By Sarah Brown
Lebanon Local

They say new mothers al-
ways talk about poop.

Well it's certainly one of
the things this group of
mothers talk about, but being
a mom introduces a whole
new level of what one might
find exciting.

Who's going to be excited
to learn someone’s child will
now eat cold cheese? Most
likely a member of the
MOMS Club.

“We talk about all the crazy
things, but I think what’s
great is you feel open to talk
about anything that’s going
on and you have somebody
else that completely under-
stands,” said Larisa Neilson, a
mother of three and founder
of the Mid Valley MOMS
Club.

While their children found
entertainment with each
other and various toys on the
floor, the mothers - most of
them bearing a baby in hand
- were tasked with stuffing
toiletries into small bags.
These would be gifts for
women whod just given
birth.

It was a project of personal
understanding, “Just a little
something to give them kind

val Parade.

of a boost,” said Jessica Fis-
cher, mother of two and pres-
ident of the club.

Last year, the club mem-
bers helped with a toy drive
at The River Center as part of
a service project, but this
year they wanted to do some-
thing specifically for moth-
ers.

It's what MOMS Club is all
about - moms providing
moms the support they need.

As someone who moves a

Photo courtesy of Jessica Fischer
Members of the Mid-Valley MOMS Club prepare to showcase their club in the Strawberry Festi-

lot due to her husband’s job,
Fischer, of Halsey, discovered
the MOMS Club was an “easy
enough” commitment and a
good place to meet people.

“Bouncing around new
places, you dont have a
whole lot of friends,” she said.
“I knew no one here when we
first moved.”

That was the same situa-
tion Neilson found herself in
when she moved to Lebanon
from Denver two years ago.

“I'd just had my first son; he
was nine months old,” she
said. “I quit my job, was
gonna be a stay-at-home
mom, came here and was
like, ‘T have to have some type
of commumty”’

Neilson looked for mom
groups she could connect
with, but all she learned was
that a MOMS Club in
Lebanon had disbanded.

See Moms, Page 11

Samaritan CEO highlights merger pluses in Lebanon town hall

By Scott Swanson
Lebanon Local

Samaritan Health CEO
Marty Cahill kicked off a se-
ries of town halls, focusing
on Samaritan’s planned
merger with Tacoma, Wash.
-based MultiCare health
system, on Wednesday
evening, Nov. 12, at Samari-
tan Lebanon Community
Hospital.

Speaking to about 100
people in the hospital con-
ference room, Cahill ex-
plained reasons behind the
merger and provided an
overview of MultiCare and
its interest in joining with
Samaritan.

Samaritan reported
Thursday, Nov. 13, that
town halls scheduled in Al-
bany and Corvallis have
been filled, so it is schedul-
ing another from 5:30 to
6:30 p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 25,
at Boulder Falls Inn Event
Center, 605 Mullins Drive,
Lebanon. Registration is re-
quired, and seating is lim-
ited. To register or learn
more, visit samhealth.org/
Affiliation.

Also, a virtual forum with
Cahill is scheduled for noon
to 1 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 11.
A link will be provided upon

registration and a recording
will be available at
samhealth.org/Affiliation
after the event.

At the Nov. 12 town hall,
Cahill recounted the delib-
erative process through
which Samaritan and Multi-
Care came together, saying
Samaritan’s Board of Direc-
tors and administrators

hired Juniper Consulting
Group to identify potential
partners for a possible
merger.

He said Juniper received
responses from 18 organi-
zations that signed non-dis-
closure agreements to learn
more about the opportu-
nity, which led to seven pro-
posals that were narrowed

Photo by Scott Swanson
Samaritan CEO Marty Cahill speaks during a town hall held at Samaritan Lebanon Community
Hospital to discuss the planned merger with Tacoma-based MultiCare.

down to four, then two fi-
nalists, and finally, Multi-
Care.

“This wasn'’t a fire sale,” he
said. “We were viewed as a
very good strategic partner
in this state.”

After visiting with board
members and leadership of

See Samaritan, Page 10
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Jeffrey Wooden
July 1966 - Sept. 30, 2025

Jeffrey Howard Wooden,
59, of Lebanon, passed away
in his home on Sept. 30, 2025.

Born July 1966 in Corvallis,
Jeff graduated from Corvallis
High and went on to Oregon
State University, studying
computer science. Jeff re-
tired after 22 years working
in the semiconductor manu-
facturing field from Hewlett
Packard.

His passions in life were the
Oregon outdoors; whether it
be fishing for trout in Wick-
iup Reservoir, motorbiking in
Siuslaw National Forest, or
walking a beach on the coast.
His dream was to purchase a
boat and live retirement on
the water.

He is survived by daugh-
ters Autumn and Jasmine;
mother Laura Childers; and
brothers Keith Wooden, Scott
Wooden, Jameson Dolan and
Jonathan Dolan.

He was preceded in death
by his father, Larry Wooden,;
and his wife Jenifer Steven-
son.

A celebration of life to
honor Jeff Wooden will be
held at 2 p.m. on Nov. 8 at
Providence Vineyard Chris-
tian, located at 35787
Richardson Gap Road in
Lebanon.

Death Notices

Montie Dave Stephens,
81, of Lebanon, died Novem-
ber 8, 2025. Huston-Jost Fu-
neral Home is handling the
arrangements.

Jackie Marie Williams,
89, of Lebanon, died October
22,2025. Huston-Jost Funeral
Home is handling the ar-
rangements.

Jeffrey Howard Wooden,
59, of Lebanon, died Septem-
ber 30th, 2025. Huston-Jost
Funeral Home is handling
the arrangements.

David Roger Staup, 82, of
Lebanon, died October 29,
2025. Huston-Jost Funeral
Home is handling the ar-
rangements.

Elizabeth Jean (Nobles)
Dadey, 89, of Lebanon, died
October 5, 2025. Huston-Jost
Funeral Home is handling
the arrangements.

Marolyn L. Bond, 90, of
Lebanon, died October 19,
2025. Huston-Jost Funeral
Home is handling the ar-
rangements.

Donald Ray Carroll, 88,
died October 18, 2025.Hus-

CIRCUIT COURT

ton-Jost Funeral Home is
handling the arrangements.

Michael (Mike) Charles
McCoy, 72, died October 10,
2025. Huston-Jost Funeral
Home is handling the ar-
rangements.

Leona Marie Hopper, 81,
of Lebanon, died October 4,
2025. Weddle Funeral Ser-
vice is handling the arrange-
ments.

Brian Arthur Oeder, 64,
of Lebanon, died October
11,2025. Weddle Funeral Ser-
vice is handling the arrange-
ments.

Oren Dale Pracht, 94, of
Lebanon, died October 4,
2025. Huston-Jost Funeral
Home is handling the ar-
rangements.

Ronald Drury, 64, of
Lebanon died November 1,
2025. Sweet Home Funeral
Chapel is handling arrange-
ments.

Jeremy Wayne Smith, 46,
of Lebanon, died October 17,
2025. Sweet Home Funeral
Chapel is handling arrange-
ments. www.sweethomefu-
neral.com.

Information for the Public Safety report and Courts in Lebanon Local is
sourced from local law enforcement and fire agencies. Incident details,
which may not always be available from agencies in time for publication in
our weekly paper edition, are often updated online at lebanonlocalnews.
com as information becomes available. Addresses provided generally de-
note the location of the incident or arrest, occasionally indicating the origin

of the call.

It is crucial to emphasize that our reporting of an individual’s arrest or cita-
tion for a crime does not imply guilt. Determination of guilt can only be es-
tablished through legal proceedings in court. We commit significant effort
to following through as cases move through the judicial process.

Following is a list of abbreviations that may appear in our log reports: LCSO
Linn County Sheriff’s Office); SHPD (Sweet Home Police Department); OSP
Oregon State Police); LMC (Lebanon Municipal Court); SHMC (Sweet Home

Municipal Court); AMC (Albany Municipal Court); LCCC (Linn County Cir-

cuit Court); LCJC (Linn County Justice Court); LCSA (Linn County Supervi-

sory Authority); OSPB (Oregon State Parole Board), FTA (failure to appear);

FTC (failure to comply); DV (domestic violence). A roman numeral listed af-

ter a charge means that the charge is that numbered-degree: theft I (first-

degree theft).

Nov.8

3:09 a.m. - Hayden Branam,
23, of Lebanon, cited for speed-
ing, 102/55, and arrested for
probation violation on LCCC
warrant, 30800 block Santiam
Hwy. Report taken.

5:53 a.m. - Jered George, 20,
or Albany, cited for speeding,
35000 block Santiam Hwy.

11:07 a.m. - Deputy investi-
gated report of drowned deer
in Waterloo County Park,
31200 block Waterloo Rd.
Caller thought it was a dog in
the river. Deputies located it
and found it to be a small doe.
No signs of obvious injury. It
was pulled to shore and Linn
County Parks assisted in dis-
posing of it.

12:11 p.m. - Timothy Met-
calf, 69, of Lebanon, cited for
driving while suspended, driv-
ing uninsured, 200 block E.

Airport Rd.

1:36 p.m. - Tiffany Sanders,
34, of Albany, cited for driving
while suspended, 30500 block
Fairview Rd.

2:13 p.m. - Gabriel Vergara,
45, of Albany, taken into cus-
tody on outstanding warrant,
cited for driving uninsured,
driving without privileges, 400
block E. Ash St. Report taken.

2:30 p.m. - Hunter Gomez,
42, of Lebanon, arrested for
outstanding warrants, 100
block Vaughan Lane. Report
taken.

3:23 p.m. - Caller reported
fraud, 38700 block Sodaville
Waterloo Dr. Caller ordered
two portable generators for
approximately $400 off Ebay
and was sent a tub of orange
scent. They disputed this with

See Public Safety, Page 3

Warrants are out on the fol-
lowing individuals: Omar
Edgar Arroyo, Jonathan Ed-
ward Betar, Kristina Larizza

Boswell, Deanna Marie
Brown, Christina Marie Cash,
Austin Shane Conner,
Matthew  Timothy  Cook,

Steven Michael Cooley, Selina
Renee Ford-Blackburn, Scotty
Lee Foster, Steven Edward

Grimm, Aaron Thomas
Halvorson, Robert Edwin
Hoskinson, Devin Michael

Houseman, David Mark Jones,
Bruce Clifton Kelly, Alan Ken-
neth Kilmer, Caden Jason
Scotty King, Brent Jay Klient,
Andrew Donald LeGore, Mikel
Vincent Lizama, Christopher
James Lloyd, Mainor Misael
Lucas-Velasquez, John Andrew
Mance, Heather Dawn Meeks,
Matthew  Kincaid Nelson,
Daniel Ryan Salo, Rosemary
O. Saviour, Phillip Stanley
Shanklin, Donald Shane Sim-
mons, April Lee Springer,
Brandi Lynn Trelstad, Joshua
Webb, Darnell T. Wells, Jessica
Ashley Wynne

Sonny Allen Agrelius, 28,
sentenced Oct. 17 to one year
suspension of a driver’s li-
cense, 60 days jail, 18 mos.
supervised probation and a
$1,000 fine after pleading no
contest to fleeing or attempt-
ing to elude, DUII (controlled
substance), reckless driving
and failure to perform duties
of driver - property damage.
Additional charges of fleeing
or attempting to elude, and
unlawful possession of a con-
trolled substance - Schedule

II were dismissed.

Alex Jose Amaton, 30,
charged Nov. 12 with assault
V.

Jeramy Wesley Babb, 51,
charged Oct. 6 with two
counts of failure to report as
a sex offender.

Richard Anthony Bagg,
33, charged Oct. 13 with as-
sault IIT and assault IV.

Juan Felipe Barajas-
Ledezma, 26, placed in di-
version program after plead-
ing no contest to DUII (con-
trolled substances) and
reckless driving.

Russell Andrew Barber,
45, charged Oct. 3 with DV
assault IV and criminal mis-
treatment I.

Michael Douglas Barnes
Jr., 44, sentenced Nov. 3 to 10
days compensatory service
in lieu of jail and a $100 fine
after pleading guilty to fail-
ure to report as a sex
offender.

Aryan Allen Barr, 46, sen-
tenced Oct. 17 to 89 mos.
with the Oregon Dept. of
Corrections, three years
post-prison supervision after
pleading no contest to two
counts of manufacture or de-
livery of a controlled sub-
stance within 1,000 feet of a
school, and felon in posses-
sion of a firearm. Additional
charges of manufacture or
delivery of a controlled sub-
stance within 1,000 feet of a
school, unlawful possession
of a controlled substance -
Schedule II, delivery of meth
within 1,000 feet of a school,
delivery of heroin within

1,000 feet of a school, felon in
possession of a restricted
weapon and felon in posses-
sion of a firearm were dis-
missed.

In a separate case, he was
sentenced to 64 mos. with the
Oregon Dept. of Corrections
and three years post-prison
supervision after pleading no
contest to manufacture or
delivery of a controlled sub-
stance in Schedule II, and
felon in possession of a
firearm. Additional charges
of felon in possession of a
firearm, felon in possession
of a restricted weapon, un-
lawful possession of meth,
and unlawful possession of a
controlled substance -
Schedule II were dismissed.

Geraldine Rachel Bagg,
30, charged Oct. 20 with hin-
dering prosecution.”

Russell Andrew Barber,
45, sentenced Nov. 3 to 10
days compensatory service
in lieu of jail, 18 mos. super-
vised probation and a $100
fine after pleading no contest
to DV assault IV. A criminal
mistreatment I charge was
dismissed.

Deanna Marie Brown, 40,
charged Sept. 30 with iden-
tity theft.

Justin Tyme Carr, 49,
charged Nov. 10 with arson I
and two counts of recklessly
endangering another person.
He posted 10% of a $50,000
bail.

Cynthea Rose Chris-
tiansen, 19, was sentenced
Oct. 10 to one year suspen-
sion of a driver’s license, 60

days jail and a $1,000 fine af-
ter pleading guilty to DUII
(liquor) with a .09% BAC and
FTA. Another FTA charge
was dismissed. In a separate
case, she was sentenced to 60
mos. with the Oregon Dept.
of Corrections, 36 mos. post-
prison  supervision and
$1,299.99 restitution after
pleading guilty to attempt to
commit a Class A felony -
robbery 1. Charges of theft III
and assault IV were dis-
missed.

Carolyn Louise Coleman,
50, sentenced Oct. 29 to 90
days suspension of a drivers
license, five days compen-
satory service in lieu of jail,
12 mos. bench probation af-
ter pleading no contest to
fleeing or attempting to
elude. A charge of failure to
carry/present license was
dismissed.

Tunisha Ann Coleman,
43, charged Oct. 7 with arson
I, criminal mischief II and
two counts of recklessly en-
dangering another person.
Bail set at $25,000.

August Brent Collins ]Jr.,
47, charged Oct. 6 with two
counts of stalking.

Matthew Timothy Cook,
31, charged Sept. 25 with
fleeing or attempting to
elude, reckless driving and
FTA.

Charges against Jack Ed-
ward Counts II, 36, of unau-
thorized use of a vehicle,
offensive littering and disor-
derly conduct II were dis-
missed with prejudice.

Jordan Eathan Davis, 27,

sentenced Oct. 10 to 13 mos.
with the Oregon Dept. of
Corrections and two years
post-prison supervision after
pleading guilty to unlawful
use of a weapon. Charges of
menacing and endangering a
person protected by FAPA or-
der were dismissed.

Ethanial E. Delk, 21,
charged Sept. 24 with DUII
(liquor).

Scotty Lee Foster, 43,
charged Oct. 12 with DUIL

Michael Edward-Leverne
Gagner, 43, charged Oct. 13
with unlawful delivery of
marijuana and endangering
the welfare of a minor.

Aaron Marten Heintz-
man, 36, placed in the diver-
sion program after pleading
no contest to DUII (con-
trolled substance).

Daniel Lane Hodson, 52,
charged Nov. 10 with unlaw-
ful possession of meth and
unlawful delivery of meth.
Bail set at $25,000.

Robert Grant Hodson, 30,
sentenced Sept. 22 to 100
mos. with the Oregon Dept.
of Corrections and 20 years
post-prison supervision after
pleading no contest to
sodomy I. Two counts of rape
I and two additional counts
of sodomy I were dismissed.

Matthew Michael John-
son, 46, charged Oct. 27 with
DUII (liquor), reckless driv-
ing, assault IV, failure to per-
form duties of driver to in-
jured persons, and criminal
mischief II.

David Mark Jones, 58,

See Circuit Court, Page 3
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charged Oct. 29 with DUII
(liquor) and reckless driving.

Cody William Kledzinski,
28, placed in diversion pro-
gram after pleading guilty to
DUII (liquor).

Fritz Henry Lutje, 48, sen-
tenced Oct. 8 to 30 days jail,
36 mos. supervised probation
and a $200 fine after pleading
guilty to online sexual cor-
ruption of a child II. A luring
a minor charge was dis-
missed.

Jessica Maileen Magee,
33, charged Nowv. 3 with DUII
(liquor) and reckless driving.

Edward Arnold Martinez,
25, sentenced Nowv. 3 to 90
days jail and 36 mos. super-
vised probation after plead-
ing no contest to assault III,
unlawful use of a weapon and
menacing. Charges dis-
missed: assault IV, and addi-
tional counts of unlawful use
of a weapon and menacing.

Jesse James Marquez, 29,
charged Oct. 6 with burglary
II, two counts of criminal
mischief II, disorderly con-
duct II, unlawful entry into
motor vehicle, resisting ar-
rest, assaulting a public
safety officer, aggravated ha-
rassment and attempted as-
sault IL.

Kiona Shauntel Brooke
McCoy, 27, sentenced Oct.
15 to 10 days compensatory
service in lieu of jail and 36
mos. supervised probation
after pleading guilty to as-
sault III - victim under 12
years old. A criminal mis-
treatment I charge was dis-
missed.

Donald Joe Nave Jr., 54,
charged Nov. 10 with two
counts of unlawful delivery
of meth, two counts of un-
lawful possession of meth,
and criminal driving while
suspended or revoked. Bail
set at $30,000.

Ryan Michael Newton,
31, charged Oct. 15 with un-
lawful use of a weapon, disor-
derly conduct II, escape III
and unlawful possession of

meth.

Charges from three sepa-
rate cases against Thomas
Ray Pimentel, 28, of theft [,
unlawful possession of meth,
identity theft and probation
violations have been de-
ferred while he attends a
drug court program.

Brian Kyle Perry, 39,
charged Sept. 22 with DUII
(liquor). He was placed in the
diversion program  after
pleading guilty to DUII
(liquor) with a .15% BAC.

John Ray Porter, 34, sen-
tenced Oct. 15 to 18 mos.
with the Oregon Dept. of
Corrections and two years
post-prison supervision after
pleading no contest to aggra-
vated identity theft and FTA
I. Additional charges of ag-
gravated identity theft and
theft I were dismissed.

Melinda Sue Rickard, 53,
placed in diversion program
after pleading no contest to
DUII (liquor) with a .05%
BAC.

Michael Anthony Rivers,
33, sentenced Sept. 19 to 60
days jail and 36 mos. super-
vised probation after plead-
ing guilty to attempt to com-
mit a Class B felony - sexual
abuse 1. A coercion charge
was dismissed.

Zachary Nitschke
Sanderson, 26, charged Oct.
31 with four counts of rape I,
sodomy II, sexual abuse I,
and encouraging child sexual
abuse II. Allegations involve a
female victim under the age
of 14. Bail set at $500,000.

Phillip Stanley Shanklin,
35, charged Oct. 24 with DUII
(cannabis).

Shingy Robert Shineachi,
18, sentenced Oct. 3 to eight
days jail, 18 mos. bench pro-
bation and $7,000 restitution
after pleading no contest to
unauthorized use of a vehicle
and FTA.

David John Slack, 42,
charged Sept. 25 with kid-
napping I, two counts of DV
strangulation, DV assault IV,
and two counts of criminal
mischief II.

Daniel Dene Storkson, 59,
charged Nov. 14 with assault
III.

Allison Jane Thompson,
36, charged Nov. 7 with DUII
(liquor) and refusal to take a
test for intoxicants.

Cody Alexander Tilson,
32, sentenced Sept. 23 to 13
mos. with the Oregon Dept.
of Corrections, three years
post-prison supervision and
a $200 fine after pleading no
contest to encouraging child
sexual abuse I. A second
count of the same charge was
dismissed.

Treyontae Eugene Trask,
21, charged Sept. 25 with lur-
ing a minor and sexual abuse
II1. Bail set at $5,000.

Eric Michael Vader, 18,
charged Oct. 20 with criminal
driving while suspended or
revoked, and unlawful pos-
session of marijuana by a
person under 21 years old.

Wyatt Lynn Alan
Vaughan, 22, sentenced Oct.
23 to one year suspension of
a driver’s license, 10 days jail,
18 mos. supervised proba-
tion, and $1,255 in fines and
fees after pleading guilty to
DUII (controlled substance)
and two counts of FTA. Addi-
tional FTA charges dismissed.

Amber Nicole Welch, 24,
placed in diversion program
after pleading no contest to
DUII (liquor) with a .15%
BAC. A charge of recklessly
endangering another person
was dismissed.

Troy Steven Williamson,
24, sentenced Oct. 6 to 70
mos. with the Oregon Dept.
of Corrections and three
years post-prison supervi-
sion after pleading no contest
to robbery II. Charges of theft
III and assault IV were dis-
missed. In a separate case, he
was sentenced to an addi-
tional eight months with the
Oregon Dept. of Corrections
after pleading no contest to
assault IL

Isabella Rean Wynn, 23,
charged Oct. 13 with burglary
L
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Ebay, and needed a police re-
port.

4:20 pm. - Deputy was
flagged down to respond to
door left open after man left
for hospital in 38100 block
Main St. Deputy was unable to
get past several dogs in the

yard.
5:27 p.m. - Vehicle theft re-
ported in 30400 block

Townsend Rd. Brown 1991
Ford F-250 bearing Oregon
plate RVP953 stolen from loca-
tion during past few weeks. Re-
port taken.

5:41 p.m. - LCSO conducted
death investigation in 33000
block Bellinger Scale Rd. Death
determined to be natural. Re-
port taken.

6:34 p.m. - Rachel Hodson,
48, of Lebanon, cited for driv-
ing while suspended. Daniel
Hodson, who was a passenger
in the vehicle, arrested on war-
rant and for possession of
meth. He was transported to
Linn county Jail. Williams/A
streets. Report taken.

Nov. 7

8:22 a.m. - Crash reported on
Hwy. 20 near Cemetery Rd./
Milepost 12. According to OSP,
avehicle was rear-ended at the
location as it stopped for a
large truck exiting the Pacific
Pride gas station. The driver of
the second vehicle told police
she hit her brake, but her leg
went numb due to a medical
condition. OSP report did not
list drivers’ names.

11:53 a.m. - Christian Cole-
man, 27, of Lebanon, cited for
driving uninsured, failure to
install an ignition interlock de-
vice, driving while suspended.
400 block Russell Dr. Cited and
released. Report taken.

2:36 p.m. - Crash reported in
area of Berlin Rd./Fritz Lane.
According to LCSO, Heather
Vancil-Becker, 43, of Lebanon,
was driving east on Berlin in a
Chevy Silverado when she
turned left in front of the on-
coming Hyundai Elantra, caus-
ing a collision. The two vehicle

then struck a Ford Flex
stopped at the stop sign on
Fritz, In waiting to turn. Vancil-
Becker cited for making dan-
gerous left turn. LCSO did not
provide identification of other
two drivers. Report taken.
Nov. 6

8:23 a.m. - Vehicle reported
stolen from residence in 1900
block River Rd. during previ-
ous night. Described as 2002
Chevy Silverado 2500, stolen
from the location when the
keys were left in it. Report
taken.

10:52 a.m. - Firearm re-
ported stolen from caller’s ve-
hicle during previous week.
Value undetermined. 37100
block Pony Rd. Described as
Ruger .22 revolver. Report
taken.

11:35 a.m. - Jameson Mires,
55, of Lebanon, cited for driv-
ing while suspended, driving
uninsured, Mountain River/
Park drives.

1:13 p.m. - :LCSO helped lo-
cate next of kin and identify
deceased for another agency,
34100 block E. Lacomb Rd.

2:44 p.m. - Richard Ramsey,
54, of Lebanon, arrested for
warrants. Brandy Dozier, 50, of
Albany, arrested for warrant.
Robert Edelhuber, 63, of
Lebanon, arrested for warrant.
Berlin/Brewster roads. Report
taken.

3:23 p.m. - Stolen vehicle re-
covered in 42400 block Crock-
ett Lane. Report taken.

Nov. 5

8:18 a.m. - Jesse R. Knox, 31,
taken into custody on Wash-
ington County Circuit Court
warrants for FTAs on original
charges of DUII, reckless driv-
ing, criminal mischief II and
eluding.

8:37 a.m. - Dustin Andrew
Clarneau, 51, cited for civil
trespass when found violating
one year trespass from parks.

9:03 a.m. - Caller reported
that someone claiming to be
him was asking for money. Ac-
cording to LCSO, this was a
scam in which members of the
caller’s church were receiving

See Public Safety, Page 8
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DIAL-A-BUS

CURB TO CURB IN SWEET HOME
MON-FRI 7 AM - 4 PM
CALL TO SCHEDULE
OFFICE HOURS 8-4

SWEET HOME SHOPPER
MON-SAT 9 AM - 4 PM

SHOP LOCAL- 4 TRIPS A DAY
THROUGH TOWN

FOSTER

SH CITY HALL
HOY'S HARDWARE
13TH & KALMIA
SHEA POINT

LEBANON:

WALMART
LBCC
PARK & OAK

ALBANY:

LBCC MAIN CAMPUS
TRAIN STATION

HERITAGE MALL
DOWNTOWN

SAT ONLY: KOHL'S & WINCO

STUDENTS RIDE FREE WITH STUDENT ID | ALL OTHERS $1 PER TRIP
ELECTRONIC TICKETS - DOWNLOAD THE TOKEN TRANSIT APP: TOKENTRANSIT.COM
TICKETS AVAILABLE AT THE OFFICE OR ON THE BUS.
ONLY CASH ACCEPTED BY DRIVERS (EXACT AMOUNT, NO CHANGE AVAILABLE)

541-367-4775 | LINNSHUTTLE.COM | @ rino us on Facesook

LINN SHUTTLE

MON-FRI 6 AM - 10 PM - 10 ROUTES PER DAY
SAT 7 AM - 7:30 PM -
CALL FOR APPROVED FLAG STOPS

SWEET HOME:

6 ROUTES PER DAY
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The structure of Living Rock Studios was built beside the Taylor’s garage.

Rock of ages: Tribute celebrates 40 years

By Sarah Brown
Lebanon Local

Despite its unique appear-
ance, Living Rock Studios sits
unassumingly like a time cap-
sule near the outskirts of
Brownsville.

Within its stone walls are
testaments of time - Earth’s
formation of rocks and miner-
als, historical manmade arti-
facts, and even stories thou-
sands of years old recounted
through the Bible.

David and Marilyn “Penny”
Mackey observed the monu-
ment’s 40th anniversary this
year, harkening back to Oct.
13, 1985, when Penny'’s par-
ents, Howard and Faye Taylor,
celebrated their 50th wedding
anniversary alongside the
structure’s grand opening.

Howard constructed the
museum over the course of a
quarter centuryThe monu-
ment could be seen as some-
thing of a tribute to God’s
works of geology.

Or maybe Howard just
wanted to show people sam-
ples of his masonry skills.

That is, after all, how it be-
gan, according to David
Mackey, who provided a tour
of the studio.

The story goes that the Tay-
lors moved to Brownsville
from Cottage Grove in 1951.
Penny was just a toddler at the
time.

Prior to this, Howard
worked for the Army Corps of
Engineers, a job that took him
and his family throughout
Oregon. The work exposed
him to unique rocks, crystals

ture and history that were be-
ing destroyed by man’s expan-
sion in the state. He was given
permission to collect them for
preservation.

After settling in Brownsville,
Howard took work as a timber
cruiser and land surveyor for
the Schneider Lumber Com-
pany situated just behind their
home. Only a few years later,
though, Taylor had to quit due
to declining health.

He then began a landscap-
ing business, but soon found
himself amidst a 14-month job
removing and rebuilding the
400 tons of stone of Albany's
Presbyterian church to rein-
force its footings.

Meanwhile, he converted
his garage into a rock shop
and, to demonstrate his skills
in stone masonry, began build-
ing walls of what would later
become the Living Rock Stu-
dios.

Raw, organic shapes of rocks
and crystals are found embed-
ded between layers of flat, rec-
tangular slabs of stone. These
make up the first dozen layers
a visitor is initially introduced
to when entering the foyer.
Some of the rocks have been
sliced open to expose nature’s
hidden design within.

The entire tower, roughly
two stories high, is estimated
to be made up of 800 tons of
rock from donations of a thou-
sand rock hounds. The walls
are composed of thunder eggs,
quartz, tuffa, geodes, scoria,
obsidian, agate, crystals,
jasper, tourmaline.

Winding through the build-
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notice glass jars cemented
within the walls - jars that
hold specimens of rock miner-
als. Every once in a while, his
mini flashlight clicks on and
David holds it up against an
agate embedded in the wall to
display its transparent nature.

If the entire structure is not
Howard’s magnum opus, then
perhaps the seven Living Rock
Pictures are. Using thin slices
of select rocks, Howard
shaped and carved each piece
to form, like a puzzle, depic-
tions of biblical stories. A light
shines from behind each pic-
ture, revealing a stained glass-
like painting and the natural
lines each geologic specimen
formed over hundreds of
years.

And then there’s the homage
to the biblical “Tree of Life,”
floor-to-ceiling pillars made of
petrified wood with “trunks”
extending above the top floor
to meet a 450-square-foot
canvas of painted branches
and leaves. It was Penny who
contributed the canopy to her
father’s project.

It appears Penny inherited
her father’s creativity, though
she took an interest in fiber
arts more than anything. Her
woven and felted works hang
throughout the museum
among her father’s other cre-
ative pursuits of painting and
wood carving.

But Living Rock Studios
holds one other attraction for
visitors: cultural history.

Artifacts from native tribes
and items passed down
through the family's genera-
tions -- clothing, spectacles,
bibles, photographs, blankets,
tools, instruments, dishes - all
add an historical element to
the geological showpiece.

Howard and Faye Taylor
have long since passed, and it
is the Mackeys who now invite
visitors to appreciate the geo-
logic construction. Once they
themselves pass on, David
said, it will be up to God what
happens to Living Rock Stu-
dios.

Living Rock Studios, located
at 911 W Bishop Way in
Brownsville, is open for tours
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Wednes-
day through Saturday.
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Outgoing LFD Chief Rodondi leaving 'organization that stands apart'’

By Scott Swanson
Lebanon Local

Joseph Rodondi had served
for some 35 years at every
rank in the fire service when
he retired in 2015.

Hed started in 1983 after
being introduced to the fire
service through an emer-
gency medical technician
course at the local junior col-
lege in San Bruno, Calif.

A required ride-along with
a local fire department
changed the direction of his
life, said Rodondi, now 61.

“I immediately fell in love
with the fire service culture -
what they do for the commu-
nity, how they keep people
safe and the sense of purpose
that comes with it,” Rodondi
said.

He rose through the ranks -
starting as a volunteer in
March 1985 after earning a
degree in fire science, and
then moving on to firefighter,
paramedic, engineer, captain,
battalion chief, deputy chief
and, ultimately, fire chief at
San Bruno and then the
nearby Livermore-Pleasanton
Fire Department.

After a few years of retire-
ment, Rodondi asked his wife
Debra one day, “Do you ever
get bored?”

“She said, ‘You want to go
back to work, don’t you?’

“I missed the excitement,
going on medical calls and
fighting fires,” he said, adding
that he kissed the gratifica-
tion of assisting people in
need “even when the out-
comes aren't always positive.
When you get into public ser-
vice, it kind of becomes who
you are.

They agreed that he would
look around, see what oppor-
tunities might be out there.

And that's how Rodondi
found the Lebanon Fire Dis-
trict, which was seeking a new
chief to replace Gordon Slet-
moe.

The Rodondis - he and De-
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bra and their daughter Veron-
ica and son Dante moved here
in 2019. Their other daugh-
ter, Ashley, already lived in
Florida at the time.

“It's been a wonderful expe-
rience,” Rodondi said.

Busy Years at LFD

Rodondi has announced he
will retire - for real, this time,
after six years heading LFD.
He plans to move to Minne-
sota, where most of their chil-
dren live.

Since joining LFD at the end
of 2019, Rodondi helped
guide  the organization
through some of its most
challenging and defining mo-
ments - a pandemic and then
increasing financial chal-
lenges that face the depart-
ment.

Almost immediately upon
his arrival, COVID-19 struck,
which forced fire and emer-
gency medical service agen-
cies across the country to re-
think nearly every aspect of
their operations.

“What didn't know when we
unpacked our bags was that
COVID was going to come
out,” Rodondi said, adding
that he'd already experienced
pandemics - avian flu, the
swine flu. “This one was the
biggest by a long shot.

“That was one of the great-
est challenges of my career.
We had to adapt overnight -
protecting our people while
still answering every call for
help. I couldnt be prouder of
how our members rose to that
challenge.”

Meanwhile, the district was
midway through the con-
struction of a new headquar-
ters fire station, financed by a
bond voters had approved in

2019, before construction
costs skyrocketed during the
pandemic.

“We had to stall the project,”’
Rodondi said. “Many people
wondered what was taking so
long but we were being re-
spectful of people’s tax dol-

lars. We had to delay the
project until constructions
costs came to a simmer, not a
roiling boil.”

The 50-year-old LFD Fire
Station 31 was decommis-
sioned in September 2022 and
construction crews began
tearing down the old building
a month later. Project leaders
broke ground for the new
construction in February
2023.The new station was
completed a year later.

While negotiating LFD
through the pandemic and
the construction process were
two of his big accomplish-
ments, Rodondi said he’s also
worked on plenty of other is-
sues, particularly building
communication with the
community and addressing
increasing financial chal-
lenges.

He has prioritized modern-
ization and community con-
nection, leading efforts to up-
date the district’s website,
expand its social media pres-
ence, and launch programs
like the Fire Expo, which
brings families together
around fire prevention and
safety education. One of his
projects is establishing a data
hub that will allow the public
to monitor LEFD’s call load and
responses.

“We've worked hard to
show the community who we
are and how we serve,
Rodondi said. “Those rela-
tionships matter, and I hope
that sense of transparency
and trust continues long after
Ileave.”

Early in his tenure with
Lebanon, Rodondi champi-
oned a succession plan to de-
velop leaders from within the
district - an effort that now
comes to fruition as several
members move into new posi-
tions.

“When I arrived, one of the
board’s goals was to build an
organization that could pro-
mote from within,” he said.
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Lebanon Fire District Chief
Joseph Rodondi

“Seeing that plan succeed -
watching our people step
confidently into new leader-
ship roles - is one of the ac-
complishments I'm most
proud of”

He will be replaced by Divi-
sion Chief John Tacy. Lt. Can-
dace Hedding has been pro-
moted to fire marshal, Lt.
Jason Adamson has been ap-
pointed to deputy fire mar-
shal, Division Chief Mark
Fitzwater will transition from
training to operations chief,
Engineer Cody Manzi has
been promoted to lieutenant,
and Heath Nance has been
appointed to firefighter.

Big Challenges for LFD

The fire district has been
scrambling to find ways to
trim its budget after approxi-
mately two-thirds of Lebanon
voters who turned out in the
May 2024 election rejected a
75 cents per $1,000 levy re-
quest by the department.
That would have provided
funding for additional fire-
fighters in an effort to im-
prove response times.

That didn't happen, and
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Rodondi said Lebanon, along
with fire districts across the
nation, is facing problems
that many people don't see
coming. The failure of the levy
left the department with a
budget shortfall calculated at
$865,000.

Rodondi said he’s been able
to cut staff via attrition, but
most of the department’s
budget goes to staffing.

Lebanon’s medics often
have to handle multiple calls
at once and the problem is go-
ing to get more difficult. On
Jan. 1, 2026, Lebanon will re-
duce to two 24-hour ambu-
lances, down from four units
that were available during the
day when Rodondi arrived,
due to the financial con-
straints. One disappeared af-
ter COVID and the other has
required “some reserves” to
stay operational.

“Oregon’s EMS is not con-
sidered an essential service,”
he said. “It’s not supported by
taxes. It's fee-based. Folks
need to understand that EMS
is funded differently.”

“Many people dont under-
stand that the fire district is
not part of the city,” he added,
noting that he thinks that was
a problem in the bond elec-
tion. “Many people thought
we were involved with the
city, that we had plenty of
money.”

In Lebanon, 81% of the
community is on Medicare or
Medicaid, which only pay
“three to four cents on the
dollar,” he said. “It's not sus-
tainable. There’s nothing
affordable in  affordable
health care. We have an un-
sustainable pre-hospital-care
ambulance system.”

He said that many commu-
nities are already beginning
to face “ambulance deserts” -
where they are located more
than 25 miles away from an
ambulance station.

“It happened in Baker City,

See Rodondi, Page 16
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Teaching just tip of iceberg for parade grand marshal Dr. Derrick Sorweide

By Scott Swanson
Lebanon Local

If there’s such a thing as a
typical, ordinary medical
school professor, Dr. Derrick
Sorweide is probably not it.

That becomes pretty clear
pretty fast as Sorweide sits in
his office at College of Osteo-
pathic Medicine of the Pa-
cific-Northwest in Lebanon,
where he was one of the team
who started the school in
2011.

Oh, Sorweide is most as-
suredly a medical school pro-
fessor. He teaches family
medicine, and is the school'’s
director of Healthcare Simu-
lation.

But he’s also an outdoors
enthusiast and since 2016,
he’s been a military man,
serving three extended tours
around the world. Now a lieu-
tenant colonel in the U.S.
Army Reserves, he serves as
the medical readiness and
training command surgeon
for the reserve component.

In recognition of his service,
Sorweide has been chosen to
serve as grand marshal of this
year’s Linn County Veterans
Parade in Albany. He actually
was chosen as the parade’s
grand marshal last year, but
was unable to attend because
he was being deployed in the
Middle East last fall.

Medicine Came First

Sorweide’s path to military

service has been a series of
steps, not all of them
planned.

He spent his early years in
Washington, but largely grew
up in Las Vegas, Nev, after
his father, an airline pilot
who didn't particularly like
rain, decided to move there.

Sorweide initially worked
in physical therapy, when “I
decided to have a career
change and applied to medi-
cal school”

He originally planned to at-
tend medical school on a mil-
itary scholarship, “however,
those plans kind of went
sideways when both my par-
ents were diagnosed with
cancer.”

“My sister, who's a nurse,
and I ended up hospiceing
them and that was not a good
time for me to leave the
country”

He received his doctorate
of osteopathic medicine from
Kirksville College of Osteo-
pathic Medicine in Missouri
before completing his resi-
dency in family medicine at
the University of North Texas
Health Sciences Center and
Dallas Southwest Medical
Center.

Sorweide said he'd always
loved the Northwest, so “as
soon as I got done with (the
residency), I knew I was going
to come out to Oregon. So I
came out and established

Sorweide Family Medicine in
Grants Pass. He continued
there for 16 years before join-
ing the team at COMP-
Northwest.

“I'm actually one of the
founders,” Sorweide said.

He had gotten involved in
the Osteopathic Physicians
and Surgeons, an organiza-

File Photo
Lt. Col. Derrick Sorweide speaks at the Sept. 11, 2022 9/11 Day
Flag of Honor ceremony held at the Circle of Flags at Boulder
Falls in Lebanon.

tion that provides continuing
education and representa-
tion for osteopaths in the
state, and got acquainted
with Larry Mullins, CEO of
Samaritan Lebanon Commu-
nity Hospital at the time, and
Paula Crone, who later be-
came dean of COMP-North-
west.

“That just blossomed, the
relationships with a lot of
people,” he said. “I saw such a
good group of folks, some of
the best friends I'd ever made
in my life, and it was a project
that I knew I could put myself
behind and that I wasn't, you
know, I wasn't going to end
up regretting it.”

He sold his practice and
moved north to help start the
school.

He also met Dr. Leslie
Stevens, a graduate of the
College of  Osteopathic
Medicine of the Pacific
(COMP) in Pomona, Calif.in
Pomona, Calif., which is now
the sister school for COMP-
Northwest. They're now mar-
ried.

Late Arrival to Army

Through it all, Sorweide
had never lost interest in mil-
itary service.

“I always wanted to serve in
the military” he said. “I
thought those days were over
with, because I started hav-
ing kids and started a prac-
tice and did all my things,
and then I came up here to
start working for the school,
and suddenly I had a very
supportive environment.

“The school has always
supported my efforts to go
into the military. My wife
grew up in an Army family.
Actually, her brother was my

See Sorweide, Page 11

Water loss, water rights: Sodaville takes two steps forward, one step back

By Sarah Brown
Lebanon Local

After a brief report on los-
ing 70,000 gallons of water,
Sodaville’s City  Council
unanimously voted to pur-
sue rights to drill multiple
wells during its Oct. 16 meet-
ing.

Public Works Director J D
Burns reported a two inch
pipe had blown out at Liberty
Street around 4 a.m. on Oct.
9, causing a loss of about
70,000 gallons of water.

Burns, City Administrator/
Recorder Molly McGuire, city
councilors Roger Perry and
Joseph Parsons, Mayor Brian
Lewis and residents Brian
Perry and Gerald Hutchman
spent the morning fixing the
problem.

“This is kind of the reason
that we voted to do the $10-
per-meter-per-month main-
tenance fee, because when
that line blew, it was blowing
like a fire truck with the wa-

ter, and we had no parts,
Lewis said. “We've gotta build
up some parts, because we
can't have a water burst like
that and not have the parts to
fix it. Every hour that that
thing pumped, we lost a lot of
water.”

Next steps for new wells

A majority of the meeting
centered around a decision
the council had to make re-

garding the city's water
rights application it submit-
ted last year.

While the council was in-
formed last May that the ap-
plication for new water
rights would likely be denied,
Lewis reported this month
that the state is now able to
approve it. The application
has been on administrative
hold for a time so the city
could figure out its next
steps.

Lewis explained the city
could keep the application
as-is, which allows Sodaville

to ask for new water rights
for a Well 6, or they could
amend the application to in-
clude additional locations
near Well 3 and near the
reservoir tank. It would cost
$2,300 to make those
changes.

“(The latter) would allow
Sodaville options to have
more of a free choice of
where we can locate and
place an efficient well)”
McGuire said.

Kind of tangled in with the
latter option is the fact that
the water rights for wells 3, 4
and 5 expired in 2015, so the
city needs to ask for an ex-
tension to those rights
which, if accepted, would last
to 2035, Lewis explained.

Although it would cost
money to amend the applica-
tion, the upside is it allows
the city to drill new wells at
different locations, including
what would be Well 6 on the
Jackman property.

Thus, the council was faced
with deciding whether to
pursue Well 6 alone, as origi-
nally intended, or pay to
amend the application for
additional wells at different
locations. They voted for the
latter.

Another off-shoot to the
discussion at hand was the
costs the city will be faced
with to build new wells.

Lewis indicated he believes
the city would be in good
straits if it could spend
$§70,000 of the remaining
funds for two wells while
leaving the rest for water
hauling in the meantime.

While the city was awarded
a $365,000 reimbursable
grant to help build Well 6,
some of that money has been
chipped away for water haul-
ing in the past couple of
years. According to Lewis,
there is now $278,000 of that
fund remaining. The city ear-
marked another $130,000 for

willamettevalleysports.com

/

4
o

S

1 FM-920 AM
The Best Music

www.ksho.net

water hauling, $44,000 for
engineering, and the remain-
ing $104,000 for well-build-
ing, if all goes as planned.

Parsons acknowledged the
delicate balancing act
needed to pay for water
hauling while also keeping
funds available to build wells
that would essentially put a
stop to the need for water
hauling.

Part of that balancing act
includes the fact the city
must first pay for its water
and construction bills before
the state will reimburse the

city.
“It's like a double-edged
sword,” he said. “To me,

money is no option. We'll
spend what we need to spend
to make it happen. But what?
- You just piddle away all
your money water-hauling
all summer?”

In other business:

e Burns announced that
McGuire earned a Small Sys-
tems Operator certificate,
which allows her to operate
small public drinking water
systems.

e Burns reported that the
pump for Well 3 has died.

e Burns reported that wa-
ter is being hauled in from
Lebanon about three days
every week.

e McGuire reported the
Water System Expansion
grant is now successfully
amended, allowing the city to
be reimbursed for water
hauling costs.
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Lebano's Pickles claims fourth 5A individual title

ebanon's Addy Pickles, left, with Eagle Point's Callie Pogue Campbell and Crescent Valley's
Alivia King, won her fourth straight 5A individual cheer title at the 2025 OCCA All-State Com-
petition Oct. 18, completing a clean sweep of the state championships as a Lebanon Warrior.
Along with the titles of All-State Team Member, cheerleaders who placed in the top three of
the individual divisions also receive academic scholarships. Lebanon’s stunt teams were
fourth and fifth in the state at the competition

Santiam Station sold to Albany Railroad

By Sarah Brown
Lebanon Local

The City Council approved
the sale of the Santiam Travel
Station following a public
hearing during its Nov. 12
meeting.

The company that operates
Santiam Excursion at the site
purchased the property for
$525,000.

Councilor David McClain
clarified the property will re-
turn to the tax roles. He also
asked what the proceeds
could be used for, as he
would be interested in using
some of it toward the library
expansion project, if neces-
sary.

Finance Director Brandon
Neish said it will be up to the
City Council to determine
what to use the proceeds for.

The property, consisting of
approximately 5,500 square
feet on a third of an acre lo-
cated at 750 S 3rd Street, was
acquired by the city in 1996
from Southern Pacific Rail-
road. It has served as the City
Council Chambers and was
leased to Albany & Eastern
Railroad for use as a ticketing
office and passenger waiting
area.

The council moved its
chambers to the Lebanon
Public Library’s community
room this year and soon after
discussed the possibility of
selling the vacated property,
followed by legal procedure
to do so.

An appraisal done last year
by Jackson Group NW valued
the property at $560,000.
Linn County listed the Real
Market Value as $609,390.

Albany & Eastern Railroad
(RB Acquisition LLC, Rick
Franklin Corp.) made an offer
for the property in the
amount of $525,000. The

terms include shared closing
costs, with the buyer respon-
sible for one-half of the es-
crow fees and all recording
charges.The seller will cover
the cost of a standard title in-
surance policy, any applica-
ble excise or conveyance
taxes, and one-half of the es-
crow fees. In addition, the
seller will pay a brokerage
commission of 3%.

According to City Manager
Ron Whitlatch, it cost the city
about $10,000 a year in utili-
ties to maintain ownership of
the property, and there are
about $60,000 in improve-
ments that need to be done.
In other business, the
council:

e Approved an ordinance

amending the City of
Lebanon Development Code
regarding changes to code in-
terpretation procedures, and
park and recreational trail
land use categorization and
permitting.

e Approved and ordinance
vacating public right-of-way
on Crowfoot Road.

e Introduced Shana Olson
as the city's new develop-
ment services director.

e Authorized a transfer of
appropriations for the City of
Lebanon 2025-2026 budget,
which gives expenditure au-
thority to the library to ac-
quire design work for the ex-
pansion project. The library
has a special revenue fund of
about $400,000.
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Lights

Photo courtesy of T-Mobile

T-Mobile representatives present a check for $100,000 to Lebanon after the Warriors finished
second in the nationwide Fridy Night 5G Lights compeititon.

Warriors finish second in T-Mobile contest,
but Lebanon scores $100,000 for stadium

T-Mobile announced Oct.
30 that the Lebanon Warriors
have scored an additional
$100,000 in the company’s
Friday Night 5G Lights com-
petition — bringing Lebanon’s
total winnings to $130,000.

Lebanon finished second to
Dierks High School in Arkan-
sas, which will receive $1 mil-
lion for a stadium makeover.

Dierks came out on top in
the competition, involving
2,100 high schools across the
nation, after the state of Ar-
kansas rallied behind the tiny
school (Dierks had a popula-
tion of 960 in the 2020 cen-
sus, down from 1,333 in
2010), located just north of
Texarkana, Texas. Dierks fin-
ished with 1,988,665 votes.
Lebanon was second with
1,457,848 votes — a difference
of 530,817. Lebanon's total
was nearly triple that of Dex-
ter Regional High School of
Dexter, Maine, which fin-
ished third.

Lebanon’s award comes in
addition to the $25,000 the
school earned as a Top 25 fi-

nalist, along with $1,000 for
applying, bringing the total to
$126,000 in cash support for
the high school.

Additionally, the school
earned $5,000 from taking
part in the T-Mobile contest
last year.

“We are incredibly proud of
our students, staff, and com-
munity for the way they ral-
lied together,”

said Lebanon Community
School District Superinten-
dent Jennifer Meckley. “What
began as a contest turned
into a celebration of Warrior
pride and unity, and we are
grateful to T-Mobile for rec-
ognizing that effort.”

Lebanon was the only Ore-
gon school to reach the Top
25 in the national competi-
tion. The Friday Night 5G
Lights program shines a spot-
light on high schools demon-
strating exceptional school
spirit and community sup-
port.

“Lebanon High School is in-
credibly proud and grateful
to accept this $100,000 con-

tribution from T-Mobile,” said
LHS Principal Craig Swanson.
“This journey has showcased
the best of us, and we deeply
appreciate the overwhelming
support we received from our
school, our community, and
the state of Oregon.

“I love Lebanon, Oregon,
and am thankful that the rest
of the state and nation got a
glimpse

of how great and support-
ive this community truly is.”

The Lebanon Community
School District plans to set
aside the funds to address the
grandstands at Heath Sta-
dium. The grandstands, built
in 1957, were closed earlier
this year due to structural is-
sues. Currently, Warrior fans
sit in the small visiting sec-
tion of the stadium, and visi-
tors sit on a set of bleachers
on either side of the closed
grandstands.

More information on the
grandstands on the district’s
website: www.lebanon.k12.
or.us/connect/heath-sta-
dium-grandstands.

Rep.JAMICATE@OREGONLEGISLATURE.GOV 503-986-1411
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office for help with government
agencies, concerns over
legislation, or to get clarity on
things happening in Salem!

Get my emails!
Visit my Legislative
page to register for

my in-depth and
informative emails.

Subscribe at OREGONLEGISLATURE.GOV /CATE

PUBLIC SAFETY

From page 3

text messages from a random
number claiming to be the vic-
tim, asking for money. LCSO
said no money is known to
have been sent. 600 block Cas-
cade Dr.

11:27 a.m. - Billy Wayne
Hatch Jr, 48, cited for driving
while suspended, LMC war-
rant for FTA, AMC warrant for
FTC on original charge of con-
tempt of court, LJC warrant for
driving while suspended,
Salem Municipal Court war-
rant for FTA, and SHMC war-
rant for contempt of court. Car
impounded.

1:26 p.m. - Harley Dixie Gene
Tinker Vader, 20, cited on LMC
warrant for FTA and LCCC
warrants for FTAs on original
charges of unauthorized use of
avehicle, criminal trespass and
FTAs.

4:14 p.m. - Branden L. Har-
vey, 38, cited for driving while
suspended and failure to dis-
play.

4:26 p.m. - Tyson Lee House,
18, cited for driving uninsured.

4:37 p.m. - Anna R. House,
41, cited on Benton County
Circuit Court warrant for at-
tempt to commit felony, and
LCJC warrant for littering.

9:01 p.m. - Caller reported
subject wearing plastic bags
for clothes and using stick to
dig in storm drains. Subject
said he was fixing a drainage
problem.

Nov. 4

9:36 a.m. - Fraud reported
when male called female say-
ing he was from the bank and
scammed her into taking
money and depositing it into a
machine at Albany Walgreens.
Loss: $500.

1:44 p.m. - Female claimed to
have power of attorney over
dad who has dementia and
staying at assisted living facil-
ity. She told staff she was pick-
ing him up to visit grandkids,
but also said she was going to
lose house and needed to
prove she was taking care of
him. She claimed her brother is
a con artist trying to steal from

dad and saying he has POA. In-
vestigation showed female has
history of fraudulently trying
to steal from dad.

4:08 p.m. - Report taken for
theft of shoes from Wilco from
a couple. The next day they
tried to return the shoes in
Salem. Loss: $110.

4:31 p.m. - Theft of battery
charger and inverter at Wilco
reported. Loss: $190.

6:09 p.m. - Travis Justin Lee
Mack, 23, of Lebanon, cited for
careless driving relating to mo-
tor vehicle crash , Oak St./Fir
Rd. According to LCSO, Mack
had just worked on the brakes
on his Dodge Dakota pickup
truck, but they didn't work and
he rear-ended a stopped car in
traffic. Injuries reported. LCSO
did not provide name of other
driver.Report taken.

6:48 p.m. - Austin Brennen,
36, of Lebanon, cited for failure
to obey traffic control device,
Main Rd./Hobbs St.

9:58 p.m. - Car crash into
mobile home park house, 200
block Market St. Riley Shane
Huntoon, 21, arrested for DUII,
reckless driving and criminal
mischief II. Report taken.

10:22 p.m. - Riley Shane
Huntoon, 21, cited on LCSA
warrant for contempt and
SHMC warrant for contempt.
Nov. 3

9:04 a.m. - “Highly intoxi-
cated” subject with large glass
bottle of beer walking in circles
in high school parking lot (not
a school day). Jacob Joshua Ji-
manez, 34, trespassed from the
school property for 30 days.

10:15 a.m. - Caller reported
finding ash from a small fire in
Citizens Bank entryway.

10:32 a.m. - Jeremy Lee Du-
rant, 46, arrested on domestic
incident, 1300 block S Grove
St.

11:56 a.m. - Littering re-
ported on Weyerhaeuser prop-
erty in area of Mount Pleasant
Rd./Keel Mountain Dr.

12:14 p.m. - Officer investi-
gating suspicious circum-
stance of male falling off
bridge in Marion County and

See Public Safety, Page 14

Eye Care
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and frames to Lebanon and the
surrounding communities.
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St. Martin's congregants celebrate the church's 75th anniversary.

St. Martin’s Episcopal church
celebrates 75th anniversary

By Sarah Brown
Lebanon Local

Members of St. Martin's
Episcopal Church celebrated
the church’s 75th anniversary
with food and fellowship on
Oct. 25.

Technically, the congrega-
tion first began meeting in Oc-
tober of 1949 in the recreation
room of Wiltshire Hall, now
known as the second floor of
the old Wells Fargo building.
Worship services later moved
to the Rose Room banquet hall
in the old Lebanon Hotel.

By 1950, the congregation
was able to break ground on its
first of three buildings that
would make up the church at
the northeast corner of Grove
and E Milton streets. The
parish hall was completed in
October 1950, the vicarage in
October 1951, and the church
in September 1957.

During the past several
decades, the church has served
the community with tutoring
services for children, annual
observance of the Blessing of
the Animals, and particular at-
tention to low-income and
homeless ministries, including
laundry service, meals, per-
sonal care kits, a food pantry
and other support services.

The celebration was ob-
served under a canopy of mu-
sical notes by pianist Lydia
O’Brien. Historical facts, infor-
mation and photos were
spread around the parish, with
hors doeuvres stationed
strategically throughout.
Guests were invited to drop a
note for a time capsule, en-
couraged to try to win a prize
with Episcopalian trivia, and
given opportunity to recom-
mend a good joke for the
church newsletter.

Expanded library expansion expected

By Sarah Brown
Lebanon Local

During the City Council
meeting on Nov. 12, Library
Director Kendra Antila pro-
vided an update on the li-
brary’s pursuit of an ex-
panded children’s room.

According to Antila, a
needs assessment was re-
cently conducted, causing
the library staff to realize
there was more demand for
the children’s room than pre-
viously expected. In other
words, they would need to in-
crease the planned expan-
sion project size.

“Our initial project under-
estimated the true scope of
community  needs and
growth,” she said.

When the library and its
board initially began dis-
cussing an expansion project
in 2017, the children’s room
was being used for five differ-
ent story times, which was
“always really loud and dis-
ruptive to the library,” Antila
said.

Today, there are fewer
story times yet an increase in
other activities, such as after
school and teen programs.
Furthermore, with the City
Council Chambers now lo-
cated inside the library’s
community room, there’s
even less available space to
utilize for children’s activi-
ties.

“It became very obvious

EXCITING NEWS

YOUR NEWSPAPER IS GOING WEEKLY!

We're thrilled to announce that, starting January 2026, your Lebanon
Local is moving from monthly to weekly! We are merging Lebanon
Local and Sweet Home News to be ONE East Linn County news
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that that little 500 square
foot space was not gonna be
enough for all the different
types of programming that
we do,” she said. “Nor did it
allow us for growth.”

The addition would include
gathering space for various
children’s activities, including
a soundproofing feature.
There would also be addi-
tional shelving space,
perimeter seating for parents
and stroller storage, windows
for parents to observe their
children, fully enclosed patio
space, and unobstructed ac-
cess to the family restroom,
children's section, staff office
and storage.

The original project design
was 746 square feet, with an
expected total cost of $0.7

million. The updated project
design is 1,605 square feet
with an expected total cost of
$1.5 million.

Antila emphasized that
while the scope of the project
is smaller than other city ini-
tiatives, it will not even re-
quire any additional city
funds. That’s because she
plans to fund the project with
grants, community fundrais-
ing, and business partner-
ships. She’s  particularly
hopeful to be able to secure
the full cost through a Com-
munity Development Block
Grant.

The library will apply for
the grant next fall. So far,
Friends of the Lebanon Li-
brary have raised $50,000 for
the project.

STAY CONNECTED, STAY INFORMED, AND SUPPORT LOCAL JOURNALISM!
SUBSCRIBE TODAY TO GET THE SPECIAL RATE SO THAT YOU DON'T MISS A SINGLE ISSUE!

PLEASE REACHOUT TO US IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS: 541-367-2135
The New Era and Lebanon Local Staff — Scott, Miriam, Sarah, Casey, Mack & Jessica
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SAMARITAN

From page 1

the two finalists, he said
Samaritan board members
unanimously selected Mul-
tiCare.

Introducing MultiCare

MultiCare’s history dates
back to 1882 with the estab-
lishment of Tacoma's first
hospital, and it has since
grown since 1980 into the
largest community-based,
locally governed health sys-
tem in Washington state.
The organization operates
more than 300 primary, ur-
gent, pediatric and spe-
cialty care locations across
Washington and Idaho and
- with the addition of
Samaritan - Oregon, as well
as 13 hospitals totaling
2,926 beds, staffed by
25,000-plus employees and
more than 2,300 clinicians.

Ten of its hospitals offer
acute care and two are be-
havioral health facilities.
MultiCare’s services include
neurology care, same-day
surgery, retail imagery ser-
vices, and is about to open a
new children’s hospital in
Tacoma, none of which are
offered by Samaritan, Cahill
said.

Also, according to its tax
filings in recent years, Mul-
tiCare has been profitable
every year during the pe-
riod of 2011 through 2023,
during which Samaritan as
a whole has finished in the

red, financially, in 2021-
2023, 2016 and 2014, and
profits have been seven fig-
ures or less in five other
years during the 2011-23
timespan.

Cahill attributed that to
smart planning and invest-
ing by MultiCare: “All the
things they do are the right
fits for MultiCare, their
community,” he said. “They
just have tools and technol-
ogy and investments
through which they’ve been
able to gain great efficien-
cies in their hospitals, in the
partnerships they’ve done.”

He said MultiCare has a
“significant treasury be-
cause they've been success-
ful.”

“They’ve done a very good
job. They're very disciplined
with their investment strat-
egy. There are things we can
learn from them.”

For MultiCare, Samari-
tan’s health plan was of high
interest, Cahill said, and it
operates a hospice, which
MultiCare lacks.

The health plan compo-
nent was critical to Multi-
Care’s interest, he said.

“If the healthcare plans
go away, we're not inter-
ested’ - that’s how valuable
they are.”

Another positive that
Samaritan brings to the ta-
ble is that it is an “employer
of choice” in the region, he
said.

“We have people with 10,

LOCAL SERVICE - POWERFUL EQUIPMENT

/

/

CEscaD

O\JTDOOR POWER €Q\VIPMENT

—
—

i

641-451-5213 - 1215 WAIRWAY RD-LEBANON
WWW.CASCADEPOWERLEBANON.COM

15, 20, 30, 40 years of ser-
vice and they liked that.”

Benefits for Samaritan

Paperwork to begin the
process of merging was filed
earlier this month.

The merger agreement,
which is expected to be
completed by the middle of
next year, includes a com-
mitment of $700 million
over 10 years from Multi-
Care, which would assume
ownership of Samaritan’s
assets. When the merger is
complete, Samaritan will
have one seat on Multi-
Care’s Board of Directors,
which will bring the num-
ber of board members to 13.

Cahill said Samaritan
leaders hope the cash influx
will fund a new wing for
Good Samaritan Regional
Medical Center in Corvallis
and possible upgrades to
the “very small” emergency
room at Albany General
Hospital.

Plus, he said, MultiCare
has experience in creating
medical facilities  that
Samaritan has not: free-
standing emergency rooms,
ambulatory services such as
same-day surgery and retail
imaging centers. He noted
that the organization has
established Indigo walk-in
urgent care clinics through-
out Washington and north-
ern Idaho, and could do the

same in Samaritan’s terri-
tory.
County Commissioner

Roger Nyquist asked how
the merger might affect
Samaritan in its abilities to
recruit medical practition-
ers — doctors, nurses, physi-
cian’s assistants and others.
Cahill noted that those
vacancies have largely been
created by retirements,
though he acknowledged
that because many young
doctors now work for large
corporations rather than
small practices, it’s easier to
move to perceived greener
pastures.
Cahill

said medical

schools are not producing
enough new doctors and
nurses to fill the void, which
makes recruiting such pro-
fessionals even more
difficult, particularly in a
rural region.

MultiCare intends to
bring in more primary care
and specialty care doctors,
Larissa Balzar, Samaritan’s
vice president of strategy
and planning, interjected.
She noted that it had added
60 physicians at Yakima
Memorial Hospital, with
which it merged in 2023,
“which really had been
struggling before that.”

“We believe they will help
in recruiting,” Cahill said.
“They have a secret sauce in
hiring folks.”

He also said that Samari-
tan’s name will likely re-
main on its facilities,
though MultiCare’s could
appear as well.

“It's wildly expensive to
change signs,” he said.

Also, there will be no
changes in 2026 to insur-
ance plans currently ac-
cepted at Samaritan facili-
ties, he and Balzar said.
More information about
health insurance is avaial-
ble at samhealth.org/Insur-
anceBilling.

‘Cultural Alignment’

Cahill said there is “cul-
tural alignment” between

the two - “similar philoso-
phies.”
Like Samaritan, Multi-

Care is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit.
Cahill said the organization
operates on four “pillars”
which, he said, govern all
the decisions its board
makes:

e A moral obligation to de-
liver best health system
possible;

e Local governance and
decision-making;

e Trust within the com-
munity; and

e Cultural transformation
to become customer- and
community-centric.

“They say it a little differ-

ently, but that'’s exactly who
we are,” Cahill said. “That
resonated with us. When
you look at what people do,
where the money’s spent,
you can see what’s impor-
tant to them.”

He said MultiCare uses a
“win-win-win” philosophy
to determine its courses of
action: “success for patients,
success for both partners,
success for MultiCare.”

MultiCare’s goal, he said,
is to serve one-third of the
population of the North-
west, and it is moving into
southern Idaho as well as
Oregon, which is another
reason why it is interested
in merging with Samaritan.

Samaritan’s location in
the Willamette Valley and
its assets give MultiCare a
chance to make a splash in
Oregon, he said.

“That’s a position of
strength. They chose us for
a reason. When you look at
the Willamette Valley, we
will be a foundation for
MultiCare moving forward.

“I think size makes a
difference in healthcare to-
day and they have tools that
I think can really help us.”

He used a sports analogy
to explain why Samaritan
decided to make a move,
citing the example of the
Pacl2 conference, which
underwent a major mem-
bership realignment in
2024 when four members -
Oregon, Washington, UCLA
and USC - bolted to the Big
12 when the Pacl2’s media
rights deal expired.

“Teams had choices and
opportunity, but if you
waited too long and the mu-
sic stopped, that was gone.”

Samaritan’s senior leader-
ship viewed a merger with
MultiCare as “a win-win-
win for us,” he said.

“MultiCare’s strongest ca-
pabilities match Samaritan’s
needs.”

For additional informa-
tion on the merger, visit
samhealth.org/Affiliation.

Waterloo council seat becomes vacant

The Waterloo City Coun-
cil learned at its Oct. 14
meeting that a council seat
has become vacant after a
councilor resigned from the
position.

City Councilor Adam
Beskow, who was not
present at this meeting,
turned in a letter of resigna-
tion earlier in the month.
He told Lebanon Local he
left for several reasons, but
added, “I believe it's impor-
tant to make space for fresh
perspectives and new lead-
ership, and now feels like
the right time to step aside.”

Beskow was first voted
into office in 2020, serving a
four-year term between
2021 and 2024. He was re-
elected in the 2024 election
and served the first nine
months of that term.

The council voted for
Councilor Russell Tolen to
replace Beskow as council
president. The city will put
out a notice informing the
community the council is
accepting inquiries of inter-
est to fill the seat, which
ends Dec. 31, 2028.

Interested parties must
be a resident of Waterloo.
In other business:

e City Hall hours were
changed to Tuesdays and
Thursdays from 8-11 a.m.

e Resident Jason Cripe
had questions about a vari-
ance for ADU minimum lot
size and sewer work.

e Resident Sissy Willard
said her husband can help
with moving bus stops.

e Outgoing City Recorder
Justin Cary informed the
council the city’s insurer

may have grants available.
A grant the city just applied
for could replace a back
door at City Hall.

e Street Master Chad
Wolfe reported he will in-
stall a stop sign at 6th and
Card streets.

e Code Enforcement
Officer Dennis Scott re-
ported some letters he sent
out have been returned by
the post office.

e Mayor Justin Sawdon re-
ported he and some coun-
cilors are preparing to re-
pair and move some bus
stops.

e The council approved a
motion for pro-tem City
Recorder Grace Reed to at-
tend a basic governmental
training presented by the
League of Oregon Cities.
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SORWEIDE
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first commander, and her dad
commissioned me.

“So she said, ‘Hey, you've al-
ways wanted to do this. Why
don't you? You're not too old.
Go doit”

So he did, joining the Army
Reserves in 2016.

“I was a late bloomer in the
Army,” Sorweide said. “I com-
missioned at 49.”

He started working in a
combat support hospital
(CSH) as a primary care doc-
tor.

“My job was pretty much to
make sure, early on, that all
the other soldiers around me
were fit to go and do these
deployments and assign-
ments that they received.
And so we did all the primary
care part of that.”

In 2018 he got tagged to de-
ploy to the Middle East.

“I got a call and they said,
‘Hey, you've done hospitalist
work. You've also done some
ER work. Would you mind
being an ER doctor for this
deployment?’

“And I was like, ‘I can do
that.”

He said that deployment,
in Kuwait and then in Iraq,
established his reputation as
an ER doctor.

“That kind of let the mili-
tary know that I can function
in that manner,” Sorweide
said. “And most of my other
deployments have been in
that regard.”

During COVID, he was de-
ployed as an ER doctor to
South and Central America,
where the Army was carrying
out anti-drug and anti-hu-
man trafficking efforts.

Thanks to COVID travel re-
straints, he was deployed for
nine months that time - in
what was supposed to be a
90-day stint that was pro-
longed due to the pandemic.

Plus, he was forced to stay
in the Texas desert “in the
middle of nowhere” for three
weeks before and after the
Central America deployment
at an “old World War II tank
gunnery range with a Quon-
set hut - that’s where they
put us up.”

“By the time we left, three
weeks later, there were, like,
80,000 people living out
there because the entire mili-
tary couldn't leave the coun-
try. There was a travel ban, so
they were just sticking us all
out there to quarantine us.

“They had taped-off sec-
tions, like 100 yards by 100
yards and that was your
thing. You couldn't cross over
because they didn't want to
contaminate groups, right?
So, yeah, it was interesting.”

Most recently, he worked in
eight different countries in
the Middle East as part of a
command team that focused
on humanitarian work. Cur-
rently, he holds the position
of command surgeon for the
2nd Medical Brigade of the
U.S. Army Reserve, oversee-
ing all medical military per-
sonnel in six western states.

“So actually, I saw a few pa-
tients, but that wasn't my
role. My role was to make
sure everybody else was do-
ing their job. So we oversaw
eight countries and what the
medical teams in those eight
countries had to deal with.”

Then, last spring, he got di-
agnosed with cancer, from
which, Sorweide said, he’s re-
covered.

Outdoors Orientation

Meanwhile, not only does
he run academic programs at
the university when he’s not
deployed, but Sorweide also
advises COMP-Northwest’s
Military Medicine Club and
its Wilderness Medicine
Club.

Over his years at COMP-
Northwest, he also founded
Joint  Military = Medicine
Trauma Training events in
Lebanon, a bicycle interest
group for students and Crash
Cart Talks - informal educa-
tional sessions designed to
teach medical students and
staff how to respond to emer-
gency situations and the use
of a medical crash cart, which
carries  medication and
equipment used to save lives
in hospital emergencies.

“I love austere medicine,"
said Sorweide, who also said
he enjoys fly fishing, hunting
and general outdoors recre-
ation. “Ilove, you know, going
out in the middle of nowhere
to do what I do. So I'm having
alot of fun.

“When I lived in Grants
Pass I was a huge fly fisher-
man,” noting that he lived
near the junction of the
Rogue and Applegate rivers.
“I fished all the time, pretty
much for my sanity.”

He said he and students
will be putting on a winter
medicine conference at
Mount Hood this year.

See Sorweide, Page 12

with 47.46% opposing it.

1, 2026.
of 29.65%.

Voters approve Sheriff’s Office
levy in November 4 election

A majority of Linn County voters approved the four-
year law enforcement levy request by the Linn County
Sheriff’s Office in the Nov. 4 election.

As of Nov. 7, 52.54% of voters had approved the levy,

The new levy, which runs through 2030, will increase
from the current rate of $2.98 per $1,000 of assessed
value to $3.08 per $1,000. The levy would generate an es-
timated $184,595,812 over its four years, beginning July

A total of 29,731 voters cast ballots, which is a turnout
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Maternal Care Coordinator Gaby Esquival, MPH, at left, shows a sample of care kits donated by
MOMS Club members Maya Milhon, center, and Larisa Neilson, right, with their children.

MOMS

From page 1

Eight months later, with baby
number two on the way, Neil-
son put a call out on social
media to form a new chapter.

She didn't know what to ex-
pect, but five mothers
showed up to the first meet-
ing and more have since
joined, she said. So far, their
members come from Albany,
Halsey, Lebanon and Scio.

The Mid Valley MOMS
Club is still only a toddler it-
self at one and a half years,
but what the women say
they've found therein is a
community.

“I think, personally, the big-
gest benefit has just been to
find other moms in a similar
situation,” said Maya Milhon,
vice president and mother of
two in Lebanon. “I think a lot
of us are newer to the area,
and as adults it’s hard to find
your community..It's like,
where do you even start?”

The group meets four
times a month: once in
Lebanon at a park or library,
once in Albany at a park or li-
brary, once at Immanuel
Lutheran Church in Albany
(which provides a free meet-
ing space for the club), and
once for moms-only night.

The gatherings provide
mothers a chance to connect
with other mothers, to talk
about their days and their
wins, and to provide support
for each other.

“I think that’s been the big-
gest benefit for me, is just
giving me a place that I know
I can start, and moms that get
it - they know the chaos, the
craziness,” Milhon said.

It also helps burn some of
the day that may otherwise
seem endless when a toddler
demands constant attention.

“It's much more easy for
me to get through my day be-
cause I always break my day
into their two wake win-
dows,” Neilson said. “I have to
fill up the morning and I have
to fill up the afternoon-
evening.”

For Neilson the entire
morning is already ac-
counted for on meet-up days.

While Neilson admits be-
ing a stay-at-home mom is a
blessing, it can also be very
isolating - and that’s the very
foundation of why Mary
James started the national
club in 1985.

In this day of social media,
Neilson still sees mothers
seeking that familiar connec-
tion as they reach out with
posts looking for mom
groups or asking for ideas of
things to do with kids, or
maybe just looking for some-
one to join them for a walk in
the park.

“My vision is just that they
would see we are here,” Neil-
son said. “You can come and
have that support, have the
things to do, have the set-up
park date so youre not a
mom sitting there on the
bench by yourself saying I
really wanna go talk to that
mom, but I don't want to be
awkward.”

Fischer agrees.

“It's nice having something
where it’s like, even if you
don't feel like socializing, it's
so good for you to just get out
into public and talk to other
moms, talk to adults,” Fischer

said.

The Mid Valley MOMS
Club is part of an interna-
tional nonprofit group where
members pay $20 a year. It is
not religiously affiliated.

This year, the moms raised
money to fund a service
project geared specifically for
mothers. They packed their
80 little care packages and
donated them to Lebanon
Community Hospital and
Mid-Valley Birthing Center.

“A lot of people donate
baby things to hospitals,
which is super sweet,” Neil-
son said. “After you have your
baby and getting a hand-cro-
cheted blanket or a hat is
lovely, but I'm not sure any of
us have ever experienced
something for the mom. So
we wanted to do something
that was a little gift for mom.”

It was a chance for the
group to let new mothers
“feel seen,” with a special in-
vitation letting the mom
know “We are here for you, so
when you feel like going back
out into the world again,
come find us and make some
friends.”

AVAMERE

REHABILITATION of LEBANON

A PART of the AVAMERE FAMILY of COMPANIES

350 S 8th, Lebanon OR 97355
541-259-1221
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From left, Mark Fitzwater and John Tacy prepare for a badge
pinning ceremony during the board meeting on Oct. 20.

New fire chief steps in

Two chiefs were sworn in to

their new roles at the
Lebanon Fire District, one of
which replaced  Joseph

Rodondi as fire chief, during
the Oct. 20 Board of Directors
meeting.

Fire Chief John Tacy

John Tacy began his fire
service journey as a volunteer
with the Lacomb Fire District
before joining LFD in 1985.
During the past four decades,
he held nearly every opera-
tional role — firefighter, engi-
neer, lieutenant, battalion
chief and division chief —
gaining an understanding of
the district’s operations and
the community it serves.

“I am just happy to serve in
any capacity in the commu-
nity I grew up in and love,
Tacy said. “I've been fortunate
to experience 40 years of
proud moments — watching
our members rise to chal-
lenges, helping our neighbors
through tragedy, and witness-
ing how resilient and hard-
working the people of LFD
truly are.”

Tacy credits his parents and
the many mentors he's
worked with for shaping his
leadership.

“My mother and father
were two of my biggest inspi-
rations. All the chiefs and
captains I've worked with
have taught me something
valuable,” he said.

As Fire Chief, Tacy plans to
focus on advancing the dis-
trict’s readiness and adapting
to the changing landscape of
emergency medical services.

“I'm very happy to be able
to serve the community of
Lebanon and lead such a ded-
icated team,” he added.

Division Chief of
Operations
Mark Fitzwater

Mark Fitzwater’s career be-
gan at an early age, inspired
by his father, who served as
the district’s training officer.

He first participated in a
burn-to-learn exercise at age
16 — a moment that con-
firmed his passion for the fire
service, he said. After gradu-
ating from Lebanon High

School in 2002, he joined the
district as a volunteer fire-
fighter and became a full-
time firefighter/paramedic in
2007.

Over the years, Fitzwater
has served as engineer/
medic, lieutenant, battalion
chief and division chief of
training, earning a reputation
for professionalism and men-
torship, Rodondi said.

“I always wanted to work at
LED because this is my home-
town,” Fitzwater said. “It's
difficult to move away from
training because I truly enjoy
it, but our district is experi-
encing growing pains with in-
creased call volume and lim-
ited staffing. I feel I can best
support our personnel and
community by moving into
operations.”

In his new role, Fitzwater
will oversee emergency oper-
ations, staffing coordination
and resource planning —
work that will help guide the
district as it continues to
meet the needs of a growing
community.

In other business:

e Rodondi reported there
are five additional property
owners since last month who
applied to annex into the dis-
trict.

e Rodondi reported he’s
spoken to Samaritan Health's
Valley Regional CEO Sy John-
son. Their discussion in-
cluded the beginnings of a
plan to figure out how the
health and ambulance
providers can limit the num-
ber of transports they do
long-distance, such as Port-
land or Salem, or even fur-
ther, which cause lost rev-
enue.

e Tacy reported they are in-
specting the roof at Station
34, which is damaged, to de-
termine why it's damaged
and how to repair it.

e Rodondi encouraged the
board to consider going again
to voters for a levy. He said
going for a November ballot
would be better than a May
ballot, which they did last
year and only saw a 33% voter
turnout.

Lebanon hoard members hear
ICE plan for school district

By Jennifer Moody
For Lebanon Local

As far as Superintendent
Jennifer Meckley knows, fed-
eral immigration authorities
haven't come looking for any
students in the Lebanon
Community School District -
yet.

But if and when they do,
the district has policies and
procedures in place for how
to respond.

Meckley shared that infor-
mation Thursday, Nov. 13, as
part of the November meet-
ing of the school district’s
Board of Directors.

She said she'd been part of
an informal roundtable dur-
ing a recent conference of
the Oregon School Boards
Association at which it was
suggested that, with Immi-
gration and Customs En-
forcement action happening
in various parts of the state,
local boards might like an
update.

Meckley reminded board
members that the district
follows federal and state
laws. A child’s citizenship
status is not part of the infor-
mation kept, and “we do not
play a role in immigration
enforcement as a school dis-
trict.”

However, she said, she
knows people are worried,
particularly because ICE has
been reported in Albany, as
well as other parts of the
state.

“There's a heightened
awareness, heightened fear
among our staff and our
families,” she said.

Doors at Lebanon schools
are kept locked. If a federal
official were to contact a

school office looking for a
child, the office personnel
are instructed to contact the
superintendent, who would
then inform legal counsel.
Only a judicial warrant could
clear the way for access to a
child, Meckley said.

Perhaps a bigger fear
among families, she went on,
is that they might be taken
into federal custody without
their children's knowledge
and without anyone left at
home after classes let out.

Meckley told board mem-
bers she’s encouraging fami-
lies to work together and
with the district’s bilingual
community liaison to come
up with emergency plans
and contact information. In a
later interview, she added
that creating such a plan is a
good idea for all circum-
stances, not just in cases of
immigration action.

Meckley said Lebanon
hasn't experienced a sharp
increase in absentee rates,
nor has it noted any uptick in
bias incidents.

“But even if one of them
feels uncomfortable, we
want to protect them,” she
said.

Board members voiced no
questions or concerns about
Meckley’s information.

In other business Thurs-
day, the board heard an up-
date from student represen-
tative Cade Weber about a
donation from T-Mobile for
finishing second in the wire-
less network company’s “Fri-
day Night 5G Lights” compe-
tition. (See page 8)

Lebanon didn't get enough
votes for the $1 million grand
prize, but is scheduled to re-

ceive a $100,000 check for
second place during a special
assembly at the high school
Friday. That combined with
other winnings in the contest
- about $130,000 in all - will
be put toward replacing
Heath Stadium.

The stadium was built in
1957 and the roof was added
in 1962. District officials
closed the stadium for safety
reasons earlier this year, cit-
ing structural problems and
corroded concrete. Gradua-
tion was held on the football
field itself and no fans sat in
the stands during Warrior
games this fall.

Chief Operating Officer
William Lewis said the T-Mo-
bile funds should cover most,
if not all, of the cost of demo-
lition for the stadium. That'’s
to take place this spring. Af-
ter that, building a replace-
ment will depend on dona-
tions and district funds.

Board members also on
Thursday declined to move
forward with any changes in
policy that would allow them
to receive payment for their
board service.

Meckley noted to the
board that recent changes in
state law mean members
now can receive compensa-
tion for serving, but said var-
ious policies would seed to
be updated before the dis-
trict could begin working to-
ward that.

Board members said they
weren't interested in pursu-
ing that path. “There’s too
many other things the dis-
trict needs to do with that
money,’ Chair Nichole Piland
said.

SORWEIDE

From page 11

“All my students are actu-
ally participating in that with
me.”

COMP-Northwest club
members compete against
teams from half a dozen
other medical schools, nurs-
ing programs and military
groups in “Med Wars.”

“They get together in the
Northwest and they com-
pete, and you have to build a
fire from scratch. You have to
build a shelter from scratch.
You have to do these medical
scenarios. You have to rescue
people out of a ravine, out of
the water”

Sorweide said he is waiting
to find out how long his mili-
tary career will continue.

“I turned 60 this year,” he
said. “So I'll find out this year,
if I'm still in the Army or not,
whether they can extend me
past 60. There's got to be a
need for it.”

His four children are all out
of the house - none pursuing
medical careers - and his
wife is nearing retirement
from Kaiser Permanente in

Keizer.

“She’s done it all correctly,”
Sorweide said wryly, adding
“Where I did all the stuff that
we were told not to do in the
‘90s but I did it anyway.”

The Sorweides have three
grandchildren.

He and Leslie enjoy camp-
ing, he said, noting that
they'd just returned from a
long-postponed outing, de-
layed by his cancer treat-
ments.

“We'd been putting it off
and I wasn't going to put that
off any longer,” he said. “We
went out in the middle of the
East Oregon desert and
found some hot springs and
went up in the Steens Moun-
tains.

“I love Oregon. There’s no
other state where I can have
ocean, mountains, desert -
whatever [ want, all within an
hour. Oregon’s got every-
thing I'd ever want.”

He said he also likes fishing
with one of his sons, who's a
firefighter for Oregon De-
partment of Forestry.

“The little bugger has be-
come a much better fly fish-

erman than me,” Sorweide
observed, adding that being
in the woods frequently puts
his son at an advantage over
his dad.

“He finds streams that we
don’t know about. So every
year we try to do what we call
our “trout bomb” trip, where
we just go out and we dirt bag
it and go fishing. I'm loving
getting back to that, espe-
cially as I think my Army ca-
reer is about to come to an
end. I'll have more weekends
available to me.”

One gets the strong sense
that Sorweide’s found ways to
do things he’s enjoyed, in-
cluding teaching, without a
lot of regrets.

“I have always felt very for-
tunate,” he said. “I was born
with a good mom and dad,
and a good family with a de-
cently strong body and a de-
cently strong brain.

“I felt like I owed the world
that. My way of giving back
has been to go and do things.”
- Emily Campbell of COMP-
Northwest contributed infor-
mation for this story.
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Brison Edwards named Player of
Year after leading Warriors to title

Following are Lebanon play-
ers named to the Mid-
Willamette Conference and
the District 3 Football All-
League Teams for the fall 2025
season.

Football

The Warriors finished as
District 3 champions, 6-0 in
league play, 8-2 overall.

All-League Offense hon-
orees were:

Brison Edwards, senior,
Offensive Player of the Year

Logan Large, senior, first
team (unanimous choice) re-
ceiver, first team return spe-
cialist

Dylan Juntunen, junior, first
team tackle

Gavin Wilson, junior, sec-
ond team guard

Zech Halsey, senior, second
team receiver

Cade Weber, senior, second
team running back

Wyatt Eastman, senior, hon-
orable mention tackle

Grady Cox, junior, honor-
able mention tight end/H
back, honorable mention
placekicker

Jack Whitacre, junior, hon-
orable mention running back

Troy Alker, Coach of the
Year

All-League Defense hon-
orees were:

Cade Weber, senior, first
team linebacker

Logan Large, senior, first

team safety

Grady Cox, junior, first team
linebacker

Zech Halsey, senior, second
team linebacker

Brison Edwards, senior, sec-
ond team cornerback, honor-
able mention punter

Cohen Vandiver, junior, sec-
ond team cornerback

Rowan Jones, senior, honor-
able mention safety

Lukas Pratt, senior, honor-
able mention defensive inte-
rior lineman

Kobe Zurfluh, junior, honor-
able mention defensive inte-
rior lineman

Eddy Kennedy,
Coach of the Year
Volleyball

The Warriors finished 5-9 in
Mid-Willamette Conference
play, 11-13 overall, and sev-
enth in the MWC. All-confer-
ence honorees are:

Regan Haim, junior, honor-
able mention outside hitter

Anna Marshall, senior, hon-
orable mention outside hitter

Hazel Pepperling, junior,
honorable mention middle
blocker

McKenna Villarreal, junior,
honorable mention setter

Macie Ellis, junior, honor-
able mention defensive spe-
cialist
Boys Soccer

The Warriors finished 1-8 in
the MWC, 1-12-1 overall, and

Assistant

ninth in the conference.

Omar Amador, junior, sec-
ond team midfielder

Sam Tunstill, senior, honor-
able mention forward

Landon Savri, senior, honor-
able mention midfielder
Girls Soccer

The Warriors finished 3-6 in
the MWC, 4-11 overall, and
eighth in the conference.

All-conference  honorees
were not available at press
time.
Cross-Country

Lebanon’s Jocilynn
Durgeloh, a senior, was the
Warriors’ top finisher in the
girls district championship
race held Oct. 30 at Western
Oregon University, running
21:17 to finish 19th. Freshman
Julia Hearn was 27th in 22:11,
followed by  sophomore
Brooklyn Davis, 34th in 23:04;
and freshmen Hannah Pool,
36th in 23:19 and Kapri

Collins, 37th in  23:25.
Lebanon was fifth out of eight
scoring teams.

For the boys, senior David
Brandt was 21st in 18:18, fol-
lowed by senior Gunner Har-
ris, 45th in 19:54; senior Car-
son Quigley, 50th in 20:30;
junior Ethan Johnson, 52nd in
20:35; senior Landyn Whitley,
58th in 21:46; and freshman
Abram Plagman, 59th in
21:49.

Pool renovation plans treading water

By Sarah Brown
Lebanon Local

The Lebanon Aquatic Dis-
trict heard an update on ex-
pected pool renovation costs
during its Oct. 20 board meet-
ing.

William Lewis, COO for the
Lebanon Community School
District, told the board he was
in communications with a
pool specialist contractor to
determine what could be done
about needed renovations.

“I'm trying to get the bare-
bottom expense,” he said.
“What is it that we can do with
the money we have? What is it
that we need to do to keep the
useful life of the work that we
do in the 30-year range or
more?”

The contractor made it clear
the district shouldn't go too
low on scope.

“The bottom line is, if you
want the work that’s done to
last 30 years, you don't want to
go too cheap, and then you
have the tile and materials are
all falling apart at 10 or 15
years,” Lewis said.

Furthermore, when they're
talking about work that should
last 30 years, theyTre really
hoping to be able to stretch it
to 40 or 50 years.

“I guess the point is we don't
want to cheapen out on mate-
rials, we don't want to cheapen
out on the process,” he said.
“So we've kinda come up with

a bare-bones scope of what it
would take to re-do the gutter
system, re-line the pool.”

But a project like that in-
cludes other expenses, such as
design work, permits and
other fees.

Lewis said it’s best to get the
design work done ahead of
time and apply for the re-
quired permits, which take
time. That means that by the
time the design and permits
are paid for, the board will be-
gin to see a deficit in their
funds.

“So I need to be straightfor-
ward with that. We've gotta
bridge that gap somehow in
order to proceed with the pool
project.”

While it would ultimately be
cheaper to get all the renova-
tions done in one go, it may be
necessary to do it in phases,
based on available funds.

Board member Jereme
Guenther asked if the project
cost is still expected to be
around $1.5 million or lower,
to which Lewis responded
they’re looking more along the
lines of $1.75 to $1.8 million.
That number, however, in-
cludes all the added fees (per-
mits, geotech, etc), as well as
any unexpected costs that
may arise during construction.

“That budget does include
contingency for that,” he said.
In other business:

¢ Aquatics Director Jill Smith

reported swim lessons have
begun for third grade classes,
and new stairs have been in-
stalled for the main pool.

¢ Board member Darla Bul-
mer reported she made
changes to the forms for oral
requests and communica-
tions. Board member Julie
Miller said she would like pol-
icy changes to be discussed at
board meetings rather than
done without approval outside
meetings.

® Rose Kress provided an up-
date to the board from Friends
of the Lebanon Pool. Jim
Knaup asked the nonprofit if
they could fundraise for new
steps for the warm pool, and
there is a donor who may be
interested in kickstarting that.
There is a plan for a second
annual Splash for Cash event
next year. The first event this
year raised $14,000 for the
pool.

e Board member Elaine
Wilder reported more paint-
ing will be done on the pool
building by medical college
students, and there is an idea
to have a mural contest.

¢ Bulmer reported member-
ship in Swim Club is the
largest it has been in 10 years,
and discussed with the board
ideas to solicit donations from
people who would like to buy
swim passes or club member-
ship to families.

T
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Garden club members and other volunteers converge on the
cut bank at Riverview Park to plant cuttings along the South
Santiam River for erosion control.

Garden Club committee plants cuttings
to control erosion along Santiam River

By Sarah Brown
Lebanon Local

To someone who may have
walked along the trail near
Riverview Park on Oct. 25, they
would have noticed an unusual
sight: a handful of people
sticking twigs in the ground.

Those twigs, it is expected,
will grow into a lush grouping
of vegetation, something of a
barrier between the South
Santiam River and the flood
plain. But what’s more impor-
tant is the function their roots
will play to keep dirt in its
place.

It was Lebanon Garden Club
members and other volunteers
who were seen at the park’s
riverbank that day. Clothed in
sweaters and rain gear, they
stuck hundreds of twigs -
more appropriately termed
cuttings, in this case - in the
ground with a desire to halt the
erosion there.

Club member Linda Ziedrich
who noticed the problem and
brought it to the club’s atten-
tion.

“I was watching the erosion

year after year and worrying
about it,” she said.

The Garden Club’s new Com-
munity Project Committee has
been talking about getting in-
volved in park projects, she
said. They visited several parks
in the city, including Riverview
Park where erosion is appar-
ently becoming a problem.

City staff and the South San-
tiam Watershed Council met
with the committee to help de-
termine how the club could
help.

The volunteers planted
about 200 cuttings consisting
mostly of willow, red twig dog-
wood, rose and bitter cherry.
They returned a week later to
plant blue elderberry, douglas
spirea, snowberry, and Oregon
grape. Ziedrich said they might
return in February to add alder
cuttings and other plants.

The cuttings they used were
taken from native plants in the
area, said Matt Herb, who em-
phasized the importance to es-
tablish native plants, other-
wise invasive breeds will take
over.

Lebanon’s
New Neighbor Program

Lebanon is welcoming new
residents to town by
' itali “Welcome!”
extending hospitality from
our local merchants as well
as maps and guides to help
them settle in Our Town!

And it's FREE!

If you or someone you know is new
to Lebanon and would like a

New Neighbor Packet

Stop by the Lebanon Chamber of Commerce
Monday-Saturday
1040 S. Park St., Lebanon
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Waterloo’s recently hired recorder
enjoys serving rural commumtles

By Sarah Brown
Lebanon Local

A new city recorder has
begun working at the City
of Waterloo.

Grace Reed, of Lacomb,
was hired on a pro tem basis
while she goes through a
trial period. She was se-
lected by the City Council in
September from among
eight applicants.

Reed was raised in North
Albany and Lacomb. After
high school, she interned at
a law firm where she as-
sisted with legal paperwork.
She later secured a job at
the Albany Police Depart-
ment as a records clerk.

“I thought that would
have been my career, but I
realized I wanted some-
thing a bit more,” she said. “I
really enjoyed the govern-
ment aspect of it, and ser-
vice is really important to
me, so I knew I wanted to
stick with something like
that, but I needed a lot more
flexibility.”

Reed resigned from the
police department so she
could pursue a bachelor” in
business administration,
which she expects to com-
plete next year. She antici-
pates pursuing a master’s
for public administration,
or something similar.

Photo by Sarah Brown

City Recorder Grace Reed took over the position in October.

The city recorder job at
Waterloo allows her to
serve a rural community,
which is important to her,
she said. She also works
part-time at an assisted liv-
ing facility, where she en-
joys getting to serve the se-

REAL ESTATE SOLD

nior community.

Outside of work, Reed
coaches Oregon  High
School Equestrian Teams
(OHSET) and is trying out as
rodeo queen title for Sisters
Rodeo.

PUBLIC SAFETY

From page 8

his girlfriend in Lebanon later
transferring his car title into
her name.

12:34 p.m. - Customer told
smoke store someone was go-
ing to rob them that day, 1100
block S Main St.

1:15 p.m. - Caller reported
dog complaint in 38600 block
Knighten Lane. According to
LCSO, these dogs have history
of running at large. Citations
pending. Report taken.

4:01 p.m. - Caller reported
theft of tote-style tool box
from truck, 500 block W Rose
St.

4:27 p.m. - Caller reported
driver running through red
lights southbound from Ixtapa
area.

5:11 p.m. - Caller reported
theft of items from Dollar Tree.
Loss valued less than $15.

8:31 pm. - Male called a
business and repeated over
and over, “Hello, I'm mastur-
bating.”

9:19 p.m. - Callers reported
hearing male or female in car
screaming for help, driving
south on 5th St. near Ash St.
Nov. 2

2:42 a.m. - Domestic distur-
bance call of fight between fe-
male and family, 000 block
Oakway Pl

7:47 a.m. - Domestic distur-
bance call of “large family
brawl,” 000 block Oakway Pl
Conflicting stories. Yelling
about feces on wall and alcohol
given to child. Two subjects
transported to hospital. DA to

review potential charges. Re-
port taken.

12:35 p.m. - Callers reported
subject riding small gas-pow-
ered motorcycle on sidewalk
and trails around town.

2:24 p.m. - Daniel Fergussen,
31, of Lebanon, arrested for
warrants, possession of meth.,
2200 block Porter St. Report
taken.

3:13 p.m. - Deputy contacted
people blocking timber gate on
Cascade Timber Consulting
property in 37600 block Mid-
dle Ridge Dr. They moved their
vehicle.

3:46 p.m. - Debora Sue Ran-
nebeck, 65, cited for driving
uninsured.

5:18 p.m. - Brittney Elliot, 33,
of Lebanon, cited for warrants,
300 block Russell St. Report
taken.

5:19 p.m. - Caller reported
trespassed subject at Walmart.
Shania Sims, 27, cited for tres-
pass I and theft II.

Nov.1

2:50 a.m. - Caller reported
hit and run on parked car near
Sam’s Place. Officer believes
maybe a tow hitch from car in
front of victim car backed into
front end.

8:05 a.m. - Isabella Wynn, 23,
of Lebanon, cited for driving
uninsured, driving without
privileges, failing to display

plates, Porter/Primrose
streets. Vehicle impounded.
Report taken.

See more and updated
Public Safety reports at
lebanonlocalnews.com..

Following are Lebanon, Sweet
Home, and Brownsville area
real estate transactions
recorded with the county during
late October and November
2025. These are not properties
for sale, and some transactions
may represent a change in own-
ership within a family or corpo-
ration. Properties are listed by
address, property/residence size
and purchase price:

2345 S. Santiam Hwy
Lebanon, OR 97355

36062 Providence School
Rd., Lebanon; 1620 sq.ft,,
three bedroom, two bathroom,
2001; 42.5 acres; $1,440,000.

109 Nandina St., Sweet
Home; 1356 sq.ft., one story,
two bedroom, one bathroom,

built in 1951; 0.17 acres;
$250,000.

2605 Promise Way,
Lebanon; additional details
not listed; 0.3 acres;

$1,200,000.

182 Joy St., Lebanon; 1318
sq.ft., one story, three bed-
room, two bathroom, built in
2016; 0.15 acres; $405,000.

2195 Janna Ct., Lebanon;
1298 sq.ft., one story, three
bedroom, two bathroom, built
in 2004; 0.16 acres; $385,000.

2847 10th St., Lebanon;
1008 sq.ft., one story, three
bedroom, one bathroom, built

OREGON

Real Estate

PROFESSIONALS
I";

(541) 258-6100
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in 1979; 0.18 acres; $172,000.

2381 Mountain River Dr.,
Lebanon; 2925 sq.ft, two
story, three bedroom, 2 1/2
bathroom, built in 2007; 0.13
acres; $477,000.

34198 Lacomb Rd.,
Lebanon; additional details
not listed; 3.53 acres; $845,750.

1227 Walker Rd,,
Lebanon; 1330 sq.ft, one
story, three bedroom, two

bathroom, built in 1994; 0.2
acres; $425,000.

365 Main St., Lebanon; ad-
ditional details not listed; 0.29
acres; $410,000.

30651 Spring St., Lebanon,
1300 sq.ft., one story, three
bedroom, one bathroom, built
in 1957; 0.6 acres; $200,000.

1280 Ashwood Ct.,
Lebanon; 1471 sq.ft, one
story, three bedroom, two

bathroom, built in 1994; 0.18
acres; $444,000.

760 Elmore St., Lebanon,
1276 sq.ft., one story, three
bedroom, two bathroom, built
in 1956; 0.23 acres; $272,500.

34180 Lacomb Rd.,
Lebanon; 2640 sq.ft., triple
wide Mobile home three bed-
room, 2 1/2 bathroom, built in
1997; 8.61 acres; $280,000.

31501 Stoltz Hill Rd.,
Lebanon; 1316 sq.ft, one
story, two bedroom, two bath-
room, built in 1950; 4.72 acres;
$655,500.

2759 12th St., Lebanon;
1667 sq.ft., one story with at-
tic, three bedroom, one bath-

room, built in 1997; 0.14 acres;
$379,000.

1342 Filbert St., Lebanon;
1394 sq.ft., one story with at-
tic, three bedroom, two bath-
room, built in 1940; 0.21 acres;
$350,000.

37289 James Pl., Lebanon;
2142 sq.ft., one story, three
bedroom, two bathroom, built
in 1965; 0.51 acres; $449,900.

41601 Beaver Ln,,
Lebanon; additional details
not listed; 2.51 acres; $230,000.

40 Pine St., Lebanon; 720
sq.ft., one story, two bedroom,
one bathroom, built in 1942;
0.15 acres; $289,000.

1257 Filbert St., Lebanon,
1488 sq.ft., one story, three
bedroom, two bathroom, built
in 1950; 0.16 acres; $370,000.

1222 Laurel Ct., Sweet
Home; 1074 sq.ft., one story,
three bedroom, two bathroom,
built in 2004; 0.14 acres;
$305,000.

4309 Highway 20, Sweet
Home; additional details not
listed; 3.58 acres; $1,000,000.

27835 Meridian Heights
Lp., Sweet Home; 2376 sq.ft.,
one story, three bedroom, 2
1/2 bathroom, built in 2010;
0.68 acres; $660,000.

448 Strawberry Lp., Sweet
Home; 1478 sq.ft., one story, 1
1/2 bathroom, built in 1984;
0.32 acres; $339,000.

1011 Pleasant Valley Rd.,
Sweet Home; additional de-
tails not listed; 36.21 acres;
$407,000.
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Brison Edwards runs the ball on a return druing the Warriors' win over Dallas to clinch their league
title.

Football season ends early for
Warriors after first-round upset

By Mike Warner
For Lebanon Local

Lebanon’s football season
ended suddenly - and a bit
prematurely - as the fourth-
ranked Warriors lost in the
first round of the 5A state
playoffs to  12th-ranked
Churchill, 21-8 on Friday,
Nov. 7.

The game had all the ear-
marks of a hard-fought game
between two quality teams
and it lived up to expecta-
tions.

But Lebanon had trouble
getting its offense on track
early on and it was clear that
Churchill intended to keep
the ball out of the hands of
Warriors quarterback Brison
Edwards, the Special District
3 conference Player of the
Year, and first team all-
league wide receiver Logan
Large.

The Lancers, who finished
third in Special District 4
with a 6-3 record, 6-2 in
league, used their ground
game to keep the hosts off

the field.

They worked their plan to
perfection holding Lebanon
scoreless in the first half.

Lebanon's defense came to
play, recovering three fum-
bles in the first half, but they
did not translate into scores.

Churchill scored a touch-
down just before half but the
point after was blocked and
the Lancers led 6-0 going into
the locker room.

The third quarter was
hard-fought with neither
team establishing control.
Churchill scored a touch-
down with under three min-
utes remaining in the quarter
and successfully converted
the two-pointer to make it
14-0.

The Lancers scored an-
other touchdown in the
fourth quarter, extending
their lead to 21-0. Lebanon
finally got its offense un-
tracked late in the fourth
quarter, scoring on a short
touchdown pass from Ed-
wards to Large and following

that up with a two-point con-
version late in the quarter. A
successful on-side kick gave
the Warriors reasons for
hope but Churchill was able
to squelch the rally and get
out of Heath Stadium with
the 21-8 win.

Lebanon's potent offense
was held to a total of 167
yards for the game including
89 rushing and 77 passing.
Churchill had 353.7 total
yards including 256.1 rushing
and 97.6 passing. Lukas Bab-
bitt racked up 182 vyards
rushing and scored all three
of the Lancers’ touchdowns.

Edwards finished 11 for 22
in the air, throwing for 103
yards and leading the War-
riors on the ground with
eight carries for 15 yards.

After winning the league ti-
tle with come-from-behind
wins against Silverton and
Dallas, the conference’s other
post-season teams, the War-
riors finished 8-2 overall, 6-0
in Special District 3.

Modified Green Peter
drawdown to be on short
rope this year

By Sarah Brown
Lebanon Local

As the end of the year ap-
proaches, parts of the
Willamette Valley once
again face the annual deep
drawdown of Green Peter
Reservoir. But maybe this
year it won't be so bad.

According to  Dustin
Bengtson, operations
project manager for the
Willamette  Valley and
Rogue Basin projects with
the United States Army
Corps of Engineers, the
Corps will try to reach their
target reservoir level by Dec.
1.

“It’s a little different than
it has been in years past” he
said. “We're supposed to try
to get to that target eleva-
tion by the first of Decem-
ber. And then, different than
in prior years when we were
trying to achieve a 30-day
operation at that level, this
year is planned for two
weeks.”

As such, the Corps plans
to hold Green Peter Reser-
voir at 780 feet above sea
level between Dec. 1 and
Dec. 15.

At the beginning of Octo-
ber, the cities of Lebanon
and Sweet Home filed a law-
suit against the Corps of En-
gineers based on claims the
Corps violated the Clean
Water Act and Administra-
tive Procedures Act.
Lebanon, suing for $26 mil-
lion, and Sweet Home, suing
for $11 million, say the
drawdowns caused a heavy
sediment load on their wa-
ter treatment systems,
which caused damages and
higher costs to provide
clean drinking water.

In 2023, the first year of
the deep drawdown, the
Corps started releasing wa-
ter from Green Peter Reser-
voir in late summer as they
attempted to reach their
target level by mid-Novem-
ber, but they actually
reached the target a month
early. They held the pool at
its targeted level until mid-
December.

drawing down in mid-Octo-
ber to reach its target eleva-
tion by mid-November, with
an expected 30-day hold pe-
riod. However, drinking wa-
ter risks from downstream
municipalities halted the
operation, and the Corps
began allowing the reser-
voir to refill by Nov. 23 that
year.

Greg Taylor, USACE Su-
pervisory Fisheries Biologist
for the Willamette Valley
and Rogue Basin Projects,
said water has already been
getting released from Green
Peter Reservoir this year,
but it’s more of a gradual re-
lease.

“Because the inflows to
Green Peter are significantly
lower than the releases, the
reservoir elevation will con-
tinue to drop slowly,” he
said.

As for the water’s turbid-
ity, it should not be notice-
able until later this year
than in previous years.

“Based on previous moni-
toring, we have been able to
tie the onset of turbidity to
the elevation of the reser-
voir,” Taylor said. “It looks
like this year we should not
see turbidity increase until
November, barring anything
unusual with the weather”

Bengtson said the Corps is
currently not working un-
der the 2021 injunction that
forced the deep drawdown,
but they are working under
“a modified operation to
achieve the same objective.”

Kathryn Tackley, a pro-
gram manager at the Port-
land District, reported these
drawdowns should be con-
sidered the “new normal”
until USACE constructs
physical fish passage struc-
tures to replace the need for
the drawdowns.

The Corps maintains reg-
ular communication with
the affected cities, Bengt-
ston said.

More information about
this year’s drawdown, as
well as upcoming informa-
tional meetings, is expected

BRAND NEW
RV SHELTER

Taking reservations for
covered and secure RV
shelter in Lebanon. Lo-
cated in Mill Race Storage
550 Laredo Way the site
is fully fenced and the
manager lives on site. Fall
move-in specials for a lim-
ited time so don't miss
out. The weather is
changing.

541-405-9450 or
millracestorage@gmail.com

RGAL

SmartTalk 1580

www.kgal.com

The following year, in to be announced by USACE
2024, the Corps began soon.

e Compost RN Y

e Rock Products: -,

e Sawdust !

* Fir Bark

 Hemlock

e Garden Mixes

Central Bark Sales

5265 South Santiam, Lebanon Oregon 97355 - 541-451-2373
Winter Hours : Mon. - Sat. 8-4 - Closed Sundays
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Thank youtothe Lebanoncommunity for embracing
WesternU student doctors since 2011.

Western University
of Health Sciences

BOO BASH
INLACOMB

Lacomb Elementary PTC held
their annual Halloween “Boo
Bash” on Oct. 25, inviting fami-
lies to come in their favorite
costumes and check out
spooktacular activities. Stop-
ping points along the hallway
allowed kids to grab candy or
toys, or they could pop into the
gym for games and prizes. At
top left, pirate Rowdy Ed-
mondes, 8, gives away some of
his booty. Above, parents hand
out snacks and drink. At right,
kids try to stack eyeballs in a
STEM activity. Below left,
Owen Urrutia tries his hand at
ball toss as Kathy Bias offers
some pointers. Above left,
"chickens” hand out egg-cel-
lent candy. See these and
many more photos at
lebanonlocalnews.com.

Photos by Sarah Brown

COMP-Northwest, which is becoming Heatherington
College of Osteopathic Medicine, and the College of
Health Sciences-Northwestare committed to preparing
Oregon’s compassionate health care professionals and
extending service and care into the community.

LEARN MORE Oregon.WesternU.edu

RODONDI

From page 5

where they didn't pass a levy.

“We're starting to see or-
ganizations struggle,” he
added, noting that Eugene/
Springfield is conducting a
study of the problem.

Politicians havent re-
sponded aggressively “be-
cause it’s not their priority,”
he said, adding that Republi-
cans arent eager to raise
taxes and for Democrats,
EMS woes “don't fit into their
spending model.

“My feeling is it will take a
collapse to get their atten-
tion,” Rodondi said.

Retirement Again

The Rodondis plan to
move to Minnesota, where
the “majority” of their three
children now live, he said.

“Our goal is to spend time
with our family, help them
do the things around their
houses that my parents and
grandparents helped us

with - how to do paint, elec-
trical, plumbing.

“My family has sacrificed a
lot for my career. Now it's my
turn to give that time back.”

He said he plans to con-
tinue to stay in touch with
what’s going on in the fire
district and support Oregon’s
fire service through legisla-
tive and policy work while
spending more time with his
family.

“I've worked for three
different organizations in
two different states,”
Rodondi said. “Lebanon has
been the best by far - the
culture I've dealt with, the
people in these Oregon sta-
tions. They do so much with
so little, without hesitation,
griping. And then they keep
coming back to do more.

“Of all the organizations
I've had the honor to serve,
this one stands apart.

“It's been my privilege to
lead them.”



