
By Sarah Brown
Lebanon Local

They had thought about the 
idea before, but when faced 
with the annual challenge of 
how to celebrate their son’s 
birthday, Mitch and Nicole 
Robison realized it was time 
to add a bonus round to what 
Lebanon had to offer.

Within months, the Robi-
sons – with the help of their 
co-player children – opened 
Afterglow Arcade, Lebanon’s 
newest play space located 
downtown.

It was their son Ori’s 13th 
birthday last April that set the 
pinball in motion, so to speak. 
The family had to decide how 
they wanted to celebrate. Ni-
cole said in past years they’d 
already done “all the things,” 
with Lebanon’s bowling alley 
being their go-to for several 
years.

“We love the bowling alley, 
but we wanted something 
different and there wasn’t re-
ally a space here to do that,” 
Mitch said.

They opted this year to go 
to an arcade in Albany, but 
the distance made it difficult 
for many of Ori’s friends to 

attend. Recalling they’d talk-
ed about opening an arcade 
before, and looking around at 
the venue in Albany, Nicole 
realized the dream was at-
tainable. The pair decided to 
just “buckle down” and do it.

“So we launched a business 
plan and we just started rip-

ping,” Mitch said.
The energy at Afterglow Ar-

cade comes alive with bright 
lights and the iconic sound of 
beeps, dings, machines being 
manipulated and – for the 
lucky ones – electric fanfare 
for jackpot winners.

In one corner, a brightly-lit 

glass counter displays prizes 
that can be earned with paper 
tickets. It’s one of the arcade’s 
signature highlights, harken-
ing back to the original days 
of video game rooms when 
quarters were placed in coin 
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By Sarah Brown
Lebanon Local

It took three long years, but 
the wait is finally paying off 
for the McMahon family as 
they move from a rental into 
their first, brand new house 
in Sodaville.

As Habitat for Humani-
ty Executive Director Tina 
Breshears put it, “What be-
gins as a vision soon be-
comes a place of safety and 
hope.”

The McMahons are the 
most recent family to move 
into their own home through 
Lebanon Area Habitat for 
Humanity. It’s the organiza-
tion’s 31st homing project 
since the nonprofit incorpo-
rated in 1993.

Ted and Veronica Mc-
Mahon had been sharing a 
two-bedroom house in Sweet 
Home for seven years with 
their sons, Jordan, 17, and 
Sam, 8. While Jordan mainly 
lives with his grandmother, 
he had to share Sam’s room 
when he stayed with his par-
ents.

“It was hard ’cause I got a 
teenager and then one that’s 
in elementary school; it’s not 

easy,” Veronica said.
Sam, who looks up to his 

brother, didn’t mind sharing 
the room with Jordan, Veron-
ica said, but Jordan admitted 
sometimes it could be an-
noying to not have his own 
space. 

Today, the boys find them-

selves moving into their 
own, private rooms in the 
three-bedroom, two-bath 
house.

What the family is leav-
ing behind is a house which, 
according to the parents, 
had issues their landlord 
wouldn’t fix: siding falling off, 

lead paint, broken gutters, 
windows that wouldn’t open, 
a broken porch, and rats.

It’s the sort of conditions 
Habitat for Humanity takes 
seriously when finding their 
next family to accept into the 

Habitat for Humanity ushers 31st family into new home

Photo by Sarah Brown
From left, Veronica, Jordan, Ted and Sam McMahon cut the ribbon on their new house while 
Kelsey Breshears, at right, watches.

Photo by Sarah Brown
Amara and Emrey Redick, center, approach an arcade game while Henry, left, and Amanda Redick, 
right, keep themselves entertained.at the Afterglow Arcade.

See New Home, Page 16

See Arcade, Page 13

Arcade aims to rekindle ‘kinesthetic’ fun



PAGE 2 | September 24, 2025 | Lebanon Local   

Sept. 16
3:10 a.m. - Jared Skelton, 

52, of Crabtree, cited for driv-
ing while suspended, driving 
without insurance and on 
outstanding warrant, Cleve-
land/Grant streets. Report 
taken. 

3:35 a.m. - Three doses of 
Narcan deployed on subject, 
later transported to hospital, 
800 block Academy St.

4:12 a.m. - Craig Snyder, 47, 
of Crawfordsville, cited for 
driving uninsured and arrest-
ed for driving while suspend-
ed and for warrants, Franklin 
St./Luna Way. Report taken. 

9:26 a.m. - Deputy investi-
gated killing of goat by dogs in 
36200 block Middle Ridge Dr. 
Civil compromise reached. 

10:32 a.m. - Dog bite re-
ported in 42900 block Green 
Mountain Dr.  Quarantine or-

der issued. Report taken. 
10:59 a.m. - Jordan L. 

Smith-Barley, 18, cited for 
failure to display registration 
plates, Village Lp./Laredo 
Way.

11:37 a.m. - Julian C. 
Chavez, 21, cited for cell 
phone use, 1900 block S Main 
St.

11:53 a.m. - Naomi S. 
Thomas, 34, and Dakota E. 
Koen, 34, cited for failure to 
use seatbelt, E Cedar/S Main 
Sts.

12:14 p.m. - Officer report-
ed on their presence at Ham-
ilton Creek School with LCSO 
to provide security during a 
time when a staff member al-
legedly posted statements on 
their social media concerning 
Charlie Kirk, and the district 
was receiving calls and emails 
demanding the staff be fired 

or else action would be taken.
12:42 p.m. - Burglary re-

ported at Willamette Speed-
way, 36600 block W. Airport 
Rd. Several buildings were 
entered and a Red Yeti cool-
er, American flag chairs, wrist 
bands, a propane tank, so-
das, vehicle keys, and an ATV 
were taken from the location. 
Estimated loss $10,000. Re-
port taken. 

1:08 p.m. - Callers reported 
male and female arguing and 
pulling at a child, 500 block W 
Vine St. Samuel Castillo-Lara, 
26, taken into custody.

1:19 p.m. - Caller report-
ed theft of items from home 
while away on vacation, 800 
block S 12th St.

1:24 p.m. - Brandon Ryan 
Freeman, 31, arrested on 
SHMC warrant for FTC in 
trespassing case.

1:41 p.m. - LCSO initiat-
ed pursuit of motorcyclist 
who drove through active 
construction zone in area 
of Oak/12th streets, against 
flagger’s hand-held sign, then 
disappeared into residential 
area north of Oak near Air-
way. Rider was wearing Car-
hardt-style tan pants, a white 
T-shirt and a full-face black 
helmet. Report taken. 

3:23 p.m. - Caller reported 
subject with guitar standing 
on donation box near Rife’s. 
Nicholas T. Wells, 33, tres-
passed for life.

3:37 p.m. - Juveniles report-
ed riding dirt bikes on road-
way in area of Headgate Rd./
Perkins Dr.  Two juveniles 
contacted and educated. 

5:06 p.m. - Caller report-
ed disturbance of residents 
and wanted officer to witness 
immaturity of some of them, 
800 block S 12th St.

5:51 p.m. - Caller reported 
subject pulled into parking 
lot at Carl’s Jr. at high rate of 
speed, got out and punched a 
guy in the face, punched a car 
and left.

8:21 p.m. - Caller reported 
subject punched them, 1400 
block S 5th St.

11:58 p.m. - Caller reported 
indecent exposure of subject 
who was behaving indecently 
in dumpster area near Tim-
bermill Self Storage.
Sept. 15

8:32 a.m. - Christopher Da-
vid Powell, 43, cited for driv-
ing violation, 1100 block Park 
St.

8:55 a.m. - Caller report-
ed adult son is threatening 
them, being rude and not 
helping around the house. 
Tristan William Richardson, 
23, taken into custody on 
LCCC warrant.

10:35 a.m. - Carol Ronan 
cited for dog as public nui-
sance, 39300 block Mt. Hope 
Dr.  According to LCSO, dogs 
were running onto neighbor-
ing properties and barking at 
neighbors. Report taken. 

12:15 p.m. - Caller reported 
theft of bike from in front of 
Safeway. Loss valued at $100.

2:01 p.m. - Jordan L. 
Smith-Barley, 18, cited for 
failure to maintain lane, fail-
ure to use seatbelt, failure to 
register, failure to carry proof 
of insurance, and using cell 
phone while driving, S Main/
Wheeler Sts.

2:51 p.m. - Unidentified 
subject cited on LMC war-
rant.

4:45 p.m. - Anna R. House, 
41, cited on LJC warrant.

6:17 p.m. - Caller reported 
subject appeared angry and 
was carrying knife and rope, 
Park/E Oak Sts.

7:00 p.m. - Caller reported 
they sold a washer/dryer to 
female who later insisted she 
get a refund without return-
ing the machines. They saw 
a handgun in her waistband 
and she threatened to bring 
her “gang member” husband 
back with her.

OBITUARIES

n Information for the Public Safety report and Courts in Lebanon Local is 
sourced from local law enforcement and fire agencies. Addresses provided 
generally denote the location of the incident or arrest, occasionally indicat-
ing the origin of the call. Incident details, which may not always be available 
from agencies in time for publication in our weekly paper edition, are of-
ten updated online at lebanonlocalnewsnews.com as information becomes 
available. Also, due to space limitations in our paper editions, content may 
be restricted to the most recent information, and a more extensive version 
of the Public Safety Report will be available at lebanonlocalnews.com. 
n It is crucial to emphasize that our reporting of an individual’s arrest or 
citation for a crime does not imply guilt. Determination of guilt can only 
be established through legal proceedings in court. We commit significant 
effort to following through as cases move through the judicial process.
n Following is a list of abbreviations that may appear in our log reports: 
LCSO (Linn County Sheriff’s Office); LPD (Lebanon Police Department), 
SHPD (Sweet Home Police Department); OSP (Oregon State Police); LMC 
(Lebanon Municipal Court); LCCC (Linn County Circuit Court); LCJC (Linn 
County Justice Court); SHMC (Sweet Home Municipal Court); AMC (Albany 
Municipal Court); FTA (failure to appear); FTC (failure to comply). A Roman 
numeral listed after a charge means that the charge is that numbered-de-
gree: theft I (first-degree theft).

See Public Safety, Page 4

DEATH
NOTICES

PUBLIC SAFETY

Kathleen Balagot, 78, of 
Lebanon, died Aug. 10, 2025. 

Huston-Jost Funeral Home 
is handling the arrangements.

Harold W. Bates, 93,  died 
in his sleep Aug. 17, 2025. 

Services were held Aug. 26 
at Crowfoot Baptist Church, 
with interment at Lebanon 
I.O.O.F. Cemetery. 

Huston-Jost Funeral Home 
is handling the arrangements. 

Barbara Nell Dietrich, 83, 
of Lebanon, died August 25, 
2025. 

Sweet Home Funeral Chap-
el is handling the arrange-
ments. 

Dennis Wayne Fast, 66, 
died Aug. 30, 2025.

A memorial service was 
held Sept. 5 at Our Savior’s 
Lutheran Church, with a re-
ception following. 

Huston-Jost Funeral Home 
is handling the arrangements. 

Todd Lincoln Oeder, 60, 
died Sept. 15, 2025. 

Services will be held at 2 
p.m. Friday, Sept. 26, at San-
tiam Place Event Hall, 139 S. 
Main St.

In lieu of flowers, memorial 
contributions may be made 
to the American Cancer Soci-
ety or to the National Muse-
um of the United States Army 
in Fort Belvoir, Va.

Huston-Jost Funeral Home 
is handling the arrangements. 

Charles “Charlie” A. 
Pettner, 81, of Lebanon, died 
Sept. 8, 2025.

A celebration of life was 
held Sept.18 at Santiam Place 
Event Hall.

Huston-Jost Funeral Home 
is handling the arrangements. 

Phillip Leonard Priestley, 
79, of Lebanon, died Aug. 25, 
2025. 

A Celebration of Life was 
held Sept. 

6 at the First Presbyterian 
Church in Lebanon.

Weddle Funeral Service is 
handling the arrangements. 

Julie "Jarri" Lynn Saul, 
55, of Lebanon, died July 28, 
2025. 

Huston-Jost Funeral Home 
is handling the arrangements.

Ronald Louis Schrick, 
74, of Lebanon, passed away 
Sept. 6, 2025. 

Sweet home Funeral Chapel 
is handling the arrangements. 

Bob Hutley
July 6, 1927 - Aug. 20, 2025

Bob Hutley passed away 
Aug. 20, 2025.  

He was 98 years old.  He 
was born in Maple Hill, Kan., 

the oldest of eight children.  
Bob served in the Navy in 

World War II, then married a 
neighboring farm girl, Mari-
an Glotzbach.  Together they 
raised 10 children.  

He owned the Hutley Gen-
eral Store in Paxico, Kan., for 
10 years, worked at lumber 
mills in Oregon, then was 
self-employed to finish his 
working career.  

His passion was music, 
specifically playing his gui-
tar, joining bands and enter-
taining wherever he lived up 
to his 97th birthday.  

Marian (his wife of 77 
years) passed away in May 
of this year.  

Bob is survived by 10 chil-
dren:  Jerry, Maxine, Tom 

(Bobbi), Shirl (Dwight), Mary 
(Bud), Deb, Joyce, Joan ( Jer-
ry), Louise (Steve) and Lau-
rie (Brian).  Also surviving 
are two sisters, Doris (Dale) 
and Diane (Wes).  He had 
18 grandchildren and 30 
great-grandchildren.  

Services were held Sept. 
19 at St. Edwards' church in 
Lebanon.

Frank Brown
Feb. 24, 1961 - Aug. 27, 2025

Frank Brown, 64, of Leb-
anon, passed away after a 
battle with liver cancer. 

He was born Feb. 24, 1961, 
in Albany to Ray and Helen 
Brown. 

He is survived by his wife, 

S h a w n 
Brown; par-
ents Roy 
and Hel-
en Brown 
of Soda-
ville; broth-
ers Bobby 
Brown of 
Vancouver, Wash.; Jimmy 
Brown of Albany, and  John-
ny Brown of Sweet Home; 
daughter Dana Anderson 
of Albany; step-daughter 
Ashley Lowery of Salem; 
son Josh Brown of Dallas; 
and stepson Joshua Jackson 
of Salem; nieces and neph-
ews; grandchildren; and 
great-grandchildren.  

He was preceded in death 
by his sister Barbara.

Airport Road reopens
The City of Lebanon reported Aug. 28 that it has com-

pleted installing a traffic signal and related improvements 
at the intersection of Airport Road and Stoltz Hill Road.

The traffic signal is now operational, allowing Airport 
and Stoltz Hill roads to be open to traffic. The closure for 
the construction project began March 17, 2025.

The city, in a statement, expressed gratitude to Leba-
non citizens “for their patience and cooperation during 
the construction.”

Anyone with questions or concerns is asked to call (541) 
258-4923 or email engineering@lebanonoregon.gov.
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Warrants are out on the 
following individuals: 
Omar Edgar Arroyo, Elias 
Nicolas Azar, Kiah Brooke 
Bearden-Coxen, Jonathan Ed-
ward Betar, Christina Marie 
Cash, Austin Shane Conner, 
Steven Michael Cooley, Se-
lina Renee Ford-Blackburn, 
Steven Edward Grimm, Aar-
on Thomas Halvorson, Rob-
ert Edwin Hoskinson, Devin 
Michael Houseman, Bruce 
Clifton Kelly, Faron Wal-
ter Kennedy, Alan Kenneth 
Kilmer, Caden Jason Scotty 
King, Brent Jay Klient, An-
drew Donald LeGore, Mikel 
Vincent Lizama, Christopher 
James Lloyd, Mainor Misael 
Lucas-Velasquez, John An-
drew Mance, Heather Dawn 
Meeks, Matthew Kincaid 
Nelson, Ryan Michael New-
ton, Autumn Brooke Pearson, 
Allen Jess Russell, Rosemary 
O. Saviour, Donald Shane 
Simmons, April Lee Springer, 
Brandi Lynn Trelstad, Wyatt 
Linn Vaughan, Joshua Webb, 
Darnell T. Wells

Sonny Allen Agrelius, 28, 
charged Sept. 15 with two 
counts of fleeing or attempt-
ing to elude, DUII (controlled 
substances), reckless driv-

ing, failure to perform duties 
of a driver when property is 
damaged, and unlawful pos-
session of a controlled sub-
stance. Bail set at $20,000.

Carrie Lynn Alfaro, 55, 
sentenced Aug. 21 to a life-
time revocation of a driver’s 
license, 16 mos. with the Or-
egon Dept. of Corrections, 36 
mos. supervised probation 
and three years post-prison 
supervision after pleading no 
contest to criminally negli-
gent homicide and assault III.

Charges against Kelvin 
Edwin Attebery, 36, of DV 
strangulation, DV assault IV 
and DV menacing were dis-
missed without prejudice on 
Aug. 13.

Tasha Mary Bowers-Cur-
tis, 41, sentenced Aug. 22 

to three years suspension of 
driver’s license, 65 days jail, 
24 mos. bench probation and 
a $1,500 fine after pleading 
no contest to DUII (liquor) 
with a .15% BAC, criminal 
mischief II and four counts 
of FTA. Other charges of 
reckless driving and FTA dis-
missed. In a separate case, 
she was sentenced to an ad-
ditional 240 hours jail after 
pleading no contest to ha-
rassment; charges of stran-
gulation and assault IV were 
dismissed.

A charge against Makaylee 
Diane Mercaydee Brewer, 
27, of tampering with a wit-
ness was dismissed Aug. 18.

Ethan Hunter Dysing-
er, 25, sentenced Sept. 12 
to three year suspension of 

driver’s license, 10 days jail, 
24 mos. bench probation 
and $2,695 in fines and fees 
after pleading no contest 
to DUII (liquor) with a .25% 
BAC, recklessly endangering 
another person, and driving 
while suspended or revoked. 
Charges dismissed are reck-
less driving and open con-
tainer in a motor vehicle.

Kennedy Duran Gonza-
les, 30, sentenced Sept. 9 
to 16 mos. with the Oregon 
Dept. of Corrections and 36 
mos. post-prison supervision 
after pleading no contest to 
burglary I. A theft III charge 
was dismissed.

Jessica Chari Gregorich, 
40, fined $1,415 for speeding 
112/55 and careless driving.

Jett Shae Harry, 24, 

charged Aug. 14 with DUII 
(liquor) and criminal driving 
while suspended or revoked.

A charge against Robert 
Grant Hodson, 30, of con-
spiracy to commit tampering 
with a witness was dismissed 

Crossword KEY
Puzzle on page 4

SUDOKU KEY
Puzzle on page 4

CIRCUIT COURT

See Circuit Court, Page 5

• Compost
• Rock Products
• Sawdust
• Fir Bark
• Hemlock
• Garden Mixes

Summer Hours : Mon. - Sat. 8am - 5pm | Sun. 9am - 3pm 

Central Bark Sales
5265 South Santiam, Lebanon Oregon 97355 • 541-451-2373
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Board announces pool director Engler’s resignation
By Sarah Brown
Lebanon Local

It was announced during the 
Lebanon Aquatic Pool Board 
meeting on Aug. 19 that Ex-
ecutive Director Lorlee Engler 
has resigned from her position 
at the Lebanon Community 
Pool.

Board Chair Kim Kendall 
made the announcement, ask-
ing for a motion to accept the 
resignation. It was approved 
4-1; Julie Miller opposed.

Engler has not yet respond-
ed to Lebanon Local’s request 
for comment.

It’s believed Engler has 
served as executive director 
for more than a decade. She 
has been on a board-approved 
leave for a few months. Aquat-
ics Program Director Jill Smith 
has been working as interim 
director.

Other motions were passed 
through before attending to 
other business.

The board approved mo-
tions, 4-1, to provide a written 
response to a notice of griev-
ance recently submitted to the 
board by staff member Rose 
Kress, and to obtain “addition-
al legal services” from Michael 
McClory at the Cable Huston 
law firm in Portland. Miller 
opposed both motions.

In a letter addressed to 
the board, Kress expressed 
concern that Oregon Public 

Meeting laws were violated by 
board members regarding se-
rial communications. She pro-
vided an overheard comment 
and an unrecorded meeting 
(electronically) as her basis for 
concern. See her letter at leba-
nonlocalnews.com. 

The board’s response, in the 
form of a letter, explains two of 
the five board members regu-
larly meet with the executive 
director (or, more recently, 
Smith) to go over items that 
should be placed on the up-
coming board meeting, but 
two does not constitute a quo-
rum. Further they reported 
electronic access to meetings 
is required “to the extent rea-
sonably possible,” noting that 
equipment failure makes the 
provision unreasonable. See 
their response at lebanonlo-
calnews.com. 

Kress told Lebanon Local 
she expects to formally file her 
grievance soon.

Miller told the board she 
would like the meetings be-
tween the two board members 
and Smith recorded in the in-
terest of transparency.

“I think the board should be 
privy to the information that 
is shared at the hours of meet-
ings that you guys share with 
Jill, and I ask that they be re-
corded for transparency,” Mill-
er said.

Kendall said she and Vice 

Chair Darla Bulmer meet once 
a month with Smith to make 
out the agenda and twice a 
month to sign checks. For a 
period of time, they were also 
meeting with Lebanon Com-
munity School District COO 
William Lewis weekly to dis-
cuss renovation projects. They 
also met with Smith more of-
ten in June and July to prepare 
budget paperwork they were 
still learning about.

Miller expressed concern 
that Smith was being directed 
by the board members on how 
to do her job. Smith said that 
was not the case.

Bulmer told Miller the board 
recently received an “ethics 

complaint for doing business 
outside a public meeting, and 
sending emails to the entire 
board is one of those viola-
tions that we were being called 
on.”

Watch the full meeting on 
the pool district’s YouTube 
page at https://bit.ly/45XLiBN.
In other business: 

• New Board Member Elaine 
Wilder introduced herself to 
the public.

• Board Member Jereme 
Guenter introduced Ross 
Dewberry, who is volunteering 
to help with the more techni-
cal aspects of “things,” such 
as Zoom meetings. Another 
friend of his, only identified as 
Wendy, is considering helping 

with the secretarial duties at 
board meetings. 

• “It has really just come up 
that we need some assistance 
so the board can pay atten-
tion to board business as we’re 
conducting it,” Kendall said. If 
Wendy commits to the volun-
teer work, the board will pub-
licly vote on the decision.

• Smith announced the pool 
is closed for three weeks for 
annual maintenance, which 
will include cleaning, painting 
and destroying decades-old 
documents that are taking up 
storage space.

• Guenther reported he is 
working with Smith to make 
all financial records available 
to the public online.

• Robert Waterhouse ad-
dressed the board to say he 
noticed the agenda did not 
have “old business” included. 
He believes the pool renova-
tion project is old business 
that should still be included 
in the agenda, at least to give 
mention or updates at every 
meeting.

• Wilder reported she and 
Miller are working on a project 
idea to have a muralist com-
petition for the outside and 
inside of the pool building, 
pending school district ap-
proval.

File Photo
Longtime Lebanon Community Pool Executive Director Lorlee 
Engler stands on the pool deck.
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A  L O C A L L Y  O W N E D  N E W S P A P E R

By Scott Swanson
Publisher

In a day when we hear al-
most constantly about how 
factors like the COVID pan-
demic and social media use 
have degraded our ability to 
function as a society, I’m re-
minded of the value of youth 
sports. 

I admit bias here. I started 
in newspaper journalism as 
a sports reporter and I vol-
unteer as a cross-country 
coach. But those activities 
demonstrate to me regularly 
how youth sports contribute 
to community health. 

There’s no doubt in my 
mind that there are infinite 
benefits to kids throwing or 
kicking balls, swinging bats 
or (golf) clubs, or running 
and jumping, rather than  
spending their free time 
glued to a video game screen. 

The benefits to the com-
munity as a whole go beyond 
mentally, physically and so-
cially healthy kids. Going to 
a football or basketball game 
brings the community to-
gether in a shared experience 
that fosters social bonds and 
shared identity. 

When the Warriors of Leb-

anon High School or the Ea-
gles of East Linn Christian 
Academy compete, viewers 
– relatives, alumni or just 
interested community mem-
bers – have a sense of be-
longing that’s different than 
participating in a Facebook 
rant session or sequestered 
in the back yard or watching 
the boob tube. 

It’s a participatory activity 
with a sense of identity that 
strengthens the social fabric 
and overall vitality of a com-
munity. 

When my own kids were 
running in high school well 
over a decade ago, I met 
people, parents, I still know 
who I never would have if we 
hadn’t been together in the 
stands or along a trail. 

When I look into the stands 
during a football game, I see 
hundreds of people there 
for a common purpose: to 
urge the kids to play well 
and, hopefully, represent the 
community with a victory. 

I’ve got a point beyond all 
this: Heath Stadium. 

The Warriors’ track and 
turf field give local kids a fine 
venue in which to practice 
and compete. But a big part 

of sports is the ability for 
people to enjoy the commu-
nal experience of supporting 
their athletes and enjoying 
(hopefully) their successes. 

And that’s why it’s import-
ant to have facilities that en-
able us to do that. 

We don’t know yet what 
it’s going to cost to replace or 
rebuild Heath Stadium, but 
it won’t be cheap. It wasn’t 
cheap to build the new gym 
at ELCA in 2007, but the facil-
ity has benefited the school 
and its students in a myriad 
of ways over the years, cre-
ating a needed venue for the 
kind of interaction, the com-
munity described above. 

The Warriors’ current 
grandstands were built in 
1959, which was more than 
65 years ago, so the initial 
investment that Lebanon 
made in that stadium has 
lasted a long time. 

Even without concrete fig-
ures (the school district is 
being cautious about floating 
unconfirmed estimates), we 
know it will be costly to get 
this thing rolling. 

But it will pay off for the 
community in many ways, so 
it will be worth it. 

Editorial: New stadium facility will
be costly, but valuable local asset

8:02 p.m. - Male placed in 
police officer hold after re-
ported mental health epi-
sode, 900 block F St. Report 
taken. 

9:50 p.m. - Officer respond-
ed to two-car crash, W Sher-
man/S 2nd Sts. Juvenile cited 
for failure to obey traffic con-
trol device, and Kyler Jesstin 
Adrian King, 26, cited for 
driving while suspended.

10:06 p.m. - Jason Sylvester 
trespassed from church prop-
erty in 600 block Cascade Dr. 
and was told to pick up trash 
he had left there. 
Sept. 14

1:02 a.m. - Subject said he 
choked on the liquid from a 
shot and coughed until he 
passed out, then fell off the 
stool and hit his head on the 
ground, at Duffy’s.

8:53 a.m. - Callers reported 
subject hammering on rail-
road track, throwing large 
rocks and other items at train, 
and yelling “stop blowing 
your f-xxx whistle,” W Olive/S 
2nd Sts. Micah Joe Williams, 
47, said metal pieces in his 
facial area vibrate every time 
the train whistles. He was ar-
rested for disorderly conduct 
II and criminal trespass II. Re-
port taken.

12:02 p.m. - Nicklaus Gla-
ser, 36, of Lebanon, cited on 
warrant, 2300 block S. San-
tiam Hwy. Report taken. 

4:10 p.m. - Caller reported 
subject stole bag of donated 
recycling items at the Leba-
non Soup Kitchen.

6:23 p.m. - Caller report-
ed hearing a horrible animal 
noise coming from home, 
1300 block S William St. 

9:01 p.m. - LCSO respond-
ed to report of overdose in 

30600 block Santiam Hwy. 
Further details not available. 

9:52 p.m. - Caller report-
ed someone threw ice cubes 
against the side of her travel 
trailer in 37600 block KGAL 
Dr. Deputy responded. No 
damage and no one was lo-
cated in area. 

10:19 p.m. - Tyrel Glenn At-
tebery, 44, cited on LMC war-
rant.
Sept. 13

12:34 a.m. - Callers report-
ed subjects on motorcycle 
“racing around” without hel-
mets, clearly intoxicated, 900 
block Mtn. River Dr. Jesse 
Douglas McFarland, 37, ar-
rested for DUII with a .22% 
BAC.

1:57 a.m. - Officer respond-
ed to fight at Duffy’s. Vic-
tim reportedly was punched 
and hit his head on table. He 
could not remember what 
happened.

4:52 a.m. - Report taken 
for burglary at US Mini Mart. 
Video shows subject broke 
glass door and took Fireball, 
lighter and cigarettes. Loss 
valued at $22.97. Suspect 
identified as Aric Cavel Sim-
mons, 35.

10:51 a.m. - Rachell Ann 
Gandrud, 44, cited on LMC 
warrant.

5:40 p.m. - Caller reported 
subject taking entire contents 

See Public Safety, Page 6
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with prejudice Sept. 17.
Melissa Kay Hunter, 38, 

sentenced Aug. 21 to 10 days 
jail, 10 days compensatory 
service in lieu of jail, and 36 
mos. supervised probation 
after pleading no contest to 
unlawful use of a weapon. 
Charges of menacing and 
pointing a firearm at another 
were dismissed.

Javan Wayne Inget, 41, 
charged Sept. 16 with DUII 
(alcohol).

Nickolas Keith Izatt, 27, 
charged Sept. 12 with car-
rying of concealed weapon 
and two counts of unlawful 
possession of methamphet-
amine.

Jason Lloyd Knapp, 45, 
charged Sept. 19 with arson 
I, attempt to commit a Class 
A felony, unlawful use of a 
weapon, menacing, reckless-
ly endangering another per-
son and criminal mischief II.

Joshua James Koenig, 
24, charged Sept. 8 with DV 
strangulation and DV assault 
IV.

Caleb Ray Lybarger, 20, 
charged Aug. 26 with DUII 
(alcohol), reckless driving, 
criminal mischief II and driv-
ing while suspended.

Trevor Matthew Lyon, 
25, sentenced Sept. 11 to 15 
days jail, 36 mos. supervised 
probation and a $200 fine 
after pleading no contest to 
coercion. Charges of strangu-
lation and interference with 
making a report were dis-

missed.
Autum Jean Ann Mack-

lin, 24, sentenced Sept. 8 to 
90 days suspension of a driv-
er’s license, five days com-
pensatory service in lieu of 
jail, 12 mos. bench probation 
and a $100 fine after pleading 
guilty to reckless driving. She 
was placed in the diversion 
program after pleading guilty 
to DUII (liquor or controlled 
substances) with a BAC be-
low .08%. A charge of fleeing 
or attempting to elude was 
dismissed.

Edward Arnold Marti-
nez, 24, charged Aug. 28 
with attempted assault I, as-
sault II, two counts of unlaw-
ful use of a weapon and two 
counts of menacing. Bail set 
at $50,000.

Kiona Shauntel Brooke 
McCoy, 26, charged Aug. 19 
with assault III and criminal 
mistreatment I. Charges al-
lege a victim was 10 years old 
or younger.

Danielle Ray Miller, 33, 
sentenced Aug. 28 to six 
mos. with the Oregon Dept. 
of Corrections and 36 mos. 
post-prison supervision af-
ter pleading no contest to 
attempt to commit Class B 
felony/DV assault II.

Abby Leigh Mueller, 22, 
sentenced Sept. 4 to 45 days 
jail, 36 mos. supervised pro-
bation and a $200 fine after 
pleading guilty to assault 
III. Charges dismissed are 
assault II, unlawful use of a 
weapon, menacing and ha-
rassment.

Ryan Michael Newton, 
30, charged Sept. 2 with 

criminal trespass II, menac-
ing, attempted assault IV and 
burglary II.

Tyler James Nofziger, 25, 
sentenced Aug. 20 to 30 days 
jail and 36 mos. supervised 
probation after pleading 
guilty to online sexual cor-
ruption of a child I. 

Elijah Aaron Pauls, 37, 
charged Aug. 21 with bur-
glary I, criminal mischief 
I, criminal mischief II and 
criminal driving while sus-
pended or revoked. Bail set at 
$25,000.

Tyrese Matthew Pechar, 
25, charged Aug. 25 with DV 
assault III, recklessly endan-
gering another person and 
reckless driving.

Aric Cavel Simmons, 35, 
charged Sept. 15 with bur-
glary II, criminal mischief 
II and theft III. Bail set at 
$20,000.

Caden Alexander Smith, 
22, charged Sept. 8 with un-
lawful use of a weapon, men-
acing and disorderly conduct 
II.

Harley Dixie Dean Tin-
ker Vader, 20, charged Sept. 
8 with unauthorized use of a 
vehicle.

Jack Rudolph Visconti, 
24, sentenced Aug. 27 to five 
days compensatory service 
in lieu of jail, 12 mos. bench 
probation and a $100 fine 
after pleading no contest to 
failure to report as a sex of-
fender.

Amber Nicole Welch, 24, 
charged Sept. 2 with DUII (li-
quor) and recklessly endan-
gering another person.

Michael R. Wiltgen, 51, 

sentenced Sept. 3 to five days 
compensatory service in lieu 
of jail and 36 mos. supervised 
probation after pleading no 

contest to unlawful use of a 
weapon. Charges dismissed 
are menacing and pointing 
firearm at another.

CIRCUIT COURT
From page 3

Fire District seeks to annex outlying properties into district
By Sarah Brown
Lebanon Local

The Lebanon Fire District 
recently sent letters to a 
select number of property 
owners notifying them of 
the district’s interest in an-
nexing them into the dis-
trict’s coverage area.

Deputy Fire Marshal Can-
dace Hedding updated the 
LFD Board of Directors 
about the process during 
their Sept. 9 board meeting.

Two years ago, Senate Bill 
1068 authorized rural fire 
districts to annex proper-
ties that were within a sev-
en-mile radius of the dis-
trict’s fire station. What had 
been happening was that 
some properties were not 
paying taxes toward fire pro-
tection and were, essentially, 
receiving the service at no 
cost while their neighbors 
within the district boundar-
ies were paying taxes for the 
same service.

The Lebanon Fire District 
covers 134 square miles, 
generally bordered by La-
comb, Berlin, Sodaville, 
Steckley Road, and Highway 

226. Along the borders of the 
LFD coverage area, some of 
the more rural locations are 
carved into the district while 
other properties are not.

According to Hedding, 
letters were sent out to the 
Lacomb area, Middle Ridge, 
McDowell Creek, Red Bridge 
Road, Spicer School Road 
and Plainview Drive, among 
others.

“It wasn’t on our radar 
that they weren’t paying the 
taxes,” Hedding said. “Previ-
ously, we just assumed they 
were and we would carry on 
and provide services for no 
fees.”

The letter explains that 
these property owners can 
move forward to annex into 
the district, but if they do 
not, then their properties 
can automatically be an-
nexed when certain condi-
tions occur – when a change 
in property ownership takes 
place, a building permit is 
issued, or a new structure is 
built.

For those who choose not 
to annex into the LFD cover-
age area, the fire district may 

still respond to fires and in-
cidents, but it could end up 
costing the property owner 
as much as three times the 
service cost. Hedding said it 
was estimated that, on the 
low end, a rural residential 
fire could cost the home-
owner about $14,000. 

For those within the fire 
district and, thus, paying 
$48 a month (give or take, 
depending on home value) 
in taxes toward fire protec-
tion, there is no added cost.

The district sent out 115 
letters notifying the prop-
erty owners about their in-
terest to annex, and pret-
ty quickly Hedding began 
receiving phone calls and 
questions. While some peo-
ple were initially not hap-
py, they got their questions 
answered and walked away 
with a better understanding, 
she said.

Some asked why this re-
quest to annex was happen-
ing now (answer: LFD was 
not aware these properties 
were outside the district un-
til SB1068 brought it to their 
attention), why their prop-

erties were no longer in the 
fire district (answer: they 
were never in the district), 
and will they still be billed 
if they choose not to annex 
but a neighbor calls for ser-
vice on their property (an-
swer: yes).

In other business during 
the board meeting, Fire 
Chief Joseph Rodondi an-
nounced his plans to retire, 
and the board authorized 
him to enter into negotia-
tions with Operations Chief 
John Tacy to fill the position 
until a replacement is hired.
Also Rodondi informed 
the board:

• The BLS (Basic Life Sup-
port) Medic 36 ambulance 
dual-role pilot program will 
conclude this month, after 
which time they will evalu-
ate whether to continue it in 
the next budget cycle.

• The district will change 
the fee schedule for FireMed. 
Currently there’s a yearly 
rate of $70 and a discounted 
rate of $120 for two years. 
The district will eliminate 
the two-year rate and re-
place it with an auto-renew-

al discount.
• The district is getting 

ready to launch an online 
storefront, where they will 
sell challenge coins, pins, 
T-shirts and hats. Board 
member Matt Herb suggest-
ed adding to the store an 
option to donate life jackets 
to the kiosk program and 
donations for the displaced 
family fund.

• The district will soon 
receive 75% of requested 
FEMA money for a winter 
storm event that took place 
more than two years ago.

• OC John Tacy reported 
multiple fire organizations, 
including LFD, are asking 
Rep. Dacia Grayber to sub-
mit a letter to Gov. Tina 
Kotek asking for a carve-out 
for rural EMS in Oregon. He 
explained they are request-
ing consideration for the 
rural health transformation 
bill, which is part of the Big 
Beautiful Bill, granting $100 
million every year for four 
years. The ask is that some 
of that money be used to 
support rural EMS services 
in Oregon.

Local Service - Powerful Equipment
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of dumpster out and trash 
spread out, 2700 block S San-
tiam Hwy.

6:39 p.m. - Report taken for 
dog bite at Twin Cedars mo-
bile home park. A loose dog 
attacked another dog. Former 
dog taken to police station 
kennels and latter dog will 
be seen by a vet for leg inju-
ry. Emily Ann Nunn, 44, cited 
for allowing dog to become a 
public nuisance.

10:16 p.m. - Shain Nicho-
las Hersey, 50, cited on LMC 
warrant.

11:32 p.m. - Police attempt-
ed stop for no front plate or 
hood, driver started driving 

recklessly with speeds over 
100 mph, S Santiam Hwy./
Weldwood Dr.
Sept. 12

7:27 a.m. - Schrene Ma-
rie Worley, 56, cited on LMC 
warrant.

9:40 a.m. - Caller reported 
slashed tire, 1700 block Car-
roll St.

2:01 p.m. - Stephen John-
son, 67, of Lebanon, arrested 
for criminal trespassing II, 
1600 block S. 7th St. Cited and 
released. Report taken. 

3:35 p.m. - A juvenile sub-
ject threw pizza sauce on 
another juvenile’s car at the 
high school. Subject agreed to 
wash car or pay for damages, 
if any.

4:52 p.m. - Chance Lee 

Seiber, 26, cited for driving 
uninsured, S 3rd/Tangent Sts.

5:36 p.m. - Matthew Doyle, 
32, of Lebanon, cited for 
speeding, 45/25, 39300 block 
Gross St. 

5:58 p.m. - Subject given 
doses of Narcan, then drove 
away. Sonny Allen Agrelius, 
28, charged with fleeing or 
attempting to elude, reckless 
driving, DUII, unlawful pos-
session of fentanyl and fail-
ure to perform duties of driv-
er. Near Ralston Park and at 
1200 block Filbert Ave.

8:59 p.m. - Caller reported 
subject trying to jump in front 
of cars, 1500 block S 10th St.

9:03 p.m. - Floyd Dorgan, 

PUBLIC SAFETY
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Welcome to the 3 
bedroom 2 bath House, 
a charming residence 
located in the heart of 
Lebanon, OR. This home 
boasts three spacious 
bedrooms and two full 
bathrooms, providing 
ample space for 
comfortable living. The 
house is equipped with 
essential appliances 
including washer/dryer hook ups, range, fridge, 
dishwasher, and microwave, ensuring all your daily 
needs are met with ease. The property also features a 
generous 2-car garage, perfect for vehicle storage or 
a workshop. Additionally, a storage shed is available 
on the premises, o ering extra space for your 
belongings. This house combines functionality and 
convenience, making it a perfect place to call home.

FOR RENT - 272 TRILLIUM PL., LEBANON

$2200
RENT

3
BED

2
BATH

1152
SQ.FT.

LARGE
BACK YARD

WWW.EASTLINNPROPERTYMANAGEMENT.COM
(541) 367-7368   |   KARYN.ELPM@GMAIL.COM

Dan Speasl
Class of 1970 
Athletics / Humanitarian 
Service

Dan Speasl, Class of 1970, 
has been selected for induc-
tion into the Bud and Doro-
thy Page LHS Hall of Fame for 
outstanding achievements in 
both athletics and humanitar-
ian service.

Speasl’s success as a wres-
tler developed into even great-
er achievements as a coach.  
Following an impressive wres-
tling career as an LUHS War-
rior, Speasl enrolled at Ore-
gon State University where he 
lettered in wrestling. He then 
transferred to Southern Ore-
gon College (now University) 
as a sophomore, where he won 

three NAIA All-American ti-
tles, the first Southern Oregon 
athlete to ever do so in any 
sport.  Following graduation, 
he accepted a teaching and 
coaching position at Crater 
High School in Central Point.

Speasl was the head wres-
tling coach at Crater High 
from 1974 to 1985, and his 
obituary remembers him as 

taking the team “from the back 
of the class to a state contend-
er.”  According to the National 
Wrestling Hall of Fame, Speasl 
“built one of the most compet-
itive and dominant programs 
in the history of Oregon high 
school wrestling.”  During his 
coaching career, his wrestlers 
earned 112 individual district 
titles, 121 individual state 
places, 10 individual state 
championships, and six Or-
egon high school State team 
titles.

Beyond coaching, Speasl 
developed significant schol-
arship opportunities for stu-
dents.  He was one of the 
three founders of the Crater 
Foundation, which has grant-
ed $7.6 million in scholarships 
to Crater High graduates over 
the years. Since 2000, the Cra-
ter Foundation has awarded a 
scholarship to every graduat-
ing senior who has applied.

In 2016, Speasl contacted 

LHS wrestling coach Michael 
Cox, asking if he could help 
organize and fundraise a wres-
tling scholarship for Lebanon 
wrestlers in Coach Dick Weis-
brodt’s name. 

 “I had no idea where to start, 
but Dan walked me through 
it every step of the way,” Cox 
said. “We have raised over 
$25,000 and counting.” Every 
year, two LHS wrestlers are 
awarded a $1,000 scholarship. 

Speasl has been inducted 
into the SOU Athletic Hall 
of Fame, the Oregon Athlet-
ic Directors Hall of Fame, the 
Crater High School Athletic 
Hall of Fame, the Crater High 
School Achievement Hall of 
Fame, and received the Na-
tional Wrestling Hall of Fame’s 
“Lifetime Service to Wrestling” 
award.

Speasl passed away in 2023. 
He and his wife, Sandy, were 
married 45 years and had a 
son, David.

Milton Moran Jr.
Class of 1971
Business / Humanitarian 
Service

Milton I. Moran Jr., Class of 
1971, has been selected for 
induction into the Bud and 
Dorothy Page LHS Hall of 
Fame for both his business 
leadership and humanitarian 
service.  

Moran is president of Cas-
cade Timber Consulting 
Inc. in Sweet Home, which 
manages all timber land op-
erations and fiscal manage-
ment of 145,000 acres of Hill 
Timber Limited Partnership 
lands. He began his career 
with CTC following gradu-
ation from Central Oregon 
Community College with an 
associate of science degree 
in forest technology in 1973, 
and has been with the com-
pany for 52 years, serving in 
various management roles 
prior to becoming president 

in 2018.
Moran’s leadership in for-

estry management literal-
ly spans the globe. He has 
served on countless boards 
and committees, chairing 
many of them, such as the 
Oregon Forest Industries 
Council, the Northwest Log 
Rules Group (past president), 
the COCC and OSU Cascades 

Campus Forestry Advisory 
Committee, and numerous 
committees for the Oregon 
Department of Forestry, to 
name a few. 

On a national level, he has 
represented private landown-
ers on the Federal USFS & 
BLM Large Wildland Fire In-
cident Commanders Council. 

Since 2020, Moran has 
been a member of the Board 
of Governors for Cainard For-
estry in New Zealand.

Moran’s commitment to 
his community is as impres-
sive as his professional lead-
ership, particularly his work 
to improve access to quality 
healthcare and to provide op-
portunities for children. 

Representing Sweet Home 
on the Samaritan Lebanon 
Community Hospital Board 
of Directors since 2004 and 
on the Samaritan System 
Healthcare Board since 2014 
(board chair 2020-22), Moran 
championed Sweet Home’s 

need for improved medi-
cal facilities. As co-chair for 
fundraising, he was instru-
mental in accomplishing the 
construction of Sweet Home’s 
new clinic, urgent care and 
pharmacy facility.

Improving the lives of 
Sweet Home’s children is 
also important to Moran. He 
served on the school board 
for eight years and held lead-
ership positions on the bud-
get committee and the high 
school advisory committee 
and site council.

 As a member of the Boys 
and Girls Clubs of the Great-
er Santiam Fundraising and 
Building Project Committee, 
Moran played a key role in 
raising funds to construct 
Sweet Home’s new Club and 
Community Center facility.

Moran and his wife Jane 
(Duerr) have been married 
49 years, raised four children, 
built three new houses, and 
have seven grandchildren.

HALL OF FAME

Milton Moran Jr.

Dan Speasl

See Public Safety, Page 7

Four Lebanon 
High alums 
selected for  
Hall of Fame 

Four Lebanon High 
School alumni have been 
selected as this year’s in-
ductees into the Bud and 
Dorothy Page Lebanon 
High School Alumni Hall 
of Fame.

The Hall of Fame rec-
ognizes Lebanon High 
School graduates who 
have made significant 
achievements in the 
fields of arts and enter-
tainment, science and 
medicine, business, hu-
manitarian service and 
athletics.

Lebanon High School's 
Hall of Fame is intend-
ed to promote Lebanon 
pride, inspire students 
by highlighting the suc-
cesses of those who’ve 
gone before them, and 
raise scholarships for 
the Bud Page Leadership 
Award.

This year’s inductees 
are Carol Herron, Ben 
Masog, Milt Moran and 
Dan Speasl. 

Read more about these 
inductees in the Septem-
ber and October issues 
of Lebanon Local and at 
lebanonlocalnews.com. 

This year’s induction 
ceremony will be held 
Oct. 25 at the Boulder 
Falls Event Center. 

Tickets can be pur-
chased at RKI Insurance, 
1175 S. Main St.
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63, of Lebanon, arrested on 
warrant following report of 
dispute in 38700 block La-
comb Dr. Cited and released. 
Report taken. 

9:21 p.m. - Caller reported 
crash involving vehicle and 
pedestrian in area of Santiam 
Hwy./Santiam Terrace Rd. 
However, when LCSO arrived, 
it turned out to be a deer 
rather than a person. Vehicle 
had left scene and deer was 
off the road. 
Sept. 11

12:55 a.m. - Crash report-
ed in area of Oak St./Denny 
School Rd. Vehicle was gone 
when LCSO arrived. 

2:40 a.m. - Ecatarina Lucia 
Nordahl, 37, cited for driving 
while suspended and failure 
to register, Sodaville Rd./S 
Santiam Hwy.

2:54 a.m. - Pamela Jean 
Smith, 65, cited on LMC war-
rant.

3:20 a.m. - James Allen 
Moore III, 36, cited on AMC 

warrant.
5:06 a.m. - Callers reported 

hearing gunshots, between 
100 block E Ash and E Rose 
Sts.

7:07 a.m. - Caller report-
ed that truck reported stolen 
the day before from 200 block 
Taylor St. had been located 
and recovered by owner. 

9:40 a.m. - Harley Dixie 
Gene Tinker Vader, 20, cited 
on warrants with LMC and 
LCCC.

10:53 a.m. - Emily Kings-
berry, 29, of Lebanon, cited 
for two counts of dog at large, 
River/Perkins drives. Report 
taken. 

11:57 a.m. - Caller reported 
female punched him in the 
face while he was at a stop 
light, W Airport Rd./S San-
tiam Hwy.

12:31 p.m. - Unidentified 
subjects cited on LMC war-
rants.

2:33 p.m. - Caller reported 
credit card had been fraudu-
lently used in five purchases 
totaling $655.18, 39500 block 
Gross St., Waterloo. 

2:41 p.m. - Caller reported 
subject playing guitar behind 
Rife’s, being loud and erratic, 
throwing the guitar, talking to 
himself and yelling.

3:31 p.m. - Caller reported 
hit and run when motorhome 
backed into her parked car at 
Lebanon Retail Center.

3:50 p.m. - Caller reported 
hit and run when neighbor 
backed into his car and re-
fused to give insurance info, 
1000 block S 10th St.

4:04 p.m. - Caller reported 
theft of bike, 600 block Evans 
Dr. Juvenile suspect returned 
property to rightful owner.

4:19 p.m. - Caller report-
ed female at Ralston Park 
screaming, yelling, throwing 
things in bathroom. Lisa Ilene 
Borden, 39, taken into custo-
dy on Linn County Supervi-
sory warrant.

5:09 p.m. - Caller report-
ed mail and packages stolen 
from mailbox in 40100 block 
Mt. Hope Dr. over past sev-
eral weeks. Value of stolen 
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Suspect charged with 
murder of local man

An Albany man has been 
lodged on a manslaughter 
charge in connection with the 
death of a Lebanon man.

Skyler Stuckey, 21, of Leba-
non, was fatally shot in Port-
land on Dec. 31, 2023.

The Portland Police Bureau 
reported that the North Pre-
cinct responded to a call in 
the 1100 block of Northeast 
Faloma Road at 8:09 p.m. on 
that evening. Police found 
two men, who were later tak-
en to the hospital for wounds.

Stuckey was later identified 
as one of the victims of the 
incident in the East Colum-
bia neighborhood. He died of 
gunshot wounds shortly after 
arriving at the hospital. The 
other victim, an unidentified 
male, survived his head inju-
ries.

Jimmi Lawing, 18, of Alba-
ny, was recently arrested and 
charged with the first-degree 
manslaughter of Stuckey.

A witness at the scene, Jack 
Durrett, said he heard gun-
shots just outside his house 
while watching a football 
game. When he went out-
side to investigate, he found 
Stuckey in a car and saw the 
unidentified male run into 

his yard. Durrett said he’s 
lived in the neighborhood for 
33 years and nothing like this 
has ever happened there. He’s 
found bullet holes in his cars, 
boat and house.

A third individual was seen 
fleeing on foot.

If anyone has information 
about this incident, they are 
asked to contact Det. Brent 
Christensen at Brent.Chris-
tensen@police.portlandore-
gon.gov or by phone at (503) 
823-2087, or Det. Meghan 
Burkeen at Meghan.Bur-
keen@police.portlandore-
gon.gov and by phone at (503) 
823-2092. Reference case 
number 23-336668.

File Photo
Skyler Stuckey

See Public Safety, Page 10

Comp-NW medical university 
takes next step toward expansion

Western University of 
Health Sciences (WesternU) 
announced it received the 
deed for 150 acres of land 
in Lebanon to be used in the 
university’s plan for expan-
sion.

The land – bordered by 
Gill’s Landing to the north, 
Riverview School to the 
south, and the South San-
tiam River flowing along the 
east – was formerly the site 
of the Santiam and Willa-
mette Industries mills, often 
referred to as the “old mill” 
property.

The Heatherington Foun-
dation for Innovation and 
Education in Health Care 
donated the land for the 
new campus, while Fami-
lyCare, Inc. donated $22.5 
million toward the expan-
sion. WesternU’s College 
of Osteopathic Medicine 
of the Pacific Northwest 
(COMP-Northwest in Leb-
anon) will be renamed to 
the Heatherington College 
of Osteopathic Medicine in 
honor of Dr. Jeff Heather-
ington, who is president of 
both donor organizations.

WesternU in Leba-
non currently operates 
COMP-Northwest and the 
College of Health Scienc-
es-Northwest (CHS-North-
west). The former, Oregon’s 
only osteopathic medical 
school, confers doctorate 
degrees in osteopathic med-
icine, while the latter offers a 
physical therapy program.

The university, which also 
operates colleges in Califor-

nia, is developing a master 
plan for the new land, with 
plans to establish a graduate 
program in behavioral health 
there.

The school reported the 
development will “empha-
size the use of Oregon’s 
natural resources, net-zero 
construction principles, and 
restoration of the land’s nat-

ural habitat,” with “abundant 
greenspaces, art, culture, 
and state-of-the-art teaching 
and learning environments.” 
The school’s plan includes 
restoring the area’s ecosys-
tem to encourage the return 
of native flora and fauna.

To see its fulfillment, West-
ernU will launch a compre-
hensive fundraising cam-
paign.

Photo provided by Laura Gillott
A design concept shows what the new WesternU campus in Leb-
anon might look like on the old mill property.
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By Sarah Brown
Lebanon Local

Trying to recall her earliest 
memory wasn’t so easy for Lil-
lian Roberts. 

After all, she had little mo-
ment’s notice to pull 100 
years of recollections from 
her memory.

Roberts was sitting on a 
small sofa inside a local tea 
house with her daughter Car-
ol Dinges, daughter-in-law 
Sheryle Roberts, and friends 
Lynden Brown and Jane Les-
perance. They were gathered 
together to celebrate the cen-
tenarian’s birthday.

Roberts was born Aug. 28, 
1925, in Vernonia. She was 
the fifth and final child in 
her family, and the only one 
of them born in Oregon after 
they had moved to the state 
from Mississippi in 1923. 
They joined the ever-increas-
ing numbers of people who 
moved to Vernonia when a 
new lumber mill was built. 
In 1920, the city’s population 
was 142. By 1930 it was 1,625.

Roberts had two brothers 
and two sisters, and it is them, 
she said, who make up a lot of 
her earliest memories.

“The two oldest were my 
brothers, who both adored 
me,” she said. “I think I was a 
pest.”

She recalled one of the 
brothers taking her for rides 
on the handlebars of his bicy-
cle. Despite how uncomfort-
able it was, she had so much 
fun that she never said any-
thing about it.

Much of Roberts’ childhood 
was spent during the Depres-
sion.

“I think I didn’t understand 
that times were really bad,” 
she said. “I knew that people 
didn’t have very much, but I 
didn’t realize how really terri-
ble the Depression was.”

Her mother took in board-
ers and her dad took on vari-
ous jobs, but they always had 
plenty of homegrown food.

A year after she graduated 
high school, Roberts attend-
ed Oregon State College, now 
Oregon State University, to 
study business.

“I don’t know why,” she said 
with a laugh. “There are oth-
er things I would have been 
much better at.”

Home economics seems like 
it would’ve been a more likely 
choice, Sheryle interjected, 

noting how good Roberts is at 
home-making and cooking. In 
fact, she’d just finished mak-
ing homemade applesauce.

But she also studied French, 
a skill that actually helps her 
finish crossword puzzles, 
Roberts said.

Still, she spent only two 
years at college, an education 
paid for by one of her broth-
ers who was a prisoner of 
war during World War II after 
his Air Force plane was shot 
down. At that time, the full 
cost of tuition was $35 for the 
winter term and $40 for the 
summer term.

It was at the college where 
Roberts met her husband, 
Charles. He was studying as 
a member of the Army Spe-
cialized Training Program, 
which enrolled enlisted men 
into schools to study scientif-
ic, technical, medical and lin-
guistic fields.

“I guess we fell in love,” Rob-
erts said. “Just before he went 
overseas, we were married; 
that was on Christmas day in 
1944.”

The next year, the war had 
ended and Charles was hon-
orably discharged, so he took 
his new wife to Rainier, where 
he built a career in the bank-
ing industry. Together, they 
raised two children, Carol and 
Charles “Chuck”, the latter of 
whom passed away from a 
rare cancer.

“The saddest day of my life 

was losing my son,” Roberts 
said.

After her children had 
moved away, Roberts took a 
job as an office manager at a 
center for children with dis-
abilities. It was an “extremely 
interesting job,” she said. 

In 2014, the pair sold their 
home overlooking the Colum-
bia River and moved to Leba-
non, where Dinges lives.

Looking back over the past 
100 years, it was hard for Rob-
erts to say which historical 
event was most important in 
her life, but she agreed with 
her daughter Carol that the 
war was significant because 
it played a role in meeting 
Charles and, ultimately, hav-
ing her two children.

She also has two grandchil-
dren –  “A beautiful grand-
daughter, and Andy is the 
best grandson anyone could 
have,” she said – and three 
great-grandchildren.

During her lifetime, Rob-
erts beat two life-threatening 
health scares, but every day 
she walks and works on cross-
word puzzles.

And, as is everyone’s right to 
answer one particular ques-
tion when they reach 100, 
Roberts was asked what she 
believes the secret to a long 
life is.

“I haven’t a clue, because I 
certainly haven’t had perfect 
health,” she responded.

Century milestone: Lebanon woman celebrates 100th birthday

Photos by Sarah Brown
Lillian Roberts, center, celebrates her 100th birthday flanked by 
(from left) daughter Carol Dinges, Lynden Brown, daughter-in-
law Sheryle Roberts and Jane Lesperance.

Lillian Roberts prepares to celebrate her 100th birthday at a lo-
cal tea house.



| PAGE 9September 24, 2025 | Lebanon Local

FIRE DEMONSTRATIONSFIRE SAFETY EXPOPANCAKE BREAKFAST
8:30 AM | Adults $10 Kids $5 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM | FREE Top of Each Hour | FREE

LEBANON FIRE DISTRICT 2ND ANNUAL

FIRE SAFETY
OCTOBER 4, 2025 | 1050 W. OAK STREET

Experience three live 
firefighter action 
scenarios! See house 
fire responses, 

hands-on rescue demonstra-
tions, and more up close. Don’t 
miss the action. Learn more at 
bit.ly/FireSafetyExpo

Start your day with a 
delicious pancake 
breakfast fundraiser 
benefiting LFCAIRS,

a nonprofit supporting fire loss 
victims. Learn more about 
LFCAIRS at bit.ly/LFCAIRS

Explore hands-on 
activities, safety 
booths, and the Junior 
Firefighter Challenge. 

Enjot door prizes, a station 
scavenger hunt and your Expo 
Passport for extra fun. Learn 
more at bit.ly/FireSafetyExpo

PANCAKE BREAKFAST   FIREFIGHTER SELFIE STATION
JUNIOR FIREFIGHTER CHALLENGE   LIVE SCENARIOS EVERY HOUR

SCAVENGER HUNT   DOOR PRIZES   AND MORE!

SIGNATURE EYE CARE

Experience Modern
Eye Care
Lifetime Vision Source of Lebanon 
offers comprehensive eye care 
services and in-demand lenses 
and frames to Lebanon and the 
surrounding communities.

90 Market St, Ste 20
Lebanon, OR 97355

Lifetime Vision Source of Lebanon

541-451-1144
lifetimevisionsource.com

75 Years of Faith

Congregants, above, gather at Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church to celebrate the church’s 75th 
anniversary. Below, the very first worship service of Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church in Leb-
anon was held on July 29, 1951. The Sept. 13 event consisted of food, singing, a special skit, 
and the opening of a time capsule that was created in 2010 for this particular anniversary. 
Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church was founded in 1950. They first worshiped at the Seventh Day 
Adventist Church until they built their own church on 5th and C streets. The growing congre-
gation expanded to their current location at 3111 S Main Road in 1990. See more photos of 
the event at lebanonlocalnews.com. 

Fire History on Display
Lebanon’s antique International fire hose wagon, now fully 

restored, is finally home and on display at Lebanon Fire Dis-
trict’s Station 31. 

With the help of several volunteers and high school stu-
dents, LFD Division Chief of Training Mark Fitzwater and Di-
vision Chief of Operations John Tacy have been restoring the 
wagon, getting their hands on every nook and cranny to make 
the piece sparkle.

When Station 31 was rebuilt in 2023, district officials made 
sure to carve out a special place f or the vehicle in front of a 
wall of windows. At night, lights put the wagon on full display.

The International, believed to be from 1917–1921, was the 
first motorized fire apparatus in Lebanon and served the city 
through the 1930s. Even after its fire service, the International 
continued to work, rolling through parades, carrying toy do-
nations at Christmas, and even competing in statewide fire 
musters.

Photo courtesy of Our Saviour's Lutheran Church
Photos by Sarah Brown
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HOME & GARDEN

1055 Tangent St. Lebanon

MON- FRI 7:30AM-6PM
 SATURDAY 8AM-5PM

541-258-7107
www.summitacehg.com

FURNITURE

(541) 259-3646

2550 S. SANTIAM HWY

INSURANCE

(541) 224-0081
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JEWELRY

(541) 258-2888

722 S. Main Street
tremlsjewelry.com

Custom Design
Diamond Specialist

JOLENE 
MULLENIX
Loan Consultant
NMLS #853502

(541) 570-2322

NMLS#174457

www.loanDepot.com/jmullenix

LOANS

Equal Housing Opportunity | 56 E. Airport Rd., 
Lebanon, OR 97355. loanDepot.com, LLC NMLS ID 

174457. Licensed by the OR Division of Finance and 
Corporate Securities, Mortgage Lending ML-4972. 

(091923 120284-1723)

REAL ESTATE

2345 S. Santiam Hwy., 
Lebanon, OR 97355

(541) 258-6100
���������������������������������

LOVE WHERE YOU LIVE, SHOP WHERE YOU LIVE.

EQUIPMENT

(541) 451-5213

"Powerful Equipment, Local Service"

1215 W Airway Road
Lebanon OR 97355

CascadePowerLebanon.com

Hours: M-F 8am-5pm
Sat 8am-noon
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SWAT team assists in 
Lebanon disturbance

Lebanon Police officers re-
sponded to a report of a do-
mestic disturbance on Dodge 
Street at approximately 9:53 
p.m. on Sept. 17.

A juvenile caller had report-
ed a male and female fighting 
inside a residence.

Officers arrived at the resi-
dence and could hear a female 
in distress. A male, identified 
as Jason Lloyd Knapp, 45, of 
Lebanon, confronted an offi-
cer with a knife inside the res-
idence. The officer was able 
to safely back out of the res-
idence and officers were able 
to relocate the female to a safe 
location.

Further investigation re-
vealed Knapp had started 
a fire inside the residence, 
which had since been ex-
tinguished, and had made 
threats to harm himself and 
others. Knapp then fled the 
residence on foot. With the 
assistance of the Linn County 
Sheriff’s Office and Albany Po-
lice Department, a search was 
initiated using K9 units and 
drone support.

A short time later, Knapp 
returned to the residence and 
made threats to ignite a fire 

using natural gas. As a precau-
tion, the utility company shut 
off the gas supply, and nearby 
residents were notified and 
advised to evacuate for their 
safety.

Due to Knapp refusing to 
exit the residence to be tak-
en into custody and making 
repeated threats of harm to 
himself and others, the Linn 
County Regional SWAT team 
was contacted and responded 
to assist. After several hours 
of encouraging Knapp to exit 
the residence, he eventually 
complied and was taken into 
custody, at which time officers 
noticed Knapp had self-

inflicted injuries that were 
non-life-threatening.

Knapp was charged with 
burglary I, arson I and viola-
tion of a release agreement. 
Knapp was transported to a 
local hospital for evaluation 
of the self-inflicted injuries 
and will be booked into the 
Linn County Jail upon medical 
clearance.

This case remains under in-
vestigation. Anyone with in-
formation is asked to contact 
Sergeant Miner at (541) 258-
4314.

PUBLIC SAFETY
From page 7
items estimated at $780. Re-
port taken. 

5:31 p.m. - Caller report-
ed garage door kicked in and 
kitchen window cut on vacant 
home, 1000 block S 10th St.

6:38 p.m. - Caller reported 
theft of iPhone after leaving 
it on toilet paper holder at 
Walmart.

7:44 p.m. - Andrew Jeremi-
ah Epting, 41, taken into cus-
tody for restraining order vio-
lation and stalking, 500 block 
C St. Report taken.
Sept. 10

1:38 p.m. - Christopher 
Francis Ciullo, 39, cited for 
driving while suspended and 
driving uninsured, Sodaville 
Rd./S Santiam Hwy.

2:50 p.m. - Truck reported 
stolen from 200 block Taylor 
St. Investigation ongoing. Re-
port taken. 

6:16 p.m. - Callers reported 
three loose dogs killed a cat, 
300 block E Isabella St. Jessica 
Rae McGuire, 42, cited for dog 
at large.

6:22 p.m. - Caller reported 
a subject was verbally aggres-
sive and “came at” him at Safe-
way gas station area. Caller 
was taking photo of subject’s 
truck, and subject was trying 
to block caller from taking 
photos. Donald K. Flanigan Jr., 
36, trespassed for life.

6:38 p.m. - Caller reported 
hit and run when car side-
swiped their parked car, 100 
block S 2nd St. Broken mirror 
and scuffing. Video of inci-
dent handed over to police.

7:09 p.m. - Caller reported 
subject shooting crossbow 
near Mark Slough. Caller sug-
gested it’s not safe, and sub-
ject threatened to fight him.

10:51 p.m. - Fawn Burleson, 
41, of Waterloo, arrested for 
three outstanding warrants 
and possession of controlled 

substance - meth. Kirk Mill-
er, 46, of Waterloo, arrested 
for two outstanding warrants 
and giving false information 
to law enforcement officer. 
4th/Star streets, Waterloo. 
Both lodged at Linn County 
Jail. Report taken. 

11:24 p.m. - OSP attempt-
ed to stop speeding vehicle, 
35/25, suspected to be oper-
ated, OSP reported, by Rebec-
ca Lyn Marlow, 53, of Albany, 
in area of Airport and Air-
way roads. According to OSP, 
Marlow, driving a Chevrolet 
Venture minivan, refused to 
yield, but trooper was able to 
maintain “distant visual” and 
was able to identify Marlow 
as the registered owner. Case 
referred to District Attorney’s 
Office. 
Sept. 9

12:13 a.m. - Elijah White, 
25, of Lebanon, cited for 
speeding, 71/55, 36100 block 
Hwy. 34. 

8:45 a.m. - Caden Waskom, 
25, cited for driving while sus-
pended and LMC warrant for 
driving while suspended, S 
5th/W Oak Sts.

9:46 a.m. - Caller who is 
renovating three-plex report-
ed drinks and paint are going 
missing, unknown how some-
one is getting in, 200 block E 
Sherman St.

1:21 p.m. - Caller report-
ed theft of phone and wallet 
from purse while shopping at 
Safeway. Loss valued at $150.

5:06 p.m. - Caller reported 
car was side-swiped while 
parked at Walmart.

6:04 p.m. - Deputies warned 
rock hounds about trespass-
ing in farm field, 38700 block 
Lacomb Dr. 

6:34 p.m. - Caller reported 
subject drove down driveway, 
broke caller’s car window with 
baseball bat and left, 1300 
block S Grove St.

8:04 p.m. - Officer respond-
ed to two-car crash at new 

traffic signal, Airport/Stoltz 
Hill Rd. Driver turning west 
from Stoltz Hill said the green 
arrow came on so she turned. 
Driver heading south on 
Stoltz Hill said car turned in 
front of him. There’s no green 
arrow, so southbound driver 
had right of way.

10:31 p.m. - Matthew Sa-
mard, 38, of Lebanon, cited 
for speeding, 81/55, for driv-
ing while suspended and driv-
ing uninsured, 30100 block 
Santiam Hwy. 

10:50 p.m. - Female driver 
almost struck bicyclist, 300 
block E Airport Rd. She was 
concerned, so she honked. 
He flipped her off, cursed and 
yelled, and hit the back of her 
car.

10:55 p.m. - Colette Mc-
Cool, 47, of Lebanon, cited 
for speeding, 71/55, Santiam 
Hwy./Horseshoe Loop. 

11:10 p.m. - Dylan Spence, 
22, of Sweet Home, cited for 
speeding, 72/55, 30600 block 
Santiam Hwy. 
Sept. 8

10:12 a.m. - Caller report-
ed neighbor has been leaving 
gifts on her porch and mow-
ing her yard, and she doesn’t 
want this happening, 100 
block Wheeler St.

1:24 p.m. - Caller report-
ed someone removed screws 
from community washing 
machine in attempt to take 
coins, causing damage to ma-
chines, 000 block Market St.

2:09 p.m. - LCSO investigat-
ed case in which elderly cou-
ple fell victim to crypto scam, 
resulting in loss of $24,000. 
1900 block Strawberry Lane. 
According to LCSO, this was 
an email phishing scam that 
looked like Paypal. Scammer 
asked that money be sent to 
them through a “Rocketcoin 
ATM.” Report taken. 

See additional Public 
Safety report listings at 
lebanonlocalnews.com. 
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By Sarah Brown
Lebanon Local

The Sodaville City Council 
was updated on well prog-
ress, and approved a month-
ly $10 maintenance fee on 
utility bills during its Aug. 25 
meeting.

Following a work session 
held earlier in the month, the 
council approved a resolu-
tion implementing a $10 fee 
on all utility bills to build up 
a reserve for water system re-
pairs and expansion.

Mayor Brian Lewis told the 
council that Oregon Water 
Resources Department visit-
ed Sodaville to look at wells 
3 and 6. They measured Ray 
Jackman’s well (which might 
be drilled as the city’s Well 6 
project) and hit water at 52 
feet, and discussed how pipes 
would have to be laid to pump 
the water to the city’s tower.

Lewis mentioned there has 
always been a concern about 
costs to install the pipes, 
which might exceed what 
the city has in grant funds to 
complete a new well project.

OWRD then looked at Well 
3, where the department be-
lieves previous drilling had 
broken through the “aquifer.” 
They offered to bring in their 
equipment at no cost to the 
city to test the well. The con-
cern is that if another well is 
drilled there as an “exempt 
well,” then the city would just 
be pumping water into a pool 

of water that’s draining.
As such, the bottom of the 

well might need to be capped 
off.

“(If) we can get Well 3 
capped off where it’s not 
draining water out the bot-
tom, we might be able to save 
Well 3 and bring it up to be a 
high producer again,” Lewis 
said.

However, during the city’s 
brief City Council meet-
ing held Sept. 18, Lewis in-

formed the council that 
OWRD learned Well 3 is built 
such that they can’t use their 
equipment on it. There are 
still some options to consid-
er, but further discussion on 
the matter will be placed on 
future council agendas.

Meanwhile, the city’s ap-
plication for water rights for 
a new well is on hold for 180 
days while the city figures out 
if it wants to continue pursu-
ing new rights or go another 

direction, such as transfer-
ring water rights or having an 
exempt well.
In other business, the 
council:

• Approved a resolution to 
use grant funds received from 
OWRD for water hauling as 
needed.

• Denied a permit applica-
tion for temporary use of an 
RV. The council learned the 
applicant had been living in 
his RV for “a number of years” 

on another person’s proper-
ty. He had filed an applica-
tion two years ago, but never 
re-applied every six months, 
as required. The city received 
complaints about the situa-
tion, and learned the prop-
erty owner doesn’t want the 
man living on her property.

• Approved a building per-
mit application to build a 
shop on property owned 
Lewis, who abstained from 
the discussion and vote.
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Lebanon’s
New Neighbor Program
Lebanon is welcoming new

residents to town by
extending hospitality from
our local merchants as well
as maps and guides to help
them settle in Our Town!  

If you or someone you know is new
to Lebanon and would like a 

New Neighbor Packet 
Stop by the Lebanon Chamber of Commerce  

Monday-Saturday
1040 S. Park St., Lebanon

And it’s FREE!

“Welcome!”

Sodaville will implement monthly fee for water maintenance

Social media fundraiser continues as district mulls stadium options
By Scott Swanson
Lebanon Local

Lebanon sports spectators 
are having to make do this 
fall following the shutdown 
last spring of Heath Stadi-
um grandstand seating due 
to structural concerns and 
changes in insurance cover-
age. 

Fans are sitting in the vis-
itors section while the main 
grandstand sits empty. 

“This is not super comfort-
able for anybody,” said Leb-
anon High School Athletic 
Director Kraig Hoene. “We’ve 
always kind of prided our-
selves with our stadium setup 
for visitors, with the elevated 
seating (across from the home 
grandstand).

“We don’t have the space 
we used to have in our home 
stands. It is what it is. 

We’re just trying to give the 
kids, especially our seniors, 
and their parents the best ex-
perience possible under the 
circumstances.” 

Meanwhile, the district is 
working on a plan to rebuild 
the grandstand, built in 1957, 
which has deteriorated struc-
turally, Hoene said. 

The district reported in April 

that deteriorating concrete, 
and “significant rust and cor-
rosion” had made the struc-
ture unsafe. The grandstand, 
the district said then, was in-
sured at “actual cash value” 
rather than replacement cost, 
due to its age and condition. 

Hoene said actual cost es-
timates for a replacement are 
still in the works by district 
facilities officials and numbers 
are being “thrown around” in 
the community “that are true 

or not true.” 
“It’s going to depend on the 

options we choose,” he said, 
“how we go about it, what kind 
of stadium, what kind of con-
figuration. A lot of it’s just a 
guesstimate.”

Since July the district has 
participated in the Friday 
Night Lights program spon-
sored by the T-Mobile mobile 
network operator that offers 
a prize package valued at ap-
proximately $1 million, in-

cluding cash, a weight room 
upgrade by Rob Gronkowski, 
and consultation with a stadi-
um experience expert. 

Some 440 high schools are 
participating in the program 
this year. 

T-Mobile launched the pro-
gram last year to, the company 
said, “support small towns by 
giving high schools a chance 
to showcase their spirit and 
compete for a game-changing 
football field upgrade.” Com-

munities with a population of 
150,000 or less are eligible to  
participate. 

 Twenty-five finalists were 
to be announced starting 
Sept. 25, all of whom will get 
$25,000. Each finalist will get 
its own page on the Friday 
Night 5G Lights website www.
fridaynight5Glights.com web-
site, and voters can cast a vote 
for the finalist selection they 
choose. 

Hoene said people who 
want to support the high 
school’s campaign for funding 
can make a social media post 
on Instagram or X (formerly 
Twitter) using the hashtags 
#fn5glsweepstakes, #lebanon-
wins, #LHSwarriors and #leb-
anonoregon. 

Posts should show school 
spirit, community involve-
ment, and support for stu-
dent-athletes. Posters should 
make sure their profiles are 
public and post frequently, as 
each individual post counts as 
an entry, increasing Lebanon's 
chances to win.  

The final grand prize winner 
will be announced Oct. 30. 

Lebanon won $5,000 from 
T-Mobile last year in a weekly 
award drawing, Hoene said. 

Photo courtesy of Lebanon School District
Temporary bleachers for home fans stand next to the Heath Stadium grandstands.
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FREE
McMuffin®

Breakfast Sandwich
of equal or lesser value with
purchase of any McMuffin®

Breakfast Sandwich

FREE
Medium Fries and
Medium Soft Drink

With purchase of a
premium sandwich

valued at $2 or more

Expires 12/31/25

Valid only at
Lebanon, OR McDonald’s®
Not valid with any other offer,

discount, coupon or meal. Limit
one coupon per person per visit.

Cash value 1/20 of 1 cent.
Expires 12/31/25

Valid only at
Lebanon, OR McDonald’s®
Not valid with any other offer,

discount, coupon or meal. Limit
one coupon per person per visit.

Cash value 1/20 of 1 cent.

Bites Around the Block: 
Discover Local Yum!

We invite you to embark 
on a culinary adventure. 

Rediscover your town
one plate at a time. 

Dine with pride, knowing 
that with every bite, 

you’re celebrating our 
local heritage, traditions, 

and community spirit.

TAQUERIA
DOS ARBOLITOS

Great Mexican Food!
50 W. Oak St., Lebanon

541-258-5798

District encouraged by number of incoming kindergarteners
By Scott Swanson
Lebanon Local

Lebanon Community 
School District got a good 
crop of kindergarteners at the 
beginning of the school year, 
Supt. Jennifer Meckley told 
School Board members at 
their monthly meeting Thurs-
day, Sept. 18. 

Meckley reported that, as 
of Sept. 10, the district had 
3,898 students, including 35 
Pre-K students split between 
Cascades and Green Acres 
schools. She said that on Sept. 
17 the number had risen to 
3,908, noting that the number 
“goes up and down quite a bit 
in the first few days.” 

Financial Services Director 
Steven Prososki said the dis-
trict does not get funding for 
pre-K students, so the Sept. 
17 total that would be funded 
would be 3,872. That number, 
he said, is 26 below the dis-
trict’s projection for the year, 
“which is a pretty good guess-
timate.” 

“What I look at there is that 
we’re funded by the State 
Schools Fund per student, 
based on enrollment, and 
that’s balanced out through-
out the whole state. 

He said that the district gets 
about $11,000 per student, so 
if it is down by 26 students, 
“we would be over-fund-
ed right now, if the enroll-
ment stayed there, by about 
$289,000.” 

Meckley said the district’s 
enrollment has declined slow-
ly, “not drastically.” 

“We were actually very 
pleased to see the kindergar-
ten numbers as high as they 
were,” she told the board, add-
ing that districts across the 
state have seen decreases in 
their kindergarten numbers 
due to reduced birth rates. 

“Our kindergarten numbers 
came in really strong, which 
is good for us, long-term. And 
they’re so cute,” she added, 
laughing.  

She said the district’s Pre-K 
enrollment has grown from 
one class last year, funded by 
the Promise Grant, to three 
this year. 

“It’s very, very exciting,” 
Meckley said, crediting Cas-
cades Principal Ryan Christ-
ner for overseeing the grant. 
“It’s been a good thing for our 
community. We’re going to try 
to continue to grow that.” 

Board Member Clyde Rood 
asked if the district had seen 
academic improvement from 
students who had attended 
district Pre-K versus those 
that have not or have come 
from other Pre-K programs. 

Meckley said said there isn’t 
enough data yet to determine 
that yet, because the program 
is so young. 

“Every program tries to 
track that,” she said. “Every 
preschool asks us that ques-
tion because other preschools 
want to know how their kids 
are doing.”

She said she could provide 
“anecdotal data,” citing what 
she said Christner has told 
her about the Pre-K students’ 
“readiness for school” being 
“significantly better, wheth-
er it was academically or just 
readiness to be in a classroom 
and follow directions.” 

Meckley told board mem-
bers that they would get a re-
port on class sizes in October, 
“which is a new contractual 
requirement.” 

District Goals Review
Meckley reported on the 

district’s goals, which, she 
said, fulfill state requirements 
as well as guiding district ac-
tivities. 

The goals have five pri-
mary focus areas: academic 
achievement, safety and be-
longing, financial integrity, 
effective facilities and com-
munity connections. 

“Everything that we do 
aligns to these five areas,” 
Meckley told the board. 

The state evaluates the dis-
trict based on its academic 
achievement numbers, “but if 
we don’t have goals around all 
of the other areas and efficient 
systems, then we’re not going 
to get academic achievement, 
so we try to focus on all of 
those areas,” she said.

She noted that the district 
exceeded its target numbers 
in academic achievement in 
2023-24, the most recent year 
that actual proficiency results 
are available for third-grade 
English language arts profi-
ciency, ninth-grade on-track 
to graduate, and four- and 
five-year high school cohort 
completion rates, and over-
all attendance which are the 
metrics measured for the 
state. 

Meckley said that, following 
the passage of the Education 
Accountability Bill last spring, 
“we will be adding kindergar-
ten attendance and eighth-
grade math. 

She said that the district 
looks to be on track to exceed 
its goals for 2024-25. 

She added that schools will 
be using a new formative as-
sessment data form that will 
track their success in meeting 
goals that will be completed 
three times a year, also a re-
quirement of the Account-
ability Bill. 

She said district principals 
are scheduled to fill out the 
new form on Sept. 30 and 
that the data will be populat-
ed into a summary sheet that 

will show the district-level 
data. 

The other goals, she said, 
seek to ensure students’ phys-
ical and psychological safety 
and acceptance “for their au-
thentic selves;” accurate bud-
geting, long-term financial 
planning and financial trans-
parency; ensure the prop-
er maintenance, safety and 
security of district facilities, 
and create opportunities for 
capital projects; and increase 
community engagement and 
partnerships, and family in-
volvement. 

Cellphone Policy 
Board members briefly 

discussed the district’s draft 
cellphone policy, which, as of 
their meeting, required that 
all personal electronic devic-
es capable of calling, texting 
or accessing the internet in-
dependently of the district’s 
network, be powered off and 
stored in students’ lockers or 
backpacks during the entire 
instructional day, unless au-
thorized by a school admin-
istrator. 

It also prohibits invading 
the privacy of others, includ-
ing taking, sharing or posting 
unauthorized images or vid-
eos of other students or staff, 
and bans the posting of such 
content on social media. 

Students are not permitted 
to access social media plat-
forms using personal or dis-
trict devices while on school 
grounds or at district-spon-
sored events unless autho-
rized by a school administra-
tor for educational purposes.

Various levels of discipline 
will be administered fol-
lowing progressive steps for 
those who don’t comply, rang-
ing from verbal warnings for 
initial offenses to meetings 
between school administra-

tors and family members, to 
consequences that will be 
determined. The policy also 
includes consequences for 
using PED’s for academic dis-
honesty, illegal activity (sex-
ting, unauthorized recording, 
harassment), violation of pri-
vacy or disruption of school 
activities. 

It also includes instructions 
for emergencies and exemp-
tions for medical and other 
needs. 

Board Member Mike Mar-
tin said he liked the policy 
but wondered if it should 
be modified to specify what 
kinds of district events might 
be subject to the policy, such 
as a field trip, versus a football 
game. 

Rood added that he did not 
think the restrictions should 
apply to sporting events, but 
noted that OSAA has au-
thority over sporting events, 
and said he would like to see 
a clause to that effect in the 
policy. 

He and Meckley noted that 
events, such as wrestling 
tournaments, sometimes are 
held during the instructional 
day. 

She said the district’s ad-
ministrative regulation is 
“easy to change – it doesn’t 
have to go through two read-
ings.” 

She said issues such as 
those “are discussions at ev-
ery meeting I go to.” 

Board Member Melissa 
Braurer suggested that they 
add “during instructional 
hours” to the policy to clar-
ify that issue and the board 
agreed to pull the policy off 
the consent agenda so that 
change could be made before 
they approved it. 

See School Board, Page 15
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Discover Local Yum!
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Rediscover your town
one plate at a time. 

Dine with pride, knowing 
that with every bite, 

you’re celebrating our 
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EST. 1970

slots and tickets spit out for 
points earned.

Instead of modern game 
cards arcades use today, the 
Robisons issue out custom 
tokens to their customers and 
use paper tickets for prizes.

According to Mitch, the 
couple wanted people to be 
able to tap into the kinesthet-
ic response one gets when 
they put coins into the ma-
chine and feel tickets in their 
hands.

“When we touch it, when 
we feel it, it makes us feel 
good,” he said. “When you 
pick up all those tokens, when 
you hear the tokens hit the 
bottom, it sounds nice. And 
when you hit the jackpot, 
you get to see all those tickets 
pour out and then you get to 
pick ‘em up and hold ‘em and 
feel ‘em.”

It’s that physical and stim-
ulating sensation they want-
ed their customers to have, 
something that can’t be ex-
perienced with player cards, 
Nicole said.

“When a kid hits the jack-
pot and it goes to a player's 
card, you don’t know that you 
hit a jackpot, you don’t know 
how many tickets you have,” 
she said. “But when those 
tickets start pouring out and 
everyone’s looking and you’re 
the cool kid, it’s a great feel-
ing.”

The other thing the Robi-
son’s focused on in their busi-
ness was affordability.

While visiting several ar-
cades in the state, they found 
the reloadable game cards 
usually cost money to ob-
tain and required a minimum 
amount of, like, $10 put on 
them, Mitch said.

“We didn’t want that,” he 
said. “We wanted a kid to 
come in and have five bucks 

and throw five bucks in and 
have fun, right? We just really 
want to make it accessible to 
this community.”

Plus, he found that using 
the game cards made the ex-
perience less fun in a differ-
ent way, as well.

“The ones that were not 
affordable just weren’t fun 
because it had me thinking 
about money, not thinking 
about fun,” Mitch said.

On Aug. 29, Afterglow Ar-
cade and Contender Comics 
partnered together to host 
their first Santiam Com-
ic-Con. Kids and adults, some 
in costume, flitted from ma-
chine to machine and pe-
rused comic books.

Mitch and his 4-year-old 
daughter Olivia, who was 
dressed in a Batman cos-
tume, played some games to-
gether, seeming to just enjoy 
the business they were build-
ing together. Olivia, you see, 
plays a vital role in the busi-
ness as the company’s game 
tester.

Closer to the front were Ni-
cole, also dressed as Batman, 
and son Ori. They were busy 
selling tokens and handing 
out prizes.

Ori, 13, helps by making 
prizes with his 3-D printer 
and manning the prize table. 
One of his favorite games at 
Afterglow is Big Shot, a cata-
pult-type game.

And what does Olivia think 
about her family owning an 
arcade?

“It’s actually the best,” she 
said.

But she doesn’t get to just 
play all the games she wants; 
her family lets her earn to-
kens by doing chores.

The arcade still has plen-
ty of room for growth. In the 
back storage area, the Robi-
sons have a number of games 
ready to be fixed up and set 
out for play. It’s an area they 
think could eventually make 
a nice event rental space. 
There’s also a smaller room 
set aside as a party room.

The family has plans to ex-

pand with a snack shack and 
bar, but for now, for the adults 
who just want to sit and relax 
while their kids play, there’s 
a row of tables and chairs set 
along the building’s wall of 
windows.

It’s a simple option for par-
ents, but one Brittney Dew-
berry appreciates. On their 
first day at the arcade, Brit-
tney and her husband, Ross, 
showed their young daugh-
ter, Finley, how to play some 
of the games.

“It’s great for her because 
there’s not a lot in town for 
littles,” Brittney said. “She 
loves the tickets, she loves the 
coins, and she doesn’t know 
yet she gets the prizes at the 
end.”

Plus, she noted, it’s not very 
expensive.

During the comic-con 
event, Haley Downs watched 
as her son, Ryder, played with 
a driving game, one that was 
clearly too big for him, but he 
seemed to be happy just play-
ing with the steering wheel. 

Meanwhile, Haley’s hands 
grasped a row of paper tick-
ets longer than her. The coins 
and tickets, she said, were 
making the experience more 
fun.

Also, she noted, “It’s pretty 
neat to have something for 
the kids to do in town versus 
having to drive hours away.”

That was another part of 
their business plan that was 
important to the Robisons: 
location.

“So it could be something 
families could walk to, kids 
could walk to, have some-
where for families to go after 
school, during summer, when 
it’s raining,” Nicole said.

And when they leave, she 
doesn’t want them to leave 
empty handed.

Some people, Nicole ex-
plained, are saving up their 
ticket wins to later redeem for 
one of the bigger prizes – per-
haps the PS5 or TV. But Nicole 
tries to encourage them to at 
least get a sucker, “because 
it’s fun to save, but it’s also 
fun to leave with something 
in your hand.”

Afterglow Arcade has 
been open only a couple of 
months, and the rainy, indoor 
season has yet to reveal the 
true success of the business, 
but so far the community’s 
reception has been “fantas-
tic,” Mitch said.

“I didn’t expect to receive 
the gratitude that we’ve been 
receiving from everyone,” he 
said. “So many people thank 
us for providing this.”

The Robisons are already 
starting to get to know the 
regulars, and Nicole said she 
even had a couple hold a date 
night at the arcade.

“We’re just here to have fun 
and help families have fun, 
and we have a lot of people 
thanking us and being really 
grateful.”

ARCADE
From page 1

Photo by Sarah Brown
A customer chooses a prize to spend his game tickets on. Manning the prize counter is Nicole 
Robison’s mother, Rani Brown.
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REAL ESTATE SOLD

2345 S. Santiam Hwy
Lebanon, OR 97355 

OregonRealEstateProfessionals.com

(541) 258-6100

541-401-9276
linncountyrealtor@gmail.com

Licensed in the state of Oregon

I’d love to be your Realtor

REALTOR®
Firiel Severns

Following are Lebanon, 
Sweet Home, and Browns-
ville area real estate trans-
actions recorded with the 
county during late July and 
August 2025. These are not 
properties for sale, and some 
transactions may represent 
a change in ownership with-
in a family or corporation. 
Properties are listed by ad-
dress, property/residence 
size and purchase price. See 
more listings at lebanonlo-
calnews.com. 

30552 Merry Ln., Leba-
non; 1232 sq.ft., three bed-
room, two bathroom, built in 
1960; 1.74 acres; $445,000.

630 Central Ave., Leba-
non; 580 sq.ft., five bedroom, 
one bathroom, built in 1946; 
0.26 acres; $315,000.

33597 Brewster Rd., Leb-
anon; 1580 sq.ft., three bed-
room, 1.5 bathroom, built in 

1971; 1.69 acres; $450,000.
420 Dodge St., Lebanon; 

2522 sq.ft., five bedroom, 2 
1/2 bathroom, built in 2018; 
0.14 acres; $470,000.

38970 Griggs Dr., Leba-
non; 1040 sq.ft., three bed-
room, one bathroom, built in 
1950; 28.06 acres; $300,000.

1896 Strawberry Ln., 
Lebanon; 1456 sq.ft., three 
bedroom, 1.5 bathroom, built 
in 1960; 0.93 acres; $250,000.

2368 Kokanee Way., Leb-
anon; 3744 sq.ft., five bed-
room, 3 1/2 bathroom, built 
in 2006; 0.14 acres; $599,000.

630 Central Ave., Leba-
non; 580 sq.ft., five bedroom, 
one bathroom, built in 1946; 
0.26 acres; $315,000.

33597 Brewster Rd., Leb-
anon; 1580 sq.ft., three bed-
room, 1.5 bathroom, built in 
1971; 1.69 acres; $450,000.

420 Dodge St., Lebanon; 

2522 sq.ft., five bedroom, 2 
1/2 bathroom, built in 2018; 
0.14 acres; $470,000.

38970 Griggs Dr., Leba-
non; 1040 sq.ft., three bed-
room, one bathroom, built in 
1950; 28.06 acres; $300,000.

1896 Strawberry Ln., 
Lebanon; 1456 sq.ft., three 
bedroom, 1.5 bathroom, built 
in 1960; 0.93 acres; $250,000.

2368 Kokanee Way., Leb-
anon; 3744 sq.ft., five bed-
room, 3 1/2 bathroom, built 
in 2006; 0.14 acres; $599,000.

31035 5th St., Lebanon; 
2876 sq.ft., three bedroom, 
three bathroom, built in 1973; 
4.54 acres; $840,000.

1027 Turtledove Lp., Leb-
anon; 1846 sq.ft., three bed-
room, 2 1/2 bathroom, built 
in 2006; 0.16 acres; $487,000.

157 Elmore St., Lebanon; 
1330 sq.ft., two bedroom, one 
bathroom, built in 1910; 0.25 

acres; $334,900.
29055 Santiam Terrace 

Rd., Lebanon;   three bed-
room, two bathroom,    30.61 
acres; $491,700.

3471 Red Arrow Dr., Leb-
anon; 1396 sq.ft., three bed-
room, two bathroom, built in 
2007; 0.15 acres; $395,000.

575 Ash St., Lebanon; 
1200 sq.ft., three bedroom, 
one bathroom, built in 1948; 
0.17 acres; $335,000.

55 Dewey St., Lebanon; 
756 sq.ft., two bedroom, one 
bathroom, built in 1945; 0.26 
acres; $75,000.

337 Lydia Ln., Lebanon; 
1442 sq.ft., three bedroom, 
two bathroom, built in 2013; 
0.15 acres; $439,500.

565 Airway Rd., Lebanon; 
1580 sq.ft., four bedroom, two 
bathroom, built in 1976; 0.2 
acres; $330,000.

30205 Craig Ln., Leba-
non; 2394 sq.ft.,  three bed-
room, built in 1971; 5.33 
acres; $800,000.

689 Sherman St., Leba-
non; 1332 sq.ft., three bed-
room, 1.5 bathroom, built in 
1910; 0.23 acres; $313,100.

702 Rhododendron St., 
Lebanon; 1024 sq.ft., three 
bedroom, one bathroom, built 
in 1977; 0.16 acres; $334,900.

77 Wagon Wheel Dr., Leb-
anon; 1025 sq.ft., three bed-
room, two bathroom, built in 
1998; 0.15 acres; $370,000.

935 Carolina St., Leba-
non; 1656 sq.ft., three bed-
room, two bathroom, built in 
1991; 0.21 acres; $405,000.

309 Sherman St., Leb-
anon; 1104 sq.ft., two bed-
room, one bathroom, built in 
1920; 0.23 acres; $268,000.

2185 Stoltz Hill Rd., Leb-
anon; 2641 sq.ft., four bed-
room, 2 1/2 bathroom, built 
in 1947; 0.66 acres; $405,000.

630 Central Ave., Leba-
non; 580 sq.ft., five bedroom, 
one bathroom, built in 1946; 
0.26 acres; $315,000.

33597 Brewster Rd., Leb-
anon; 1580 sq.ft., three bed-
room, 1.5 bathroom, built in 
1971; 1.69 acres; $450,000.

420 Dodge St., Lebanon; 
2522 sq.ft., five bedroom, 2 
1/2 bathroom, built in 2018; 
0.14 acres; $470,000.

38970 Griggs Dr., Leba-
non; 1040 sq.ft., three bed-
room, one bathroom, built in 
1950; 28.06 acres; $300,000.

1896 Strawberry Ln., Leb-
anon; 1456 sq.ft., three bed-
room, 1.5 bathroom, built in 
1960; 0.93 acres; $250,000.

2368 Kokanee Way., Leb-
anon; 3744 sq.ft., five bed-
room, 3 1/2 bathroom, built 
in 2006; 0.14 acres; $599,000.

630 Central Ave., Leba-
non; 580 sq.ft., five bedroom, 
one bathroom, built in 1946; 
0.26 acres; $315,000.

33597 Brewster Rd., Leb-
anon; 1580 sq.ft., three bed-

room, 1.5 bathroom, built in 
1971; 1.69 acres; $450,000.

420 Dodge St., Lebanon; 
2522 sq.ft., five bedroom, 2 
1/2 bathroom, built in 2018; 
0.14 acres; $470,000.

38970 Griggs Dr., Leba-
non; 1040 sq.ft., three bed-
room, one bathroom, built in 
1950; 28.06 acres; $300,000.

1896 Strawberry Ln., 
Lebanon; 1456 sq.ft., three 
bedroom, 1.5 bathroom, built 
in 1960; 0.93 acres; $250,000.

2368 Kokanee Way., Leb-
anon; 3744 sq.ft., five bed-
room, 3 1/2 bathroom, built 
in 2006; 0.14 acres; $599,000.

720 Central Ave., Leba-
non; 1994 sq.ft., four bed-
room, two bathroom, built in 
1940; 0.34 acres; $490,000.

1130 Ash Pl., Lebanon; 
1008 sq.ft., three bedroom, 
one bathroom, built in 1973; 
0.19 acres; $350,000.

820 Mazama Ave., Leb-
anon; 1188 sq.ft., two bed-
room, two bathroom, built in 
1995; 0.11 acres; $275,000.

40350 Hilltop Dr., Leba-
non; 1443 sq.ft., three bed-
room, two bathroom, built in 
1965; 5.4 acres; $610,000.

30563 Fairview Rd., Leb-
anon; 1868 sq.ft., three bed-
room, two bathroom, built in 
1958; 3.36 acres; $543,000.

30720 5th St., Lebanon; 
1236 sq.ft., three bedroom, 
two bathroom, built in 2018; 
4.88 acres; $530,000.

34215 Lacomb Rd., Leb-
anon; 1296 sq.ft., three bed-
room, two bathroom, built in 
1979; 5.5 acres; $665,000.

550 Crowfoot Rd., Leba-
non; 873 sq.ft., two bedroom, 
two bathroom, built in 1950; 
0.23 acres; $322,000.

521 Rose St., Lebanon; 
1176 sq.ft., three bedroom, 
1.5 bathroom, built in 1946; 
0.18 acres; $315,000.

930 Airway Rd., Lebanon; 
1012 sq.ft., three bedroom, 
one bathroom, built in 1979; 
0.19 acres; $342,000.

30683 Spring St., Leba-
non; 1204 sq.ft.,  1.5 bath-
room, built in 1940; 0.95 
acres; $350,000.

1640 Airway Pl., Leba-
non; 1022 sq.ft., three bed-
room, one bathroom, built in 
1976; 0.18 acres; $345,000.

304 Spaulding Ave., 
Brownsville; 1246 sq.ft., two 
bedroom, two bathroom, built 
in 2015; 1.02 acres; $470,000.

28796 Santiam Hwy.,  
additional details not list-
ed; Sweet Home; 1.05 acres; 
$7,500.

101 Cooley Ave., Browns-
ville; 1770 sq.ft., five bed-
room, two bathroom, built in 
1976; 0.4 acres; $446,800.

4490 Knotty Pine Ct., 
Sweet Home; 1424 sq.ft., 
three bedroom, two bath-
room, built in 2024; 0.18 acres; 
$403,000.
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Projects Completed
Operations Director Wil-

liam Lewis reported on sum-
mer maintenance and update 
projects that were completed 
in the district. 
They included: 

• A new playground in-
stalled at Green Acres School, 
paid for by fundraising efforts; 

• A walking path at Pioneer 
School, also paid for by fund-
raising efforts; 

• A covered play area for 
Cascades Preschool, paid for 
by a state grant; 

• A wall removal at Ralston 
Academy to create expanded 
classroom space; 

• Installation of a new bus 
lift 

• The installation of 61 One 
Screen Interactive Boards in 
classrooms; 

• Installation of entry access 
control systems at all schools, 
paid for with a federal COPS 
grant; 

• New exterior paint for 
Hamilton Creek School; 

• New exterior paint and a 
new electronic sign at Cas-
cades School; 

• New dropped ceilings and 
electrical, and an intercom 
system at Lacomb School; 

• Removal of carpet and 
polished concrete floors at 
Cascades Preschool, paid for 
with state grant money; 

• Paving of a bus slip and 
installation of a new electron-
ic sign at Seven Oak Middle 
School; 

• Tree removal, stump 
grinding and the planting of 
replacement trees at River-

view School; 
• Network hardware re-

placement of network boxes 
that were more than 10-plus 
years old.

LCSD has had a busy sum-
mer of projects. All the sum-
mer projects listed exceeded 
the regular maintenance and 
school updates scheduled 
every summer. The summer 
project list supports all five 
district focus areas (safety 
and belonging, effective facil-
ities, academic achievement, 
community connections, and 
financial integrity). Breaking 
down just one of the focus 
areas, financial integrity, the 
projects were funded from 
four different funding sourc-
es. One federal grant (COPS 

grant for safety and securi-
ty updates). One state grant 
(pre-school promise) helped 
pay for polished concrete 
floors and a new covered 
play area. School/community 
funds (several years of fund-
raising at Pioneer and Green 
Acres) helped pay for the 
walking path and new play-
ground. When combined with 
fundraising funds, multi-year 
savings through the general 
fund helped complete proj-
ects sooner. We are grateful 
for our community support!
In other action, the board: 

• Met with members of the 
Facility Advisory Committee 
to discuss the process of ad-
dressing the district’s facili-
ty needs during a workshop 

prior to their regular Sept. 
18 meeting. Lebanon Local 
will report separately on that 
meeting at lebanonlocalnews.
com. 

• Swore in Student Board 
Representatives Addy Pickles 
and Cade Weber, both Leba-
non High School students. 

• Finalized the renaming of 
Pioneer School Library from 
“Scot R. Noss Honorary Li-
brary” to “Scot R. Ross Memo-
rial Library.”

• Swore in Student Board 
Members Addy Pickles and 
Cade Weber. 

• Approved the hiring of 
Jessica Anderson (Quinn) as 
Dean of Student Success at 
Cascades School; Hannah 
Bean as an elementary music 

teacher at Cascades, Green 
Acres, Pioneer and Riverview 
schools; Rebecca Briggs, sec-
ond grade teacher at Green 
Acres; Abigail Davis (Lopez), 
first grade teacher at Cas-
cades; Scot Potter, counselor 
at Pioneer; and Melissa Strat-
ten, English language arts 
teacher at Seven Oak Middle 
School, all permanent; Eva 
Miller, counselor at Seven 
Oak; and Kyla Wheeler, sec-
ond grade teacher at Hamil-
ton Creek School, both tem-
porary; and Lana Abbott as 
assistant principal at Seven 
Oak.

DIAL-A-BUS

SWEET HOME SHOPPER

CURB TO CURB IN SWEET HOME
MON-FRI 7 AM - 4 PM
CALL TO SCHEDULE
OFFICE HOURS 8-4

MON-SAT 9 AM - 4 PM
SHOP LOCAL- 4 TRIPS A DAY 

THROUGH TOWN

LINN SHUTTLE
MON-FRI 6 AM - 10 PM - 10 ROUTES PER DAY
SAT 7 AM - 7:30 PM - 6 ROUTES PER DAY
CALL FOR APPROVED FLAG STOPS

STUDENTS RIDE FREE WITH STUDENT ID  |  ALL OTHERS $1 PER TRIP
ELECTRONIC TICKETS - DOWNLOAD THE TOKEN TRANSIT APP: TOKENTRANSIT.COM
TICKETS AVAILABLE AT THE OFFICE OR ON THE BUS. 
ONLY CASH ACCEPTED BY DRIVERS (EXACT AMOUNT, NO CHANGE AVAILABLE)

SWEET HOME:
FOSTER
SH CITY HALL
HOY'S HARDWARE
13TH & KALMIA
SHEA POINT

LEBANON:
WALMART
LBCC
PARK & OAK

ALBANY:
LBCC MAIN CAMPUS
TRAIN STATION
HERITAGE MALL
DOWNTOWN
SAT ONLY: KOHL'S & WINCO

541-367-4775  |  LINNSHUTTLE.COM | F I N D  U S  O N  F A C E B O O K
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Samaritan announces it will not close Lebanon birthing center
By Scott Swanson
Lebanon Local

Samaritan Health Services 
announced Aug. 27 that it will 
continue to offer maternity 
care for women and children 
at all five of its hospitals, in-
cluding Samaritan Lebanon 
Community Hospital. 

The organization said that 
it is “updating the propos-
al,” which originally included 
consolidating women’s and 
children’s services, obstetrics, 
general surgery, orthopedics 
and urology within the five 
hospitals, most likely moving 
the birth center services to Al-
bany. 

The proposal to cut services 
at Samaritan’s outlying hos-
pitals was due to a shortage 
of clinicians and to financial 
shortfalls, Marty Cahill, Sa-
maritan’s president and chief 
executive officer, told The 
New Era earlier this summer. 
He said then that the num-
ber of medical and nursing 
students being produced in 
schools is insufficient to meet 

the need for new clinicians. 
Also, according to a 2024 

report by the Hospital Asso-
ciation of Oregon, as a whole, 
Oregon hospital are seeing 
increased emergency room 
visits and between 2022 and 
2024 lost $152 million on pa-
tient care. Those losses are 
due to lagging operating mar-
gins (the difference between 
the cost of providing services 
and payment for those ser-
vices), rising costs and a “com-
plex and costly” regulatory 
environment by the state and 
federal governments. Accord-
ing to the report, Medicaid, 
the largest insurer in the state, 
paid hospitals 56 cents for 
every dollar spent caring for 
its members and Medicare, 
which provides coverage for 
senior citizens, paid 82 cents 
on the dollar. 

Samaritan’s revised propos-
al comes “after more than 70 
listening sessions with staff, 
clinicians and leaders across 
the system, and they directly 
reflect the ideas shared during 

those conversations,” the or-
ganization said in a statement. 

“Our teams and communi-
ties have been clear that they 
want to sustain essential ser-
vices close to home, while 
finding new ways to collabo-
rate and strengthen our finan-
cial sustainability,” said Marty 
Cahill, Samaritan’s president 
and chief executive officer. 
“We are proud of how people 
across Samaritan have worked 
together to bring forward 
solutions that protect access 
to care while also making our 
system stronger for the fu-
ture.”

Samaritan stated that after 
considering the feedback and 
“ongoing analysis and refine-
ment of all aspects of the pro-
posed changes,” it has decided 
to move forward with the fol-
lowing modified proposal for 
Women and Children’s ser-
vices:   

• Continue delivering babies 
at all five Samaritan hospitals

• Establish a coordinated, 
systemwide OB/GYN practice 

to improve collaboration so 
that care is provided seam-
lessly across Samaritan hos-
pitals.

• Continue developing cre-
ative solutions — such as 
cross-training staff and part-
nering with community re-
sources — to support safe and 
sustainable care and reduce 
the use of temporary agency 
providers.

• Regularly review progress 
toward sustainability, with a 
full reassessment in the sum-
mer/fall of 2026 to ensure 
services remain viable and re-
sponsive to community needs.

“Our care teams are com-
mitted to driving innovative 
change to sustain delivery 
sites across the system,” said 
Dr. Lesley Ogden, chief ex-
ecutive officer of Samaritan’s 
coastal hospitals in Newport 
and Lincoln City. Cuts similar 
to Lebanon’s were being con-
sidered for those facilities. 

“Though these innovations 
may not get us to 100% of the 
estimated financial benefit 

of the previous proposals, we 
are hoping the changes will 
make enough of a difference 
to make these services viable 
in each of our communities.”  

Samaritan will evaluate the 
effectiveness of these mea-
sures over time.

“We anticipate significant 
positive impact – in large part 
because of how Samaritans 
across the system are collab-
orating and working together,” 
said Sy Johnson, chief execu-
tive officer of Samaritan’s val-
ley hospitals. 

In addition to directly im-
pacting the financial sustain-
ability of delivering care in 
our three-county service area, 
all of the clinical program pro-
posals are also expected to 
deliver benefits for clinician 
recruitment and retention, 
patient access and quality 
measures.  

To learn more about the 
clinical programs being ex-
plored by Samaritan, visit 
samhealth.org/Sustainable-
HealthCare.
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program. Candidates must be 
able to demonstrate a need 
for housing, including the 
need for a safe and healthy 
environment, Breshears told 
potential sponsors in 2019. 
Other considerations include 
people faced with “astronom-
ical” rent or homelessness.

Candidates must also qual-
ify as “low income,” or be be-
tween 30 and 59% percent 
of the area median income. 
Habitat homes are sold with 
no interest and at no profit, 
but buyers must complete 
classes and invest a number 
of “sweat equity” volunteer 
hours before they get the 
keys to their home.

Buyers also, despite a low 
income, must be able to pay 
a small mortgage, including 
taxes and insurance. Ideally 
that would be no more than 
43 percent of their income, 
Breshears said.

One important caveat to 
Habitat’s ability to provide 
these homes, however, is 
the organization’s reliance 
on donations of land and/or 
houses.

“I love it. I’m excited,” Ve-
ronica said about her first 
impression in the front yard 
of her new home. “I can’t wait 
to see the rest of it.”

On Sept. 13, Jordan and 
Sam were given the honor 
to cut the red ribbon during 
a special home dedication 
ceremony. Then Kelsey 
Breshears, Habitat construc-
tion team member, handed 
the keys over to Veronica and 
Ted.

“This house is really nice 
looking,” Jordan said. “I 
thought it was really cool 
when they started building 
it. I’ve been wanting to see 
it finished. It looks beautiful, 
actually.”

The 1,540 square foot 
house sits on the top of a hill-
side. Its facade boasts a deep 
blue color with white trim. 
Inside, vaulted ceilings rise 
over a wood floor. The kitch-
en features black marble 
countertops and black tile 
backsplash. The paint, floor-
ing, cabinets and counter-
tops are among the decisions 
the McMahons were allowed 
to make regarding their new 
home.

The family’s faces gleamed 
as they saw their completed 
home for the first time. Ve-
ronica looked at the spacious 
pantry, noting they would 
now have room for all their 
food. Ted commented on 
having a separate laundry 
room, and then the two head-
ed toward the bedrooms.

Sam darted ahead, tak-
ing in the new rooms much 
quicker than his older coun-
terparts. As the parents spent 
time admiring the hall bath-
room features, Sam looked 
at his room and then darted 
into the master bedroom.

His parents’ room over-
looks the backyard with a 
sloping lawn and, beyond the 
property line, nothing but 
a prairie-like easement and 
wall of trees as their view.

In the master bedroom, 
Veronica entered her walk-in 
closet and spun around sev-
eral times with her arms out-
stretched.

While the McMahons had 
seen the property multiple 
times during the beginning 
of the build, they were barred 
from visiting since Decem-
ber, allowing room for some-
thing of a “final reveal.”

The road to get to this day, 
however, has been a long and 
bumpy one.

According to Tina 
Breshears, the organization 
received a land donation in 
Sodaville that included an 

old store building near City 
Hall. The city, not wanting 
to lose the historic value of 
the store, offered to trade the 
property for two vacant lots.

One of the lots, located 
next to the water tower on 
Ridge Street, became the site 
for what would be the Mc-
Mahon home. They broke 
ground in October 2022 
with “lofty goals” to have the 
home completed by June 
2023, Breshears said.

But she didn’t anticipate 
all the snags and additional 
costs they would hit along 
the way, propelling the 
move-in date some three 
years into the future. Some 
of those snags included up-
grading electric access, sup-
ply acquisition, and schedule 
availability of those donating 
time and labor.

“When you have people 
donating their time, you go 

by their schedule,” Breshears 
said.

Indeed, Habitat for Hu-
manity and the families rely 
largely on donations of la-
bor, equipment, money and 
supplies. Breshears – under 
the telltale signs of a choked-
up, grateful recipient – made 
sure to recognize their bene-
factors for a house “built 
from the ground up by the 
hearts and hands of many.”

“We absolutely appreciate 
everybody that donates their 
time and materials,” she said.

The McMahons invest-
ed their own labor into the 
build, as well. According to 
Ted, they put in 600 hours of 
sweat equity to make their 
home a reality.

“It’s been pretty exciting 
going through most of it,” 
he said about the three-year 
project. “I knew the pro-
cess of building homes, but 
I’ve never been on this side 
where I’m actually getting 
the house, so it’s been a jour-
ney; pretty stressful.”

Ted helped paint, build 
the roof and walls, and in-

stall the concrete driveway, 
trim and flooring. Veronica 
also helped and, according 
to Kelsey Breshears, learned 
new things and conquered 
fears in the process.

“She was nervous to do 
anything,” Kelsey said. “Like, 
she wouldn’t pick up a ham-
mer, and now she uses pow-
er tools. And she did conquer 
her fear of getting on a lad-
der.”

Working closely with fami-
lies, teaching them new skills 
and being a part of getting 
them into a place they de-
serve is what fulfills Kelsey in 
her job, she said.

Pastor Richard Pruitt of 
New Beginnings Fellowship 
church opened and closed 
the ceremony with a ben-
ediction and prayer, while 
friends and family gathered 
in a circle to be part of the 
blessing.

“We are thrilled to help 
open this new chapter in the 
McMahons' lives and look 
forward to more new begin-
nings with future builds,” 
Breshears said.
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The McMahons react as they see the inside of their completed home for the first time.

Veronica McMahon spins around in her walk-in closet. Watch-
ing from the outside are Justin and (reflected in the mirror) Ted 
McMahon.
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