 days
jail, 36 mos. supervised pro-
bation and $400 in fines after
pleading no contest to DV un-
lawful use of a weapon and two
counts of DV menacing. Addi-
tional charges of menacing and
harassment dismissed.

Cody William KledzinskKi,
27, charged July 11 with DUII
(liquor), reckless driving, driv-
ing while suspended, recklessly
endangering another person,
and failure to perform duties
of drive when property is dam-
aged.

Kristy Lynne Lacomb-Mc-
Bain, 45, sentenced June 13
to 30 mos. with the Oregon
Dept. of Corrections, 24 mos.
post-prison supervision, five
years supervised probation
and $300 in fines after pleading

guilty to DV assault I and DV
menacing. Strangulation and
harassment charges dismissed.

Caleb Ray Lybarger, 20,
sentenced June 18 to 20 days
jail, 36 mos. supervised proba-
tion and a $200 fine after plead-
ing no contest to luring a minor.
Three counts of sexual abuse I
and a charge of online sexual
corruption of a child II were
dismissed.

Colton Michael McCorKkle,
20, placed in the diversion pro-
gram after pleading no contest
to DUII (liquor) with a .09%
BAC, and sentenced June 13 to
a $265 fine after pleading no
contest to person under 21 pur-
chasing or possessing alcohol.

Patrick Lee McNees, 31,
sentenced June 18 to 120 hours
jail, 18 mos. supervised pro-
bation after pleading guilty
to identity theft and failure to
appear. Theft II and computer
crime charges dismissed.

Heather Dawn Meeks, 36,
sentenced July 10 to one year
revocation of a driver’s license,
35 days jail and 24 mos. super-
vised probation after pleading
no contest to unauthorized use
of a vehicle, escape Il and FTA
[. Another FTA T and two counts
of fleeing were dismissed.

Joshua Kalani Moss, 49,
sentenced June 11 to a $440
fine after pleading no contest

to failure to report as a sex of-
fender.

Abby Leigh Mueller, 21,
charged July 14 with assault
II, unlawful use of a weapon,
menacing and harassment. Bail
set at $500,000.

Charges against Brian Pat-
rick Murphy, 53, of unlawful
delivery of methamphetamine,
unlawful possession of cocaine
and recklessly endangering an-
other person were dismissed
without prejudice on May 9.

Kamara Robinson Olson,
29, ordered on June 27 to pay
restitution after pleading guilty
to criminal mischief I.

Dani Rena Pace, 39, charged
July 9 with four counts of forg-
ery L.

John Ray Porter, 34,
charged July 7 with theft I and
two counts of aggravated iden-
tity theft.

Michael Anthony Rivers,
32, charged July 14 with co-
ercion and attempted sexual
abuse I. Bail set at $25,000.

Daniel Ryan Salo, 40, indict-
ed July 9 on a charge of forgery
I for fraudulent $100 bills.

Caden Alexander Smith,
23, charged July 9 with criminal
mischief I.

Captian Yeauuh Sun, 28,
placed in the diversion pro-
gram after pleading no contest
to DUII (liquor).

Lt. Nunes rises to battalion chief

By Sarah Brown
Lebanon Local

Lebanon Fire District Lt.
Erin Nunes was promoted
to Battalion Chief during the
district’s Board Meeting July
8.

Fire Chief Joseph Rodondi
said that during her 18-plus
years with the LFD, Nunes
“constantly strived” to grow
in increasing responsibili-
ties, added to her education
and skills, volunteered her
time and expertise for oth-
ers, and coordinated many
special events that helped
bind the LFD family - some-
thing that is “noticed and ap-
preciated.”

“Her commitment and
passion to the fire service,
and specifically this organi-
zation and the community, is
unwavering,” Rodondi said.
“It shows in her passion to
influence others - especially
in the Young Women’s Acad-
emy, mentoring those to em-
ulate her success.”

Board Member Dale White
took the opportunity to re-
flect on his experience with
Nunes, watching her prove
her dependability and de-
velop in leadership over the
years.

Nunes thanked her family
for their support.

“My family has been amaz-
ing and really pushed me to
succeed in this organization,”

—

she said. “Without their help,
there’s no way that I could've
done it”

And with that, her daugh-
ter, Sierra Nunes, pinned a
new badge on the battalion
chief’s lapel.

In other business, Chief

Photos by Sarah Brown
John Tacy, Division Chief of Operations, swears in Lt. Erin
Nunes as the new battalion chief of LFD while her children
Davin and Sierra Nunes stand beside her.

Rodondi:

e Swore-in incumbents
Matt Herb, Wyatt King and
Rob Boren;

e Informed the board the
new BLS (Basic Life Support)
ambulance pilot program
has begun.

A charge against Jaime
Mauricio Villa-Uruchima, 40,
of criminal mistreatment I was
dismissed without prejudice
June 12.

Joseph J. Warren, 57, sen-
tenced June 18 to a $200 fine
after pleading no contest to
menacing. Charges of point-
ing a firearm at another and
unlawful use of a weapon were
dismissed.

Joshua Webb, 47, charged
July 8 with burglary I, theft III,
possession of a burglary tool or
theft device, and felon in pos-
session of a restricted weapon.

Troy Steven Williamson,
24, charged June 27 with rob-
bery I, theft III and assault IV.
Bail set at $50,000.

Michael R. Wiltgen, 51,
charged June 26 with unlawful
use of a weapon, menacing and
pointing a firearm at another.

Bryan Matthew Young, 36,
sentenced June 20 to one year
suspension of driver’s license,
48 hours jail, 18 mos. bench
probation and $1,000 in fines
and fees after pleading no con-
test to DUII (liquor). Reckless
driving charge dismissed.

One dead, three injured in crash

An Albany boy was pro-
nounced dead at the scene of
a single-vehicle crash in Leba-
non.

The Linn County Sheriff’s
Office reported they received a
call at about 1 a.m. on June 14
for an accident on Middle Ridge
Drive. The LCSO, Brownsville
Rural Fire District and Leba-
non Fire District responded to
the scene and found the crash
location on a gravel section
of Middle Ridge Drive. It ap-
peared a 2021 Chevrolet pick-
up failed to negotiate a corner
and struck a tree.

Four unidentified teenage
boys - ages 16 and 17, two
from Albany and two from
Lebanon - were in the vehicle
at the time of the crash. It was

determined one of the Alba-
ny boys was ejected from the
vehicle and was pronounced
dead at the scene. The other
boys had serious injuries and
were transported to local area
hospitals. Two of the boys were
transported to Corvallis Good
Samaritan Regional Medical
Center and one boy was trans-
ported to Samaritan Albany
General Hospital.

Sheriff Michelle Duncan said
this accident marks the third
fatal motor vehicle crash in
Linn County handled by LCSO
that week.

The investigation is ongoing.
Anyone with information re-
lated to this incident is asked
to contact Detective Scott Ten-
nant at (541) 967-3950.
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Photos by Sarah Brown
Captain Kimberly Hyde, Officer Zac McKinney, Lt. Taylor Jackson and Lt. Ryan Padua stand
before City Council while Police Chief Frank Stevenson describes the heroic actions McKin-
ney took to save a life.

Officer awarded Lifesaving Medal

By Sarah Brown
Lebanon Local

Lebanon Police Officer
Zac McKinney was honored
during a special presentation
at the City Council meeting
on July 9.

Police Chief Frank Steven-
son explained that Lebanon
Police received a call about
an unconscious 32-year-old
male on June 10. When McK-
inney arrived, he found the
male unresponsive and pur-
ple in color. He found there
was no pulse, so he began
chest compressions and com-
pleted two full rounds of CPR
before medics arrived. The
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I’m here to
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legislation, or to get clarity on
things happening in Salem!

male, at that moment, began
to breathe and medics took
over. After arriving at the hos-
pital, the subject made a full
recovery.

“Throughout the incident,
Officer McKinney demon-
strated composure, decisive
action and unwavering com-
mitment, preserving life,
Stevenson said. “His quick
response and immediate in-
tervention were critical and
directly contributed to saving
the life of this man.”

Stevenson presented McK-
inney with a Citation for Life-
saving and a Lifesaving Medal
for his action.

In other business, the
council:
e Heard from Marilyn

Belcher, who spoke in favor
of an emergency alert system
for the local area;

e Heard a report from Hu-
man Resources;

*Held a public hearing con-
cerning an appeal of a Plan-
ning Commission decision
about code interpretation
regarding whether recre-

ational trails are permitted in
low-density residential zones
(CI-24-01). The council up-
held the Planning Commis-
sion’s decision 5-1; Councilor
David McClain opposed.

Rer.)JamICaTE@ORecONLEGISLATURE.GOVY 503-986-1411
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Visit my Legislative
page to register for
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Photo provided by LFD

Debris from a single-vehicle crash lays in the road while pow-
er lines drape over the truck that caused the damage.

Truck takes out Main St.
hydrant, power pole

First responders respond-
ed to a crash July 13 that re-
sulted in a broken power pole
near Wing Ming’s restaurant.

Lebanon Fire District re-
ported they were dispatched
at approximately 6:30 p.m.
after a vehicle crashed into a
power pole at the corner of
Main and W Elmore streets.

Crews found a pickup truck
had struck a fire hydrant,
sign pole and utility pole be-
fore coming to rest with live
power lines draped over it.
The driver was alert and re-

mained in the truck while
waiting for Pacific Power to
secure the lines. He was then
taken to Lebanon Communi-
ty Hospital.

According to police logs, a
witness saw the driver’s ve-
hicle traveling south when
it suddenly turned west and
collided with the pole. It was
determined the driver, who
was not identified, had a
medical emergency and was
transported to the hospital.

The cause of the crash is
still under investigation.

Firefighters stop old mill vegtation

fire before it reaches structures

Lebanon firefighters were
able to contain a six-acre veg-
etation fire within the city be-
fore it could reach any struc-
tures.

At 8:50 p.m.on June 17, Leb-
anon Fire District responded
to a call for a small vegetation
fire at the old Santiam-Willa-
mette mill site, located east of
Milton Street and west of the
Santiam River.

LFD reported that the in-
cident, initially called in as
a small fire, was quickly up-
graded to a first alarm af-
ter multiple callers reported
heavy smoke visible from
Oak Street. Fire crews gained
access through a locked gate
off Milton Street. Upon arriv-
al, they found approximately
one to two acres burning with
moderate fire behavior and
no immediate threat to near-
by structures or exposures.

Due to the rough terrain
and limited access within

the area, crews were unable
to conduct a direct mobile
attack. Instead, firefighters
implemented a containment
strategy using the existing
wide roadways surrounding
the fire. Favorable weather
conditions allowed the fire to
be safely boxed in on all four
sides. Firefighters implement-
ed a strategic backburn op-
eration to further assist with
containing the fire.

After the fire's forward
progress was stopped, crews
established a secure wetline
around the entire perimeter
and worked to cool internal
hotspots using hand tools and
backpack sprayers.

The fire burned close to
six acres, with no structures
threatened or injuries report-
ed. It took about two-and-a-
half hours to complete the
work.

The cause of the fire re-
mains under investigation.
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Photo provided by LFD
The 2007 Pierce fire engine is loaded up and ready to head
to Nevada.

ENTEK gives LFD a lift

Lebanon Fire District ex-
pressed its gratitude after
ENTEK offered to transport a
fire engine to Nevada for ret-
rofitting, an offer that saves
the district thousands of dol-
lars.

The fire district is sending
their 2007 Pierce fire engine
to Fire Trucks Unlimited in
Henderson, Nev, where it
will undergo a complete re-
furbishment.

According to a press re-
lease, the collaboration began
with a family conversation
between LFD Battalion Chief
Blaine Suing and his father,
Marty Suing, ENTEK’s Di-
rector of Fabrication. When
Blaine mentioned that the
district needed to transport
the truck to Henderson, Mar-
ty saw an opportunity to help.

“When my son told me
they were planning to drive
it down themselves, I remem-
bered ENTEK has a manufac-
turing facility in Henderson,”
Marty told LFD. “1 brought
the idea to our owner, Larry
Keith, and he didn't hesitate
- he immediately saw it as a
chance to give back.”

Fire Chief Joseph Rodondi
told Lebanon Local that Shov-
el Ready Trucking in Lebanon

makes trips to ENTEK’s Hen-
derson facility, so it made
sense to ENTEK leaders to
help LFD in this way.

The engine retrofit will in-
clude a full rebuild of the en-
gine, transmission and pump,
along with new paint and up-
holstery to restore both the
interior and exterior.

With the cost of new fire
engines increasing by 17-21%
annually since 2020, budget-
ing for replacements has be-
come increasingly difficult,
LFD reported. Refurbishing
the engine will extend its ser-
vice life at roughly one-third
the cost of purchasing a new
unit.

LFD stated that the trip
to Nevada would have been
costly and logistically chal-
lenging for the agency.

“This is a wonderful ex-
ample of a public-private
partnership and helps us be
fiscally responsible to our
taxpayers,” Lebanon Fire Dis-
trict Fire Chief Joseph Rodon-
di said. “Getting that vehicle
to Henderson would have
been a significant expense for
the district. ENTEK’s support
saves us thousands of dollars
- resources we can now dedi-
cate elsewhere.”
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nonprofit, your care

— not profit —
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Train art stands guard at chamber

By Sarah Brown
Lebanon Local

The Lebanon Chamber of
Commerce held a special rib-
bon cutting ceremony to cele-
brate a fence.

Rebecca Grizzle, the cham-
ber’s executive director, ex-
plained during the June 20
ceremony that as the chamber
was renovating its building,
staff realized they would need
the addition of a fence to pro-
tect the updated property.

The chamber approached
Rick Franklin of Albany &
Eastern Railroad to see if he
would provide a fence around
the building, adding that he
could include a plaque with
information about the rail-
road. Franklin went a step fur-
ther - actually several steps
further, “because Rick doesn't
do anything small” Grizzle
said - and designed a fence
commemorating his compa-
ny’s Santa Maria 205 steam
engine train.

The  intentionally-rusted
metal sheet fence features
a cutout of the Santa Maria
with its iconic steam ribbon-
ing above the rail cars.

“He could have done the
minimum, but (instead)
over-delivered in the most
spectacular way,” Grizzle said.
“We're proud to call this piece

EnergyTrus

of Oregon

Photo by Sarah Brown

Rebecca Grizzle, fourth from right, cuts the ribbon for the
chamber’s new fence. With her are, from left, chamber am-
bassadors Cindy Ongers, Kathy Gay, Nancey West; Nancy
Randall and Jacob Snodgrass of Albany & Eastern Railroad;
and chamber ambassadors Jenni Grove, Betty Schmidt and

Adrienne Irwin.

of art part of Lebanon’s story.”

Jacob Snodgrass, general
manager of Albany & Eastern
Railroad, was present at the
ribbon cutting. He shared the
company’s dream of provid-
ing a family-friendly activity
to Lebanon that would attract
others to the city. That vision
resulted in Santiam Excursion
Trains, something they believe
brings positivity to the com-
munity, he said.

WHEN IT COMES

TO SAVING MONELY,

YOUR HOME HAS
A LOT TO SAY.

TAKE THE ONLINE HOME ENERGY ASSESSMENT
To learn more, visit www.energytrust.org/assessment.

“Already we have people
that are coming, checking
it out, taking selfies with it
Grizzle said of the new fence.
“It is stunning.”

It’s a functional piece of art
that, according to Grizzle, was
a costly endeavor donated to
the chamber.

“Thanks to Rick for his vi-
sion, his generosity and his
heart for this community,’
Grizzle said.
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Jami Cate announces she will run for state Senate seat

Rep. Jami Cate announced
last week that she is running
for the Oregon Senate District
6 seat, currently occupied by
Cedric Hayden, whose term
ends in January 2027.

Oregon’s primary election
is May 19, 2026, 10 months
after Cate’s announcement
on July 19.

Cate has represented state
House District 11, which in-
cludes all of Linn County ex-
cept for Albany, Millersburg
and Tangent, and Jefferson
and Marion in Marion Coun-
ty, since 2021.

A fifth-generation farm-
er from rural Lebanon, Cate
said in a statement that she
will bring “common-sense
leadership, deep community
roots, and commitment to
rural values to the State Sen-
ate”

“Rural Oregon deserves
a voice that fights for our
farms, forests, and freedoms,’

said Cate. “As your state

representative, I've stood
firm against overregulation
and Portland-driven agen-
das, advocating for wildfire
recovery, agriculture, and
accountable governance. I'm
running for Senate District 6
to continue this work, ensur-
ing our communities thrive
for the next generation.”

Among her accomplish-
ments in office, Cate said she
has been a leader in wildfire
recovery efforts, pushed for
accountability at every turn,
and defended constitutional
rights.”

Her list of priorities, if
elected, includes:

e Protecting Rural Econo-
mies: Supporting agriculture,
timber, and small businesses
by reducing regulatory bur-
dens.

e Wildfire Prevention and
Recovery: Advancing mean-
ingful forest management to
protect communities from
future wildfires.

Jami Cate

e Fiscal Responsibility: Op-
posing new taxes and de-
manding transparency in
state spending, including
ODOT and other misman-
aged agencies.

e Standing up for the Un-
born: Continuing to be an
unabashed defender of those
who do not have a voice, Jami
Cate is the author of the only
pro-life legislation that has
actually passed the Legisla-

ture in recent history, and
has always been endorsed by
Oregon Right to Life.

e Preserving Freedoms: De-
fending Constitutional and
Second Amendment rights
with proven results.

In addition to running a
grass seed farm, Cate has
also been a longtime member
of the Lebanon Strawberry
Festival, including serving as
board chair and association
treasurer; and has served in
various leadership capacities
with the Lebanon Museum
Foundation; the Oregon Tall
Fescue Commission; and the
Lebanon Community Foun-
dation.

Cate listed nearly 30 en-
dorsements from local poli-
ticians and law enforcement
officials in her candidacy an-
nouncement.

Sen. Fred Girod, who for-
merly represented much
of Linn County before re-
districting moved east Linn

County out of Senate District
9, described Cate as “smart,
articulate, and a counter-
weight to Portland's extreme
liberal agenda.”

“I trust her to support our
rural way of life. She simply is
the best.”

Linn County Commis-
sion Chair Roger Nyquist
said: “When our community
needs something, Jami Cate
is there, every time. I am hon-
ored to endorse her and am
committed to helping her get
elected. Jami will be a strong
voice for Linn County and ru-
ral Oregon in the Senate.”

“Tami Cate was a leader in
pushing back on the horrific
drawdowns at Green Peter
and Lookout Point Dams, and
the damages they've caused
our communities,” said Leba-
non Mayor Kenneth Jackola.
“ She has worked to keep our
citizens informed to help am-
plify our voices.”

By Sarah Brown
Lebanon Local

Mark McAllister, board
director of the Lebanon
Aquatic District, resigned
suddenly from his position
on June 16.

Board Chair Kim Kend-
all, when she made the an-
nouncement at that night’s
regular meeting, said he
informed her he'd made the
decision a few months ago
to resign.

McAllister told Lebanon
Local he grew up swimming
and lifeguarding, and today
continues to use the Leba-
non pool regularly. Six years
ago he decided to serve a

Pool director resigns

four-year term. When that
term was up, he ran for a
second term.

“I did six years on the
board,” McAllister said. “I
felt I did my duty and it's
time to step down.”

During his time on the
board, he said he worked
hard with other board mem-
bers and staff to fundraise
for much-needed pool im-
provements which threaten
the pool’s continued use. He
is passionate about keeping
the pool open.

“I wish them the best.
Lebanon needs the pool,” he
said.

PUBLIC SAFETY
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documented.

3:00 pm. - Caller reported
theft of winning lottery ticket,
800 block W Carolina St.

4:16 p.m. - Report taken for
theft of phone from car, 1300
block Franklin St. Loss valued
at $800.

5:41 pm. - Crash reported
in area of Blueberry Hill/Stoltz
Hill roads. According to LCSO,
Leon Nissen, 20, of Monroe,
was riding a Ninja Street bike
when another vehicle pulled
out in front of him, causing him
to turn towards the ditch and
crash. Minor injuries and no
citations issued. Report taken.

6:55 p.m. - John Cole, 47, of
Lebanon, arrested on felony
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warrant, for harassment after
report of disturbance in 38700
block Lacomb Dr. Report taken.

8:39 p.m. - Caller said sub-
ject intentionally ran over a jar
of peanut butter; caller found
large globs of peanut butter
on her house and believes he
threw it there, 1400 block S 5th
St.

9:07 p.m. - Caller reported
fight involving six people, 300
block W Rose St. Argument
was over men using women’s
restroom.

9:18 p.m. - Theft reported in
31100 block Old Santiam Hwy.
According to LCSO, situation
appeared to be ongoing civil
issues, and suspect reportedly
stole the lug nuts off of disput-
ed vehicle to prevent the vehi-
cle from leaving. Report taken.
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July 10

8:24 a.m. - LPD assisted LFD
with call regarding transients
starting fire on old mill site, 800
Milton St. Shania Little Sims,
27, cited on Benton County
Circuit Court warrant.

8:57 am. - Caller report-
ed green cardboard box near
railroad tracks near Rite Aid.
Caller didn't want to open it be-
cause “it could be nothing, but
you never know these days.”
Officer found box containing
unconcerning items; wind blew
it into the canal.

10:08 a.m. - Caller said for-
mer tenant abandoned pet rab-
bit and now neighbor is trying
to kill it with pitchfork.

11:33 am. - Maria Crow,
45, cited for speeding, 73/55,

See Public Safety, Page 11
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Sodaville mayor suggests ‘exempt well’ option

By Sarah Brown
Lebanon Local

Sodaville Mayor Brian Lew-
is told the City Council during
its June 19 meeting there
might be a loophole to drill
an “exempt well”

He learned from a drilling
company the city could drill
a new well and call it an ex-
empt well, which might yield
the city up to 15,000 gallons
per day. According to ORS
537.545, an exempt well
doesn't require a water right
permit for certain specified
uses.

Lewis was informed that
Well 3 is likely the best wa-
ter, and there’s a new well
already being drilled 500
feet away. Wells in that area
produce 40-50 gallons a min-
ute, he said. Well 3 had been
re-drilled to 285 feet deep,
which is believed to be too
deep. He thinks if they could
drill another well and hook it
into the city’s piping for Well
3, they might be able to pull
15,000 gallons a day.

Lewis said he will do more
research to make sure these
ideas are legal.

“If we could drill another
well and use it as our exempt
well and draw 15,000 gallons

a day, that would really help,”
he said.

During the July 17 meeting,
Lewis provided an update.

The family drilling a well
500 feet from Well 3 went
down 120 feet and are pump-
ing 106 gallons per minute.
Before the city drilled Well 3
deeper, it was pulling 50 gal-
lons per minute; now it’s pull-
ing 30 gallons per minute, he
said.

In other business:

e Lewis reported the state
is allowing a two-year exten-
sion on a grant. A few years
ago the city was awarded a
$367,000 grant for the Well
6 project. A portion has been
used, but access to the re-
maining funds expired June
15. The city was trying to re-
write the grant application
so it could be used for water
hauling, if needed.

eResident Gary Hahn asked
the council if they can do any-
thing about the dust on Vine
Street. Staff said they would
look at what dust suppression
for roads in need would cost.
Burns reported he received
a $10,000 estimate to cover
two dusty roads with lignins.
He will look at other options,

The Sodaville City Council conducts business during its reg-
ular meeting on June 19.

such as Earthbind.

¢ Burns reported the city is
now on water restrictions and
they will begin water hauling
on Aug. 1.

* McGuire reported the city
and volunteers spent a work
day on June 14 to place partial
fencing around the basketball
court. The council scheduled
a work day to finish installing
the fence on Aug. 2 at 8 am.

* Burns reported May and
June's water loss were both at
11%.

e The council approved a
purchase of a well sounder
that can read the static water
levels in wells; cost is $1,445.
Burns said it will help him
monitor and manage the wa-
ter in the city better. Current-
ly the city pays a third party
to do the measurements, but
the city could perform the
tests as often as it likes if it
owns its own, Burns said.

e The council adopted a
§700,921 budget for fiscal
year 2025-2026.

¢ The council approved the
division of a property lot at
30767 Alder St.

¢ The council accepted a
$50,000 grant from the Safe
Drinking Water Revolving
Loan Fund from SIPP for the
city’s Water Master Plan up-
dated. The money will put the
city in a stronger position to
obtain future grants.

¢ The council discussed se-
curity camera replacement
options for the park and City
Hall.

e McGuire gave an update
about stolen water. A man
had taken water from a hy-
drant in Lebanon that is re-
served only for the City of So-
daville; the city is charged for
all water used there. The man
apparently told Lebanon he
was given permission to fill
his truck with the water so he
could fill his pool. The City of
Lebanon will credit Sodaville
for the stolen water.

¢ The council discussed op-
tions for a residence that has
very overgrown weeds.

¢ The council scheduled a
work session to review wa-
ter rate increases for Aug. 6
at 5:30 p.m. The next council
meeting will be Aug. 25 at 7
p.m.

PUBLIC SAFETY
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35100 block Hwy. 34.

11:50 a.m. - Caller reported
theft of phone that was left at
Marathon gas station.

1:35 p.m. - John Michael Mei-
ris, 62, cited on LCCC warrant
for probation violation.

2:24 p.m. - Caller reported
hit and run by Fed Ex truck on
parked car, 600 block S Main St.

2:51 p.m. - Jonathan Wayne
Springs, 19, cited for driving
while suspended, 500 block N
Santiam Hwy.

3:21 pm. - Jacquelyn Ann
Mattson, 32, cited for failure
to obey traffic control device,
near Safeway:.

3:33 pm. - Tracy Lynn
Flores-Rosas, 61, cited for cell
phone use while driving, 1500
block S Main St.

4:14 p.m. - Caller reported hit
and run near Walmart.

4:29 p.m. - Kalista Faith Scott,
21, cited for no valid license
and driving uninsured, W Car-
olina/S 6th Sts.

5:16 p.m. - Kevin Dee Price
Jr., 33, cited for failure to use
seatbelt, E Sherman/S Main
Sts.

6:29 p.m. - Report taken for
theft of electric scooter, 500
block W Oak St. Loss valued at
$175.

9:06 p.m. - Caller reported hit
and run on parked car in EN-
TEK parking lot.

9:54 pm. - Bradley Mark

Springer, 64, cited for driving
while suspended, S 3rd/W Oak
Sts.

11:12 p.m. - Emmanuel Ale-
jandro Cortes, 38, cited for
driving uninsured, 2600 block
S Santiam Hwy.

July 9

11:16 a.m. - Donald Brady,
37, of Lebanon, arrested on
LMC warrant, 30900 block
Santiam Hwy. Report taken.

11:24 a.m. - John Rios, 29, of
Lebanon, cited for driving un-
insured, failure to register ve-
hicle, 5100 block Santiam Hwy.

12:55 p.m. - Credit card fraud
reported in 33000 block Sand
Ridge Dr. Total loss reported as
$2,518.37. Report taken.

2:11 p.m. - Deputy responded
to complaint about baseballs
being hit onto caller’s proper-
ty from neighboring property
in 36200 block Cold Springs
Rd. Deputy mediated situation.
Non-criminal.

2:58 p.m. - Vehicle burglary
reported in 33100 block Ten-
nessee Rd. Deputy took re-
port of missing diaper bag and
purse from vehicle.

4:41 p.m. - LCSO responded
to report from unhappy res-
ident that tree trimmers dis-
patched by utility company
had “butchered” her trees in
35500 block Truelove Dr. Civil
matter.

7:58 p.m. - Suicidal subject
transported to hospital per
their request, 300 block Gilbert
St.

July 8

8:04 a.m. - Caller reported
son was drinking last night and
this morning there is blood ev-
erywhere, 400 block S Main St.
Officer found blood on ground
and blankets outside. Medics
said son seemed intoxicated,
disoriented and lost a lot of
blood. Not sure whether it was
assault.

8:16 a.m. - Travis Peters, 24,
of Lebanon, cited for driving
uninsured, 3300 block S. San-
tiam Hwy.

9:05 a.m. - Caller reported
subject yelling “you killed the
family” and “where’s the wood
to burn the bodies.” Eddie Zarr,
46, cited on warrants with LMC
and LCCC.

2:00 p.m. - Lynette Irene
Johnson, 46, cited on warrants
with LJC, LMC, SHMC and Linn
County.

2:56 p.m. - Brian Claude Hall,
50, cited for failure to carry
proof of insurance, 2000 block
S Santiam Hwy.

3:19 pm. - Carolyn Louise
Coleman, 49, cited for felony
elude, fail to carry and present,
driving while suspended and
driving uninsured, Mary/N 5th
Sts.

7:25 p.m. - Andre Alvarez, 19,
of Albany, cited for speeding,
78/55, 35100 block Hwy. 34.

9:40 p.m. - Camryn Eilers, 20,
of Lebanon, cited for speeding,
75/55, Hwy. 34/Agan Rd.

11:40 p.m. - Deputies re-
sponded to report of domes-

tic disturbance in 37600 block
River Rd. One individual taken
into custody on police officer
hold. Report taken.

July 7

12:12 am. - Angel Manuel
Salinas, 22, arrested for DUII,
Denny School Rd./Oak St.

12:23 am. - Jesus Antonio
Aguellar, 22, of Lebanon, cited
for driving without valid oper-
ator’s license, Hwy. 34/Denny
School Rd.

1:17 a.m. - Caller following
“highly intoxicated” male walk-
ing down Grant Street and hit-
ting meters with stick.

3:44 a.m. - Shay Kepler, 28, of
Sweet Home, cited on warrant,
2600 block S. Main St.

11:25 a.m. - Caller report-
ed losing backpack from truck
along Santiam Hwy and later
noticed $100 transaction from
debit card.

12:06 p.m. - Ricky Leon Size-
more, 69, given 30-day exclu-
sion from city parks for alcohol
use at Ralston Park.

2:23 p.m. - Lorenzo Cisneros,
39, of Lebanon, cited for failure
to renew vehicle registration,
Airport/Main roads.

5:59 p.m. - Caller reported
hit and run on parked car in
Walmart parking lot.

9:20 p.m. - Officer responded
to two-car crash involving hit
and run, S 2nd/W Sherman Sts.
Witnesses said passengers in
car that was at fault abandoned
car and ran off.

10:25 p.m. - Officers assisted

LCSO with suicidal subject who
had sword.

11:26 p.m. - Caller report-
ed couple fighting in Safeway
parking lot. Male broke bottle
and raised it toward female.
July 6

12:59 a.m. - Jenny Sue Biggs,
51, cited for driving uninsured,
S Williams/E Ash Sts.

3:36 a.m. - Tyrel Glenn Atte-
bery, 44, cited on BCCC war-
rant for FTA on original charge
of reckless endangerment,
criminal mischief II and reck-
less driving.

3:47 a.m. - Antiwinette Her-
gert, 53, of Sweet Home, cited
for speeding, 75/45, Brewster
Rd./Eddings Lane.

3:49 a.m. - Deputies assisted
Lebanon police and K9 to take
Travis Pressey, 47, into custo-
dy for multiple warrants, 400
block Tangent St. Transported
to Linn County Jail.

3:59 a.m. - Travis Earl Pressey,
47, arrested on LCCC warrant
for criminal mischief II, OSPB
warrant for parole violation,
and LMC warrant for FTA.

12:35 p.m. - Caller reported
theft of wallet from car, 600
block E Carolina St.

2:34 p.m. - Officer respond-
ed to two-car crash, 400 block
Tangent St. Witnesses said car
swerved into U-Haul traveling
in opposite direction. Forrest
Manuel Woodward, 31, cited
for driving while suspended

See Public Safety, Page 15
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City Coun

By Sarah Brown
Lebanon Local

The Lebanon City Coun-
cil held its first meeting in its
new location in the community
room at the Lebanon Public Li-
brary, 55 Academy St., on June
11.

Councilor Michelle Steinheb-
el said she likes the new setup,
adding that a lot of technology
went into the building to make
it a successful move. The room
provides more seating for the
public, and the acoustics are
improved from the council’s
former location, the Santiam
Travel Station.

“I think this building is more
fitting for a City Council than
the old train station; even if
our roots are kind of there,” she
said. “I think this is the next
step in the growth of the city”

City Manager Ron Whitlatch
pointed out the city’s remain-
ing American Rescue Plan Act
monies helped fund the move,
and the new dias and tables
were built by inmates at the
Oregon Department of Correc-
tions.

Development code disagree-
ments

After more than a year of re-
fining a proposed amendment
to the city’s development code
related to a recently adopted
housing production strategy,
the council found itself in a tie
when the time came to vote on
the ordinance and finally put
the matter to bed.

The housing production
strategy is a state-required
document created by the city
to identify how the city would
promote housing production.
The development code amend-
ment before the council on this
day outlined how the city in-
tended to implement the pol-
icy, Community Development
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The City Council conducts its first meeting in the public
library’s community room, which provides more seating and

better sound for the public.

Director Kelly Hart explained.

The city met multiple times
with consulting firm MIG Inc.
and local stakeholders over the
course of a year to help guide
decisions made on the amend-
ment.

Darci Rudzinski, with MIG
Inc., provided an overview of
the project, which included:

e Allowing small lot sin-
gle-unit homes and cottage
clusters;

* Removing infill design stan-
dards;

e (Clarifying manufactured
dwelling parks standards;

e Allowing tiny homes on
wheels under certain condi-
tions;

e Updating affording housing
bonuses;

¢ And other code “clean up”
items.

Councilor David McClain
took the opportunity to express
his opposition to the matter
by reading from a prepared
statement, noting also that he
is speaking up on what he be-
lieves his constituents - the
residents of Lebanon - would
want.

“I keep hearing we must do
this to solve a housing crisis,’
he said. "I would like to think

we get to determine our own
destiny and our own crisis.”

McClain gave a nod to those
who've put in the effort to de-
velop long-range plans for the
city, but likened out-of-town
policymakers as a team of foxes
acting as security for a chicken
coop.

“Becoming a city of renters
instead of homeowners was
not the vision of our city fa-
thers, but instead has become
the vision of developers and in-
vestors,” he said.

McClain said in the past 10
years he has witnessed “sub-
stantial growth,” including
more apartments and fewer
houses that fail to solve the
city’s issues. His stance is that
the city should encourage
home ownership and stay away
from denser development that
he believes will create more
problems than solutions.

“I do not believe for a second
it will make housing more af-
fordable or more available for
the lower income, or solve any
homelessness issue,” he said.

Councilor Dave Workman
said he agreed with McClain’s
statement, but said it’s too late
to do anything without “run-
ning afoul of legislation,” which

cil holds first meeting in new location

MIG Project Manager Darci Rudzinski, seen on the screen,
waits for council approval on an amendment to the city’s
development code while Councilor Michelle Steinhebel and
City Manager Ron Whitlatch go over notes.

has mandated these policies.

McClain and Councilor Dom-
inic Conti voted against the or-
dinance, while Workman and
Councilor Carl Mann approved
it. Councilor Jeremy Salvage
was absent, and Steinhebel
stood in as council president
while Mayor Kenneth Jackola
was away. Steinhebel voted as
the tie-breaker to approve the
ordinance.

“While I don't agree with ev-
ery single thing, actually, in the
housing production strategy
that we have tonight, I will say
I also feel that I represent Leba-
non,” Steinhebel said.

She added that younger gen-
erations face different issues
than older generations, and
many of the proposed options
are the only entry point option
they have.

“Ibelieve it's important for us
to provide those opportunities,”
she said.

In other business, the coun-
cil:

e Held a work session to re-
view the city’s Strategic Plan
and hear an update on legisla-
tive affairs;

e Approved a two-year re-
newal contract with Municipal
Judge Gerald Waite;

* Approved the annexation of
4.82 acres on S 5th Street;

¢ Approved a $95.6 million
budget for the 2025-2026 fiscal
year, with a total expenditure
budget of $66.7 million;

¢ Approved a number of fund
resolutions as the council,
Budget Committee and Urban
Renewal Agency Budget Com-
mittee;

e Heard from Police Chief
Frank Stevenson who provided
an overview of the police de-
partment’s tow rotation policy.
During this time, he explained
the city began seeing an in-
crease in abandoned RVs, trail-
ers and boats a few years ago.
It was reported that abatement
of the vehicles can cost up to
$5,000, and the police depart-
ment had trouble finding tow
companies to remove them.

e  Whitlatch mentioned
during the work session that
city staff are evaluating the fea-
sibility of reopening the munic-
ipal jail. A work session on the
matter will be held in July.
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Work session fleshes out whati is needed to reopen jail

By Sarah Brown
Lebanon Local

The City Council held a
work session on July 9 ad-
dressing one of the City of
Lebanon’s goals outlined in
the Strategic Plan for 2025-
2029: the feasibility of re-
opening the jail.

Police Chief Frank Steven-
son provided data and histor-
ical information about the jail
and City Manager Ron Whit-
latch presented funding op-
portunities before the council
began discussing options.

Stevenson clarified that the
jail in Lebanon is intended
for holding people who are
charged with Lebanon misde-
meanor crimes, such as theft,
assault, trespass, harassment,
disorderly conduct, criminal
mischief and driving offences.

“It provides local account-
ability for misdemeanor-lev-
el offenses,” Stevenson said.
“We're talking about commu-
nity safety. It's holding indi-
viduals accountable.”

The Lebanon jail was built
in 2009 with the anticipation
of being fully staffed with six
corrections officers, but “we
never got there, due to fund-
ing,” Stevenson said. For 14
years, it was run by patrol of-
ficers, resulting in the limita-
tion of patrol functions. A pa-
trol officer had to return back
to the jail every hour to check
on the inmates, leaving one
other patrol officer patrolling
the city.

That, Stevenson said, ulti-
mately decreased the safety of
the patrol officer on the road
as well as increased the liabil-
ity of adults in custody who
were essentially left alone.

For several months in 2020,
the jail and court were closed.
The jail then resumed oper-

Photos by Sarah Brown

City Council and staff look to Police Chief Frank Stevenson,
far right, as he provides information about the municipal jail.

ations until the end of 2022,
but with limitations. It was
in 2023 when the decision
was made to close the jail for
a number of reasons, such as
low staffing and the inability
to reach ORS and CIS operat-
ing requirements.

Since 2023, three other mu-
nicipal jails in Oregon have
closed, leaving only three left
in the state. Much of that was
due to legal demands placed
on the system, such as medi-
cal and staffing requirements.

Stevenson reported that
during the past five years,
calls for service increased
11%, misdemeanor cases in-
creased 30% and warrants
issued increased 52%. Also,
there’s an average of 68% of
“failure to appear” incidents
since 2022.

“So it’s just a cycle right
now,” he said. “We're going
out, were conducting busi-
ness, were trying to hold
people accountable for their
actions, but it’s just not being

Before the jail's closure, if
a warrant was issued for fail-
ure to appear, Lebanon police

would locate the subject and
put him in the municipal jail
until his next court date. Now,
essentially, people are just be-
ing given a piece of paper to
go to court, and if they don't
go, then they get another
piece of paper, he said.

“There’s no teeth to it,” Ste-
venson said.

If the jail were fully staffed
as originally planned, pro-
cessing arrests and court
appearances would be more
efficient, more officers would
be on patrol, and support ser-
vice referrals would be more
accessible to those who need
it, he said.

The chief provided a break-
down of estimated funding
currently needed to reopen
and operate the jail: $825,000
for six correction officers,
$75,000 for a required health-
care provider, $30,000 for
insurance, $317,200 for op-
erational costs such as cloth-
ing, meals and maintenance.
That’s approximately $1.2
million.

So how does Lebanon get
there?

City Manager Ron Whit-

latch provided the three op-
tions before them:

Operational levy - An op-
tion that would be put be-
fore the voters. Whitlatch
pointed out that the current
General Obligation Bond for
the library and justice center
comes to an end in June 2027.

According to Finance Direc-
tor Brandon Neish, taxpayers
are paying about $1.15 per
$1,000 of assessed value on
the bond. Once that bond is
paid off and - if agreed upon
by voters - essentially re-
placed with this operation-
al levy, taxpayers would pay
about 78-cents per $1,000.

Increase the City Services
fee - This would require about
§12 to $14 additional per
month per water service bill
and, Whitlatch said, is not a
palatable option.

Reduce city services - To
reach the needed $1.2 million,
the amount of services that
would need to be cut (library,
senior center, et al) is “pretty
daunting and not very palat-
able,” Whitlatch said.

Though he acknowledged
it's a difficult (if not impos-
sible) number to nail down,
Councilor Dave Workman
pressed for some sort of an-
swer that quantifies how
much citizens are paying to
not have the jail open.

“The deterioration of the
quality of life caused by the
people who just keep going
out there is a number we can't
quantify, but it’s affecting the
quality of everybody’s life....
That’s not a safe way for our
citizens to live and I think it’s
something we need to ad-
dress”

Councilor David McClain
asked how the budget has
changed in the past 10 years,

to which Stevenson explained
the budget hasnt changed
based upon the jail, but what
it would cost to operate the
jail based on state-required
standards “requires that ex-
tra” bit.

“Part of this is you've got
inflationary costs since it's
been open, but they were
running the jail with their pa-
trol staff” Whitlatch added.
“There never was dedicated
corrections officers for the
jail when it opened. They just
made it work, and now we're
up against the wall where CIS
(insurance) says no you can’t
do it that way, and Oregon re-
vised statutes says the same
thing.”

Based on a question posed
by Mayor Ken Jackola, it was
determined it would take
about two years to get the jail
open if the city went forward
with a levy on the ballot and
to hire and train additional
officers.

“I think really the only op-
tion for us is an operational
levy, in my opinion,” Jackola
said. “I don't think the people
have an appetite for increased
service fees.... If we did a levy,
wed actually see what the ap-
petite of the city is for having
ajail”

Lebanon Local later asked
during the regular City Coun-
cil meeting whether the coun-
cil may intend to impose more
City Service fees for the jail if
voters turned down the oper-
ational levy.

“I think if your operations
levy didn't pass, then you got
the word from the community
in that, and so to turn around
and raise your City Service
Fee, I'm not sure that would
bode very well” Whitlatch
said.
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REAL ESTATE SOLD

Following are Lebanon,
Sweet Home, and Browns-
ville area real estate transac-
tions recorded with the coun-
ty during late June and July
2025. These are not properties
for sale, and some transac-
tions may represent a change
in ownership within a family
or corporation. Properties are
listed by address, property/
residence size and purchase
price:

2867 Hazel Dr., Lebanon;
1165 sq.ft., One story, three
bedroom, 1 % bath built in
1964; 0.37 acres; $355,000.

1520 David Dr., Lebanon;
additional details not listed;
0.23 acres; $430,000.

2443 Roll Tide Ct., Leb-
anon; additional details not
listed; 0.29 acres; $670,000.

1462 Strawberry Ridge.,

2345 S. Santiam Hwy
Lebanon, OR 97355

Sweet Home; 2190 sq.ft,
Two story, three bedroom,
2 Y% bath built in 1995; 0.45
acres; $335,000.

26945 Gap Rd., Browns-
ville; 660 sq.ft., One story
with attic, two bedroom, one-
bath built in 1946; 3.56 acres;
$420,000.

33920 Tallman Rd., Leb-
anon; 1461 sq.ft., One sto-
ry, three bedroom, two-bath
built in 1973; 2.18 acres;
$575,150.

415 Ash St., Lebanon;
1313 sq.ft., One story, three
bedroom, two-bath built in
1965; 0.17 acres; $360,000.

2444 Phillips Way., Leb-
anon; 2290 sq.ft., Two story,
four bedroom, 2 %2 bath built
in 2024; 0.16 acres; $492,000.

2191 Ames Creek Rd,,
Sweet Home; additional
details not listed; 0.5 acres;

$130,000.

846 5th Ave., Sweet
Home; 940 sq.ft., One story,
two bedroom, one-bath built
in 1948; 0.22 acres; $355,000.

28791 Liberty Rd., Sweet
Home; 1696 sq.ft., One story,
four bedroom, 1 %2 bath built
in 1963; 1.08 acres; $600,000.

680 Crowfoot Rd., Leb-
anon; 1324 sq.ft., One story
with attic, three bedroom,
one-bath built in 1942; 0.93
acres; $475,000.

40712 Lacomb Dr., Leb-
anon; 2440 sq.ft., One sto-
ry, three bedroom, one-bath
built in 1979; 9.42 acres;
$749,900.

408 Depot Ave., Browns-
ville; 1881 sq.ft., Two story,
four bedroom, 2 % bath built
in 2021; 0.17 acres; $445,000.

1261 44th Ave., Sweet
Home; additional details not
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listed; 0.18 acres; $373,000.

1041 Kees St., Lebanon;
1112 sq.ft.,, One story, three
bedroom, two-bath built in
2006; 0.14 acres; $330,000.

705 Tangent St., Leba-
non; 1056 sq.ft., One story,
two bedroom, one-bath built
in 1910; 0.18 acres; $159,000.

2590 6th St., Lebanon;
1660 sq.ft., One story, four
bedroom, one-bath built in
1960; 0.14 acres; $350,000.

2401 Ames Creek Rd,,
Sweet Home; 1389 sq.ft,
One story, three bedroom,
two-bath built in 1949; 0.6
acres; $390,000.

4450 Knotty Pine Ct,,
Sweet Home; additional de-
tails not listed; 0.18 acres;
$417,300.

825 Rose St., Lebanon;
1176 sq.ft., One story, three
bedroom, 1 % bath built in
1970; 0.26 acres; $379,900.

2301 Main St., Sweet
Home; additional details not
listed; 0.77 acres; $500,000.

41625 Marks Ridge Dr.,
Sweet Home; 2106 sq.ft,
One story with basement,
three bedroom, 2 ¥ bath built
in 1980; 5 acres; $650,375.

1001 Walker Rd., Leba-
non; 1409 sq.ft., One story,

three bedroom, two-bath
built in 2019; 0.12 acres;
$399,000.

704 Oak St., Brownsville;
1504 sq.ft., One story with
attic, four bedroom, one-
bath built in 1900; 0.19 acres;
$300,000.

28835 Hiltz Rd., Sweet
Home; 2054 sq.ft., Two story,
three bedroom, 2 %2 bath built
in 1999; 6.2 acres; $880,000.

37309 Scott Dr., Lebanon;
1928 sq.ft., One story, three
bedroom, two-bath built in
1976; 5 acres; $618,000.

36680 Edgemont Dr.,
Lebanon; 1296 sq.ft, One
story, three bedroom, two-
bath built in 1978; 2.73 acres;
$600,000.

1983 12th St., Lebanon,
1404 sq.ft., One story, three
bedroom, two-bath built in
2017; 0.12 acres; $412,000.

1404th St., Lebanon; 1056
sq.ft., One story with attic,
two bedroom, one-bath built
in 1945; 0.19 acres; $55,000.

38585 Sodaville Water-
loo Dr., Lebanon; 2139 sq.ft.,
Two story, 2 % bath built in
1973; 4.93 acres; $696,000.

1026 Charlie Ave., Leb-
anon; 1638 sq.ft, One sto-
ry, three bedroom, two-bath
built in 2006; 0.18 acres;
$439,900.

555 16th St., Lebanon;
1283 sq.ft.,, One story, three
bedroom, two-bath built in
1976; 0.23 acres; $425,000.

1345 Tamarack St., Sweet
Home; 2024 sq.ft., Two sto-
ry, three bedroom, two-bath
built in 2024; 0.24 acres;
$403,000.

336 Spaulding Ave,,
Brownsville; 1764 sq.ft., One
story with basement, two
bedroom, one-bath built in
1928; 0.45 acres; $275,000.

128 Spaulding Ave,,
Brownsville; additional de-
tails not listed; 0.03 acres;
$130,000.

3300 Burdell Blvd., Leb-
anon; additional details not
listed; 1.58 acres; $1,650,000.

920 D St., Lebanon; 1248
sq.ft., Two story, three bed-
room, two-bath built in 1999;
0.2 acres; $382,745.

1039 B Lp.,Lebanon; 1100
sq.ft.,, One story, three bed-
room, two-bath built in 2002;
0.14 acres; $362,000.

72 Cedar St., Lebanon;
852 sq.ft., One story, two bed-
room, one-bath built in 1942;
0.17 acres; $286,600.

720 Sherman St., Leba-
non; 1378 sq.ft., One story,
three bedroom, one-bath
built in 1947; 0.18 acres;
$339,900.

31101 Berlin Rd., Leba-
non; 1512 sq.ft.,, Double wide
manufactured home, three
bedroom, two-bath built in
2000; 12.33 acres; $575,000.

35586 Northern Dr,,
Brownsville; 1405 sq.ft,
One story, two bedroom, 1 %2
bath built in 1972; 0.78 acres;
$371,000.

8 Pine St., Lebanon; 800
sq.ft., One story, two bed-
room, one-bath built in 1942;
0.13 acres; $259,900.

1675 2nd St., Lebanon;
1008 sq.ft.,, One story, two
bedroom, two-bath built in
1950; 0.11 acres; $305,000.

29680 Speasl Rd., Leba-
non; 1610 sq.ft., One story,
three bedroom, 1 %2 bath built
in 1966; 3.1 acres; $565,000.

390 7th St., Lebanon; 840
sq.ft., One story, two bed-
room, one-bath built in 1950;
0.15 acres; $334,900.

742 Harmony St., Leba-
non; 1469 sq.ft, Two story,

three bedroom, two-bath
built in 1976; 0.16 acres;
$364,000.

3461 Hawk Arrow Dr.,
Lebanon; 1953 sq.ft, One
story with attic, five bedroom,
two-bath built in 2014; 0.14
acres; $449,900.

3197 Columbine St.,
Lebanon; 1082 sq.ft, One
story, three bedroom, one-
bath built in 1977; 0.2 acres;
$360,000.

575 Ash St., Lebanon;
1200 sq.ft., One story with
attic, three bedroom, one-
bath built in 1948; 0.17 acres;
$150,000.

32696 Merrill Ln., Leb-
anon; 1441 sq.ft., One sto-
ry, three bedroom, two-bath
built in 2009; 15.67 acres;
$640,000.

207 J St., Lebanon; addi-
tional details not listed; 0.22
acres; $1,230,000.
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Photos by Sarah Brown
The Waterloo City Council discusses business during its July
15 meeting.

Waterloo drafting ADU rules

By Sarah Brown
Lebanon Local

The City of Waterloo is pre-
paring to possibly adopt an
ordinance regarding accesso-
ry dwelling units (ADUs).

Prior to the regular meet-
ing on July 15, the council
held a work session to review
options for developing a de-
velopment code for ADUs.
They looked at Oregon laws
and examples of ordinances
adopted in other counties.

Considerations that need
to be taken into account in-
clude zoning, lot size, struc-
ture size, setbacks, utilities
and septic, occupancy/rental
and parking rules, and defen-
sible space and wildfire pro-
tections.

Currently, two residents -
Jason Cripe and Mark Kro-
pf - are pursuing interest in
adding an ADU to their prop-
erties.

During the work session,
the council reviewed laws
and options, and submitted
notes to City Recorder Jus-
tin Cary. During the regular
meeting, the council directed
Cary to provide ADU agree-
ment drafts at the next meet-
ing for adoption.

In other business:

e Cary reported that the
former city recorder recent-
ly handed over some paper-
work belonging to the city,
including uncashed checks.
Checks that were still val-
id - were deposited, and he
is pursuing the recovery of
expired checks for franchise
agreements, which he said
total about $5,000.

e Street Master Chad Wolfe
expressed interest in sending
notice letters to homes with
overhanging trees in right-
of-ways, as well as homes on
the corners of 5th and Gross,
and 6th and Gross streets for
vegetation in the right of way.

e Councilor Adam Beskow
reported someone living in a
trailer that has been plumbed
into a house’s septic system.

e Wolfe reported someone
living in an RV in the ease-
ment between Card and Da-
Vis streets.

e Cary reported that Linn
County notified the city of
a resident’s intent to divide
their property at 31150 Kay
St., and an easement request
would need to be approved.
The council voted to respond
to Linn County by providing
the city’s driveway easement
ordinance.

* The council announced a
job position for City Record-
er will become available, and
directed Cary to post the po-
sition and collect resumes by
Aug. 1. Applications will be
reviewed during an execu-
tive session on Aug. 12 prior
to the regular meeting of that
day.

Pursuit ends in Lebanon man's suicide

A Lebanon man commit-
ted suicide Tuesday evening,
July 15, after his mother was
found bloodied on Washburn
Heights Drive, outside of Leb-
anon.

According to Linn Coun-
ty Sheriff Michelle Duncan,
Sheriff’s dispatchers received
a 9-1-1 call at 8:41 p.m. re-
porting that a female was ly-
ing in the road with blood on
her head.

Washburn Heights Drive
leads to the top of a hill that
is frequented by the public
for the view overlooking the
Willamette Valley.

Deputies responded to the
area and found an elderly fe-
male with blood on her face,
hands, arms and knees. Dep-
uties learned from witnesses
her son, Oliver Mercer, 67, of
Lebanon, was at the top of
Washburn Heights Drive and
was reported to be suicidal.

Deputies began to drive up
to the viewpoint at the top of
the hill, when they encoun-
tered Mercer driving back
down towards them. Depu-
ties stopped and contacted

Mercer in his vehicle and saw
he had a bottle of alcohol be-
tween his legs, Duncan said,
adding that Mercer then dis-
played a pistol and held it to
his head.

The Sheriff said deputies
began attempts at de-escalat-
ing the situation, which was
overheard by several witness-
es, but Mercer would not co-
operate and drove away from
the scene.

Deputies and multiple oth-
er law enforcement agen-
cies responded to the area in
pursuit. Mercer attempted to
elude law enforcement, driv-
ing toward Lebanon, where
he struck two law enforce-
ment vehicles and continued
to attempt to elude.

With the help of Oregon
State Police, Mercer’s vehicle
was safely redirected to the
ditch near the intersection
of Denney School Road and
Highway 34, Duncan said.
As law enforcement began
to surround Mercer, he fired
one round to his head, result-
ing in life-threatening inju-
ries, she said.

Mercer was transported by
paramedics to Corvallis Good
Samaritan Regional Medical
Center, but died from his
self-inflicted injuries. Mer-
cer’s mother was transported
to Samaritan Lebanon Com-
munity Hospital with non-life
threatening injuries.

Linn County Sheriffs Of-
fice is continuing to investi-
gate the event to include the
initial report regarding the
female, her injuries, and Mer-
cer’s actions leading up to the
incident. It's likely additional
witnesses were in the area
and have information on this
incident.

Anyone with information is
encouraged to contact Detec-
tive Scott Tennant (541) 967-
3950.

Linn County Sheriff’s Office
was assisted during the inci-
dent by Oregon State Police,
Albany Police Department,
Corvallis Police Department,
Lebanon Police Department,
Brownsville Rural Fire Dis-
trict and Lebanon Fire Dis-
trict.

PUBLIC SAFETY
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and failure to maintain lane.

2:52 p.m. - Police and Pub-
lic Works responded to fallen
tree took down powerlines and
was blocking road, Berlin Rd./E
Grant St.

3:28 p.m. - Jessica Mushrock,
41, of Brownsville, cited for
failure to obey traffic control
device, 37900 block Golden
Valley Rd.

4:06 p.m. - Krystal Dingman,
40, of Lebanon, cited for failure
to obey traffic control device,
2000 block S. Santiam Hwy.

4:25 p.m. - Evan Christenson,
19, of Lebanon, cited for failure

to obey traffic control device,
4000 block Santiam Hwy:.

5:02 p.m. - Adam Sears, 41,
of Lebanon, cited for failure
to obey traffic control device
in construction zone, 32800
block Denny School Rd.

5:16 p.m. - Angelica Gonza-
les, 25, of Albany, cited for fail-
ure to obey traffic control de-
vice in construction zone, 1400
block W. Airport Rd.

5:28 p.m. - Ronald Tangsrud,
81, of Sweet Home, cited for
failure to obey traffic control
device in construction zone,
32600 block Denny School Rd.

5:41 p.m. - Melinda Dove, 54,
of Lebanon, cited for failure to
obey traffic control device in

construction zone, 1300 block
W. Airport Rd.

5:54 p.m. - Gregory Winter,
71, of Lebanon, cited for failure
to obey traffic control device in
construction zone, 1000 block
W. Airport Rd.

6:14 p.m. - Officer responded
to two-car crash near Chipotle.
Ricky Lyle Boulden, 64, cited
for driving while suspended,
driving uninsured and failure
to stop before merging.

7:38 p.m. - Officer responded
to fight, 100 block E Elmore St.
Subject said he was in a choke-
hold and pulled out pocket
knife in self defense.

8:26 p.m. - Subject identified
only as Taylor cited for initiat-

AVAMTERE

REHABILITATION of LEBANON

A PART of the AVAMERE FAMILY of COMPANIES

350 S 8TH LEBANON, OR 97355
541-259-1221

Lebanon’s
New Neighbor Program

Lebanon is welcoming new
residents to town by
- itali “Welcome
extending hospitality from
our local merchants as well
as maps and guides to help
them settle in Our Town!

And it's FREE!

If you or someone you know is new
to Lebanon and would like a

New Neighbor Packet

Stop by the Lebanon Chamber of Commerce
Monday-Saturday
1040 S. Park St., Lebanon
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#vanlife on the Calapooia

Lebanon resident Kristy Welch, left, and Junction City resi-
dent Julie Sannes chat during the Rally on the River event in
Brownsville. Vintage RV trailer enthusiasts came from across
the country to spend July 16-20 with like-minded devotees
at Pioneer Park. Organizer Wade Long said more than 100
campers attended this year’s rally. Welch said she attended
the rally “on a whim” in 2018 and immediately decided she
wanted to be a part of it. She bought a 1970 Kit Companion
for $800 and gussied it up with orange and yellow.

Photo by Sarah Brown

A
e
ST

Declaring No Kings in Lebandn

Members of East Lebanon Indivisible hold signs along Main
Street during a protest at the north end of town. Indivisible,
a nationwide movement, and other progressive organiza-
tions held a “No Kings” rally on June 14 - President Donald
Trump’s birthday - across the United States. The protest
symbolized their opposition to authoritarianism, and Trump’s
policies and actions since taking his second term in office.
Local member Marilyn Belcher said as many as 250 to 300
people participated in the Lebanon rally on Main Street at
Academy Square Park.

Photo courtesy of Marilyn Belcher

KOI
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doesn't know the sex of his
finny friends, he never found
baby koi swimming around in
his pond. But, he did learn, koi
are known to sometimes eat
their offspring.

Yet, although he no longer
had a multiplication problem
in his pond, he eventually had
an oversized problem.

“Koi get big no matter what
they're in, so they've probably
been cramped in this pond for
along time,” he said.

It's reported that koi can
live 25 to 35 years - even
more if given a premium en-
vironment.

So what does one do when
they have large fish and no-
where to put them? Why, of
course - in this case, at least
- they call Boulder Falls Inn.

Chris Breshears, gener-
al manager of the hotel, said
Boulder Falls staff visited
Mechals’ pond to get a look at
the fish.

Boulder Falls Inn put their

first seven koi into their pond
on May 5, 2015, he said. To-
day he estimates there are be-
tween 200 and 250, and that’s
not because they added more.
When they agreed to rehome
Mechals’ fish to their prop-
erty, it was the first addition
they'd done since 2015.

So, some time in mid-June
this year, the three koi (which
were never given a name)
were moved to bigger water
“pastures.”

“They were surprisingly
larger than any koi we had on
our property,” Breshears said.

Mechals would agree, refer-
encing Moby Dick as a good
indicator of what we're talking
about here.

The doiku fish, he esti-
mates, is about “30-some
inches long” and 35 pounds
or more. The “medium-sized”
fish is not as long, but much
wider or “deeper;” using his
hands to make about a 1-foot
depth.

This fish is your typical
white and orange spotted koi
with a big, flowing tail and
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Photo by Sarah Brown
Mechals looks over the pond behind Boulder Falls Inn to see if he can identify the three fish
he rehomed there last month.

maybe about 25 pounds, he
said.

The smaller one - all sil-
very-white with a crooked tail
- is maybe 20 pounds.

Now they lurk some-
where beneath the some-
what-murky waters, mixing it
up with their new pond-mates
and, possibly, drawing out the
Jaws theme song as they un-
dulate toward the surface.

Mechals has already visit-
ed a couple of times and seen
his aquatic friends on those
occasions. Though the fish at
Boulder Falls are many and
quite varied in size, he can
easily spot his when they sur-
face.

“They stand out; theyTe
pretty big,” he said.

The hotel sells fish food for
50-cents, allowing visitors to
get a closer look at who's liv-
ing in those waters.

Mechals said it about his
fish, and Breshears agrees:
“They've been quite an attrac-
tion, apparently, since they've
been here.”
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Celebrating
125 Years

A huge thank you to our employees and
everyone in the Lebanon community for
helping us reach this milestone!
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125 YEARS

Eye Care

90 Market St, Ste 20
Lebanon, OR 97355
541-451-1144
lifetimevisionsource.com

SIGNATURE EYE CARE

Experience Modern

Lifetime Vision Source of Lebanon
offers comprehensive eye care
services and in-demand lenses
and frames to Lebanon and the
surrounding communities.

Lifetime Vision Source of Lebanon




