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Sweet Home
contracts with
law firm for

general city work

By Sarah Brown
Of The New Era

The City Council approved
a contract with a law firm
during its regular meeting on
Tuesday, Oct. 27.

The city’s former attorney,
Blair Larsen, resigned on Aug.
28. Following a July 14 work
session to discuss replace-
ment options, the city issued
solicitations for three sepa-
rate city attorney services -
general city work, prosecution
and labor negotiations. Larsen
covered all legal services ex-
cept for labor negotiations.

Larsen explained to the
council at the work session
that it's unusual and difficult
to find an attorney who, like
himself, would be able to do
both prosecution and city
work.

At the Oct. 27 council meet-
ing, the council was tasked
to approve, modify or deny a
contract with Local Govern-
ment Law Group P.C., which
was one of two firms that re-
sponded to the bid for general

See SH Council, Page 17

Samaritan Health Services
officially joined MultiCare
Health System Sunday, Nov. 1,
in a move that the now-com-
bined organizations say will
strengthen health services
across the mid-Willamette
Valley and central Oregon
Coast.

As part of the partnership,
MultiCare has committed to
investing $700 million over 10
years to expand access to care,
recruit and retain clinicians,
support workforce develop-
ment and improve facilities
and technology across Samar-
itan’s region.

Tacoma, Wash.-based Mul-
tiCare is a not-for-profit
healthcare organization with
18 hospitals and more than
36,000 team members, most-
ly in Washington but also in
Idaho and now in Oregon. It
is one of the largest commu-
nity-based, locally governed
health systems in the Pacific
Northwest, providing a com-
prehensive system of health
that includes primary care,
urgent care and dedicated
specialty services.

Samaritan Health Services
is a nonprofit regional health
system serving more than
280,000 residents in Oregon's

Kids of all ages from Lebanon, left, and Sweet Home,
above, turned out en masse for their respective
Halloween celebrations over the weekend. At left,
Megan Lofton and her son Jaxson, 3, work their way
down Main Street in Lebanon.
celebrants stand alongside the Burger Family at A&W,
who were also dressed for the occasion. See more
photos on page 4 and many more at sweethomenews.
com and lebanonlocalnews.com.

Above, Sweet Home

Photos by Sarah Brown and Scott Swanson

Samaritan-MultiCare merger official

Executives for the new merger are, from left, Marty Cahill,
president and CEO, Samaritan Health Services and senior vice
president, chief executive, Oregon Coast to Cascades Region,
MultiCare Health System; Florence Chang, president, MultiCare
Health System; and Bill Robertson, CEO, MultiCare Health

System.

Benton, Lincoln and Linn
counties. The system includes
five hospitals, primary, walk-
in and specialty-care clinics
and health insurance plans.
Samaritan Health remains
locally led as part of Multi-
Care, with local knowledge
and community needs helping
guide future priorities, it said
in a statement issued Monday.
“The people who live here

- Karl Maasdam photo

count on Samaritan and
we chose this partnership
to strengthen our ability to
serve them for generations to
come,” said Marty Cabhill, Sa-
maritan president and CEO,
who is now also senior vice
president and chief executive
of MultiCare’s Oregon Coast to
Cascades Region. “MultiCare
brings expertise and resourc-

See MultiCare, Page 7
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Inside: Our 2026
Veterans Section

Learn about local veterans
- and two local veterans
organizations that are
celebrating milestones.
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Eagle Girls Win
XC District Title

East Linn Christian's girls
won their first district cross-
country title since 2017.
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| Obituaries

Eleanor Sophia Hewitt
April 8, 1999 - Sept. 29, 2026

It is with profound sadness that we announce the pass-
ing of our sweet Elea, beloved daughter, sister, niece, cousin
and granddaughter.

Elea was a cherished friend to those she met, an eternal
student, a loving soul and a humble servant of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ.

Elea was born in Eugene and raised in Marcola and Sweet
Home, the eldest daughter of Kahlil ‘Bo’ and Pamela Hewitt
and sister to Sarah and Malia (Josie). She was a 2017 grad-
uate and valedictorian of Sweet Home High School and a
2022 graduate of Yale University.

She was passionate about “the potential of regenerative agriculture prac-
tices as a facet of the broader solution to the global climate crisis and as a
path forward to a more just and equitable future.”

Elea found communities in Sweet Home that nurtured her growth: Key
Club, Swim Club, Youth Watershed Council and she served as The Huskian
newspaper and yearbook editor and sang in the school choir.

She was an athlete and played on teams including volleyball, cross-coun-
try, track and swimming. She was especially proud to be a part of her Sweet
Home High School team’s two state swimming championships.

At Yale, Elea was engaged and passionately involved in the community,
including the Environmental Studies major, the Endowment Justice Coali-
tion, Native American Cultural Center, Yale Women's Crew, Yale Farm and
the Pundits and Torch Societies.

Elea wrote, “I hope to work toward climate, health and economic resil-
iency in the community.” After graduation, she did just that, serving in the
Kingdom of Tonga in the Peace Corps’ first cohort to offer climate resilience
facilitation.

She loved her work, island life, the people she met there, the language
and traditional way of life in which she was immersed; and it was in Tonga
that she passed away last month from rapid-onset pneumonia and influen-
za. Her community was devastated by her sudden passing and honored her
with love and respect providing a heart-felt memorial service.

What made Elea so special was the warmth and generosity she brought

Relationships were the most important thing to Elea, she sought ways to
connect and share joy and light: through song, dance, storytelling, writing,
listening and community building.

Elea loved the forest, the rivers, the children and the animals - all our
relations. For Elea, care for the land and care for people were deeply con-
nected. As she wrote, “In the end, what we have is the land we put our feet
upon and the relatives who surround us. We must take care of them.”

Elea also worked in New Haven, Conn., in urban forestry, in NYC as a
kitchen manager at a Michelin star restaurant and in Sweet Home as a
swim instructor, swim coach and lifeguard. Elea loved working on her fam-
ily ranch, caring for sheep, cattle and poultry.

Wherever she went, Elea worked to serve others and build inclusion
through caring and dedication.

Elea is survived by her parents, Kahlil ‘Bo’ R. Hewitt and Pamela ]. Hewitt;
her sisters, Sarah F. and Malia “Josie” Hewitt; her aunts, Gwendolyn Con-
stance Moore, Rhonda D. Hodges and Linda M. Lenz; her uncles, Craig
Moore and Bryan L. Tuft; and her grandmother, Mary C. Tuft.

In celebration of her life, her family is dedicating a bookshelf at the Sweet
Home City Library featuring books that reflect Elea’s passions and inter-
ests. Topics will include environmental protection, cultural preservation,
regenerative agriculture, indigenous and ethnic studies, environmental
justice, sustainability and related subjects. The collection will span fiction
and nonfiction for children, young adults and adults.

Donations or book suggestions made to the “Sweet Home Public Library,”
including a note “in memory of Elea Hewitt,” can be mailed to: 1101 13th
Ave., Sweet Home, OR 97386-2197.

Donations can also be made to The Friends of Tonga, a registered 501(c)
(3) nonprofit founded by Returned Peace Corps Volunteers. They partner
directly with local organizations like the Civil Society Forum of Tonga to
build disaster-resistant school infrastructure, fund student scholarships
and supply clean water storage across isolated island groups. www.friend-
softonga.org

A celebration of life memorial will be held on Sunday, Nov. 22, at 2 p.m. at
Boulder Falls Center in Lebanon. A tree planting will be held on Saturday,
Now. 21, at 2 p.m. at Rock 'n’ Wool Ranch, in Sweet Home. Please contact the

to those around her. She had a gentle spirit and a way of making people feel

family for details at rancher@rocknwoolranch.com.

Logan Charles Clark, 36, passed away Oct. 8, 2026, in Oklahoma.

He was born July 11, 1990, to Dixie (Smith) and Charles Clark in Lebanon.

Logan grew up in Sweet Home, graduated from Sweet Home High School
in 2009. He moved to Oklahoma five years ago and worked for Veteran
Waste Solutions in El Reno, Okla.

He loved fishing and hunting and enjoyed collecting rocks.

He is survived by his mother, Dixie Clark of Sweet Home; sister Blair
Clark of Sweet Home; uncles Harland, Dennis and Kelly Smith. all of Sweet

Home and Ray Eder of Mt. Angel; aunts Patti Eder of Mt. Angel and Kay
Clark-Stock of Sweet Home; and many cousins and extended family.

He was preceded in death by his father, Charlie Clark (2021); uncles Joe Clark, Tom Smith
and Kirk Smith; aunt Shirley Smith; and grandparents Eunice Clark, Beulah Smith (Ditty),
Blair Smith and Joseph Clark.

A celebration of life will be from 1 to 4 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 16, 2027, at Star Attractions,
42648 Ames Creek Road.

Paid Obituary

The

Performer 0f The Week

This week's ICEBOX performer of the week
goes to Dave, one of our awesome Fab Techs.
Some of the most dependable people are the
ones who quietly show up, put in the work,
and make a difference every day, and that is
absolutely Dave.

He brings a strong work ethic, a humble
attitude, and a willingness to think through
challenges and find better ways to get things
done. He takes pride in his work, stays
positive, and consistently gives his best
without looking for recognition. That kind of
dedication can be easy to overlook when
someone makes it look routine, but it
certainly hasn't gone unnoticed by our
leadership team.

Thank you, Dave, for your hard work,
positive attitude, and everything you bring to
the shop. We're grateful to have you on the
team, and we appreciate you!

seen and valued. Paid Obituary
Allen Bousman He was
Logan Clark Aug. 3, 1929 - Oct. 26, 2026 born  Oct.
July 11, 1990 - Oct. 8, 2026 Allen M. 27, 1940,

Bousman, 97,
of Lebanon,
passed away
Oct. 26, 2026.

He was
born Aug. 3,
1929, to Eth-
el (Walcott)
and Charlie
Bousman in Grants Pass.

He was raised in Klamath
Falls and graduated from
Klamath Falls Union High
School in 1947.

Allen worked at various
jobs, from selling Liberty
Magazines at age 10, falling
timber, operating A&B Auto
Repair and as a brakeman for
Southern Pacific Railroad un-
til he retired.

He loved camping, hunting
and fishing with family. He
liked hardtop racing and was
a member of the racing asso-
ciation. Allen enjoyed doing
yard work and repairing just
about anything.

Heis survived by his daugh-
ters, Connie Lepley of Baker
City, Bonnie Wilson of Sweet
Home and Yvonne Dunlap of
Roseburg; seven grandchil-
dren and seven great-grand-
children.

He was preceded in death
by his sons, Donald Bousman,
Lonnie Bousman and Jonnie
Bousman.

Sweet Home Funeral Chap-
el is handling the arrange-
ments.

Kenneth Norris

Oct. 27, 1940 - Oct. 22, 2026
Kenneth “Mickey” Wayne

Norris, 85, of Lebanon, passed

away Oct. 22, 2026.

to Eugene
and Norma
Norris in
Wrangell, in
the Territory
of Alaska.

He grad-
uated from McCloud High
school in 1958 as vice pres-
ident of his class. He played
both baseball and football in
high school.

Ken served five years in the
Air Force, stationed in Zara-
goza, Spain, where he partici-
pated on the competition rifle
team.

He worked in the timber in-
dustry from the coast to Can-
ada. He retired from Weyer-
haeuser and started Norwest
Forest Marketing.

Ken enjoyed coaching little
league, hunting, fishing and
love of family. He was known
to kids as “he who told big
stories”.

Ken is survived by his wife
Kathy; brothers Tom and
Rocky; sons John and Monty
Norris; blended family mem-
bers Melody Frasure and Tim
Villegas; eight grandchildren
and nine great-grandchil-
dren.

He was preceded in death
by a daughter, Samantha Ste-
phens; and great grandson
Toby Kitchen..

A celebration of life will be
at 2 p.m. Sunday Nov. 8, at
Boulder Falls Event Center,
605 Mullins Drive, Lebanon.

James Wilcox
June 21, 1954 - Oct. 25, 2026

See Obituaries, Page 3
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Lebanon Fire District launches Support Academy to strengthen emergency response

By Brandon Cominsky
Of The New Era

When emergency crews re-
spond to a fire or other crisis,
firefighters are not the only
people working to help those
affected. Behind the scenes,
support volunteers provide
practical assistance, care for
displaced residents and help
emergency personnel keep
operations moving.

The Lebanon Fire District
(LFD) is expanding those op-
portunities through its new
Support Academy, which
welcomed 10 participants
in early October. The acad-
emy includes five Western
University of Health Scienc-
es Heatherington College of
Osteopathic Medicine stu-
dents participating through
the WesternU Lebanon Fire
Emergency Alliance (WLEA)
and five community volun-
teers who stepped forward
to serve in the Support Vol-
unteer Program in Lebanon,
Lacomb, Berlin and Fairview.

In an October Facebook an-
nouncement, LFD described
the academy as another way
to strengthen its emergency
response capabilities.

"Support members back
our crews when it counts: re-
hab on the fireground, prac-
tical help for people in crisis
and extra hands when the call
volume stacks up,' the dis-
trict wrote. "This academy is
where that starts."

The academy prepares par-
ticipants to assist firefighters
and community members
during emergencies through
designated support responsi-
bilities that differ from tradi-
tional firefighting duties.

Building another layer of

emergency response

Russell Duerr, LFD lieu-
tenant of recruitment and
retention, said the academy
brings together people with
different backgrounds and
experiences, including med-
ical students who contribute
valuable skills to the program.

“WLEA academy members
add an interesting dynamic to
the academy and have amaz-
ing medical skills that we can
utilize and teach them more,"
Duerr said.

The district's partnership
with WesternU has continued
for years, giving medical stu-
dents opportunities to gain
practical experience while
volunteering their time.

“It is part of their commu-
nity volunteer hours require-
ment in their program, so
they gain experience while
also volunteering for the dis-
trict,” Duerr said. "It is an on-
going partnership that has
been going on for years now."

According to LFD's website,
WLEA is a volunteer-based
program made up of medi-
cal students from WesternU's
HCOM campus who serve as
emergency medical services
providers with LFD. Its mis-
sion is to put “osteopathic ide-
als into action in our commu-
nity through superior emer-
gency response, community
risk reduction and emergency
preparedness,” as stated in
the LFD WLEA guide.

WLEA members also serve
as official district volunteers,
wear district-issued uniforms
and work under the direction
of fire district supervisors.
Their responsibilities include

ambulance ride time, partici-
pating in emergency respons-
es, attending monthly EMS
drills, assisting with smoke
alarm installations and con-
tributing to public safety ed-
ucation and fitness programs.

The program requires a
minimum 24-month com-
mitment. Participants must
complete an EMS orientation,
attend monthly drills, com-
plete three hours of training
per quarter and participate in
atleast four hours of ride time
each month. Their volun-
teer hours also count toward
WesternU's Community Ser-
vice Learning requirement.

What is a Support Person?

While WLEA provides a
pathway for medical students,
the Support Volunteer Pro-
gram offers another opportu-
nity for community members
who want to contribute to
emergency response without
becoming firefighters.

LFD describes support vol-
unteers as official members
who provide "emotional and
practical aid to victims in cri-
sis,” as stated on LFD's web-
site. Support volunteers may
assist with rehabilitation op-
erations while supporting vic-
tims and participating in ad-
ditional specialized programs.

The district's program re-
quires a minimum 12-month
commitment and at least 12
on-call shifts annually. Volun-
teers coordinate their avail-
ability through the district's
scheduling system, Crew-
Sense, and may respond to
incidents by riding on emer-
gency apparatus or arriving in
their personal vehicles. They
also attend monthly meetings

and complete required train-
ing.

According to the Oregon
Department of Public Safe-
ty Standards and Training
(DPSST), a support person “is
someone trained to assist a
fire department with opera-
tions in nonhazardous envi-
ronments or protected work
zones.” DPSST describes sup-
port person certification as
a “training pathway that for-
mally recognizes individuals
who provide support to fire
service agencies.”

The role allows trained
volunteers to contribute to
emergency operations with-
out taking on the same haz-
ardous responsibilities as fire-
fighters.

Personal Connection
to Volunteering

For Katie Nelson, one of the
community participants in
the academy, volunteering is
an opportunity to expand on
the work she has already been
doing through the district's
Fire Corps program.

Nelson moved to the area
approximately five years ago
and she said she initially be-
came interested in volun-
teering because she wanted
to meet people and become
more involved in her new
community. She first learned
about the district's opportu-
nities after attending a coffee
chat event with the fire chief.

Her connection to emer-
gency services also stems
from her husband, who works
as a firefighter-paramedic
for Marion County. Over the
years, she has found different
ways to support emergen-
cy crews, including bringing

meals to firefighters spending
nights overnight at the sta-
tion.

"I would bring a pot of soup
or whatever we were having
for dinner and bring it to the
back of the engine and feed
everybody,' Nelson said.

She said her personal expe-
riences as well as this acade-
my have helped her under-
stand how many responsibil-
ities firefighters have beyond
directly fighting fires or re-
sponding to emergencies.

"There are so many other
jobs that need to get done,’
she said.

During the academy, Nel-
son has said she has partially
enjoyed learning how to es-
tablish a portable water sup-
ply. She is looking forward to
applying those skills during
actual incidents and becom-
ing more helpful to firefight-
ers.

However, one of the most
meaningful parts of her ex-
isting volunteer experience
has been helping families dis-
placed by house fires.

Nelson explained that af-
ter a residential fire, families
sometimes cannot safely re-
turn home, even to retrieve
personal belongings, because
hazardous conditions from
burned materials make it un-
safe. Through the Lebanon
Fire Community Assistance
and Initial Relief Service (LF-
CAIRS), volunteers can help
families find temporary ac-
commodations and provide
“safety equipment for chil-
dren, assisting fire loss victims
and offering both financial
and logistical aid to individu-

See Academy, Page 20
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James Lau-
rance  Wil-
cox, 72, of
Sweet Home,
passed away
Oct. 25, 2026.

He was
born June 21,
1954, to Pa-
tricia (Tyler)
and Walter Wilcox in Leba-
non.

He lived most of his life
in Sweet Home and was a
longtime member of Hol-
ley Church. He never met a
stranger and always had a
greeting and smile for every-
one.

He loved fishing, yardwork,
gardening, woodwork, col-
lecting and tumbling rocks.

James liked football and
was a huge Oregon State Uni-
versity Beavers fan. He en-
joyed science fiction books
and movies.

He is survived by his wife of
49 years, Lori Wilcox of Sweet
Home; daughters Hollie Wil-
cox of Ware, Mass., Kristina
(Steve) Pyle of Lebanon and
Andrea (Foster) Martinson
of Lebanon; four grandsons;
two step-granddaughters;
brothers Mike (Fonda) Wil-
cox and Bill (Paulina) Wilcox;

sister Edith Wilcox and part-
ner Steve; and many nieces,
nephews and extended fam-
ily members.

He was preceded in death
by his parents, Walter Wilcox
(2010) and Patricia Wilcox
(2012), and brother Christo-
pher Wilcox (2025).

A memorial service was
held Oct. 30 at Holley Church.

Sweet Home Funeral Chap-
el is handling the arrange-
ments.

DEATH NOTICES

Byron Anthony Crespin,
71, of Lebanon, passed away
Oct. 19, 2026.

Rita Jo Follett, 65, of Sweet
Home, passed away Oct. 28,
2026.

Sweet Home Funeral Chap-
el is handling the arrange-
ments. For updated informa-
tion, visit www.sweethomefu-
neral.com.

Shawn Aaron Gourley, 55,
of Lebanon, passed away Oct.
17, 2026. A celebration of life
will be held on Saturday, Now.
7,2026, at 1 p.m. at The Gath-
ering Barn, 35476 Knox Butte
Rd., Albany.

Delbert M. Langdon, 97,
of Sweet Home, passed away
Oct. 26, 2026.

Sweet Home Funeral Chap-
el is handling the arrange-
ments. For updated informa-

tion, visit www.sweethomefu-
neral.com.

Randall Lewis Peterson,
71, of Sweet Home, passed
away Oct. 25, 2026.

Sweet Home Funeral Chap-
el is handling the arrange-
ments. For updated informa-
tion, visit www.sweethomefu-
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neral.com.

Wayne Stockdale, 80, of
Veneta, passed away Oct. 24,
2026.

A memorial service will be
at 1 p.m. Monday, Nov. 9, at
Sweet Home Funeral Chapel.

Private burial took place at
Gilliland Cemetery.

Matthew Marvin Warren,
70, of Sweet Home, passed
away Oct. 21, 2026. There will
be a private family gathering
held in the Spring.

Dixie L. Whitmore, 91, of
Lebanon, passed away Oct.
22, 2026.

Holiday Bazaar

Christ Community Lutheran Church
320 Market Street, Lebanon | 541-259-7729

Friday, November 6, 9-5
. Saturday,

lintage Table, Opportunity T@[b)
Baked Goods; L@J@@H @W@ﬁ@fgp
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Sweet Home Downtown Trick or Treat Halloween Fun in Lebanon

Lebanon celebrated Halloween Saturday, Oct. 31, with some very creative
Trick-or-treaters, above, and below, got things rolling on Friday afternoon,Oct. 30, costumes and lots of goodies, above and below. To see many more photos, visit
dUrIng the Downtown Trick or Treat event Sponsored by downtown businesses. our photo ga"ery at lebanonlocalnews.com.

See more photos in our gallery at sweethomenews.com.

Photos by Scott Swanson Photos by Sarah Brown

GET WINTER-READY

| ,}} Is your vehicle ready for the cold weather ahead? z

i7 OIL CHANGE | CAR INSPECTION &=

/X ;x‘." Prepare your vehicle for the road ahead
1801 MAIN ST, SWEET HOME | 541-367-3233

TO SUNSHINE INDUSTRIES
With your Oil Change or Car Inspectlon
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| Public Safety

- Information herein is sourced from
law enforcement and fire agencies.
Details, which may not always be
available in time for our weekly

publication, are updated on our
website as information becomes
available. - Addresses noted

generally denote the location of
the incident or arrest, occasionally
indicating the origin of the call.

- Our reporting of an individual’s
arrest or citation for a crime does
not imply guilt. Determination of
guilt can only be established through
legal proceedings in court. We
commit significant effort to following
through as cases move through the
judicial process. A Roman numeral
indicates the degree of a charge:
theft | (first-degree theft).

- Following are abbreviations that
may appear in our log reports:

AMC (Albany Municipal Court),
DU  (Driving  uninsured/without
insurance), DUIl (Driving while

intoxicated), DWS (driving while
suspended), FTA (failure to appear),
FTC (failure to comply), FTOTCD
(Failure to obey traffic control
device), LCJ (Linn County Jail),
LCSO (Linn County Sheriff’s Office),
LCCC (Linn County Circuit Court),
LCJC (Linn County Justice Court),
LMC (Lebanon Municipal Court), MIP
(Minor in possession), PV (Probation
Violation), SHMC (Sweet Home
Municipal Court), SHPD (Sweet
Home Police Department), SLCH
(Samaritan Lebanon Community
Hospital)

NOV. 1

SWEET HOME POLICE
1:02 a.m. - Caller reported
“people throwing things at
vehicles” in area of 18th/
Kalmia. Officer responded,
contacted large group with
vehicles, who stated that they
had thrown snacks from one
vehicle to another. No obvious
damage in area.
1:12 a.m. - Caller reported male
hitting and choking female
in 1300 block Long. Officer
responded, but was unable
to confirm who victim was -
she did not cooperate with
the investigation and had no
obvious injuries. Info noted.
1:32 a.m. - Caller from Dam Bar,
6099 Main, reported female
following him and “won’t leave
him alone” Officer responded,
determined incident was mostly
verbal with some minor physical
interaction. Parties agreed
to separate. Female declined
medical assistance.
2:03 a.m. - Caller reported male
screaming and crying in area of
Long/23rd. Officer contacted
male, who was upset that his
wife was not home when he
arrived and was looking for her.
Male agreed to remain at home,
await his wife’s arrival.
2:15 a.m. - Michael Scott Delay,
38, arrested for burglary | after
a caller reported strange man
in her house in 1900 block
Willow, whom she “doesn’t
know” According to SHPD,
the 17-year-old female was
home alone at the time. Police
contacted the adult resident
of the home, the mother of the
17-year-old, and learned that
Delay was an acquaintance but
did not have permission to enter
the residence. Delay was also
arrested on a LMC warrant in a
criminal citation case. Lodged
at LCJ.

7:40 a.m. - Bryanah Paige

Tranilla, 33, arrested by Yamhill
County Sheriff’s Office on
SHMC warrant for FTA in theft
case. Cited to appear Nov. 18.

12:50 p.m. - Caller reported
woman screaming for help at
Quarry Park, 3110 Zelkova.
Second caller reported woman

screaming for help, male
walking around camper with
hatchet. Officer wunable to

locate any emergencies.

115 p.m. - Braden Oreilley
Wasson, 31, arrested on SHMC
warrant for FTC in DWS case,
Quarry Park, 3110 Zelkova.
Cited and released.

1:21 p.m. - Caller reported his
wife claiming she sees people
breakinginto theirhome on their
cameras, 2300 block Cedar.
Officer responded, unable to
locate anyone breaking into
the home. Report forwarded to
Linn County Mental Health due
to previous similar calls at that
location.

LEBANON POLICE
Lebanon police had not
submitted a log for this date
in time for publication. When
available, log will be updated at
lebanonlocalnews.com.
LCSO/OSP SWEET HOME/S.

COUNTY
1:08 a.m. - Jordan Buckland, 28,
of Brownsville, cited for failure
to carry proof of insurance, 200
block S. Main, Brownsville.
1:43 a.m. - Deputies responded
to report of CPR in progress
in 37900 block Hwy. 228,
Brownsville. When they arrived,
deputies took over CPR until
medics arrived, transported
patient to hospital.
8:32 a.m. - Devon Contreras,
28, of Harrisburg, cited for
speeding, 81/55, 26000 block
Hwy. 99, Halsey.
9:39 a.m. - Deputy trespassed
male from gas station in 32900
block Hwy. 228, Halsey, who
was arguing with employees.
Non-criminal.
11:28 a.m. - Deputies responded
to dispute between neighbors
in 41800 block North River.
Determined to be non-criminal.
12:36 p.m. - Vehicle burglary
reported in 41900 block Marks
Ridge. Investigation ongoing.
Report taken.
12:53 p.m. - Hunting rifle
reported found in area of
North River/Sunnyside. Deputy
retrieved rifle, which was lodged

at LCSO for safekeeping.
Report taken.
1:40 p.m. - Disturbance

reported in 27300 block Rowell
Hill. Determined to be non-
criminal.

LCSO/0OSP LEBANON
12:31 a.m. - James Steven
Jewett, 24, of Lebanon, cited
for speeding, 74/55, Santiam
Hwy./Santiam Terrace.

10:51 a.m. - Brent Prather, 38,
of Gates, arrested on warrant,
Cascade/Sodaville. Report

taken.
OCT. 31

SWEET HOME POLICE
1:08 a.m. - Multiple callers
reported male with hatchet in
area of Main/19th, possibly
overdosing. Officer contacted
male, who refused transport by
medics. No crimes reported.
5:47 p.m. - Caller from 1500
block Tamarack reported that
a male had ripped out the
interior roof of his car. Officer
noted information Investigation

continuing.

10:18 p.m. - Caller reported
female yelling for medical help
in area of 1500 block Tamarack.
Officer responded, female
transported by medics.

LEBANON POLICE

Lebanon police had not
submitted a log for this date
in time for publication. When
available, log will be updated at
lebanonlocalnews.com.

LCSO/0OSP SWEET HOME/S.
COUNTY
9:01 a.m. - Sex offense

reported in 1900 block Main.
Investigation ongoing. Report
taken.

LCSO/OSP LEBANON
5:36 a.m. - LCSO responded to
physical altercation between
family members in 30600
block 5th Rd., after one got
“very drunk.” No visible injuries
and no one wanted to press
charges.

8:28 a.m. - Macky Hollings,
30, of Gresham, arrested for
unlawful use of motor vehicle,
unlawful entry into motor
vehicle and meth possession,
40400 block Lacomb. Report
taken.

9:07 p.m. - Dakota Ross, 24, of
Lebanon, cited for speeding,
DU, 34700 block Hwy. 20.
9:54 p.m. - Teenagers caught
egging a house “got to clean

up the mess because the
homeowners were nice,” per
LCSO report. 30200 block
Townsend.

OCT. 30

SWEET HOME POLICE
8:55 a.m. - Daniel William
Sappington, 30, arrested for
disorderly conduct I, assaulting
a public safety officer, and
resisting arrest after he
allegedly entered SHPD, 1950
Main, and demanded to speak
to code enforcement officer
within 10 minutes or dispatcher
“wouldn’t like to see what
happens?” Officers responded.
Lodged at LCJ.

11:33 a.m. - Caller reported he
did not feel safe with female in
4300 block Long because she
calls him names and has access
to his medical records. Officer
responded and provided

options.

2:03 p.m. - Caller reported
teenager riding three-wheeler
westbound in 1600 block Long,
running stop signs.  Officer
contacted juvenile, who denied
the actions. Officer did not
observe violations.

4:38 p.m. - Domestic altercation
reported in 3100 block Long.
Minor physical, no mandatory
arrest, parties to remain
separated.

5:02 p.m. - Caller from NAPA,
899 Main, reported male who
had previously exposed himself
and been trespassed was back
and refusing to leave. Officer
responded, trespassed male,
who moved along.

5:12 p.m. - Caller from area
of Long/23rd reported trailer
parked that is only being held
up by a jack. Officer was unable
to contact owner of trailer.
Caller was mainly concerned
about how trailer was being
supported.

5:50 p.m. - Adam Brian Lee, 45,
arrested for domestic violence-
harassment, criminal mischief
I, and Austin Brian Lee, 23,
arrested for domestic violence-
harassment, 3100 block Long.
Caller reported that he had
been assaulted by a male who
took his keys and refused to
pick up dog feces. Second
caller then reported that male
had taken his birth certificate
and rubbed it in dog feces and
was yelling at him.

8:22 p.m. - Daniel Hernandez-
Luttrell, 22, arrested for DUII,
reckless driving and hit and run,
after multiple callers reported
vehicle hit parked car at 1853
Long, then left. Hernandez-
Luttrell also cited for DWS.
10:04 p.m. - Ethan Michael
Hawk, 25, arrested for criminal
driving, on LCCC warrant for
FTC in DUIl case and LMC
warrant for PV in DWS case.
Multiple callers had reported
hearing shots and explosions
in area of 300 block W. Holley.
Officers contacted Hawk, who

denied the behavior. Officer
attributed noise to vehicle
backfiring.

See Public Safety, Page 19
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Sweet Home Senior Center
Wednesday Lunch Menu

Nov. 4th: Shrimp and broccoli Alfredo, vegetable,
salad, and dessert.

Nov. 11th: CLOSED FOR VETERANS DAY

Nov. 18th: Smoked Sausage and Potato Bake,
vegetable, and dessert.

Nov. 25th: Thanksgiving Dinner
Turkey and stuffing, mashed potatoes and gravy,
vegetable, cranberry sauce, rolls, and pumpkin pie.

$6 DINE IN, $7.50 TAKE OUT

Dining room opens 11:30 Lunch Served 11:30-12:30
Please note: If you plan to pick up more than 3 take out
lunches, please call at least a day ahead to ensure we
have enough to fulfill all orders. 541-367-4775

TEMPERATURES

DATE HIGH LOW RAIN

10/2r 57 46 036
10/28 55 46 017
10/29 58 43 0.01
10/30 57 42 0.09
10/31 46 34 0.00

11 47 36 000

11/2 53 41 0.00

Year to date: 14.39
11/05/25: 22.72

FORECAST

DATE WEATHER HIGH/LOW
11/5 Cloudy 61/44
11/6 Showers 61/44
11/7 Cloudy 66/44
11/8 Showers 59/43
11/9 Showers 60/41

11/10 Showers 61/47
11/11 Showers 59/47
| LAKE LEVELS |

Foster 615.9

Green Peter 839.5

TE /;57/7%
- N

LOW

The fire danger information
provided is current at the time
of publication. For the latest and
most accurate updates, please
visit: oregon.gov/odf

CROSSWORD KEY
Puzzle on page 19
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Local banker expresses optimism on economy to chamber crowd

By Scott Swanson
Of The New Era

Chris Hemmings told guests
at the Lebanon Chamber of
Commerce’s monthly Forum
Lunch that despite high fuel
prices and weather concerns,
he’s “optimistic” about the
state of Oregon's economy -
particularly agriculture.

Hemmings, chief financial
officer for Citizens Bank, out-
lined the state of the Oregon
and national economies Fri-
day, Oct. 30, held at Samaritan
Lebanon Community Hospi-
tal’s conference room.

He stepped in at the last
minute for Mark McMullen,
vice president of policy and
research for the Common
Sense Institute, who was un-
able to attend.

Hemmings summarized
what he sees happeningin the
economy in the areas of inter-
est rates, unemployment, fuel
prices and more.

A native of Crewe, England,
near Manchester, Hemmings
has lived in the U.S. for more
than 25 years. He said he of-
fers an “outsider’s” perspec-
tive, though he has worked in
local banking in Oregon since
2008, after he graduated from
the University of Oregon. He
joined Citizens 29 days previ-
ous to his talk.

He said that “historically
very low” unemployment has
contributed to stabilization of
interest rates by the Federal
Reserve.

“I think that's part of what
drives the Federal Reserve's
dual mandate when it thinks
about and leans towards
managing inflation,” he said.

Answering a question from
the audience, Hemmings said
that the “yield curve,” which
tracks short- and long-term
interest rates, is sloping up-
ward after “a long stretch of
time” in which the nation’s
yield curve was ‘“essential-
ly flat” An upward-sloping
curve means there is more
reward for long-term invest-

CHURCH

DIRECTORY

In the same way, let your
light shine before others,

so that they may see
your good works and give
glory to your Father who
is in heaven.
Matthew 5:16

ments.

“You need an upward-slop-
ing curve so that you have
more return, more reward
when you're going further out
in the duration timeline.”

Hemmings said he expects
Federal Reserve board mem-
bers to dial down the amount
of “noise” that the Fed has
generated in recent years.

“I think it created a lot of
uncertainty,” he said. “ I think
the Federal Reserve is sending
a clear message that, commu-
nication-wise, they've proba-
bly been a little too involved
in messaging with the econo-
my over the last few years.

“I'think that uncertainty has
been challenging for business
owners, local business own-
ers, when they think about
what to do, what to start and
when.”

Hemmings predicted that
the Federal Reserve Board
of Governors will “be more
aggressive” in “making sure
that inflation does not return
to some of the levels that we
saw in 2023, because I think
that is that is a path that be-
comes quite unsustainable
and I hope that we'll see price
stabilization from an oil side,”
though he said that may not
happen until next year.

Diesel prices, particularly in
an agricultural economy, are
“a challenge” he said.

He predicted that the out-
come of the midterms “and
certainly the state elections
will be very interesting and
what it means for the state.”

Hemmings said that he be-
lieves Oregon is at “a little bit
of a crossroads,” particularly
in regard to the governor’s
race.

“I think there are a lot of
elections that will make a dif-
ference to local business own-
ers, the agricultural economy,
certainly healthcare.”

“Oregon's agriculture sector
genuinely is one of the most
remarkable elements of this
state,” Hemmings said. “It's

very unique. There are folks
that, as I've even traveled
across the world, know about
this particular valley, whether
that's for grass, whether it's
for some kind of beef, whether
it's for the hazelnuts, whether
it's for the wine, there are lots
of of elements of agriculture
that make this state and this
valley remarkable.”

He said that the “might” of
the national economy, viewed
from an “outsider” perspec-
tive, is “the U.S. consumer.”

“It's all of you sitting in this
room, folks that are out in the
hallways, out supporting local
businesses, the U.S. economy
making purchases and quite
frankly, it's the mind of the
U.S. economy that's been so
terrific for so much of the rest
of the world,” he said.

The Gross Domestic Prod-
uct, the total monetary or
market value of all final goods
and services produced within
U.S. borders during a specif-
ic time period, has remained
“resilient,” he said, despite un-
certainty caused by fuel pric-
es, inflation and interest rate
fluctuations.

Consumers are still spend-
ing, unemployment is low
and “that’s a good thing,” he
said.

The national debt is “ab-
solutely a challenge,” Hem-
mings said. “I think it's some-
thing that, at some point,
whether it's the current gen-
eration, a future generation,
is going to have to address.
It is just the growth that the
debt has seen over the last
number of years and the tra-
jectory that it's in - the bur-
dens and obligations that the
U.S. government has doesn't
feel like it's on a sustainable
path long term.”

Hemmings said he sees
“some version of an Al bubble
taking place.”

He noted that many Al data
centers are being built on “as-
sumed leases” by large firms
such as Amazon and Micro-

Chris Hemmings, of Citizens Bank, speaks at the Lebanon
Chamber of Commerce’s Forum Lunch.

soft and if those companies
don't follow through on those
leases, “I think that's where it
would be a challenge.”

Hemmings said he believes
strongly that community
banking is important for the
Willamette Valley popula-
tion.

“Local independent busi-
nesses started here, founded
here, staffed and supported
by people in these communi-
ties will always be key to Leb-
anon thriving, Albany thriv-
ing, Corvallis thriving, even
Eugene thriving.

“There will be large nation-

Highway 20
Cluczch of Chvvist
Sunday, 10:30am & 6pm

Wednesday, 7 pm
Prayer & Bible Study

3025 Highway 20, Sweet home
541-367-6899 - highway20cc.org

Pastor
Machiel Greyling

New Life/In Christ
Fellowship

(formerly Sweet Home Mennonite)

1266 44th Ave. PO Box 515
541-367-2848 - shnlic.org

10:30 a.m. Worship Service
10:30 a.m. Children’s Church

Sweet Home
United
Methodist
Church

\) Open Hearts,

Open Minds,
.- Open Doors

A Reconciling Congregation

11:00 am Worship
Free Meal - Wednesdays - 5:00 pm

6th & Ironwood
541-367-3073

sweet home

Q hope.church
HC

GATHERING
TIME
10:45 A.M.

890 Mountain View Rd.
541-967-HOPE (4673)

www.hope.church/sweethome

Sweet Home
Evangelical Church
Join us Sunday 10:30 am

FOLLOW US AT:
FACEBOOK.COM/SWEETHOMEEC

1347 Long Street « 541-367-4357

Elm Street Baptist Church
Sunday Services:
9:45 am Sunday School
11am Worship
Spm Prayer

1150 Elm St. Sweet Home
541-367-5883

- Photo by Scott Swanson

al challenges economically,
federally, but the ability of
the community to stay con-
nected economically, sup-
porting each other, Refer-
ring each other to each other
across the communities and
extending a hand when even
if it's not your business or
your area of expertise, refer-
ring it to somebody that you
may know.

“I would encourage you to
do so because the success of
the local economy will sur-
vive and thrive, sometimes
irrespective of what goes on
at the national level.”

— al Ames Creels —
SUNDAYS at 10am
www.chapel.cc
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Staffers celebrate as the new sign at Samaritan Lebanon

Community Hospital is unveiled.

MULTICARE

From page 1

es that will help us meet the
changing healthcare needs
of our region and support
our clinicians and employees
in their work every day. We
move forward with a deep
commitment to our commu-
nities and confidence in what
we can accomplish together.”

Bill Robertson, MultiCare’s
CEQ, said: “Together, we can
make a meaningful difference
in the lives of our neighbors
in the Willamette Valley and
central Oregon coast by im-
proving access, delivering
exceptional care and helping
people live healthier lives.”

A locally led regional stra-
tegic planning process, in-
formed by community needs
and perspectives, will guide
longer-term service priorities
and investments. Improve-

ments will advance thought-
fully over time.

AUTO REPAIR

SHAWN ANDERSON, OWNER
LOCATED IN SWEET HOME

641-367-2992

- Karl Maasdam photo

“For patients and families,
the promise of this affilia-
tion is better access to the
care they need,” said Florence
Chang, president of Multi-
Care. “Our teams will work
in partnership to understand
where the needs are greatest
and how our combined ex-
pertise can help meet those
needs. We will measure our
progress by the difference we
make for the people we serve.”

Leaders from Samaritan
and MultiCare joined com-
munity partners Monday at
Samaritan Lebanon Commu-
nity Hospital to celebrate the
affiliation and unveil signage
featuring both organizations’
logos. The event is part of a
week of employee and com-
munity celebrations across
Samaritan’s region.

For additional information
and answers to frequently
asked questions, visit sam-
health.org/affiliation. Ques-
tions may also be sent to affil-
iation@sambhealth.org.

BOUTIQUE

898 Main St Ste B. Sweet Home
Tuesday - Saturday 12-6pm

503-583-7987

Property taxes due; discount
available for full payment

Linn County residents
should have received prop-
erty tax statements, which
were mailed Oct. 16, accord-
ing to county officials..

If you did not receive your
tax statement, contact the
Linn County Assessment
and Taxation office at (541)
967-3808 or email assessor@
colinn.or.us to get a dupli-
cate copy.

Taxes are levied based on
the property’s assessed val-
ue. The real market value on
the property tax statement
is based on the assessment
date of Jan. 1, 2026. The real
market value is the estimat-
ed amount of money that
an informed seller could
reasonably expect from an
informed buyer in an arm’s-
length transaction.

The cumulative real mar-
ket value of all property in
Linn County is $30 billion
(up over $1 billion) and the
Assessed Value of all prop-
erty in Linn County is $14.77
billion (up over $700 mil-
lion).

Those who pay taxes in full
by Nov. 16,2026 (Nov. 15 falls
on a Sunday) will receive a
3% discount. Make sure to
mail early so your envelope
is postmarked by Nowv. 16.

With changes at the post
office, many envelopes are

EQUIPMENT

~/
AC‘A/S&\SE*

O\JTDOOR POWER EQ\JIPNAENT
"Powerful Equipment, Local Service"

HOURS: M-F 8AM-5PM
SAT 8AM-NOON

1215 W AIRWAY ROAD
LEBANON OR 97355

CASCADEPOWERLEBANON.COM

941-451-5213

not postmarked for several
days after mailing. You can
also go into the post office
and get your envelope hand
cancelled (hand stamped)
on or before the due date
from a postal worker.

There is a payment drop
box at the west end (Ferry
Street) entrance of the Linn
County Courthouse in Al-
bany, on the left side of the
doors.

You can look up your in-
dividual tax information
at  https://www.linncoun-
tyor.gov/assessor/page/ac-
count-detail

Taxes can be paid on-line
at  https://www.linncoun-
tyor.gov/assessor/page/on-
line-tax-payments.

The site also features vid-
eosthat explainthe property
tax system at https://www.
linncountyor.gov/assessor/
page/property-tax-informa-
tional-videos.

Property Tax Payment

Schedule

To avoid interest charges
and receive any applicable
discount choose one of the
following payment sched-
ules:

Full Payment: Receive a
three percent (3%) discount
on the current year, if paid
in full by Nov. 16. We accept
postmark. Mail early to re-

HOME & GARDEN

SUMMIT

HOME & GARDEN

541-258-7107
www.summitacehg.com

MON-FRI 7:30AM-6PM
SATURDAY 8AM - 5PM

ceive a timely postmark.

Two-thirds Payment:
Receive a two percent (2%)
discount on the current
year, if the first two-thirds
payments are made by Nov
16. Pay the final one-third
balance by May 17.

One-third Payment: No
discount allowed. Pay one-
third by Nov. 16. Pay a sec-
ond one-third payment by
Feb. 16. Pay the final one-
third balance by May 17.

Reminder: Notices are not
sent for February or May
payments.

Interest is charged on any
past due installment for the
schedule you choose. Stat-
ute determines the interest
rate.

Property owners with
questions or concerns may
contact the Assessor’s Of-
fice at (541) 967-3808, or by
email at assessor@co.linn.
or.us.

Those who disagree with
their real market value are
encouraged to request a
review prior to filing an ap-
peal. There are instructions
on the back of all property
tax statements that describe
how to file an appeal. The
deadline for filing an appeal
is Dec. 31, 2026.

- Alex Paul, Linn County
Communications

INSURANCE

Irwin Agency

Enriching The Lives In The
Communities We Serve

oL

FINANCIAL

Auto e Home e Life
Business ¢ Retirement

(541) 223-0404

INSURANCE
3%

FARMERS

INSURANCE

Aaron Hegge, AGENT

3037 Main St., Sweet Home
Ahegge@farmersagent.com

AUTO - HOME -« LIFE « COMMERCIAL

(541) 367-5121

INSURANCE

J

KEESECKER

INSURANCE

Joel Keesecker

1195 MAIN STREET
SWEET HOME

541-367-2141

REAL ESTATE

OREGON

Real Estate
PROFESSIONALS

2345S. Santiam Hwy., Lebanon
oregonrealestateprofessionals.com

(541) 258-6100

ROCK PRODUCTS

PROUDLY SERVING SWEET HOME &
THE SURROUNDING AREAS SINCE 1995
CRUSHED QUARRY ROCK
LANDSCAPE ROCK - HUALING
CRUSHING - U-HUAL & DELIVERY

541-267-2273

LOANS

loanOepot

Loan Consultant
NMLS#853502

(541) 570-2322

Equal Housing Opportunity | 56 E. Airport Rd.,
Lebanon, OR 97355. loanDepot.com, LLCNMLSID

174457. Licensed by the OR Division of Finance and
Corporate Securities, Mortgage Lending ML-4972.
(091923 120284-1723)

RV SALES & SUPPLIES

SWEET HOME
RV CENTER LLc

RVSales, Service, Repair, Parts,
Appliances, Awnings, Propane, Solar and Batteries!
RV Waste Dump Open 24/7 Stop in Today!

{4\~ MOBILE RV REPAIR SVC
()

= AVAILABLE NOW

Established in 1974
Open 7 days a week

4691HWY 20
sweethomervcenter.com

(541) 367-4293

PAINTING

Why Pay More?
ORDABLE
PAINTING

e

Get the Best For Less
LICENSED, BONDED & INSURED

CCB#260410
(541) 405-9657

PLUMBING

CCB #238181

sl Ylew 7o

PLUMBING

INC.

OWNER - MITCH CARTER
Office Hrs: Mon-Thu 8am - 4pm

New Construction « Remodels

Repairs ¢ Service « Water Heaters

(541) 367-5655

THRIFT STORE

-
LEANE

G RS

NEW & USED MERCHANDISE

3031 SOUTH MAIN, SWEET HOME
OPEN: TUES. - SAT 10AM - 4PM

SUGARCITYGLEANERS@GMAIL.COM

NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION
941-367-3190

TIRE / AUTO REPAIR

| pointcS,

TIRE & AUTO SERVICE

4420 Hwy 20
Family Owned

541-367-4579 (Alignment)
pointstire.com/sweethome

TIRES - WHEELS - SUSPENSION
ALIGNMENT - BRAKES - OIL CHANGE

(541) 367-2462
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From our Files

NOV. 8, 1951

Ralph “Swede” Johnson,
part-time Sweet Home
resident living currently
in Nevada, was held up
by officials as an example
of how not to construct
living quarters. He owns 18
rental dwellings ($14.50-
$40 rent/month) in the
1100 and 1200 blocks of
2nd Avenue that are under
inspection by the city and
state. Single drop-cord
type wiring has been cut
by the fire department
and the state fire marshal
objected to the faulty
chimneys. None of the
units have plumbing or
sanitary facilities, nor are
they connected to the
sewer system.

Carving and costuming art was again evident at the 1976 annual pumpkin
contest at Crawfordsville school. First place winners are, from left, Dale
Zoon with his pumpkin “Mr. Millegan,” David Banta with “Cabbage Head,”
Wade Lundin with “Weirdo,” Elizabeth Winslow with “Vamparilla,” Jaimmy

Babb with “Junkyard” and Kevin Maynard with “Vampire.”

A panel and group
discussion around “Does
Sweet Home have a youth
problem?” led to the
conclusionthatifaproblem
exists in Sweet Home, it
belongs to the parents,
not the children. The
youth expressed surprise

that adults thought there
was a problem, though
they agreed youth could
benefit from a recreation
center. Adults in the panel
determined “the lack of
support by parents is
largely responsible for the
students’ lack of interest”

NOV. 4,1976

Sweet Home’s proposed
new tax base was defeated
in the general election. The
tax base proposal, which
would have increased the
city’s base from $55,322
to $328,034, was rejected
721 to 527. However, the
Linn-Benton Community
College tax base proposal
was approved 31,767 to
19,566.

Halloween night was all
quiet but for one egg-to-
gun incident that led to
the arrest of Larry Hicks,
19. He was involved in
an egg throwing incident
with other youth when
he left the scene and
returned with a gun. He

was charged with criminal
activity in drugs and
unlawful possession of a
concealable weapon.

NOV. 7, 2001

Leanna Whistler, 16,
of Lebanon, was named
2002 Calapooia Roundup
Rodeo Queen, as well as
Miss Congeniality. She is
joined by two princesses,
Elizabeth Fitzsimons, of
Sweet Home and Tami
Zucker, of Lebanon.

A former Sweet
Home police officer,
O’Dean Hall, was one of
three officers recently
involved in the shooting
of a suspect in Alaska.
Troopers responding to
a domestic assault call
in Alaska ended up firing
at the suspect when he
advanced on them and
fired. The suspect died
from a gunshot wound. Hall
was one among the three
troopers who fired at the
suspect. An investigation
is ongoing.

| Letters to the editor

Disappointed?
Step up instead
Editor:

Your Oct. 27 report that
Sweet Home's Singing Christ-
mas Tree will not perform this
December is sad news for peo-
ple who have made it part of
their Christmas.

Traditions depend on people
arranging rehearsals and car-
rying responsibilities along-
side the rest of their lives. Dis-
appointment is understand-
able. Blame does not have to
follow.

In Mark 6, Jesus invites his
disciples to come away and
rest after their work. Commu-
nities can become very good at

We support The New Era!

lectrical
ystems

asking dependable people for
one more thing.

The care behind a tradition
deserves attention even in a
year when there is no show.
People who have rehearsed,
directed, organized or sup-
ported it should not have to
defend the value of everything
they have already given.

I do not know what next year
will bring and the decisions
belong to the people doing the
work. For the rest of us, this
pause can prompt a practical
question: when we say that a
community tradition matters,
are we willing to share its less
visible responsibilities?

That might begin by listen-

ervices

Dan and
Cindy Rice

ing when organizers describe
what is needed, respecting the
limits they set and learning a
task before a crisis makes it
urgent.
Christmas hope can survive
a change in the calendar. So
can gratitude. The people who
have helped a town sing still
deserve kindness during the
season when they cannot put
on the performance.
Douglas Vandergraph
Fort Collins, Colo.

Tax credit, double impact
for cultural donations
Editor:

Those who donate to good
causes at the end of each year
should consider the Oregon
Cultural Trust. This program,
unique to Oregon, lets you
double the impact of your do-
nation at no extra cost.

Here's how the Cultural
Trust works: Donate to your
favorite organization(s) among
approximately 1,700 qualified
cultural nonprofits. (Thir-
ty-one of them are in Linn
County. To find out whether
your favorite is included, visit
the website at culturaltrust.
org.)

Donate the same amount
to the Cultural Trust. Then
take the same amount off your
state taxes. Your donation to
the Cultural Trust returns to
you as a tax credit. Individu-
als can get a tax credit up to
$500, couples up to $1,000
and class-C corporation up to
$2,500.

The money given to the Cul-
tural Trust is dispersed across
Oregon to keep cultural orga-
nizations thriving through-
out the state. Since 2003, do-

nations to the Cultural Trust
have generated more than $40
million in grants to cultural or-
ganizations across Oregon.

A portion of Cultural Trust
funds are distributed locally
by Cultural Coalitions, one for
each county and federally rec-
ognized tribe in Oregon.

This year, the Linn Coun-
ty Cultural Coalition distrib-
uted $28,000 of these funds
among 15 local organizations.
Every registered Linn County
nonprofit organization with
a project involving the arts,
heritage, or humanities is wel-
come to apply to the Coalition
for funding. The next deadline
for applications is Feb. 1, 2027.

For more information, visit
linnculture.org.

Linda Ziedrich, Co-President

Linn County Cultural Coalition

Lebanon

SMART Reading Calls for Lebanon Volunteers

Lebanon elementary stu-
dents are in need of adults
willing to read to them.

As the SMART Reading
program celebrates its 35th
year of supporting child liter-
acy in Oregon, the nonprof-
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it organization seeks com-
munity members willing to
read weekly with students at
Hamilton Creek.

Since launching in 1992,
SMART Reading has reached
landmark milestones across
the state, pairing more than
164,000 volunteers with
more than 357,000 Oregon
children, putting more than
5.1 million books directly
into children’s homes and
proving that one hour a week
can change a child’s life. This
year, SMART plans to serve
966 students and distribute
nearly 7,000 books in Lane,
Linn and Benton counties,
ensuring local kids have the
tools and support they need
to succeed.

“For 35 years, our volun-
teers have been the heart of
everything we do,” Region-
al Director Leona Westdahl
said. “Sitting down with a
child and encouraging them,

helping them find books they
love and giving them an op-
portunity to practice the
skills they're learning in the
classroom is a simple, but
powerful way to set them on
a path for success in school
and beyond. Plus, it's so much
fun.”

According to the Oregon
Department of Education,
60% of Oregon third-graders
are currently reading below
grade level. Data collected
from teachers annually con-
sistently shows that nearly
90% of SMART Reading par-
ticipants demonstrate mea-
surable growth in reading
comprehension, vocabulary,
motivation and confidence.

To learn more about vol-
unteer opportunities at
Hamilton Creek Elementary,
or at other sites in Linn and
Benton counties, visit SMAR-
TReading.org or call 541-600-
8035.
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VETERANS DAY

ACTIVITIES _SCHEDUL

Veterans Uniforms on M™i-~Tay

Ongoing Through Wednesday, Nov. 11

Downtown Albany

Displays include 19 uniforms from various branches of the military
from the Civil War, World War I, World War II, Korea and Vietnam,
to current campaigns.

Find locations at:
albanydowntown.com/ada-event/veterans-uniforms-on-display.

Santiam Salute 5K Fun Run

Saturday, Nov. 7,9 a.m.

Former LBCC Building, 44 Industrial Way, Lebanon

Hosted by WesternU, all proceeds directly benefit the Edward C.
Allworth Oregon Veterans' Home in Lebanon and the Military
Medical Student Association.

Cost $25 (Includes T-shirt, finisher medal)
www.facebook.com/westernuhcom/posts/12-days-until-the-wester
nu-oregon-military-medical-student-association-santiam-s/182747
1228985135/

Veterans Recognition Celebration
Tuesday, Nov. 10, 3:30 to 4:30 p.m.

Lebanon Senior Center, 80 Tangent St.

Recognition ceremony honoring local community veterans (ages
50 and older)

Veteran of the Year Banquet
Tuesday, Nov. 10, 6 p.m.

YMCA, 3201 Pacific Blvd. SW, Albany

Tickets $40 per person, available at VFW Post
584 Canteen, 1469 Timber St. SE, Albany, or at
www.yfwpost584.org/veteran-of-the-year-program

Albany Optimist Club Breakfast
Wednesday, Nov. 11, 6:30 to 9:30 a.m.

South Albany High School, 3705 SE Columbus St., Albany
(Note: After 50 years at West Albany, this is a new location)
All-you-can eat breakfast of ham, eggs, pancakes, coffee, milk and
orange juice $13 per person, $10 for veterans and military, $7
Proceeds benefit local nonprofit organizations
albanyoptimist.org/veteran-s-day-breakfast

SALUTE TO SERVICE WE REME N
GRATITUDE FOR SACRIFICE JREERu=lisE

W= T rl AN

Veterans Day Continental Breakfast
Wednesday, Nov. 11,7 to 10 a.m.
American Legion Post 10, 1215 Pacific Blvd., Albany

Veterans Day Memorial Service
Wednesday, Nov. 11, 8:30 - 9:15 a.m.

Guest speakers, laying of Gold Star and POW/MIA wreaths, a
performance by "Oregon's Own" 234th Band, a Howitzer salute,
and Echo Taps.

Timber Linn Park, 900 Price Rd. SE, Albany

75th Annual Linn County Oregon

Veterans Day Parade

Wednesday, Nowv. 11, 11:11 a.m.

Historic Downtown Albany (Route starts on Pacific Boulevard,
heads down the overpass onto Lyon Street, turns left onto 2nd
Avenue, turns left onto Ferry Street, and passes the Linn County
Courthouse). The largest Veterans Day parade west of the
Mississippi, featuring military vehicles, marching bands, floats,
equestrian units, and thousands of participants with the theme
"Salute to our Heroes" / America's 250th birthday.

(Military flyover approx. 11:11 a.m.)

Veterans Day Spaghetti Lunch
Wednesday, Nov. 11, Noon to 2 p.m.
American Legion Post 10, 1215 Pacific Blvd., Albany

VFW Chili Feed
Wednesday, Nov. 11, Noon
VEW Post 584, 1469 Timber St., Albany
Open to public; Donations Welcome

Stars and Stripes Ball

Saturday, Nov. 21, 4 p.m.

Knife River Training Center, 35973 Kennel Road SE, Albany
Formal event. Guests must be 18 or older. Non-veterans welcome.
Dinner, silent and live auctions, games and dancing

Tickets are $125 each. Proceeds benefit Link Up Vets. For tickets,
visit linkupvets.org/stars-and-stripes-ball-2025.

Edwal'djones Member SIPC

Andrea J. Yoder
Financial Advisor

”-\ »"’)IIJ",/ A'

- ’ ' ' ‘Timber consu’ting7 ’nb'l 1195 Main Street

Sweet Home, OR 97386
Cell: (541)223-2864 Office: (541) 367-5156
andrea.jyoder@edwardjones.com > edwardjones.com

CA Insurance License 4436987 CA Agency Number 0C24309

541-367-2111 - WWW.CASCADETIMBER.COM
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By Scott Swanson
Of The New Era

George Dominy has nev-
er participated in an Honor
Flight as a veteran honoree
- per se.

But he's been on plenty
as a veteran, nonetheless.
He's played a variety of roles
in shepherding recipients
through the three-day trips
to Washington D.C., where
they visit military memori-
als and museums in what,
for many, becomes a healing
process.

Since 2014 he’s played mul-
tiple roles in the local Honor
Flight program,most recently
as a flight leader.

“I've never gone as an actu-
al veteran, said Dominy, 65, a
retired law enforcement offi-
cer. “I've just always gone as
part of the leadership team.”

Dominy served in the U.S.
Marine Corps from 1978 to
1982 as a military policeman,
following in his father’s foot-
steps, he said.

“I did the one-year delayed
entry” he recalled, noting
that he was taking classes in
law enforcement at South-
western Oregon Communi-
ty College in Coos County,
where he grew up.

He served mostly at Marine
Corps Air Ground Combat
Center in Twentynine Palms,
Calif, the Ilargest United
States Marine Corps base in
the world.

After his discharge, he did a
short stint at Moore Lumber
Co. in Bandon before joining
the Myrtle Point police, then
Brookings, before moving to
Sweet Home in 1988.

Dominy was a sergeant for
SHPD before leaving in 2008
for the state Police Academy
in Salem, where he served as
a class training coordinator

VETERANS DAY | HONORING ALL WHO SERVED
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 2026

Local veteran rises in Honor Flightorgnization

and trained groups in secu-
rity, corrections, parole and
probation, dispatch and fire-
fighting.

In the midst of the Great
Recession, with the acad-
emy experiencing budget
problems, his position dis-
solved after six months, but
he stayed on, part-time and
also worked for Lebanon Po-
lice Department for several
years.

During that period he also
traveled around the state,
conducting active shooter
training sessions for public
safety agencies that couldn’t
afford to send personnel to
Salem.

“We actually had high
school students play the roles
and then we had law enforce-
ment or military personnel

George Dominy, left, visits the National Military Monument during an Honor Flight trip to
Washington, D.C. Above, Honor Flight participants make a stop at the Vietnam Memorial.

that we could use as ‘active
shooters,” he said. “We used
blanks. We used smoke. We
used firecracker-type stuff,
so it was loud enough that
people could hear explosive
things going on. We made it
as realistic as we could.”
After sustaining an inju-
ry, he retired in 2012 from
law enforcement, although
he continued to teach at the
academy until 2018.
Meanwhile, in 2014, Domi-
ny and his sons David and
Cliff, who have performed a
cappella music for decades
in the region as Praise In 3D,
were asked by Mike Punger-
car, founder of the South Wil-
lamette Valley Honor Flight
program, to sing at a presen-
tation the organization was
putting on at the River Cen-

ter in Lebanon.

Honor Flights, usually held
twice yearly in this area, are
free, three-day all-expense-
paid trips provided to U.S.
military veterans - particu-
larly those from Korea and
the Vietnam War - to visit

- George Dominy photos

war memorials in Washing-
ton, D.C. The program pro-
vides closure and a sense of
appreciation for many par-
ticipants and allows them to
build relationships with oth-
er veterans.

See Honor Flight, Page 16
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Albany Veterans Parade celebrating 75 years

Albany’s parade, historically
the largest Veterans Day Pa-
rade west of the Mississippi
and the third-largest in the
United States, began in 1951
when local ex-Marine Jim
Barrett and the Linn County
Marine Corps League decided
to make Linn County the most
patriotic in the country after a
“spiritless” celebration of what
was then Armistice Day.

Armistice Day is an interna-
tional commemoration held
each Nov. 11 to celebrate the
signing of the armistice that
ended fighting in World War
I. President Woodrow Wil-
son first proclaimed the day
in 1919 to honor World War
I veterans, reflect on the cost
of war and celebrate world
peace.

In 1954 President Dwight D.
Eisenhower signed a bill that
created Veterans Day, which
included all veterans from all
eras.

During the 1950s and the
early 1960s Albany's parade
expanded significantly in size
and participation by military
and government dignitaries,
who made it a regular stop
on Veterans Day, as well as
Hollywood celebrities such
as Raymond Burr, Audie Mur-
phy, General Jimmy Doolittle,
Jesse Owens, Don Scholander,

UDELL

ENGINEERING &

LAND SURVEYING
SINCE 1946

(541) 451-5125

Historically known as the largest Veterans Day parade west of the Mississippi, Albany's parade includes a wide variety of entries,

including annual appearances by Lebanon High School's Junior ROTC members, bottom photo.

WE SALUTE
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then Gov. Ronald Reagan,
Bob Hope, Hugh O’Brien and
more.

During the Vietnam era, the
parade continued to support
veterans, who were treated
with everything from outright
hostility to indifference.

Participation was enthu-
siastic, with many organi-
zations participating in the
Veterans Day celebrations.
Albany’s Optimist Club hosted
- and still hosts - a pancake
breakfast, now at South Alba-
ny High School.

Boy Scouts, in particular,
were a big part of the pa-
rade from the start, with as
many as 240 Scouts marching
during the peak years of the
organization.

During COVID, the parade
was suspended for two years,
but retired Col. Chris Reese
and McCall Washburn came
up with the idea of having re-
verse parades to keep the tra-
dition alive with as many as 35
displays set up around Alba-
ny, which people could drive
around and check out via QR
codes.

Despite leadership chal-
lenges and the cancellation
of the parade for two years
during COVID, the parade has
continued under the leader-
ship of such people as Lou-
ie White, Ed Horinek, Ernie
Argo, Pat Morits, Louie White,
Patty Louisiana, Reese and
Washburn and now, the Linn
County Veterans Day Parade
Committee, headed by Chris-
tine Ferguson.

- The New Era file photos
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American Legion Post 51 celebrates 100 years of service in Lebanon

By Brandon Cominsky
Of The New Era

As American Legion Post
51 marks 100 years, it contin-
ues to serve veterans, their
families and the Lebanon
community as a gathering
place rooted in patriotism,
volunteerism and service.

Established in Lebanon in
1926, the local post began
in a small upstairs meeting
space on Main Street before
growing into a community
gathering place that con-
tinues to welcome veterans,
families and residents of all
generations.

As the organization cel-
ebrates its centennial this
year, members reflect on a
century of history while look-
ing ahead to the next gener-
ation who will carry its mis-
sion forward.

“The members of American
Legion Post 51 have served
veterans, their families and
the Lebanon and Linn Coun-
ty community through patri-
otism, volunteerism, military
honors, youth programs and
community service,” said
Nona Miller, the club manag-
er, during an Oct. 13 presen-
tation about the centennial
to Lebanon Museum mem-
bers.

A century of history

The American Legion was
founded nationally in 1919.
Seven years later, in 1926,
Lebanon established its own
post, initially meeting up-
stairs in a building along
Main Street.

According to Miller's his-
torical presentation, the or-
ganization first met at a lo-
cation believed to have been
718 Main St. The group op-
erated as American Legion
Club 51 before moving into
its current building.

Over the following decades,
members raised money to es-

The American Legion Post 51 building is on the right, just past the power pole and the Gem Theatre, in this 1949 photo of downtown

Lebanon. At right is the current location at 480 S. Main St.

tablish a permanent home.
Construction on the original
portion of the current build-
ing was completed in 1958,
giving the organization a
dedicated space.

The building's original
neon Club 51 sign was even-
tually changed to reflect its
new identity as Post 51. The
organization continued ex-
panding its facilities over the
years.

Miller's presentation in-
cluded photographs of the
organization's early meeting
rooms, members, construc-
tion and activities through-
out its history.

Among the stories shared
were the contributions of
American Legion Auxiliary
members, who organized a
holiday show to raise money
for bricks used in the build-
ing's construction. According
to Miller, they delivered the
bricks behind the building

THANK YOU

VETERANS

Use the QR Code to follow
us on Facebook for City
events and updates.

and hauled them in wheel-
barrows.

For Miller, those historical
details show how genera-
tions of members contribut-
ed their time and resources
to establish the organization
that exists today.

More thana
gathering place

Today, Post 51 serves as
more than a gathering place
for veterans. Its membership
and affiliated organizations
bring together veterans,
spouses, children, grandchil-
dren and other family mem-
bers.

The American Legion in-
cludes the post itself, the
American Legion Auxiliary,
Sons of the American Legion
(SAL) and Legion Riders. To-
gether, these groups support
veterans, families and the
broader community.

The post also operates as
a club where veterans and

- Left photo from Facebook/Right by Brandon Cominsky

their guests can socialize,
enjoy meals and participate
in activities. Miller said the
building welcomes people
of all ages and offers a fami-
ly-friendly environment.

"We have lots of things go-
ing on down here for every-
body in the family," Miller
said.

The building also serves
as a community space for

* k&

VETERANS
— DAY —

HONORING ALL WHO SERVED!

events outside the organiza-
tion. Residents and groups
can use its facilities for me-
morial services, baby show-
ers, birthday parties, home-
owners association meetings
and Girl Scout gatherings.
Miller said opening the
building to the community
helps introduce residents to

See Legion, Page 14
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the organization and show
them activities beyond its
membership meetings.

“We want to be open to the
community so they can see
that we're not just a bunch
of little old men sitting at the
bar,” she said.

Giving back to Lebanon

Community service re-
mains central to Post 51's
mission.

Each year, the organization
holds a Harvest Ball to raise
money for residents who
need assistance. The pro-
ceeds help provide gift certif-
icates that recipients can use
at stores of their choosing.

The organization also hosts
an annual oratorical contest
for middle school and high
school students. Participants
learn about the U.S. Consti-

tution, demonstrate their un-
derstanding through presen-
tations and can earn scholar-
ships.

SAL members contribute
to local events, including pre-
paring chicken for the Leba-
non Strawberry Festival and
cooking hamburgers for vol-
unteers who place American
flags at veterans' gravesites
ahead of Memorial Day. Mill-
er said the SAL members buy
the hamburgers and buns
themselves and prepare a
meal to thank volunteers for
their time and service.

Miller also noted that the
Auxiliary organizes activi-
ties for members' children
and grandchildren, includ-
ing Christmas and Easter
parties and other seasonal
gatherings. Its Christmas cel-
ebrations include a visit from
Santa Claus.

Beyond those activities,

We Salute Our Veterans

* K *

) e o e ] e 1 )

1295 MAINST.
541-262-1560

ASK ABOUT OUR VETERANS DISCOUNT

Nona Miller of the American Legion Post 51shares stories from the organization's historyin Lebanon
during a presentation to Lebanon Museum members Oct. 13.

members help support veter-
ans in practical ways, includ-
ing providing transportation
to medical appointments,
assisting with shopping and
helping veterans and their
families during the holidays.

Miller said the organiza-
tion also welcomes commu-
nity members who want to
volunteer but may not qual-
ify for membership.

“There are people that can't
be members, but we're always
open to volunteers,” she said.
“We're going to make sure
that you're part of this home.”

Bringing younger
generations through
the doors

While Post 51 has spent
a century serving the com-
munity, Miller said one of its
biggest priorities is attracting
younger members.

She said younger members
are essential to keeping the
organization operating and
ensuring its programs con-
tinue for decades to come.

“If we don't have the young-
er generation coming in, then
our doors will close,” Miller
said.

In recent years, Miller has
introduced different enter-
tainment options and per-
formers to appeal to a wider
audience while continuing
to accommodate longtime
members.

The building offers activi-
ties including darts, karaoke,
dancing and a regulation-size
pool table. The organization
also hosts bands and other
entertainment two or three
times a month, depending on
scheduling.

Miller said the goal is to
create an environment where
people without a connection
to the Legion can still find a
welcoming place to spend
time. She also hopes younger
generations can learn from
longtime veterans about
community involvement,
supporting fellow veterans
and helping neighbors.

AT HOY'S HARDWARE

WE HONOR OUR VETERANS

Thursday, November 11, 2026
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HOY'S HARDWARE

3041 Main Street, Sweet Home - 541-367-2221

HOY'S HOME IMPROVEMENT CENTER
3061 Main Street, Sweet Home - 541-818-0047

- Photo by Brandon Cominsky

The organization is also
planning new activities. Mill-
er shared an upcoming Nerf-
themed event in the dining
hall as an example of the
creative gatherings members
are willing to explore.

“We want to be involved
and we want the community
involved,” she said.

Looking toward the next

100 years

As Post 51 celebrates its
centennial, Miller hopes the
organization will keep grow-
ing, welcome new members
and remain relevant to Leba-
non residents.

She said the building's fu-
ture depends on people will-
ing to walk through its doors,
participate in activities and
support its members' work.
Miller encourages residents
to stop by, meet members
and experience the commu-
nity firsthand.

The post also offers break-
fast, which Miller said was
traditionally served Sunday
mornings from 8 to 11 a.m.
The organization plans to
expand breakfast service
to seven days a week, with
options including omelets,
French toast, pancakes,
chicken-fried steak and a
$10.50 breakfast featuring
eggs, a choice of meat and a
choice of carbohydrates.

After 100 years, the organi-
zation is looking to preserve
the history built by previ-
ous generations while mak-
ing room for those who will
shape its future.

Miller hopes the post's next
century will bring continued
service, new friendships and
more opportunities to bring
the Lebanon community to-
gether. Most of all, she hopes
residents will keep walking
through the doors, joining in
and helping the post remain
part of the community for
years to come.

“Tust supporting the post
by coming down and seeing
us,” she said, “is a good place
to start”



November 4, 2026

THE NEW ERA

15

VETERANS DAY | HONORING ALL WHO SERVED
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 2026

Al Severson named grand marshal of parade he announced for decades

Al Severson, who an-
nounced the Albany Veter-
ans Day Parade for 31 years,
won't be behind the mic for
this year’s event.

Though Severson, 75, is
suffering health problems
and will not be able to attend
this year, he will be present in
spirit - he’s been chosen the
grand marshal for the 75th
annual parade.

Severson served in the Ore-
gon National Guard right out
of Sweet Home High School,
starting in the fall of 1969, in-
cluding a brief tour of duty at
Fort Greely in Alaska in 1975.

He served in the National
Guard until 1980.

Meanwhile, Severson was
learning the auctioneering
business, in which his father
Orvin was involved, which
proved to be his catapult into
veterans activities.

He worked for Dan B. and
Larry Roth’s New and Used
Furniture and Auction in
Albany and his bosses - es-
pecially Dan B. - were very
active in the Veterans Day
events.

“When it got to be Veterans
Day, he'd just hand you a list
and say, ‘That’s what you've
got to do! You didn't question
it. You just did it.”

The Roths’ biggest legacy to
Severns has been his involve-
ment in veterans’ causes.

“That was drilled into me 50
years ago: If it wasn't for our
veterans, we wouldn't have
freedoms we have today.”

Larry Roth was a World
War II pilot who got shot
down “twice, if my memory is
right,” in the Pacific, Severson
said.

“It's funny how I got in-
volved in the Veterans Day
Parade because, as a kid, I
was told, “You go to the Linn
County Veterans Day meet-
ing tonight. We'll feed and

water you. I would have been
23"

When Dan B. died, 30 years
ago, Severns took over as pa-
rade announcer and he’s been
in the booth ever since for
what was, for many years, the
largest Veterans Day parade
west of the Mississippi. (Las
Vegas has recently risen to
the top, he said.)

He has operated The Frame
House in Albany since 1996,
moving to that occupation af-
ter the Roth family sold their
business.

Over the years Severson
has announced not just the
parades, but “all kinds of
events all over the state.”

“In my 50 years, I've done
close to 3,000 events at no
charge - granges, conser-
vation groups, agricultural
events, logging shows, what-
ever.

One of his most recent gigs
was the Harrisburg Fourth of
July Parade.

Severson was recognized as
the local Veterans Day cele-
bration’s Distinguished Vet-
eran of the Year in 2019 and
he said one of his greatest
treasures is a Quilt of Valor
he received earlier this year,
created for the Brownsville
Pioneer Picnic Quilt Show by
Carolyn Stegall.

“Certificates are nice and

Al Severson works the microphone during a past Albany Veterans Parade.

awards are nice, but when you
get a blanket that someone
put hours into, that means a
lot,” he said, adding that the
quilt won “the top award” in
the Brownsville show.

“It's not about me,” he
said. “It's about our veterans.
They've given a lot more than
I ever have.

“Every day is Veterans Day
with me. That’s the way I've
been brought up: Past, pres-
ent, future veterans are never
forgotten.”

SWEET HOME SANITATION

1325 18TH AVE, SWEET HOME| 541.367.2535
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PROUD TO HONOR
OUR COUNTRY'S VETERANS

They are our family, friends and neighbors; everyday citizens, yet so
much more. They are the brave men and women who have put their
lives atrisk to protect and serve our country in war. On Veteran's Day,
we take this opportunity to say Thank You to the brave souls who
have served in battle with our Armed Forces.
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HONOR FLIGHT
From page 11

“After the presentation was
over, he asked me if I'd be in-
terested in being a guardian
to go on the flight and I said,
‘Sure, why not?” Dominy re-
called. “So I ended up going
as a guardian and that pretty
well hooked me. Then it was,
like, ‘OK, this is pretty cool."

He continued, starting as
a guardian - a one-on-one
companion for veterans par-
ticipating in the program.
Later, he moved up to team
leader and now serves a flight
leader, overseeing two team
leaders and their teams of 10
veterans and 10 guardians
each.

“We just make sure the
team leaders get hold of ev-
erybody, make sure every-
body's on board, that the
guardians and veterans are
all ready to go - they're not
forgetting anything, all the
forms and documents are all
filled out, that kind of stuff.

“And then, any decisions
that need to be made on the
flight, we make those deci-
sions.”

All those volunteers pay
their own way, $1,500, Domi-
ny said. One trip costs about
$180,000.

The last trip was Sept. 23-
27, following one in May of
this year. The participants

A host impersonating Gen. George S. Patton, left, chats with
veterans during an Honor Flight visit to the World War Il memorial

in Washington D.C.

are bussed to Portland on
Thursday, where they stay at
the Sheridan Hotel and eat
dinner. On Friday they fly to
Washington D.C., where they
visit memorials and military
museums until Sunday eve-
ning, when they fly back.

THANK YYOU
VETERANSH

Akida Clips

630 Hickory St. NW Suite 130

Facebook @Akida Clips LLC

Albany, Oregon 97321
541-791-6225
809 S. Main Street

Lebanon, Oregon 97355
541-979-0427

Instagram @Akidaclips

- George Dominy photos

“We do try to do as many
memorials and museums as
we can,” Dominy said, list-
ing some of the regulars:
the World War II, Korea and
Vietnam memorials, Marine
Corps Museum, the Army
Museum, the Navy Memo-
rial, the Iwo Jima Memorial,
the Air Force Memorial and
more.

Any veteran who served
in the military between Dec.
7, 1941 and May 7, 1975 is
eligible to participate. Veter-
ans or prospective guardians
can apply at www.swvhonor-
flight.org, call (541) 246-9726
or email info@swvhonor-
flight.org.

“Anybody can be a guard-
ian,” Dominy said. “It doesn't
have to be a family member.
As a matter of fact, we have a

VETERANS DAY

* Kk K Kk
HONORING ALL WHO SERVED

<7

FAMILY DENTISTRY
1524 Long St. | Sweet Home, OR | 541-367-2931 | www.sweethomedental.com

Veterans visit the U.S. Marine Corps Memorial (lwo Jima
Memorial) in Arlington Rdige Park, near Washington D.C.

lot of people that don't have
family in the area and so we
provide guardians for them.”

Dominy said the trip helps
veterans connect.

“Everybody gets to know
everybody. If you didn't know
them before, you're gonna
know them by the time we're
done.”

It also provides “healing,’
he said, “especially with the
Vietnam veterans and the
Korean veterans.”

“When we first fly out,
theyre excited to go, but
they're not real talkative. But
then, once we get to their me-
morial, they just open up. It's

FORSERVING

OURFREEDOMS

amazing.”

Dominy recalls trying to
persuade one veteran to par-
ticipate.

“He said, T'm not ready to
go. Ijust can't do it.”

Finally, the man agreed to
take the trip.

“He opened up and he said,
‘Hey, I just had a lot of survi-
vor guilt, which is what most
of them have. So we were able
to find his friend on the wall.
We got his name etched for
him.

“There’s a lot of guys who
just break down. It’s definite-
ly an emotional healing for
them.”

941-401-5836

1910 7TH STREET, LEBANON (across THE HIGH SCHOOL)
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Commissioners hear report on Juvenile Department activities

By Alex Paul
Linn County Communications

The Linn County Juvenile
Department works with as
many as 150 young people
every school year through its
Early Intervention Program,
Probation Officer Beth Shook
told Linn County Commis-
sioners Roger Nyquist, Sherrie
Sprenger and Will Tucker at
their Oct. 27 meeting.

The county’s two-person in-
tervention team works with
young people who are having
issues obeying school rules,
disrupting class, struggling
with getting along with other
students, or are dealing with
suspensions, Shook said.

The goal is to help the stu-
dents make positive changes
before they become entan-
gled in the legal system and
are placed on court-mandat-
ed probation. Participation is
voluntary and must be agreed
upon by both students and
parents.

Staff work with middle
schools in Albany, Sweet Home
and Seven Oaks in Lebanon.
She has worked in the Juvenile
Department for eight years
and spent eight years with the
District Attorney’s Office be-
fore that.

Shook said she will work
with five to seven groups each
school day, three to 10 stu-
dents per group.

“Using evidence-based ma-
terials, we teach them skills

Probation Officer Beth Shook, left, speaks to commissioners Roger Nyquist, center, and Sherrie Sprenger about the Juvenile
Department’s Early Intervention Program.

and provide them with tools
to help them deal with an-
ger, anxiety and stress issues,”’
Shook said. “We also work with
them through peer-led suicide
prevention.”

The program doesn't end
when school lets out for sum-
mer break, Shook noted.

Once a week, the Juvenile
Department provides the stu-
dent with positive learning ex-
periences such as snorkeling
for fish counts in the Calapooia
River, visiting the space muse-
um, building underwater ro-
bots, touring a local dairy farm
and taking cooking classes at
the OSU Extension Service Of-
fice in Tangent.

“They get to do fun things

they would not normally get to
experience,” Shook said. “They
also learn to communicate and
get along with students from
other schools, kids outside of
their school groups.”

Shook said she also helps
parents find resources through
the Mental Health and Drug &
Alcohol Departments.

Shook said teachers, admin-
istrators, students and parents
provide her with information
about students who might
benefit from the program.

In other business the
commissioners:

e Received the September
Juvenile Department report
from Director Torri Lynn.
There were 25 youth held in

SH COUNCIL

From page 1

city attorney services and had
the higher score.

The council unanimously
agreed to the contract; coun-
cilors Chelsea Augsburger and
Josh Thorstad were absent.

The law firm, based out of
Eugene, will be an indepen-
dent contractor paid on an
hourly basis, generally be-
tween $140 and $400 an hour,
depending on the type of work
performed. They will perform
duties to include:

Attending meetings as
needed,;

Providing guidance and
procedural and legal require-
ments for the Planning Com-
mission,;

Advise city officials on code
enforcement matters;

Assist in elections-related
matters, as needed,;

Provide legal advice where
needed;

Advise on real estate mat-
ters;

Write contracts;

Perform other general ser-
vices needed of an attorney to
the city.

In other business:

* Residents George Dominy
and David Lowman expressed
concern regarding Councilor
Josh Thorstad who, they said,
violated the city’'s Code of
Ethics by making derogatory
and degrading statements on
social media against council
candidates and community

members. Dominy asked for
an investigation on the mat-
ter.

e The council approved
road closures for the annual
Parade of Lights on Saturday,
Dec. 12.

e The council approved a
municipal code change al-
lowing the Library Board to
meet at minimum four times
per year instead of month-
ly, as the board oftentimes
finds there is not sufficient

business to conduct monthly
meetings.

e Police Chief Jason Ogden
provided information from
the Oregon Department of
Transportation on laws per-
taining to bikes, electric bikes
and other non-motor and
motor-assisted devices. He
said the police department
is receiving more complaints
about e-bikes and noted the
law does not permit e-bikes to
be ridden on sidewalks.

September from Linn, Benton
and Lincoln counties. There
are 199 youth in the Probation
Unit and 118 in the Communi-
ty Programs Unit. 119 young
people are working with the
Intervention Specialists.

e Were told by Accounting
Officer Bill Palmer that the
county remains fiscally sta-
ble and spending continues to
be conservative through the
first quarter of the fiscal year
that ended on September 30.
Spending levels were all about
the same as the same time a

year ago.

e Received a report from
Ryan Vogt, Executive Director
of the Cascades West Council
of Governments and Commu-

- Linn County photo

nity Services Consortium. He
said that on Nov. 3, an eco-
nomic development summit
for Linn, Benton, Lincoln and
Lane counties will be held at
the Fair & Expo Center. He said
the goal is to develop a five-
year plan, laying out local eco-
nomic development priorities.

e Approved an increase of
$474,912 within the Health
Fund from the State of Oregon.

e Approved transferring
$330,100 within the Alcohol
& Drug Program from contin-
gency to materials and sup-
plies (contracted services).

¢ Held an executive session
but took no action as the result
of the session.

CCB# 110950

AVAMTERE

REHABILITATION of LEBANON

A PART of the AVAMERE FAMILY of COMPANIES

350 S 8th Lebanon, OR 97355
541-259-1221

SWEET HOME

FUNERAL CHAPEL
Lefe deserves celebration!

Call for personal assistance with the

funeral and memorial arrangements of your choice.

541-367-2891
Visit SweetHomeFuneral.com



18

THE NEW ERA

November 4, 2026

Sodaville maintains stance on water bill dispute

By Sarah Brown
Of The New Era

Following its regular meet-
ing on Oct. 15, the Sodaville
City Council held a follow-up
work session on Thursday,
Oct. 29, to discuss a resi-
dent’s water bill dispute and
plans for a revived Blackber-
ry Festival.

At its regular meeting,
City Recorder/Administrator
Molly McGuire informed the
council that resident Warren
Gacsi, who last month asked
the city to write off some of
his water bill due to a leaking
pipe, has since sent in “nu-
merous amounts” of public
records requests.

As reported in The New
Era, a pipe or pipe fitting
on Gacsi's side of the water
meter burst, causing about
14,000 gallons of water to
leak within just a few hours
and resulting in a very high
water bill. Gacsi believes the
city is responsible to main-
tain any equipment within
the meter box, including the
pressure relief valve on his
side of the meter.

At the work session, Pub-
lic Works Director | D Burns
provided the council with
the full text of a municipal
code that Gacsi used in his
argument to say the city is
responsible for anything
within the meter pit.

Burns pointed out that the
code number and text pro-
vided by Gacsi is not taken
from Sodaville’s codes. In
reviewing the city’s own or-
dinance (82-8), Mayor Caleb
Gay believes Sodaville’s ordi-
nance states the customer is
responsible for his pressure
relief valve.

Gacsi told this reporter he
was asking the city to reduce
his water bill by charging him
on the lowest water rate tier
instead of the higher tiers.
McGuire added that Gacsi
also wants a $329 reimburse-

2345 S. Santiam Hwy
Lebanon, OR 97355

ment for a payment to Buck-
master for servicing his line.

Councilor Adina Olivares
said the city has not issued
forgiveness to other resi-
dents who experienced high
bills from water leaks.

“I still think in consisten-
cy and fairness to all of our
other citizens that we said
no to, we don’t do that,” Oli-
vares said. “We will give you
a payment plan, we will not
charge you interest, but we
don't write it off.”

Councilor Roger Perry
added, “We can’t afford it
anymore."

McGuire pointed out that
people on social media have
been saying the city should
just forgive the charges.

“The unfortunate part is
that that’s not a reality for
such small communities,”
she said.

“We'd go bankrupt,” Coun-
cilor Joseph Parsons said.

Olivares suggested an idea
to allow residents an option
to donate to a relief fund for
homeowners who find them-
selves in similar situations.

McGuire told the coun-
cil that, although Gacsi did
request public records, she
has not yet mailed the doc-
uments because she was out
ill for a week and also he has
not yet paid fees to complete
the request, but she has re-
sponded to him, per law.
According to her, some of
the items he is asking for in-
cludes information on when
the meters were installed,
cleaned, last serviced and
last inspected, and answers
about the $10 water mainte-
nance fee.

Perry - who started on So-
daville City Council in 1981
- said residents who moved
to Sodaville since the wa-
ter system was installed in
the 1980s don't realize what
components of the system
they're responsible for, and

added that “the city allowed
the residents to put all that
s-t in the city meter box,
referring to the customer’s
equipment being placed in-
side the city’s meter box.

Olivares and Parsons ques-
tioned whether it would be
a good idea to remind resi-
dents about homeowner re-
sponsibilities in Sodaville.

“From my point of view, we
put people on the payment
plan and that’s about as
much grace as youre gonna
get anywhere,” Parsons said.

Councilor Tony Flanagan
believes the leak and faulty
equipment is “clearly” not
the city’s responsibility and
there is established prece-
dence establishing the coun-
cil’s stance to no longer issue
forgiveness on water bills.

The council also asked
McGuire to update the city’s
fee schedule for records re-
quests. Currently the fee is
$25/per hour with a $5 min-
imum, which “doesn’t even
cover wages,” Parsons said.

The council will formally
vote on any relevant matters
at its next regular meeting
on Thursday, Nov. 19.

Community Events

Following water bill dis-
cussions, the council held a
work session with Communi-
ty Liaison Peggy Bishop, who
is interested in reviving some
community events, namely
the city barbecue, city-wide
yard sale and Blackberry Fes-
tival.

“We're trying to bring back
our community, together-
ness, fun,” Bishop said.

She determined it might be
best to start with one event,
such as the yard sales, and
expand with the other events
in the coming years.

Parsons noted during the
meeting that he’s been toss-
ing around the idea of some
day hosting a car show in So-
daville that would raise mon-

Real Estate

PROFESSIONALS

(541) 258-6100

OregonRealEstateProfessionals.com

ey for the city’s water system.

Gay noted the city’s only
revenue comes from the wa-
ter system and he'd like to
find a way to develop some
extra revenue with the build-
ing at the park.

After some discussion,
Bishop was tasked with
forming a committee to get
a community yard sale event
underway for next year. Mc-
Guire suggested the commit-
tee also begin alerting resi-
dents to the Blackberry Fes-
tival, which might begin in
2028, so people have time to
grow their blackberry bushes
out.

“We are starting to rejuve-
nate our little town, which
is important to us,” Bishop
said. “We are, over the next
three years, going to create
things that are going to bring
visitors to the community
events.”

Water Report

During its regular meeting
on Oct. 15, Burns reported
that, with major water leaks
now repaired, the city’s wa-
ter loss has returned to aver-
age, resulting in last month’s
calculations returning a 12%
loss. Water consumption this
past month also appears to
have gone down significant-
ly.

Meanwhile, Well 3 went
offline due to wiring issues
that will cost the city about
$1,000 to fix.

Burns also provided a re-
port on well production, not-
ing that May is usually the
time of year when the wells
produce the most water.

Well 1 provides approx.
9,000 gallons of water in a
24-hour period in May. It is
currently producing about
4,500 gallons.

Well 2 provides approx.
1,100 gallons of water in a
24-hour period in May. It is
currently producing just un-
der 1,000 gallons.

Well 3 provides approx.
4,500 gallons of water in a
24-hour period in May. It is
currently producing about
1,500 gallons.

Well 4 provides between
4,500-6,000 gallons of water
in a 24-hour period in May. It
is currently producing “bare-
ly” 1,000 gallons.

Well 5 is offline.

“Your wells’ water table is
way down, there was no snow
pack last year and there’s not
looking to be any this year,”
Burns said. “It could get ugly.”

In other business during
the regular session, Burns
reported potholes on St.
Louis Street have been filled
in, though they are already
showing signs of coming
back out, and the park’s bas-
ketball backboard is being
rebuilt with plywood, with
the help of Councilor Roger
Perry.

PUBLIC SAFETY
From page 5

LEBANON POLICE
Lebanon police had not
submitted a log for this date
in time for publication. When
available, log will be updated at
lebanonlocalnews.com.
LCSO/OSP SWEET HOME!/S.

COUNTY
5:01 p.m. - Keely Gomez, 21, of
Lebanon, arrested on warrant.
Kayla Gamble, 42, of Sweet
Home, arrested on warrant.
McDowell Creek/Pleasant
Valley. Report taken.
10:26 p.m. - Crash reported in
40300 block Upper Calapooia.
One vehicle sustained
substantial damage. Driver
transported to hospital with
non-life-threatening  injuries.
Report taken.

LCSO/OSP LEBANON
3:45 am. - Christopher
Stidham, 35, of Lebanon,
arrested on multiple warrants,

See Public Safety, Page 19
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Public Notices

Notice of sale of personal
property under Landlords
Possessory Lien. Personal

property left in the following
units have been seized for non-
payment of rent and will be sold
at The Storage Depot, 2887 SW
Ferry St Albany, OR 97322 on
November 19, 2026 at 12:00 pm.
A0107 (Jena Downard), E0560
(Tristen Moersch), J2012 (Alisyn
Murphy), J2019 (Debra Tilley),
H0822 & H0841 (Sherinda
Depas), J2025 (Cheryl Rhodes),
J2054 (Alicia Huber), J2065
(Lana Hecocta), K3007 (Anthony
Gallegos), K3027 (Christina
Burkett)

(11704 - 11/11)

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
STATE OF OREGON FOR THE
COUNTY OF LINN
JAMES A. HURLEY, Plaintiff,
v. THE HEIRS, DEVISEES
and/OR  SUCCESSORS OF
FRANKIE J. BRINKLEY; LOYD
JAMES BRINKLEY; THE
HEIRS, DEVISEES and/OR
SUCCESSORS OF ROY R.
SIMMS; THE HEIRS, DEVISEES
and/OR SUCCESSORS
OF WENDY WALKER; THE
UNKNOWN HEIRS, DEVISEES
and/OR SUCCESSORS
OF DONNA J. MCDANIEL;
PATRICIA MISKEY; RAY KLEIN,
INC. dba PROFESSIONAL
CREDIT SERVICE; and ALSO
ALL OTHER PERSONS OR
PARTIES UNKNOWN CLAIMING
ANY RIGHT, TITLE, LIEN, OR
INTEREST IN THE PROPERTY
DESCRIBED IN THE COMPLAINT
HEREIN, Defendants. Case No.

26CV31543.
SUMMONS TO: The Heirs,
Devisees and/or Successors of

Frankie J. Brinkley; Unknown
Heirs, Devisees and/or
Successors of Roy Simms;
The Heirs, Devisees and/or

Successors of Wendy Walker;
Unknown Heirs, Devisees and/or
Successors of Donna J. McDaniel;
and Also All Other Persons or
Parties Unknown Claiming Any
Right, Title, Lien, or Interest in
the Property Described in the
Complaint Herein.

IN THE NAME OF THE STATE
OF OREGON: You are hereby
required to appear and defend
the action filed against you in
the above-entitled cause within
30 days from the date of service
of this Summons upon you; and
if you fail to appear and defend,
for want thereof, Plaintiffs will

Public Notices

apply to the Court for the relief
demanded therein.

NOTICE TO DEFENDANT: READ
THESE PAPERS CAREFULLY!
Plaintiff seeks a judgment
and decree quieting title and
declaring Plaintiff to be the sole
and exclusive owner of the real
property located at 2187 Mill
Street, Lebanon, OR 97355.

You must “appear” in this
case or the other side will win
automatically. To “appear” you
must file with the court a legal
paper called a “motion” or
“answer” The motion or answer
or reply must be given to the
court clerk or administrator
within 30 days of the date of
first publication specified herein
along with the required filing fee.
It must be in proper form and have
proof of service on the plaintiff's
attorney or, if the plaintiff does
not have an attorney, proof of
service upon the plaintiff.

If you have any questions,
you should see an attorney
immediately. If you need help
in finding an attorney, you may
contact the Oregon State Bar's
Lawyer Referral Service online at
www.oregonstatebar.org or by
calling (503) 684-3763 (in the
Portland metropolitan area) or
tollfree elsewhere in Oregon
at (800)452-7636. Sherman
Sherman Johnnie and Hoyt, LLP
By: Mark C. Hoyt, OSB No.
923419, Of Attorneys for
Plaintiff, P.O. Box 2247, Salem,
Oregon 97308, (503) 364-2281
Date of First Publication: October
28, 2026
(10/28,11/4,11/11,11/18)

NOTICE OF ONLINE AUCTION
- A SQUARED STORAGE 1294
44th Ave. Sweet Home, OR
97386. Online bidding at www.
storageauctions.com, auction
ends 11/12/2026 at 10:00 a.m.
Stephen Epperson, unit 333.
(10/28-11/04)

2002 Harley Heritage motorcycle
9800 miles, pristine condition,
extra parts $6200; 1 3/4 cord
split firewood $150 541-367-
3139
(11/74)

5 - 6 cords of mixed firewood
must take all $600; Sweet Home
Stoveworks wood burning stove
with 8 ft dual wall pipe included
$500; 6ft dual wall stove pipe
$150. 760-221-9900

(11/4)

Clean '87 Fifth Wheel. Everything
works $2500 OBO, clean title

and tags. 541-971-2857
(1174)

Craft Fair Bazaar

Holiday Craft Bazaar, November
6th & 7th from 9 am to 4 pm at
Santiam Place Event Hall, 139
Main Street, Lebanon. A variety of
vendors will be selling their items.
Pick up a map of the 9 Lebanon
Craft Bazaars happening this
weekend!

(10/28 - 11/04)

Holiday Bazaar: Friday, Nov. 6
9am - 5pm and Saturday, Nov.
7 9am-4pm Vintage Table,
Opportunity Table, Baked Goods,
Local Crafters, Handmade Tied
Quilts. Lunch served on both
days. Christ Community Lutheran
Church 320 Market St. Lebanon.
(10/28 - 11/04)

Christmas Bazaar Fri. Nov 13,
10am - 5pm, Sat. Nov 14 9am -
4pm. The kitchen will be open for
lunch. Lots of gift to buy, wreaths,
table arrangements, jewelry,
wood items, home-made candy,
jams and jellies, greeting cards.
Sweet Home Evangelical Church
1347 Long St. Sweet Home

(11704 - 11/11)

Events

American Legion craft show
vendors wanted for December
5th,2026 contact Laura Dickson
503-664-6777

(10/21-11/18)

Wanted

Wanted portable bandsaw mill
541-801-1049 Tom.
(10/28 - 11/4)

Statewide Notices
Services: OLDER POKEMON

CARDS. Paying cash for
1990s-2000s Pokemon cards,
collections, binders.  Any
condition. Local transaction.
Please call or text Dane 503-
884-5031. Thank you.

Timber Wanted: Brent
Ottosen Timber Co. Selective
logging specialists. Buying
standing timber. Insured
with  excellent references.
Honest, dependable service

throughout Southern Oregon.
Call today for estimate: 541-
866-8586.

PUBLIC SAFETY
From page 18

200 block W. Airport. Lodged
at LCJ. Report taken.
10:59 a.m. - Deputy assisted

Hamilton Creek School staff
with juvenile. 32100 block
Berlin.

7:09 p.m. - Jett McConnell, 28,
of Lebanon, cited for speeding,
93/45, 33400 block Brewster.
OCT. 29

SWEET HOME POLICE
10:40 a.m. - Caller reported
individual lying in parked
vehicle in 600 block 10th.
Officer contacted individual,
who was living in the vehicle
and was advised of proper
locations and other options.
11:55 a.m. - Benjamin Jazmin,
37, arrested on LCJC warrant
for failure to register as sexual
offender after caller reported
male in vehicle in parking lot at

925 Long, asking individuals for
money. Vehicle was left parked
on street after Jazmin was
advised of his “driving status.”
Jazmin cited and released.
12:30 p.m. - Brian Lee Lindsay,
38, arrested after turning
himself in at SHPD, 1950 Main,
on SHMC warrant for FTC in
hit and run case. Cited and
released.

12:53 p.m. - Caller reported
her Social Security number
was used by someone for
employment, 1400 block 24th.
Info noted.

12:53 p.m. - Caller reported
neighbor digging out caller’s
fence, making it fall over, 800
block Alder. Officer responded
to what has been ongoing civil
issue. Caller advised of options.
11:04 p.m. - Ryan Joseph
Hutchinson cited for DWS, DU,
Poplar/Foster Dam Rd.

11:43 p.m. - Christopher Jon

Head cited for DU, Main/19th.
LEBANON POLICE

8:32 a.m. - Kimberly Alice Vis,
54, cited for speeding 33/20
school zone, N 5th St./Boulder
Falls Dr.

9:34 a.m. - Tamina Lee Grover,
43, cited for DU and speeding
34/20.

9:44 a.m. - Christina Michele
Shaffer, 41, cited for cell phone.
10:42 a.m. - James Moses
Gallegos, 49, cited for speeding
34/20.

10:57 a.m. - Kayli Raschae
Ehlbeck, 28, cited for DU and
cell phone.

11:11a.m. - Brison Alan Edwards,
18, cited for cell phone.

12:39 p.m. - Cassandra Marie
Barden, 32, cited for cell phone.
12:54 p.m. - Trevor Reed
Welker, 31, cited for cell phone.
2:08 p.m. - Shenna Marie

See Public Safety, Page 23
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New countly treasurer sworn in as Hawkins leaves after 31 years

By Alex Paul
Linn County Communications

Jennifer Stanaway was
sworn in Thursday, Oct. 29,
as the new Linn County Trea-
surer and Budget Officer by
Commissioner Roger Nyquist
at a ceremony in the Board
Room of the Linn County
Courthouse.

Beginning Nov. 1, Stanaway,
53, will serve out the term of
Treasurer and Budget Officer
Michelle Hawkins, who re-
tired Oct. 31, after 31 years
serving Linn County resi-
dents.

Stanaway was named Linn
County’s Chief Financial Of-
ficer in April. She will retain
the title of Chief Financial
Officer and adds the respon-
sibility of Investment Officer
to her duties.

The Bible on which she
took her oath, was given to
her in 1976 when she was
just four years old by her
grandmother. That spiritual
link made four generations
of family member with her
for her special day.

“Jennifer is a great fit,
said Nyquist, who chairs the
Board of Commissioners.
“She knows numbers and
she brings extensive expe-
rience with budget analysis
from her years in banking, so
she has been good from the
start”

Nyquist added that
Stanaway served on the
county’s Budget Committee
for about 25 years, most of
that time as chair, so she al-
ready has long-term knowl-
edge about county financ-
es and the team-oriented
culture among department
heads and elected officials.

Stanaway came to Linn
County after serving as exec-
utive director of the Albany
General Hospital Founda-
tion since 2017. Prior to that,
she worked in banking for
18 years, at First Interstate,
Wells Fargo and Citizens
Bank, all in Albany.

Nyquist said Stanaway
reached out into the commu-
nity in that position as well
as her volunteer activities,

which provides her with a
solid foundation for commu-
nicating with Linn County
residents.

She has served on the
Board of Directors of the
Boys and Girls Club, ABC
House, the Albany Chamber
of Commerce, the American
Red Cross and United Way.

“We couldn’t be happier to
have Jennifer with us,” Ny-
quist said.

In addition to fellow coun-
ty staff members, several of
Stanaway’s family members
were present for the ceremo-
ny, including her husband,
Kevin, of Albany, as well as
her son, Austin, her parents,
Larry and Maureen Jespers-
en and brother Lauren, all
from the Klamath Falls area.

Stanaway said she has en-
joyed her work with Linn
County over the past seven
months, adding that cowork-
ers have made her feel wel-
come from day one.

Linn County’s total budget
for the current fiscal year is
about $299 million.

Retiring Linn County Treasurer and Budget Officer Michelle
Hawkins, left, with her replacement, Jennifer Stanaway.

- Linn County photo

ACADEMY
From page 3

als in crisis,” according to the
LFECAIRS website. Volunteers
can also contact the American
Red Cross to connect families
with additional assistance.

"Being able to say, 'Hey, I
have a place for you to stay
tonight.' That is so rewarding,"
Nelson said.

She said helping families
navigate the immediate after-
math of a fire can make a sig-
nificant difference when they
are unsure where to turn.

“It's awful that they've expe-
rienced a house fire, but being
able to say, 'We've got you,
we're here for you,” she said.

Another pathway to serve

In addition, the WLEA and
Support Person program's
website also outlines the
Resident Volunteer Program,

which is designed for college
students seeking hands-on
experience in firefighting
and emergency medical ser-
vices.

Resident volunteers are of-
ficial district members who
work under the supervision
of district personnel and
participate in station activi-
ties, training and emergency
responses according to their
certification and skill levels.
Participants may be assigned
to one of three 24-hour shifts
or a 40-hour daytime sched-
ule depending on district
needs.

The program requires par-
ticipants to be enrolled in a
college or university, take at
least 12 credit hours per aca-
demic term, maintain a mini-
mum 2.5 grade point average
and meet other eligibility re-
quirements. Training includes
firefighting, EMS, hazardous

materials and fire safety,
with certifications such as
EMT, NFPA Firefighter I and
HazMat Awareness.

LFD can cover eligible
tuition, fees, books and re-
quired equipment. Full-time
students receive a monthly
$300 stipend, while part-
time students receive $150.

Although the three pro-
grams serve different pur-
poses, each offers a way for
people to contribute to the
district and develop skills
that support emergency ser-
vices.

Growing the next
generation of volunteers
Duerr said interest in the

new academy was strong,
particularly among WLEA
applicants.

“We had so many strong
applications for this acade-
my for WLEA participants. It
was not easy having to turn

some people away, but there
are so many slots we could
take,” he said.

After completing the acad-
emy, support volunteers and
WLEA participants will earn
a certification that allows
them to be assigned desig-
nated emergency responsi-
bilities.

"Our support volunteers
and members of the acade-
my actually will earn a cer-
tification for completion of
the academy and they will
be able to assist with certain
aspects during emergencies
that are not hazardous to
them as a whole," Duerr said.

For Nelson, the opportu-
nity to participate provides
a manageable way to volun-
teer while balancing her re-
sponsibilities at home. With
four children and a farm, she
said the time commitment
of traditional firefighting
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DIAL-A-BUS

CURB TO CURB IN SWEET HOME
MON-FRI 7 AM - 4 PM
CALL TO SCHEDULE
OFFICE HOURS 8-4

The Sweet Home Senior Center
and the Linn Shuttle/Sweet
Home Transportation systems
will be closed Nov.11th to honor
our nations Veterans. We will

also be closed for the 4-day

THROUGH TOWN

SWEET HOME
IN TOWN TRANSIT

MON-FRI - 9:30 AM - 4 PM
SHOP LOCAL - 4 TRIPS A DAY

Thanksgiving Weekend-Nov.
26th, 27th, 28th, 29th. No buses
those days as well.

There will be no Shuttle Saturday
service for November. We
appreciate your understanding.

We are looking for a part-time
Driver- CDL with Passenger
Endorsement required.

The Senior Center is looking for
someone to take over the
Wednesday Community Lunch
Program. Please apply in person
at the Senior Center.

541-367-4775 | LINNSHUTTLE.COM | @ rno us on Facesook

training would be more dif-
ficult to accommodate. She
described the support path-
way as flexible, with training
generally taking place once a
month and volunteers able
to respond when their sched-
ules allow.

Nelson also encouraged
community members in-
terested in volunteering to
learn about the different
opportunities available and
consider which responsibili-
ties best fit their abilities and
schedules. She said people
should find the role that best
matches what they can offer.
Together, the programs give
community members clear
ways to serve.

“Sometimes it might be
physical limitations, which
Fire Corps is great for, be-
cause sometimes you're just
talking with the family and
helping them make phone
calls or making phone calls
for them,” she said.

Duerr said watching par-
ticipants develop new skills
and step outside their com-
fort zone has been one of the
rewarding parts of the acad-
emy.

"This is a fun and engag-
ing group and they have so
many unique personalities,"
he said. "It has been amaz-
ing seeing them grow and try
something outside of their
comfort zone."

How to get involved

Community members and
students interested in vol-
unteering with LFD can ex-
plore the district's programs
and learn about eligibility
requirements, training and
application procedures by
calling the Lebanon Fire
District at 541-451-1901 or
emailing recruitment@leb-
anonfireoregon.gov to learn
more about available oppor-
tunities.
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Huskies enter football playoffs at
9-0, to face North Valley Friday

By Ryker Burr
For The New Era

Sweet Home became the
second team in the school’s
history to go undefeated in
the regular season, notching
its ninth-consecutive win of
the year at South Umpqua,
54-20.

The win in Douglas County
means the Huskies have run
the table in Special District 3,
scoring 368 points and allow-
ing just 163. The only other
Sweet Home football team to
go undefeated in the regular
season was the 1987 Huskies,
who were ranked No. 1 when
they played No. 2 Dallas to go
undefeated in league in front
of 5,000 people, standing 20-
plus deep in Husky Stadium
- the largest crowd on record
for Sweet Home.

They went on to win the
state championship.

This time, junior running
back Sam Barringer rushed
for 80 yards and three touch-
downs on 10 carries.

Barringer is ranked second
in the 4A division in rushing
yards with 1,131 on 124 car-
ries thus far this season, and
third in rushing touchdowns
with 17.

Senior quarterback Kyle

Zajic was 10 of 18 for 121
yards with a touchdown pass
to senior wideout Bradyn
McClure, and a QB-sneak
touchdown. McClure fin-
ished the game with four re-
ceptions for 53 yards and the
aforementioned score.

Junior Mason Tyler had a
100-yard touchdown on an
interception return.

Sophomore Bradyn Driver
had two rushing touchdowns
in the closing quarter, one a
68-yarder.

The Huskies, seeded sec-
ond in the 4A bracket, will
host their first playoff game
since 2018 on Friday, Now.
6 at 7 p.m., taking on No. 15
North Valley. The Knights are
3-6 overall, 3-3 in league play,
and on a two-game losing
streak (both losses coming
against playoff teams: No. 9
Junction City and No. 1 Cas-
cade Christian).

Medford-based  Cascade
Christian (9-0), which moved
up to the 4A division after
winning the 3A crown last
year, has the top seed and will
open against Marist. Scap-
poose (8-1), seeded third, will
open against Baker and Cas-
cade (9-0), seeded fourth, will
host Ashland.

North Valley runs a dou-
ble-tight Wing-T offense,
which is unfamiliar to the
Huskies, who have faced
spread, pass-first offenses all
season long in 4A Special Dis-
trict 3. The Knights run the
ball 80% of the time.

“Were gonna continue to
do what we've been doing,”
head coach Ryan Adams stat-
ed. “We've got to stop the run
and limit their big plays to
control the game. We want to
dominate the line of scrim-
mage on offense and run
behind our line. We're com-
mitted to controlling what we
can control and doing what
we've been doing all year.

“We've got to continue to
focus on one day at a time.
The games in November are
the ones to remember. I think
they're really excited to get
after it; they're pretty moti-
vated to win one, as it was a
big goal of theirs. The goals
they set back in August are
still holding tight to them.

“The season starts over in
November. We're in a cat-
egory very few teams have
been in Sweet Home history,
but nobody cares about that
come the first round of play-
offs.”

East Linn’s volleyball season ends
in playoffs at Portland Christian

East Linn Christian fin-
ished its season Wednesday,
Oct. 28, at Portland Chris-
tian in the first round of the
2A girls state volleyball play-
offs.

Against the Royals, who
were undefeated in the Met-
ro East Conference, East
Linn battled back from a 7-0
deficit to trail 24-23 with a
chance to tie, but missed the
serve to end the set 25-23.

Things weren't as close in
the next two sets, as ELCA
fell 25-13, 25-17.

“Portland Christian was
undefeated in their league

and a very-well coached
opponent,” said East Linn
Coach Rory Rush. “The girls
never stopped battling it out
but unfortunately we lost in
three.”

Ashlyn Davisson led the
Eagles with 11 kills and three
blocks, while Chloe Twede
finished with seven Kills.

Tessa Salvage had five kills,
two blocks and two aces in
the match.

The Eagles finished the
season 15-11 overall, after a
second-place finish in the fi-
nal Valley Coast Conference
standings with a 10-4 record.

“While we had some loss-
es early on that hurt us, the
girls stayed the course and
worked hard to get those
big wins the second time
around,” said Rush, who
joined the coaching staff last
year after a very successful
stint at Sisters.

“Their hard work paid off
beating Lowell in our league
playoffs to secure 2nd place
and a state playoff game.
Their improvement over
the season was exponential
and so fun to watch. We, as
coaches, couldn't be more
proud of the season.”

Eagles move into boys soccer playoffs

East Linn went 1-1 in the
Special District 2 boys soccer
playoff to clinch a spot in the
2A/1A state playoffs.

The fifth-ranked Eagles will
face their own league cham-
pion, Crosshill Christian,
Saturday, Nov. 7, in the quar-
terfinals of the 2A/1A state
championship tournament.
The game is scheduled for 1
p-m. at Chambers Field at the
Salem Capital Futbol Club.

In their previous meeting
this season, the Eagles lost
2-1 to Crosshill at home in
regular-season play.

To qualify, ELCA beat Cen-
tral Christian 2-1 on Wednes-
day, Oct. 28, in a game played

at Lebanon High School, then
fell 3-0 to Faith Bible on Sat-
urday, Oct. 31.

The Eagles finished fourth
in Special District 2, but since

the top five teams in the dis-
trict are ranked in the 2A/1A
top 10, they received an at-
large slot in the playoff brack-
et.

FREE Medium Fries and Medium Soft Drink

with purchase of a premium sandwich valued at $3 or more

Valid only at McDonald's in Sweet Home, Lebanan
Salem, Keizer, and Stayton locations. Prices may
vary. Not Valid with any other offers, discouts or
coupons. Cash value 1/20 or 1cent. Limit one
coupon per person per visit. Coupons may not be

transferred, auctioned, sold, or duplicated in any
way or transmitted via electronic media. Valid
when products served. May not be valid for
custom orders. Coupons must be presented at
time of purchase. Void where prohibited.
@ 2023 McDonalds

EXPIRES 12/31/2026

| ANY PURCHASE OF $30 OR MORE I

\ NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS. MUST PRESENT COUPON. EXPIRES 12/2/26  J

OUTDOOR HEATED PATIO « OREGON LOTTERY
6305 US 20, FOSTER . (541) 367-1560

FOR RESERVATIONS AND TAKEOUT
POINTSWEETHOME.COM

@Pnces and participation may vary. Limited time only. Tax extra. 2017 A&W Restaurants, Inc.

1010 MAIN STREET, SWEET HOME- 541-367-4893

50 W. Oak St., Lebanon
541-258-5798
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East Linn girls win district, SH qualifies for XC state

East Linn’s girls won the Spe-
cial District 2 cross-country
championship Thursday, Oct.
29, with 47 points, ahead of
Regis (50), Crosshill Christian
(56), Kennedy (58), Central
Linn (70) and Western Chris-
tian (78) in the field of nine
teams.

The meet was held at
Cheadle Park in Lebanon.

ELCA Coach Meggan Mod-
derman said her team had an
“incredible” day. Until this year,
East Linn’s girls have finished
midway in the pack in the
team competition since their
last district title in 2017.

This year Morgan Lalonde
led the Eagles with a fourth-
place finish in a personal-best
21:13, followed by Allie Presley
one spot behind in fifth (21:18,
also a PR), Erin Davey (12th,
22:47) and Hadassah Albert
(26th, 23:27).

Only the top four runners
were included in the team
scores. Also finishing for East
Linn were Anna Henry (24:02),
Ella Stutzman (25:30) and Maci
Modderman (27:48, a PR).

Central Linn's Anya Grif-
fith was the district individual
champion, running 19:25.

Since the Eagles only had
three boys in the varsity race,
they did not score as a team.
Harry Yanke-Knurowski was
ELCAs top finisher placing
45th in 19:19, followed by Kai-
to Miller (20:42, a PR) and Lu-
cas Davey (22:52, also a PR).

Regis won the boys title with
47 points, followed by Cross-
hill (74), Western Christian (83)
and C.S. Lewis Academy (112).

Meggan Modderman was
named Coach of the Year.

“I couldn’t be more proud of
this team,” she said. “They have
worked so hard all season and
seeing that dedication pay off
is such a rewarding feeling.

“I'm especially proud of our
boys for ending their season
with personal bests. This is
such a special group of runners
and I'm excited to see what our

East Linn Christian teammates Anna Henry, left and Ella
Stutzman run together during the girls 5,000-meter 2A/1A race.
- Photos by Brandon Cominsky

girls can accomplish at state.”

State for East Linn'’s girls will
start at 9:25 a.m. Saturday, Nov.
7, at Lane Community College.
Tickets are $13 for adults 19
and over and $7 for students
aged 5 through high school se-
niors.

Huskies score first state
berth since 2013

Sweet Home’s girls clinched
their first team trip to the state
cross-country championships
since 2013 when they placed
third in the District 3 champi-
onships Thursday, Oct. 29.

The Huskies didn't qualify
automatically, but they were
chosen as the single at-large
team by a committee of coach-
es, Sweet Home Coach Dave
Martin said.

The girls finished with 66
points, behind Glide (37) and
Siuslaw (45).

It was a “mixed bag” day for
the Huskies, as the boys fin-
ished fifth

Coquille’s Ella Henthorn,
who has been a dominant
small-schools runner all sea-
son, surprised no one by run-
ning away with the individual
title, finishing in 18:16, nearly

Eye Care

surrounding communities.

90 Market St, Ste 20
Lebanon, OR 97355
541-451-1144
lifetimevisionsource.com

SIGNATURE EYE CARE

Experience Modern

Lifetime Vision Source of Lebanon
offers comprehensive eye care
services and in-demand lenses
and frames to Lebanon and the

Lifetime Vision Source of Lebanon

a minute ahead of Glide’s Halle
Goodman (19:12).

Emma Whitton led Sweet
Home in fifth place, running
19:43, followed by Cassie Spen-
cer in 10th (20:52), Kali Vogel
(22:33) and Pyper Hall (23:08)
to score for the Huskies. Also
finishing for the varsity were
Noelle Helfrich (23:26), Marian
Helfrich (24:08) and Madison
Ciullo (24:57).

“Obviously, the big news, the
most exciting part is that our
girls qualified for state,” Mar-
tin said.

“Emma had one of her stron-
gest races of the year and al-
though some of the other girls
didn't have their best races,
they were really solid. They ran
competitive, they ran tough. I
was really pleased.”

The boys started the race
with some significant chal-
lenges: Acen Webber, one of
their top performers, was not
able to race and Elijah Rodri-
guez, who was their front run-
ner in three races this year, got
out of a sick bed to run.

“It was a mixed bag,” Mar-
tin said. “We had some good
things and some things that
didn't turn out the way we
wanted them to. The boys
team ran into multiple difficult
obstacles.”

Evan Knight led the Hus-
kies with a 15th-place finish
in a field of 79 runners. Noah

Eagle Kaito Miller keeps pace
with Chemawa's Hezekiah
Hastings.

Emma Whitton, right, leads a pack of runners up a hill during
the district championship meet. Sweet Home runners visible
behind her are Cassie Spencer, to the left of Whitton, and the
rest of the girls varsity at top of photo.

Strawn was second, 21st in
17:57, followed by Rodriguez
(18:30), Ryker Burr (18:34) and
Louis Kistner (18:53).

“Evan Kight ran a great race
as our No.l runner,” Martin
said. “Noah Strawn ran almost
as fast as he’s ever run before.
They ran a really tremendous,
competitive race.”

Also finishing for the varsi-
ty boys were Conner Spencer
(19:03) and Hudson Ogden
(19:54).

“Three of our runners were
off Martin said. “Our No. 1
runner in the meet was our No.
3 runner (previously during
the season) and our No. 2 fin-
isher was our No. 6. That shows
how upside down things were.
It was a disappointing end.be-
cause we've been so good.”

Siuslaw’s Henry Stone ran
15:49 to win the district indi-
vidual title and lead the Vi-
kings to the team champion-
ship, as they placed four run-
ners in the top 10 to score 29
points.

Pleasant Hill was second
(77), followed by Trinity Lu-
theran (107) and Sisters (121).

In the boys JV race, Wes Goff
was fifth in 20:05 for Sweet
Home, as the boys finished
second with 35 points behind
Pleasant Hill (21).

Wiley Farris finished sixth
(20:53), followed by Carson
Van Patton (21:05), Ryder Far-
ris (21:27), Matthew Jorgensen
(23:20), Jaxon Slayter (23:39)
and Lael Watkins (25:16, a PR).

Sweet Home's girls were the
only team with five runners,
so they finished with a per-
fect score of 15, led by Sydney

- Photo by Scott Swanson

Dominy (25:36), followed by
McKenzie Ohlheiser and Miu
Simmonds in a tie at 26:59,
Emma Davis (27:08), Emily
May (28:22, a PR), Lexi Lee
(28:27), Zoie Allison ({29:58),
Maddie Hegge (31:13, a PR)
and Neveah Mize (42:08, a PR).

State for the Huskies will
start at 10:35 a.m. Saturday,
Nov. 7, at Lane Community
College. Tickets are $13 for
adults 19 and over and $7 for
students aged 5 through high
school seniors.

If the Huskies can dial up
another competitive race, they
could get close to a trophy,
which go to the top four teams.

“Currently, we're sitting sixth
with a reasonable chance for
fifth,” Martin said. “It would be
nice to move up at least one
spot.”

Warriors end XC season

with PRs across board

Lebanon’s girls were sixth in
the Mid-Willamette Confer-
ence district meet held Thurs-
day, Oct. 29, at Crystal Lake
Sports Park in Albany.

Although they didn't qualify
anyone for state, the Warriors
had a big day in scoring per-
sonal bests.

Jane Brandt was the Leba-
non girls’ top finisher, in 26th
in 22:11, with Julia Hearn a
couple of steps behind in 27th
(22:15), followed by Brooklyn
Davis (22:20, PR) and Danica
Teague (22:38, PR) as scorers.
Also finishing for the varsity
girls were Kapri Collins (22:50),
Grace Murray (24:41) and
Daphne Graves (25:15), a per-
sonal best.

See Districts, Page 23
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Warriors end girls soccer season with 1-O loss to West Albany

Lebanon's Piper Sewell, above, battles a West Albany opponent
for the ball in the Warriors' final game of the season Tuesday,
Oct. 27. At right, Heather Savedra sends the ball past the
Bulldogs' Maddie Christensen. West Albany won 1-0 in the final
game of the season for both teams. Lebanon's girls finished
3-10-1 overall, 1-4-1 in Mid-Willamette Conference play. See
more game photos at lebanonlocalnews.com.

- Cole Harnar photos

PUBLIC SAFETY
From page 19

Hillsman, 37, cited for cell
phone.
2:24 p.m. - Caller reported
“racially charged” Halloween
decoration of body bag
wrapped in tape and hung by
a “noose” with sign that reads,
“You’re next”
2:28 p.m. - Johanna Marie
Reed, 21, cited for cell phone.
2:36 p.m. - Maria Elena Jaime-
Bernier, 42, cited for cell phone.
5:21 p.m. - Rickey Allen Aldrich,
44, cited on LMC warrant for
PV.
6:37 p.m. - Katy Adeline
Mclintire, 47, taken into custody
on LCCC warrant for FTA and
LMC warrant for PV - DWS.
6:48 p.m. - Two-car crash, S
12th/W Oak sts. Bryan Keith
Spaulding, 61, cited for failure
to perform duties of driver, DWS
and failure to use headlights.
LCSO/0OSP SWEET HOME/S.
COUNTY
3:38 a.m. - Deputy contacted
male parked in 43300 block
North River on U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers property closed
to public. Male was sent on his
way.
7:44 am. - Deputy posted
warning stickers on unoccupied
trailer, unoccupied motorhome
on BLM land near milepost 20,
Quartzville.
10:09 a.m. - Male hunting was
suspected to be someone who
had been trespassed from CTC
property in 46600 block Old
Hufford. Hunter produced ID to
prove he was not that person.
5:10 p.m. - Deputies responded
to property in 27900 block
Seven Mile Lane, Brownsville,
where 20-plus goats and three
alpacas appeared to have
been killed by predator(s).
Dog(s) suspected as culprits.
Investigation ongoing.
7:24 p.m. - Patrick Anthony
Guillen, 35, of Halsey, cited
for FTOTCD, 000 block W. 1st,
Halsey.
7:41 p.m. - Nolan Adam Cogan,
33, of Junction City, cited

for FTOTCD, 2nd/American,
Halsey.
8:29 p.m. - Bryce Nicholas

Harmon, 21, of Lebanon, cited
for FTOTCD, 000 block W. 1st,

Halsey.
11:10 p.m. - Mandie Fern
Chanterell Lassley, 47, of

Halsey, cited for DWS, FTOTCD,
2nd/American, Halsey.

LCSO/0OSP LEBANON
1:33 a.m. - Joshua Williams, 19,
of Lebanon, cited for speeding,
75/55, Hwy. 34/Agan.
1:49 a.m. - Deputy checked
welfare of female who had left
hospital without having her IV
removed, 1100 block Cascade.
She was fine.
7:50 a.m. - Nason Cheever, 32,
of Albany, arrested for felony
assault IV stemming from
past incident, outstanding
strangulation warrant, 2000
block S. Santiam Hwy. Report
taken.
1:44 p.m. - Deputies responded
toreport of transient attempting
to camp in resident’s back yard,
1900 block Franklin.
4:44 p.m. - LCSO investigating
report of historical sexual
abuse, 5500 block Santiam
Hwy. Report taken.
7:49 p.m. - Cheyenne Williams
Richardson, 31, of Lebanon,
cited for speeding, 73/55,
38000 block Richardson Gap.

OCT. 28

SWEET HOME POLICE
7:55 a.m. - Jenna Marie Smith,
38, cited for speeding in school
zone, 34/20, 1100 block 22nd.
8:56 a.m. - Caller reported
suspicious  vehicle parked
in area of 4th/Ironwood for
a week. Owner notified of
complaint.
10:29 a.m. - Caller reported
trailer parked in 900 block 1st
for more than three days. Code
enforcement officer posted
multiple trailers for removal.
11:40 a.m. - SHPD conducted
death investigation in 1500
block Tamarack. Report taken.

See more and updated
Public Safety reports at
sweethomenews.com and
lebanonlocalnews.com.

DISTRICTS
From page 22

Corvallis won the girls dis-
trict title with 37 points, ahead
of Crescent Valley (48) and
Dallas (62). Lebanons score
was 154.

Alexa Montgomery of Cres-
cent Valley was the district
champion, finishing in 17:54.

Gavin Robertson of Crescent
Valley was the boys district
champion, running 16:00.

Corvallis won the boys team
title, putting all five of its scor-
ing runners in the top 10 for 24
points, followed by Crescent
?/al;ey (52) and South Albany
73).

Lebanon was seventh (181),
led by Adam Nielsen, 22nd in a
PR of 17:51, followed by Ethan
Johnson (18:16, a PR), Evan Mil-
burn (19:20, PR), Gavin Harris
(20:23) and Giovanni Hodson
(20:49). Also for the Warriors,
Noah Yeack finished in 21:15
and Ezra Patton in 23:02, a PR.

In the junior varsity races,
Lebanon’s girls finished sixth,
led by Leslie Thayer (25:17, a
personal best), Scarlett French
(25:32, a PR), Madison Rainey
(26:23), Ava Mills (26:45, PR)
and Lauren Judy (31:06, a PR).

Logan Windsor was the only
Warrior finisher in the boys
race, running 25:49, also a per-
sonal best.

“It is so great to see kids be
successful after all the hard
work they put in getting those
PRs and season bests,” Coach
Cameron Eberhart said. “So
many years the district meet
has had such bad weather that
no kids PR and I'm sure that
takes a toll on them, as they
are just wanting to see success
after all they have done over
the season.

“With such a young team I
am really looking forward to
next year as we continue to
build and grow and develop.
Go Warriors!”

Huskies, from left, Noah Strawn, Evan Knight and Ryker Burr run
during the boys varsity race at the district meet.
- Photo by Scott Swanson

Sunshine Industries empowers individuals
with developmental disabilities through
specialized job training, work opportunities
and community integration.

We offer janitorial and groundskeeping services
for both home and business.

We also offer facility rentals for your next event.

Now Hiring Direct Support Professionals
for $18+/hour DOE.

1333 Clark Mill Rd. - 541-367-2765
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MultiCare and Samaritan

Together for a
healthier future

To our neighbors in Oregon:

It is an incredible privilege for us to be given the opportunity to care for your communities. Samaritan and
MultiCare coming together is a partnership built on common values, a shared vision for the future and a
mutual commitment to those we serve.

Since MultiCare is new to your region, you may not know very much about us. So, we want to share a little
bit about who we are.

MultiCare is a community-based, locally governed, not-for-profit health system with roots dating back to the
founding of Tacoma, Washington's first hospital in 1882. Over the years we've expanded to meet the needs of
our patients and their families, and have grown from a Tacomabased organization to a system of health
serving communities across the Pacific Northwest region.

Our organization now includes a full continuum of health and health-related services, including multiple
primary and specialty care clinics, urgent care and virtual care services, as well as over a dozen hospitals and
numerous programs and services to support our communities.

MultiCare's mission is partnering for healing and a healthy future, and that mission goes well beyond
medicine. In every community we serve, we strive to engage, support and partner with individuals and
organizations who share our commitment to improve the health and wellness of people and communities. We
work to bring our values - respect, integrity, stewardship, collaboration, kindness and joy - to life with every
interaction. We listen and learn about the unique needs of each community, and we do what we can to meet
those needs and to be of ever greater service.

We very much look forward to this journey with you.

Bill Robertson Florence Chang
CEO President
MultiCare Health System MultiCare Health System

820 A St ¢ PO Box 5299 Tacoma, WA 98415-0299 e 253-403-1000 e multicare.org




